
 

“Christ’s Glory Revealed” 
(Matthew 17:1-13) 

 
 
 

 In Howard Pyle’s classic book, King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, he tells 
us of a great battle which took place between King Arthur and one of his rivals, King Pellinore.  
In the battle, he was severely wounded and had to be taken to a hermitage in order to recover.  
While he was there, he saw the lovely Lady Guinevere for the first time and immediately fell in 
love with her.  Later, when her father’s kingdom was threatened by a rival king, Arthur asked 
Merlin to disguise him so that he could go to Guinevere at Cameliard and see her without being 
recognized, and so that he could see the danger his good friend, Guinevere’s father, was in.  
Merlin answered Authur’s request by giving him a cap, which, when he wore it, would conceal 
his kingly majesty and make him look like a country youth.  Arthur set out for Cameliard in his 
disguise, and when he arrived, he was immediately hired by the king’s gardener as an assistant.  
From there he could see the lovely Guinevere when she was on her balcony or in her garden, 
without being noticed.  When Cameliard was again threatened by the rival king, he went out 
more than once dressed in white armor to protect Guinevere and her father’s kingdom, and each 
time he overcame them and kept the kingdom safe.  When his kingdom was threatened once 
more, Guinevere’s father wished to contact the white knight, but didn’t know how.  Guinevere 
wasn’t sure who the white knight was, but suggested that he call the gardener boy, for each time 
the white knight appeared, he would strangely disappear.  The youth was summoned into the 
presence of the King, and asked to remove his cap.  When he did, his glory was revealed.  The 
King immediately fell to his knees before him as his daughter looked on in astonishment.  She 
recognized him as the wounded knight she had seen in the hermitage, but he recognized that the 
man standing before him was none other than the sovereign of all England, King Arthur.   

