
 

“Christ’s Love for His Children” 
(Matthew 18:1-14) 

 
 
 

 Do you care about your children?  Undoubtedly, each of you who are parents here this 
morning care about them very much.  In spite of all of their selfishness, reluctance to obey and 
fighting with each other, you still wouldn’t give them back for all the money in the world.  And 
that’s because you love them.  They are precious to you, more precious than anything in the 
world, except for your spouse, and, of course, the Lord.  If you had to give your life up to save 
them, you would do it in a minute.  That’s exactly the way that the Lord Jesus cares about His 
children.  This is the way He cares for you and me, if we have savingly trusted in Him.  For some 
reason that we really can’t understand, Christ loves us so much, that He isn’t willing to give us 
back either.  In spite of all our selfishness, reluctance to obey and fighting with each other, He 
was still willing to come, to obey for us and to die for us.  We are precious in His eyes as His 
children, even as our children are precious in our eyes.  But if this is true, then how precious 
should we be in each other’s eyes?  This morning, we are going to look at three things in our 
passage.  First, we’re going to look at what Jesus says we must do if we are to become His 
children, second, at what we must do if we are to become the greatest among His children, and 
third, how precious we are to Jesus because we are His children, and how we should relate to 
each other and ourselves because we are precious to Him.   
 First, let’s consider what Jesus says we must do if we are to become His children.   
 The setting of our text is most likely in Capernaum, in Peter’s house, just after Peter had 
paid the Temple tax for both himself and Jesus.  The disciples now come to Jesus with a 
question.  They ask, “Who then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  From the accounts 
that Mark and Luke give us, we know that the disciples were arguing about this before they came 
to Jesus.  But notice how Jesus responds.  First, He gives them a picture, an example to look at, 
and then He explains what it means.  He called for a child and set him before His disciples, and 
then said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven” (v. 3).  They were fighting over who would be the greatest.  
But Jesus tells them that they’re going the wrong direction.  They mustn’t try to be first, but last.  
As a matter of fact, if they don’t turn around and become like children, not only will they not be 
first, they won’t enter His kingdom at all.  They must become like children.  Now Jesus isn’t 
saying that they must become like children in every way, but in a very particular way:  they must 
humble themselves like children.  This means for one thing that they must give up their pride.  
They were fighting over who would be the greatest.  Jesus tells them that they needed to drop 
this argument.  They needed to be converted, to turn around, to go the other direction.  Instead of 
striving to be the greatest, they needed to strive to be the least.  Jesus was telling them that they 
needed to repent.  If they did, they would enter the kingdom of heaven; they would become His 
children.  If they didn’t, He said, “You shall not enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 3), which in 
the original language is the strongest way of saying that they would never enter it.   
 Brethren, the same is true today.  If we, or anyone else, are ever to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, if we are ever to become His children, we must repent.  We must repent not only of 
our pride and stubbornness and our desire to be first, but of all the rest of our sins as well.  We 
know from the Bible that some sins are worse than others and deserve greater judgment.  But we 
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also know that any sin, no matter how small, if not repented of, is serious enough to damn a soul.  
Our Lord tells us that we must turn from all of them -- the big and the small --, if we are ever to 
enter His kingdom.  We must turn from our pride, our hatred, our lusts, our lack of love both to 
God and man.  He doesn’t mean that we must be perfect, because we’ll never be perfect until 
we’re in heaven.  But He does mean that we must try to be perfect.  You and I will never reach 
the point in this life where we won’t have to struggle with sin.  If we ever think that we have 
reached that point, then we’re more deceived by sin than we ever were before.  We will 
constantly fight against our sins.  This is why Jesus says we must repent.  To repent is to turn 
from every sin, so that we might obey every commandment.  To repent is also to turn from all of 
our own righteousness, all of our own works, to trust in the works of Christ alone to save us.  If 
we do this -- and we can only do it with God’s gracious help -- , we will enter into God’s eternal 
kingdom; we will become His children.  But if we don’t, Jesus says we shall never enter His 
kingdom.  He says this at the beginning because this is the most important thing He can say.  
