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In Luke 22:15-16, we see something of what was in the heart of Jesus when He 
ate the last Passover meal with His disciples.  Just before the meal began, He said, “I 
have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I 
shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  Jesus knew what this 
meal meant.  He knew that He was about to fulfill it through His death.  This is also why 
He instituted the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at the end of the meal, because He 
wanted His disciples to remember the sacrifice He was about to make, and the love which 
He had for them that moved Him to do it.  This was to be the last time that He would 
enjoy this fellowship with His disciples on earth, until the time He would feast with them 
again in His Father’s kingdom, and so this meal had special significance to Him.   

Now when the meal was over, they sang a hymn, before they went out to the 
Mount of Olives, the place where Jesus would prepare Himself for the crucifixion 
through intense prayer.  This hymn was part of what the Jews called the Hallel, which 
was made up of six psalms – Psalms 113-118.  They didn’t sing them all at once, but in 
parts, throughout the meal, before they drank the second and fourth cups of a total of four 
cups of wine.  Just before the mixing of the second cup and eating the lamb, they sang the 
first part – Psalms 113-114.  And on mixing the fourth and final cup, they finished with 
Psalms 115-118.  On this occasion, it appears as though Jesus delayed the singing of the 
final psalms until the meal was over and the last cup had been drunk, probably because of 
the special significance of the final psalm.  Psalm 118 speaks of the Messiah as the stone 
which the builders rejected, but which became the chief corner stone (v. 22).  It was 
through the denial, rejection and crucifixion of the high priests and the people of Israel 
that Jesus would become the very foundation of His church.   

But the sad thing here is that the Jews were not the only ones who were going to 
deny Him.  Jesus predicted that His disciples too were about to disown and deny Him, at 
the time of His greatest need.  Peter would go as far as to deny three times that he even 
knew Him.  This shows us something of the wickedness that is still in the hearts of God’s 
people.  Even though the Spirit of the Lord dwells in these temples made without hands, 
yet He shares that temple with the remaining corruption of our hearts.  Why He does is 
purely of God’s grace.  We need to thank the Lord that He does.  But this passage also 
shows us something of the love and compassion of our Lord, who even though He knew 
they were going to deny Him, still prayed for them that they might turn from their sins 
and return to Him.  What I want us to see this morning are three things:  1) First, that 
even though the disciples were born again by God’s Spirit, they still had enough sin in 
their hearts to deny Christ, 2) second, this sin was so great, that even after Jesus told them 
that they were going to deny Him, they would not accept it – sin is deceitful and it fills us 
with pride – and 3) third, that even though the disciples were going to deny Him, yet 
Jesus still loved them and prayed for them that they might repent and turn back to Him.   

First, let’s consider that even though the disciples were born again by the Spirit of 
the Lord and were true believers, yet the sin in their hearts was still about to make them 
betray Jesus.  Jesus said to them, after they arrived at the Mount of Olives, “You will all 
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fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, ‘I will strike down the Shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock shall be scattered’” (v. 31).  This must have struck the disciples like 
a bolt of lightning.  After all, they had been with Jesus now for three and a half years.  
They had left everything to follow Him – wives, children, homes and lands (Matt. 19:27).  
They had already suffered persecution, even rejection at the hands of their fellow-
countrymen, the Jews (Matt. 10:21-25).  They also love Jesus, and understood something 
of how much He loved them.  They had just shared an intimate meal with Jesus, where 
He had told them of His great love for them and even instituted a new sacrament by 
which they could remember that love.  They probably thought that nothing could make 
them deny Him.  But now He tells them that they were all about to fall away and that they 
would do so that very night.  Now it’s true that this was to happen to fulfill prophecy.  
But when the time came, they didn’t just simply act out the part.  They really became 
afraid and ran for their lives, leaving Jesus behind.  And the Lord didn’t need to work 
anything in their hearts to get them to do this.  They already had this tendency within 
them to deny their Lord.  The only thing that was stopping them from doing it right then 
was the Spirit of God, dwelling in their hearts.  But the time was coming when the Spirit 
would pull back His gracious influences and allow them to do what was already in their 
hearts to do – namely, to deny Christ to save their skins.   

Now as I’ve said before, passages like this can give us a lot of comfort.  They can 
help us to make sense out of our own experiences.  They tell us that true believers still 
struggle with sin, and that’s good to hear, because that’s what we do.  Now I know that 
we don’t like to think about this, but it’s true.  We still have sin in our hearts – a lot of it.  
We have an enemy living in our souls that hates us and wants to destroy us by turning us 
toward things that are evil.  But the saddest part is that this sin also makes us hate God.  It 
makes us hate Him and everything that has to do with Him.  It also makes us love the 
things that He hates, especially sin.  That’s why we can often find ourselves wanting to 
do the things that are wrong, and having a difficult time doing the things that are right.  
Of course, we wouldn’t have any love for God in our hearts at all or want to do His will 
at all, if it weren’t for the fact that His Spirit also lives in our hearts.  For that we ought to 
be very thankful.  But the fact that the Spirit is there and is at work doesn’t take away the 
fact that sin is still there and is still at work.  We need to beware.  We need to watch over 
our hearts, because they will betray us.  They will lead us away from the Lord, if we’re 
not careful.  That’s what it was about to do in the hearts of the disciples.   