 This story of King Arthur, though just a story, is similar in many ways with the passage we are 
looking at this morning.  The Bible tells us that Jesus is also a king, who, in order to defend His 
bride and His kingdom, concealed His glory and came down to earth.   He is the sovereign Lord 
of the whole universe.  He loves his bride and His kingdom with an infinite love.  And in order to 
protect them both from the kingdom of darkness, He clothed Himself with flesh, with our human 
nature, He veiled His deity and came down to earth.  Now Jesus didn’t put on our humanity only 
to hide His deity.  He needed to become a man so that He could work out our salvation, by 
obeying God’s Law and dying for us.  But this humanity still served to hide His glory, as the 
popular Christmas hymn tells us, “Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see.  Hail the incarnate deity.”  
His flesh didn’t hide all of His glory, but it did hide enough so that not everyone could see it, 
only those whom He had chosen.  This morning, we will see that after Jesus revealed Himself to 
His disciples as the Messiah, He then revealed something of His glory to three of them on the 
Mount of Transfiguration.   
 Now as I said, Jesus had just revealed to His disciples the fact that He was the Messiah 
and that He would soon have to die.  When Peter rebuked Him for this, He told Peter and the 
disciples that they too must be willing to lay down their lives, if they were to follow Him.  To 
encourage them, He also assured them that if they did, they would be rewarded.  “For,” He said, 
“the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then 
recompense every man according to His deeds” (Matt. 16:27).  He then said at the end of the 
chapter, “Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who shall not taste 
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death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”  Now what did Jesus mean by this?  
Some say that He was talking about His resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His sending 
of the Spirit to empower them to be the heralds of His kingdom, and they could be right, since 
His ascension was the day in which He was crowned King by His Father.  Others say that Jesus 
was talking about the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 A. D., when Jesus exercised 
His royal power by sending the armies of Rome against the covenant breaking Jews.  This is also 
possible.  But still others believe that Jesus was referring to what was about to take place:  the 
revelation of His glory to three of the disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration.  If this wasn’t 
what Jesus meant, it was at least a foreshadowing of that coming of Christ in the glory of His 
kingdom.   
 Matthew tells us that “six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his 
brother [the three who were privileged to be with Him on very special occasions], and brought 
them up to a high mountain by themselves.  And He was transfigured before them; and His face 
shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light” (vv. 1-2).  Jesus brought them to 
a mountain in Galilee, perhaps the same mountain on which He had earlier taught and done 
several of His miracles, and was transformed before them.  The glory which He had with the 
Father from all eternity as a part of His deity, the glory which Jesus would later pray that the 
Father would give to Him as the God-man in His high priestly prayer (John 17:5), the same glory 
in which Jesus would later appear to such men as the apostle Paul -- which was so bright and 
glorious that it knocked him off of his horse as he was on his way to Damascus (Acts 22:6-7) --, 
and the apostle John -- when he was on the Isle of Patmos --, this same glory radiated through 
His flesh.  His face shone like the sun.  His clothes were white like light.  It was the glory of His 
majesty, the glory of His holiness, the glory of His deity.  Peter had confessed Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, and now Jesus was pulling back the veil and showing him that 
what he had said was true.   
 But this wasn’t all that the three disciples saw.  Not only did they behold the glory of 
Christ, they also saw two men appear and begin to talk with Jesus.  These two men were Moses 
and Elijah.  Luke tells us that they also appeared in glory (Luke 9:30-31).  They also were 
shining like Jesus, even though not as brightly, for they were glorified with their Lord in heaven.  
The Bible says that each of us who have believed in Christ will also one day be glorified with 
Him.  Each of us will shine, but we will differ in glory, like the stars in the sky differ from one 
another, according to what each of us has done for Christ’s glory.  Let this be an encouragement 
to us to seek to shine brightly for Christ here, so that He will also make us shine more for His 
glory there.   
 But now what were Moses and Elijah talking about with Jesus?  Luke tells us they were 
speaking to Him about His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem (v. 31).  
They were talking to Him about His crucifixion.  Why Jesus needed to talk to them, we don’t 
know.  But certainly it must have had to do with what these two men represented.  Moses 
represented the Law, the Law of righteousness, the Law which drives us to Jesus and the Law 
which Jesus came to fulfill.  Elijah represented the prophets, those men who saw His glory and 
spoke of Him (John 12:41).  They were speaking to Jesus about His crucifixion, His death which 
would atone for the sins of His people committed against the Law and which would fulfill the 
writings of the prophets.  Perhaps this was simply meant to be a picture to us of how Jesus was 
about to fulfill the whole of Scripture through His crucifixion and death.   
 One thing is sure:  Peter didn’t know what to make of it.  But since he was always bold to 
speak up when no one else knew what to say, He said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; 
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if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah” (Matt. 17:4).  “If you three are going to be here for a while, I’ll make you each a small 
tent, a shelter, so you’ll have a place to rest.”  Luke tells us that Peter was so overwhelmed, he 
really didn’t know what he was saying.  But Jesus didn’t need to answer Peter’s foolish question, 