Arguing about who is the greatest in His kingdom is irrelevant if by pressing your rights, you end 
up outside of it.  Jesus was telling them that they needed to begin by ending that argument.   
 Second, Jesus answers their question as to who is the greatest.  He says, “Whoever . . . 
humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (v. 4).  Now first we 
need to understand that Jesus didn’t say this because that particular child was so godly.  That 
child might not have been converted at all.  Jesus wasn’t pointing to a spiritual characteristic in 
him, but rather a natural one.  There is one thing that is true about children, especially when 
they’re very young, that isn’t true about adults, and that is, they are humble.  They don’t care so 
much about looking good to others.  They don’t care so much about whether they are better at 
something than someone else, or better looking, or more intelligent.  Just think back to when you 
were a child, and how you looked at yourself and others.  Every hair didn’t need to be in place.  
You didn’t care if your clothes didn’t match.  The children you hung around with didn’t have to 
be perfect or popular.  You were just happy to have a friend.  When I was in grade school, since 
the school was close to military housing, I had friends from just about every ethnic background.  
Back then I didn’t even realize most of the time that they were a different color than I was.  It 
wasn’t until later, in Junior High, that they began to separate from me, because of racial tensions.  
Children can be friends with just about anyone, because they haven’t yet developed that sinful 
pride that is very often the cause of our sin.  They love and accept everyone.  They don’t think so 
highly of themselves.  Jesus says that this is what we must be like to enter into His kingdom.  But 
beyond that, He says the more humble we are, the greater we will be in His kingdom.   
 We mustn’t forget the example that Jesus gave us.  Even though He was rich, yet for our 
sakes He became poor, that we, through His poverty, might become rich.  He gave up 
everything, so that He might give us everything.  Being God, He became a man.  He was born of 
a poor carpenter.  His first bed was a feeding trough.  Even in His adult years, He didn’t have 
anything He could call His own, except for the clothes on His back.  He emptied Himself of 
everything, including reputation.  He was despised and forsaken by men.  He was the exact 
opposite of what we, as Christians, consider to be the model of success.  Our model has shifted 
from that of Christ -- poor and lowly -- to that of the superstar -- successful and well-to-do.  Our 
Lord tells us that if we follow the world’s model, we shall never enter into His kingdom.  But if 
we follow Him, we will be saved.  And to the degree that we follow Him, to that degree we will 
be truly great.   
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 But now let’s move quickly to the third point, and that is how precious we are to Jesus, 
and how we should relate to others and to ourselves since we are precious to Him.   
 Jesus says, “And whoever receives one such child in My name receive Me” (v. 5).  I 
believe that Jesus is not speaking now about the child He used as an example, but rather of all 
who humble themselves as a child and become His children.  Jesus says that whoever receives a 
child of God, because He is a child of God, receives Him.  He so closely identifies Himself with 
His children that to do something to one of them, is to do it to Him.  That’s exactly what we see 
in the Sheep and Goat Judgment.  Jesus will say on that day, “To the extent that you did it to one 
of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).  This is also 
why He also says, “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it 
is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the 
depth of the sea” (v. 6).  If what we do to Christ’s children we are doing to Him, what will Christ 
do to the one who causes one of His children to fall into sin?  What will He do to the one who 
tempts His children or who leads them astray?  He will punish him even more severely, because 
of His love for His children.  Jesus says, “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks!  For 
it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling 
block comes” (v. 8).  Because of the way the world is, because of the nature of man’s heart, 
because the devil is given so much freedom, it is inevitable that stumbling blocks will come.  
There will be those who will tempt and cause God’s children to fall.  But God will hold them 
responsible.  It would be better for them to have a heavy stone tied around their necks and for 
them to be cast into the ocean, because of the wrath they will have to face.   
 This is something we need to be concerned about as Christians, as well.  The unbeliever 
isn’t the only one who stumbles the believer.  Sometimes believers can do so as well.  How many 
times have we heard of sexual immorality in the church, among the youth and those who are 
older?  How many times have we heard about division and schism; churches being torn apart 
from within?  How do these things happen?  It usually begins with one person who decides he or 
she is no longer going to do things God’s way, and sins -- immodest dress, flirting, innuendo, 
spreading rumors, spreading even the truth in the hope of turning people against someone.  