But there’s more.  Not only was it true that the sin in the hearts of the disciples 
was about to make them deny Christ, but even after Jesus told them about it, they denied 
that it was possible, especially Peter.  Notice what he said in verse 33, “Even though all 
may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.”  Sin is deceitful.  It can make us 
think more highly of ourselves than we ought (Rom. 12:3).  But Solomon writes, “Pride 
goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before stumbling” (Prov. 16:18).  That’s a 
verse we should all memorize.  “Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I say to you that this very night, 
before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times’” (v. 34).  The greater the pride, the 
greater the fall.  He said to Peter, “You’re not only going to fall away, you’re going to 
deny Me three times this very night.”  But Peter still wouldn’t accept this.  He said, 
“Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You” (v. 35a).  And “all the disciples said 
the same thing too” (v. 35b).  They all had a much higher estimation of themselves than 
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Christ had.  But who was right:  Christ or them?  Of course we know that Jesus was.  He 
knows what’s in our hearts.   

Now we shouldn’t be too harsh on the disciples.  How many times have we done 
the same thing?  How many times have we thought that our love and commitment to 
Christ was stronger than it was, so strong that we wouldn’t deny Him either?  But how 
many times has our experience taught us otherwise?  How many times when we had the 
opportunity to tell someone else about Christ have we failed to do so, because we were 
afraid?  This is the same as denying Him.  How many times have we thought that we had 
overcome our besetting sins, only to fall into them once again?  How many times have 
we found ourselves condemning others for their weaknesses and failures, and yet we do 
the same things?  We need a more realistic estimation of our strengths and weaknesses.  
We need to know our limitations.  Well, what are they?  Our Lord tells us that apart from 
Him, we have no strength at all.  He says, “The flesh profits nothing . . . apart from Me, 
you can do nothing . . . those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (John 6:63; 15:5; 
Rom. 8:8).  In ourselves, we don’t have any strength.  When we begin to think that we 
do, we are right on the verge of a fall.  Paul, after the Lord gave him that wonderful 
revelation of heaven, was tempted to exalt himself (2 Cor. 12:1-6).  To keep him from 
doing this, God sent a messenger of Satan to buffet him, to keep him humble.  Paul 
prayed three times that God might take it away.  But the Lord said to him, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9a).  When Paul 
realized this was true, he was able to say, “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast 
about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am well 
content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with 
difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong” (vv. 9b-10).  If we 
would only learn to trust in ourselves less and in Christ more, perhaps we wouldn’t be so 
liable to fall into sin.  Maybe we would even be able to overcome the sins we wrestle 
with the most.  By ourselves, we are weak.  But in Christ, we are strong.  This is 
something the disciples should have recognized about themselves, but didn’t.   

And this brings us to our last point.  Even though the disciples were about to deny 
Christ, and even though their hearts were so sinful that they deceived themselves into 
thinking that they would never fall away from Him, yet Jesus still loved them and prayed 
for them.  He was not willing to let them go.  Jesus didn’t say it as plainly as He could 
here, but He did imply this in our passage.  He said in verse 32, “But after I have been 
raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”  Yes, Jesus was going to be betrayed by Judas 
into the hands of the Gentiles.  Yes, His disciples were all going to fall away.  Peter was 
going to deny Him three times, and He was going to be crucified.  But yet, Jesus was 
going to be raised again from the dead and go before them into Galilee.  But why was He 
going to Galilee if His disciples weren’t going to be there?  The point is they were.  But 
they only were because of what Jesus had done and was going to continue to do for them, 
and that is pray.  He prayed for them.  In Luke’s account, just before Jesus tells Peter that 
he would deny Him three times, Jesus said to him, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has 
demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith 
may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” 
(22:31).  Now why did Peter deny Christ in the first place?  It was because of his 
weakness, the weakness of his flesh.  But why did Peter turn back again to Christ?  Was it 
because of his own strength?  No.  It was because of Christ’s prayers for him.  That’s the 
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only reason why anyone ever turns back to Him.  It’s the only reason why you or I will 
ever do so – it’s the only reason we ever turn to Him in the first place.  Jesus prays for us.  
He prays that His Father would uphold the presence of His Spirit in our hearts.  Like the 
apostle Paul, we have nothing to boast of.  We are weak.  But He is strong.  Left to 
ourselves, we would deny Him every time.  Left to ourselves, we would sin against Him 
every time.  Left to ourselves, we would never have come to Him in the first place.  Let’s 
learn from this to stop trusting ourselves and our own abilities, and let’s begin to look to 
Christ more.  Let’s look to Christ for everything we need to live the Christian life.  He 
has everything, and we have nothing.   

And so are you lost and without Christ this morning?  Look to Him for His 
salvation.  Are you struggling with your sins and can’t overcome them?  Look to Christ 
for the strength to overcome them.  Are you fighting against despair or depression or 
sorrow?  Look to Christ for His joy.  Are you struggling to love your enemies?  Look to 
Christ for His love.  Everything you need is in Christ.  He has lived and died to become 
all that you need.  But you must look to Him in faith to receive His help.   

And let’s not forget that Jesus Christ also prays for you, if you are a Christian this 
morning.  He continually intercedes before His Father for you.  He does this to keep you 
in the grace of His Father, so that you won’t fall fully and finally away from Him.  He 
prays so that you might be strong in His service.  He even prays for you to give you the 
strength to look to Him in faith.  Let’s look to Him then even more than we do for the 
power we need to walk in His paths.  And let us give to Jesus all our love and praise, 
because He is willing to pray for us and because He does pray for us.  Amen.   


