
Christ’s Kingdom Program 

(Acts 1: 6-11) 

Why didn’t Christ take you out of the world when He first saved 

you? If His purpose was merely to gather to Himself a people for 

worship, wouldn’t that have been better accomplished in heaven? 

Now don’t take me wrong. God did save us in order that He might 

have a worshiping people. But sometimes we think that that purpose 

is fulfilled exclusively by our attendance at worship on Sunday 

mornings. But if this was all that the church was to do, again I 

ask, Why didn’t He take you to be with Him in heaven where this 

might so much better be accomplished without the hindrance of sin? 

I think the answer is obvious, isn’t it. If He would have taken 

everyone of His saints to heaven once they were converted, then who 

would be left to proclaim the Gospel message to the coming 

generations? How could anyone then ever be saved? They couldn’t 

because God has chosen human instruments through whom He would 

bring His message of salvation through Christ to the world. And 

what I want you to see this afternoon is the program by which 

Christ intends to extend His kingdom reign, and for you to realize 

that you are included. First, let us look at the Divine Empowering 

Agent of Christ’s kingdom program (vv. 6-8a). 

I. Its Divine Empowering Agent (vv. 6-8a). 

A. The Context (1:1-7). 

Acts 1:l-11 is an introduction to the book of Acts. It might 

rightly be called ”Luke Volume 2” because it is written by the same 

author to the same recipient, namely Theophilus [Acts 1:l; cf. 

Luke 1:3). His first writing, the Gospel of Luke, was ”about all 
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that Jesus began to do and to teach, until the day when He was 

taken up, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the 

apostles whom He had chosen” (1:l-2). The book of Acts is the 

continuation of the acts of Jesus in the person of the Holy 

Spirit through His apostles. 

In the immediate context, we see the apostles gathered together 

on the Mount of Olives to receive instruction just prior to the 

ascension of Christ. He commands them not to leave Jerusalem, ”but 

to wait for what the Father promised, ’Which,’ He said, ’you have 

heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’” [1:4-5). 

Verse 6 tells us that when they had come together, they were asking 

Jesus if now was the time that the kingdom was going to be restored 

to Jerusalem (1:6). It is quite natural for the disciples to be 

curious about this matter. After all, did they not see the 

forerunner of the Messiah, in the person of John the Baptist, 

heralding the kingdom? Did not Jesus often speak of the necessity 

of the Messiah’s suffering and entering into His kingdom? Did not 

the Old Testament speak of a coming glorious age, with the Messiah 

reigning in a restored Israel? Well, yes and no. The Scriptures 

did indeed speak of these things, but the apostles apparently 

misunderstood the message. 

”Jesus does not deny the fact of the coming kingdom of Israel,” 

Dispensationalists will tell us. That is true, He did not deny it. 

But neither did He affirm that the coming kingdom was going to be a 

resurrected political and military nation-state of the Jews. 

Rather, Jesus, as He so often does, redirects their attention to 
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what He considered to be important. First, He reminds them that 

the events on God’s time-table is not open to their scrutiny. ”The 

secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 

belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the 

words of this law” (Deu. 2 9 : 2 9 ) .  In this respect, the disciples 

are no different than we are, wanting to inquire into the secret 

councils of God. Too often, His people seek to live by that which 

is unrevealed, rather than what is clearly revealed in His law. 

But the Lord is always faithful to reveal His plan to you in His 

perfect timing. There are some things which it is not proper for 

you to know. However, it was important to Christ that His apostles 

understand the character and the dimensions of His kingdom. 

B. The Promise of the Spirit (v. gal. 

Though it was not important for them to know the time of God’s 

restoration, it was important that they know what was to happen at 

the present time. Jesus said, ”You shall receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you.” This is what Jesus had been 

referring to as ”the promise of the Father.” This was something 

that was coming; there could be not doubt at to its fulfillment for 

Jesus spoke of it as certain. When the Spirit has come, the 

disciples were to receive power. But what exactly is the 

significance of the Spirit’s coming, and what was to be the result? 

It is interesting that during major epochs in Biblical history, 

the Spirit of God is there and He is active. When the world was 

being created, at the very beginning when the Lord was shaping the 

vast mass of new matter into what we see today, the Spirit was 

there, hovering over the waters, bringing structure and form to 
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that which was ”formless and void” [Gen. 1 : Z ) .  After God had 

redeemed His people Israel from their bondage in Egypt, while they 

were in route to Sinai to become the covenant people of God, 

Deuteronomy 32:lO-11 tells us, ”For the Lord’s portion is His 

people; Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance. He found him in 

a desert land, and in the howling waste of a wilderness; He 

encircled him, He cared for him, and He guarded him as the pupil of 

His eye. Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that hovers over 

its young, He spread His wings and caught them, He carried them on 

His pinions.” The Lord took them and reformed them into the people 

of His inheritance. He did so by the Spirit, hovering over them in 

the form of a Glory-Cloud and reconstituted them the people of God. 