Sometimes they even do it ignorantly.  Then it spreads to others --  “A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough” (1 Cor. 5:6).  Many are soon affected, and it causes them to sin.  We don’t 
often think of the implications of what our words and actions do to others.  But what does the 
Lord say here about those who put stumbling blocks in His children’s way?  It would be better 
for anyone of us here to have a great rock tied around our necks and to be drowned in the depths 
of the sea than for us to stumble any one of our brothers or sisters.  The Lord cares about us so 
much that He wants us all to live holy lives.  He is jealous for our purity.  But He also wants us 
to have this same care for each other.  Let’s learn from this to be very careful that we do not 
stumble our brothers or sisters through what we say and do.   
 Notice that Jesus also says we should have this same care for ourselves.  He says, “And if 
your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you 
to enter life crippled or lame, than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the eternal fire.  
And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out, and throw it from you.  It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into the fiery hell” (vv. 8-9).  
Undoubtedly the Lord means here that if should find ourselves doing things which stumble His 
children, we should stop them immediately, or we ourselves will be under His eternal wrath.  But 
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He also tells us here that we must cut off all of our sins, or we will perish.  Remember, Jesus 
already told us that we must repent and become like children, or we will never enter His 
kingdom.  Here, He is giving us the other side of the picture.  If we do not repent and enter His 
kingdom, He will one day cast us into hell.  Is Jesus telling us here that it’s possible for us to end 
up in hell?  Well, let me ask you, Who was Jesus speaking to when He said this?  His disciples.  
If it was possible for them, is it possible for us?  Yes.  It is possible in the sense that in the end 
we might not really be true Christians.  The true Christian puts off all of his sin.  He cuts off all 
the diseased members of his body.  The hypocrite won’t.  He’ll justify his sin.  He’ll hide his sin.  
But he won’t give it up.  Jesus is saying here that we must repent of all our sins, we must give 
them all up, including and especially the sins we commit that stumble others, or we will one day 
face His wrath.  Jesus cares about us enough not to allow us to do anything that would be 
dangerous to our souls, or to the souls of our brethren.   
 Finally, Jesus gives us one last reason why we should love and receive each other and not 
stumble one another, and that is because the Father also loves us and cares for us.  He says, “See 
that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven 
continually behold the face of My Father who is in heaven” (v. 10).  The Father loved us so 
much that He created the angels to guard us and to watch over our souls.  They are the 
ministering spirits sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation (Heb. 
1:14).  Our Lord says that they continually stand in the presence of His Father, waiting for His 
orders to come to the aid of His children.  He is not willing to lose what it cost Him so much to 
gain.  He also sent His Son to save us.  Jesus is the good Shepherd who lays down His life for us, 
His sheep.  Even as a shepherd would leave his flock unattended, and go and search for the one 
sheep who has strayed, and rejoice when he finds it, even so our Father sends His angels, His 
ministers and His people out to search for us when we stray, so that we will not perish.  It is not 
the will of our Father that even one of His children perish.   
 The message here is simple.  The Lord loves His children.  He loves them so much that 
He wants them to stay in His fold.  Therefore, we should do all that we can to keep from 
stumbling each other and even ourselves.  We should try to build up each other and ourselves in 
holiness.  And if any of us should stray, we should do all that we can to bring that lost sheep 
back into the fold.  I would simply add in closing that we do have several brethren who have 
strayed from this fold.  Brian Schantz no longer confesses to be a Christian.  He is now an 
atheist.  Sid Leyva has fallen into immorality and left his wife.  There are others we know who 
have fallen into sin as well.  Let’s make sure that we don’t despise them, but do what we can to 
bring them back to the Lord.  If they are Christ’s, it is not the will of your Father than even one 
of them perish.  Let’s pray for them, and as the Lord gives us the opportunity, let’s go to them 
and try to bring them to repentance.  This is what the Lord would do for us if we strayed.  This is 
what we would want others to do for us, as well.  May the Lord give us grace to be concerned for 
one another and not to stumble one another.  Amen.   


