
“Christ’s Coronation” 

(Acts 5:27-32) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we broke ground on this third and final period of redemptive history:  

that of the progress of Christ’s glorious kingdom.   

a.  The first period was that of preparation:  after man fell into sin, God began 

preparing the way for His Messiah.   

b.  The second period had to do with Christ’s work:  how He became a man and 

humbled Himself to obey and suffer to purchase salvation for His people.   

c.  The third period has to do with Christ’s applying that work.   

 

2.  This is the time when Jesus began to receive the joy that was set before Him when 

He endured the cross.   

a.  In His work, He laid the foundation for the salvation of His people:  now He 

begins to gather them in.   

(i)  He had been gathering them in throughout history, beginning with Adam 

and Eve.   

(ii)  But there were relatively few saved compared to those He would now 

gather together.   

 

b.  His work also laid the foundation for the destruction of Satan’s kingdom.   

(i)  Adam handed the world over to Satan when he sinned, and Satan became 

the god of this world.   

(ii)  But Christ crushed his head through His ministry and bound him so that he 

couldn’t stop the plundering of his house.   

(iii)  That work of plundering is what we see Him now begin.   

(a)  Satan can’t hold those for whom the Lord died.   

(b)  What more do we need to encourage us to evangelize?    

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But to bring this advancement and gathering about, there was something more 

that Jesus Christ needed.   

a.  His payment was complete.   

(i)  During the thirty four years between His incarnation and resurrection, He 

did everything that was necessary to redeem us.   

(ii)  Nothing needs to be added by us or anyone else.   

 

b.  But to apply this salvation, something else was needed:  Christ needed to be 

exalted.   

(i)  Christ needed to come into this world to pay for our redemption.   

(ii)  But He also needed to be raised from the dead and exalted into heaven to 

apply it.   
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2.  This morning, we’re going to consider why this is true:   

a.  First, why He needed to be raised to apply His redemption.   

b.  And second, why He needed to be crowned to apply His redemption.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why did Jesus need to be raised to save us?   

1.  The simple answer is that the Father entrusted the whole work of redeeming us to 

Jesus:   

a.  That’s why Jesus offered Himself as our priest.   

b.  And that’s also why He needed to be raised and exalted as King.   

(i)  As long as His work wasn’t applied, it couldn’t do us any good.   

(ii)  We needed someone to apply it – not in the sense that the Holy Spirit does, 

when He makes us alive, but in the sense of sending the Spirit of God to 

make that application – the only One who could do this was the God-man.   

(iii)  And so after He finished His payment through His death, the Father raised 

Him from the dead and rewarded Him with the ability to apply it.   

 

2.  There were actually several things about the resurrection that enabled Christ to 

impart the life He had purchased.   

a.  First, it was by His resurrection that He was able to raise us.   

(i)  He earned His resurrection through His work and His exaltation.  Paul 

writes, “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  For this 

reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name” (Phil. 2:8, 9).   

(a)  Part of His reward was being raised again to life so that He could apply 

His work.   

(b)  A dead Savior couldn’t have saved us; but a living Savior could.   

 

(ii)  But He was also raised for us.   

(a)  He obeyed for us.   

(b)  He suffered and died for us.   

(c)  And He was raised for us.   

(d)  As our covenant head, He did all that He did for us.   

(e)  Adam’s sin condemned us, but Christ’s obedience saved us.   

(f)  His reward becomes our reward; and so His resurrection becomes our 

resurrection.   

 

b.  Second, it was by His resurrection that He justified us.   

(i)  Christ was in a very real sense justified by His resurrection.   

(a)  When Jesus took our guilt, He became guilty and was condemned for 

us.   

(b)  God poured His wrath out on Jesus for that guilt.   

(c)  But when Jesus suffered and died for that guilt, He made a full and 

complete payment to the Father, so Jesus could be raised to life.   
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(d)  His resurrection was God’s statement to the world that He received 

Christ’s payment.   

 

(ii)  But it was by His justification that we were justified.   

(a)  God received Christ’s payment for us.   

(b)  And so we were justified.   

 

(iii)  We should note that if God was satisfied with Christ’s payment, we 

should be satisfied with it as well:   

(a)  We shouldn’t keep looking for other ways to appease God, but receive 

the payment He made for us:  Christ and Christ alone.   

(b)  We should also consider it to enough for each other’s sins – if my 

brother or sister offends me, and they have asked God to forgive them 

for Christ’s sake, and they have asked me, I shouldn’t demand a double 

payment; I should forgive them because Christ has paid for their sin.   