because His Father answered it for Him.  “While he was still speaking . . . a bright cloud 
overshadowed them; and . . . a voice out of the cloud [spoke to them], saying, ‘This is My 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’” (v. 5).  It appears as though the 
Father was saying to Peter, “Don’t just sit there saying foolish things.  Instead, look who is here:  
My beloved Son, the image of My glorious Being.  Listen to what He has to say.  Obey what He 
tells you.”   
 Now after Peter, James and John saw Jesus shining in all His glory, Moses and Elijah 
also appearing in glory, after they saw this appearance of the shekinah glory of God and heard 
His voice, they were terrified and fell to the ground on their faces.  They suddenly became 
keenly aware that they were in the presence of the Holy God.  But “Jesus came to them and 
touched them and said, ‘Arise, and do not be afraid.’  And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, 
except Jesus Himself alone” (vv. 7-8).  What they saw was very much like what the Jews saw at 
Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law.  God was on the holy mountain.  The flames of a great 
furnace ascended into the sky.  The ground quaked.  A dark cloud covered the mountain.  And a 
thundering voice spoke with the sound of a trumpet.  God told Moses that this vision was meant 
to strike fear in the hearts of His people so that they would obey His Law (Ex. 20:20).  What 
these three disciples saw, who represented the new Israel, also terrified them.  But this time, this 
wasn’t what the Lord intended.  Christ came to them and comforted them.  He told them not to 
be afraid.  He had not come to terrify them, but to remove their fear of God’s wrath through His 
death.   
 Now as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus warned them not to tell anyone 
about the vision they saw, until He had risen from the dead.  Apparently, Jesus still wanted to 
hide certain things about Himself from men, otherwise, He would have revealed His glory to 
everyone and not just these three.  But the disciples had a question.  They had just seen Elijah on 
the mount, and it triggered a thought in their minds.  “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah 
must come first?” (v. 10).  Notice, they didn’t say why do the Scriptures say this, which they do 
in Malachi 4:5, but why do the scribes teach this.  This shows us that the disciples didn’t know 
the Scriptures as well as they would later.  “Why do the scribes say that Elijah must first come?  
Are they right, Jesus?  If you’re the Messiah, which we believe you are, then why hasn’t Elijah 
come?”  Jesus answered, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things” (v. 11).  He agreed with 
what the scribes were teaching and with what Malachi prophesied.  Elijah is coming first.  “But,” 
Jesus says, “Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 
wished” (v. 12).  “Yes, the prophets do say that Elijah is coming first.  But don’t you realize that 
he has already come.  They didn’t realize who he was, and because they didn’t, they didn’t 
receive what he had to say, but killed him.”  “So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their 
hands” (v. 12).  When Jesus said this, they realized that He was speaking to them about John the 
Baptist.  He was the one who came in the spirit and power of Elijah.  He was the one who came 
to turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children and the children to their fathers.  He is the 
one who prepared the way for Jesus’ arrival.  But Herod had taken him and put him to death, and 
it would only be a little while, before the Jews would do the same thing to Jesus.   
 Now when we hear about the death of Jesus, it causes us to have mixed emotions -- 
doesn’t it? -- just like it must have done to the disciples.  We love Jesus.  We don’t want to think 
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about His suffering.  We don’t want to think about His death, at least to think just about His 
death.  It doesn’t give us any pleasure to think about what He had to go through to pay for our 
sins.  But at the same time we also realize that His death was the way to His glorification.  It was 
the means by which Jesus, as a man, would receive what the disciples saw on the mount of 
transfiguration.  It was also the only way He could remove the dark cloud of God’s wrath and 
curse, the cloud of Sinai which hangs over all of our heads when we come into this world, and 
replace it with the bright cloud of God’s blessing.  Jesus, out of His love for us, veiled His glory 
in a human nature and came into the world to die for us.  He loved us so much, that He came to 
fight for our souls, to overcome the enemy of our souls, and He won.  And now, He is highly 
exalted and glorified.  Now, when we see His glory, we can bow before Him, no longer in 
absolute fear, but now in fear mixed with joy because He has saved us.  Christ has taken the 
handwriting which was against us and removed it out of the way, by nailing it to His cross (Col. 
2:14).   
 The question I would ask in closing is, Has Christ done this for you?  When you come to 
Christ, when you see the brightness of His glory, do you hear the words, “‘Arise, and do not be 
afraid,’ for I have died for you?  I have washed your sins away in My blood?”  Or do you see 
instead a dark cloud of judgment hanging over your head and sense that you are still under God’s 
wrath?  If you have savingly trusted in Christ, you need to realize that you have nothing to fear.  
He has taken away your sins.  He has saved you from judgment.  Now you might still be afraid, 
if you’re not convinced that He has done this for you.  But if that is the case, you need to pray 
until you are convinced in your heart that it’s true.  But if you haven’t trusted in the Lord, if you 
haven’t savingly believed in Christ, then no matter how safe you might feel, you are great 
danger.  The cloud of His wrath is still over your head.  You will know in your heart that it is.  If 
this is the case with you, you need to turn from your sins this morning and turn to Christ.  You 
need to trust in Him to save you.  You need to believe in Him to deliver you from the day of His 
wrath.  If this is your situation, then come to Him now, and ask Him to save you.  If you 
sincerely mean it from your heart, He will save you, and deliver you from all your fears.  May 
God grant you the mercy to do this.  Amen.   