And lastly, we see in the New Testament, at Pentecost, the Spirit 

is again present as a mighty rushing wind filling the room, and 

filling the people of God with His presence and power, baptizing 

them into one body, the body of Christ which constitutes them the 

New Creation of God. 

But why did God give them this empowering? Was it so that they 

could remain together and praise God with Spirit energized worship? 

Was it in order for their hallelujahs would be more powerful? Was 

it so they might feel good about themselves, be healed of their 

infirmities, speak in tongues to one another, and seek greater 

material prosperity as well? The text doesn’t tell us any such 

thing. The text tells us that the result of this new empowering is 

that they will be Christ’s witnesses. 

It is interesting to note in the book of Acts the correlation 

between the filling of the Spirit and the accompanying boldness 
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which is manifested in the recipient. On the day of Pentecost, 

after the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter arises 

and preaches a powerful Gospel sermon. The result was that 3000 

souls were added to the church (2 :42) .  After Peter and John were 

arrested for preaching Christ in the Temple and then released, when 

they were gathered back together with the disciples, they prayed to 

the Lord for greater boldness in their witness. The result was 

that ”the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the 

word of God with boldness” (4:31). Stephen, being filled with the 

Holy Spirit, gave a powerful witness to the resurrection of Christ 

before the Sanhedrin and was stoned to death [7:54-60). And Paul, 

after his conversion, being filled with the Holy Spirit immediately 

went and proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues [9:18-20). 

The result of the Spirit’s coming was to baptize the Lord’s 

people into one body, and to enable them to be witnesses of the 

the Gospel of Christ. If you are a Christian, you too have this 

”anointing”. Witnessing is not the only reason the Spirit was 

given. He also illumines the word so that you might understand it. 

He communicates to you the benefits of Christ’s life, death and 

resurrection. He is the bond which unites you to the Head, even 

Christ. But He is the power source to enable you to live a godly 

life, one that is pleasing to God, and to be His witness-bearers to 

a world which is lost and in darkness of the glorious Gospel of 

Christ. Pray, then, that the Lord may fill you with His precious 

Spirit that you may live fully to His glory! 

11. Its Comprehensive Strategy (v. 8b). 

5 



A. From Centripetal, to Centrifugal 

So we’ve seen that Christ has given the Spirit to make His 

people into a new creation and to empower them to witness. Next, I 

want you to see the comprehensive strategy of Christ’s kingdom 

program. 

First, there is a fundamental distinction drawn between God’s 

kingdom plan in Israel, and His plan in the New Covenant. Israel 

was God’s kingdom. It was in the Jews and their Temple worship 

that the nations were to find salvation. In Solomon’s prayer of 

dedication for the Temple in 1 Kings 8:41-43, he says, 

Also concerning the foreigner who is not of Thy people Israel, 
when he comes from a far country for Thy name’s sake [for they 
will hear of Thy great name and Thy mighty hand, and of Thine 
outstretched arm); when he comes and prays toward this house, 
hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place, and do according to all 
for which the foreigner calls to Thee, in order that all the 
peoples of the earth may fear Thee, as do Thy people Israel, 
and that they may know that this house which I have built is 
called by Thy name. 

The Queen of Sheba is an example. A person didn’t have to be born 

a Jew, he could become one by proselytizing. 

With the coming of the Spirit, however, things have changed. 

That which was once a geo-political kingdom, now becomes a 

universal spiritual kingdom. The Temple and its glory have passed 

away. Jesus put an end to the cultic-sacrifice by the sacrifice of 

Himself. The nations no longer have to come to Israel in order to 

find salvation, now the Lord sends His people out to bring the 

Gospel to the nations. Jesus commanded His disciples in His Great 

Commission, ”All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. God therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and 
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lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” [Matt. 

28: 18-20]. 