 

c.  Third, it was by His resurrection that Jesus received eternal life and became the 

source of eternal life for us.   

(i)  Jesus said, “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even 

so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes” (John 5:21).   

(ii)  The Father gave Jesus this life as the reward of His work, beginning with 

His resurrection.   

(a)  Before the resurrection, Jesus was mortal; but now He is immortal.   

(b)  Jesus said to His disciple John, when He gave him the Revelation, “Do 

not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was 

dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death 

and of Hades” (Rev. 1:17-18).   

(c)  And Paul tells us, “Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the 

dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him” (Rom. 

6:9).   

 

(iii)  Now that Jesus has eternal life, He may give it to whomever He wishes.   

(a)  He is the only One who possesses this life; you won’t find it in anyone 

else.   

(b)  If you want eternal life, you must come to Him.   

(c)  This is His reward for His work of redemption; and it was given to Him 

in the resurrection.   

 

d.  Fourth, it was through the resurrection that Jesus entered into His joy and 

became our source of joy.   

(i)  When He was raised, He rejoiced because His work was finished and He 

entered His rest.   

(ii)  But the church rejoiced as well, because this was when we were raised and 

justified and given eternal life through faith in His name.  Peter writes, 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 

His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you” (1 Pet. 1:3-4).   

(iii)  That’s why on the day of His resurrection – the Lord’s Day – we are to 

observe a holy rest from all our work, and meet with the Lord and His 

people to rejoice.  As the psalmist writes, “This is the day the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps. 118:24).   

 

e.  Finally, it was through the resurrection that Jesus brought in the Gospel era.   

(i)  Until Jesus rose from the dead, the Old Covenant dispensation was still in 

effect.   

(ii)  But once He was raised, it was over:  Christ was like the sun that eclipsed 

the Old Covenant.   

(iii)  Now a much more glorious and joyful time has begun.   

(iv)  It’s a great blessing to be living at this particular time.   

(a)  But we need to remember that with great blessing comes great 

responsibility.   

(b)  To whom much is given, much is required.   

(c)  Make sure that you have received Christ as He is offered to you in the 

Gospel, otherwise your greater privileges will speak out against you on 

the last day.   

 

B.  Second, why did Jesus need to be crowned in order to save us?   

1.  The Bible tells us that after Jesus was raised, He ascended into heaven forty days 

later.   

a.  After He appeared to His disciples, after He appeared to the more than five 

hundred brethren, after He had given instructions to His disciples, He went up 

into heaven.   

b.  And after He went up into heaven, He sat down at the right hand of God:   

(i)  This was the day He entered as high priest into the holy of holies in heaven 

through His own blood there to plead the merits of His sacrifice (Heb. 

7:25).   

(ii)  This was also the time of His exaltation, when the Father placed Him over 

all power and authority and every name that is named; the day of His 

coronation, when the Father set the crown on His head and gave Him the 

kingdom He had purchased; and the day when the Father began to subdue 

His enemies under His feet (Ps. 110:1).   

 

2.  Why did the Father exalt Jesus?   

a.  It was so He might apply His work, “He is the one whom God exalted to His 

right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and 

forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31).   

b.  When the Father crowned Him King of the universe, He subjected all of 

heaven and earth to Him, so that He could govern everything for the good of 

His church.   



5 

 

(i)  The angels are subject to Him, so that He might send them to minister to 

us, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the 

sake of those who will inherit salvation?” (Heb. 1:14).   

(ii)  And everything else is as well:  Paul writes that God “raised Him from the 

dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 

rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, 

not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things in 

subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 

church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph. 

1:18-23).   

(iii)  He did this that as our King He might save us; and that is exactly what He 

did.   

(a)  Jesus has the only sacrifice that can save you.   

(b)  He alone can subdue your heart to Himself.   

(c)   Christ alone has control over the circumstances of your life to keep you 

moving towards Him.   

(d)  He alone has authority over the powers of darkness so that they cannot 

destroy you.   

(e)  You can’t save yourself, but He can and He alone.   

(f)  You can’t keep yourself in the grace of God, but He can and He alone.   

(g)  If you haven’t come to Christ, then come to Him now as the only 

Savior.   

(h)  But if you have come, then prepare to profess that faith by receiving the 

elements of His body and blood and to receive His grace.  Amen.   
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