B. The Expanding Pattern. 

The nature of this radiation was to be in ever expanding 

circles. First, the Gospel must be carried to Jerusalem, the city 

of the Great King (Ps. 48:21, the site of the sanctuary, the center 

of the Old Testament’s worship. This takes place in chapters 1-7 

primarily through the ministry of Peter and Stephen. Secondly, the 

Gospel must go to Judea and Samaria. This takes place in chapters 

8-12, primarily through the ministry of Peter and Philip. And 

lastly, the Gospel was to be taken to the ends of the earth. This 

takes place in chapters 13-38 primarily through the apostle Paul 

and his companions. What was once the exclusive possession of 

Israel and those whom the Lord drew near, is now being taken out 

into the whole world. The age of universal proclamation of the 

Gospel has begun. The Word crosses religious barriers: from 

Judaism to pagan worshipers; ethnic barriers: Samaritans and 

Gentiles; and cultural barriers: Jewish to Hellenistic. ”The 

Risen Lord summons the ends of the earth to turn to him for 

salvation, and as they come he sweeps from their paths the ruins of 

the walls that had kept un-Lawful aliens out of Israel’s 

privilege. Circumcision, sanctuary, calendar, diet--all are 

bypassed as the God of glory lavishes himself on outsiders” 

(Johnson 16 1. 

There was a great deal of missionary expansion in those days, 

but that task has not been completed yet. The task was much larger 

than the apostles could have done, so therefore the Lord never 
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intended for them to complete it. But this is the general pattern: 

from your locale, across geographical and cultural boundaries, to 

the unreached people groups of the third world. This is the task 

that the Lord has called His church to do. You are a part of 

this expansion of the Kingdom during the millennium. Each of you 

must be seeking to see how you might be involved in bringing the 

Gospel to your neighbors, to the surrounding cities, to the 

surrounding countries, even to the furthest continents. You may 

not all be called to be missionaries, but you can all support 

missionaries. You may not all be called to full-time ministry, but 

all of you can contribute some of your time and talents to seeing 

the Great Commission fulfilled. Jesus commands you to be involved, 

not just your neighbor. Therefore, pray that the Lord would send 

you into the harvest. 

111. Its Temporal Boundaries (vv. 9-11). 

A. It Begins with the Ascension [v. 91. 

So far we’ve seen the divine Enabler and the comprehensive 

strategy of Christ’s kingdom program. Lastly, let’s look at the 

time frame. 

This New Testament radiation of the Gospel was not to commence 

until the giving of the Spirit in fulfillment of the Father’s 

promise. This happened on the day of Pentecost. But before there 

could be an outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost, first it was 

necessary that Jesus depart. He said in John 16:7, ”But I tell you 

the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not 

go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send 

Him to you.” This going away of Christ happens at the ascension. 
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As the apostles are watching, Jesus is lifted up from them and 

received by a cloud until He was no longer visible. The ascension 

is the transportation of Christ’s resurrected human nature into the 

heavenly realm, where it undergoes transformation into the fullness 

of glory that He was to receive. And it signifies three things: 

First, Christ goes to prepare a place for us, that where He is 

”there we may be also” (John 14: 2-31. Secondly, it is a prophetic 

picture of the ascension of all believers. We are united to Christ 

as the second Adam and just as He ascended, so will we. And 

thirdly and most importantly, that the reign of the New Covenant 

Mediator is not limited to Israel, but rather is universal. He 

goes to receive a kingdom and to send forth His Spirit. Once the 

Spirit is sent, then New Covenant evangelism begins. 

B. It Ends with the Second Coming [vv. 10-11). 

It is not enough to know when the program begins, it is also 

important to know its termination point. As the apostles are 

all gazing intently into the sky, looking for Jesus, the Lord sends 

two angels, who are standing behind them, to bring them back to 

their senses. The angels ask them why they are standing, looking 

into the sky. They say, ”This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched 

Him go into heaven” (v. 111. The point is that He’s coming again. 

Christ has repeatedly told His disciples that He would leave and 

come back. In Matthew 24-25, in the Olivet Discourse, He spoke of 

His glorious Second Coming. As a matter of fact, it was on the 

very mountain upon which they were standing that He gave that 

discourse; and it was upon that very mountain that the Bible says 
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He will return (Zech. 14:4). 

The Second Coming of our Savior to establish His eternal 

kingdom has always been the hope of Christians throughout the ages. 

The time when He is coming again is not specified in Scripture, the 

important thing is that He is coming. During the interim period, 

Christ expects His church to be witnessing, to be extending the 

boundaries of the Kingdom of God into all areas of life, subduing 

the earth for the glory of God. You are the ones to whom this 

mandate falls in the present generation. You are the ones the Lord 

has called out of darkness in order to minister His glorious 

Gospel. You are the ones to whom the Lord has given His Spirit to 

empower you, to whom He has given the Great Commission to regulate 

your activity, to whom He has given the hope of Christ’s glorious 

Second Coming to comfort you. Let us then be diligent workman, 

laying aside the deeds of darkness and putting on the armor of 

light, for the day is coming when no man can work. Let us pray. 
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