
 

“Christ’s Compassion for His People” 
(Matthew 15:29-39) 

 
 

 
 What analogy could we use to describe the kind of relationship that Jesus has with us?  
What is our relationship with Him like?  There are many pictures used in Scripture, but this 
morning I would like for us to think about two in particular:  that of a shepherd to his sheep, and 
that of a father to his children.  Jesus watches over us as a shepherd watches over his sheep and 
provides for our needs.  He provides us with food and water.  He keeps us away from things that 
can hurt us, and keeps things that can hurt us away from us.  When we are sick, He takes care of 
us.  When we go astray, He guides us with His staff, and uses His rod to correct and discipline 
us.  We are very blessed to have someone so wonderful as the Great Shepherd to watch over our 
souls.  But the Bible tells us that we are even closer to Him than this.  Jesus is also a father to us, 
and we are His children.  There are few relationships in the world that are as close and as loving 
as this.  Children, sometimes we really don’t understand how blessed we are to have parents who 
love us.  Sometimes we take them for granted.  But think about all the things they do for you.  
When you were born and were too small and helpless to take care of yourself, your parents took 
care of you, and nurtured you, so that you could grow up.  And now that you’re older, they still 
take care of you.  When you’re hungry, they give you food to eat.  When you’re sick, they take 
care of you.  When you’re hurt, they clean out your cuts, put Band-Aids on them, and give you 
love and comfort.  When you’re depressed and going through hard times, they encourage you.  
Whatever your need is, you can come to them, and they will listen and care for you.  There is 
really nothing like the love of parents to their children.  It is stronger and deeper than just about 
any other relationship we have.  But do you realize that this is the kind of love that Jesus has for 
us?  He loves us as a parent does His children.  Parents, think about how you love your children.  
This is how Jesus loves us, only His love is much purer and much stronger.   
 Our passage this morning tells us about the love Jesus has for His covenant people.  It is 
the second time Jesus healed and fed a large number of people, all at the same time.  The first 
time, He ministered to five thousand men, besides the women and children who were also there.  
This time, He ministers to four thousand, again besides the women and children who were 
present.  But again it shows us something of the love and compassion which Jesus has for His 
people.   
 Matthew tells us that Jesus now leaves the region of Tyre and Sidon, where He had very 
mercifully healed the Canaanite woman’s daughter, and goes back down to the Sea of Galilee, to 
a place Matthew calls “the mountain.”  It appears from the Scripture that this is a place where 
Jesus did some very important things.  This is very likely the same mountain that Jesus was 
sitting on when He preached the Sermon on the Mount (5:1).  It is also very likely the mountain 
Jesus was on with His twelve disciples just before He fed the five thousand, and the mountain on 
which He spent time in prayer afterwards, just before He went out onto the Sea of Galilee to 
teach His disciples a lesson in faith (John 6:3, 15; Matt. 14:23).  It could also be the mountain in 
Galilee on which Jesus gave His disciples the Great Commission.  But at any rate, Jesus now 
returns to this mountain, just before He shows us another act of His great mercy and compassion.   
 Matthew tells us that as Jesus was sitting on this mountain, great multitudes of people 
began coming to Him.  But notice that the people weren’t alone.  They also brought with them 
people who needed Jesus.  They brought with them people who couldn’t bring themselves.  They 
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brought those who were lame and couldn’t walk.  They brought those who were blind and 
couldn’t see.  They brought those who were dumb and couldn’t talk.  And they brought many 
others as well and laid them down at the feet of Jesus.  They knew that their doctors couldn’t do 
anything to help them.  They knew that it was impossible for any man to help them.  But they 
knew it wasn’t impossible for Jesus.  Jesus could do all things well.  He had already healed many 
many people.  There wasn’t anyone who had come to Him for healing who had not gone away 
whole.  And Jesus didn’t disappoint them.  He healed them all.  The crowds of people were 
amazed as they saw the dumb begin to speak, those with crippled limbs made whole, the lame 
begin to walk, and the blind begin to see.  It was such a wonderful display of the miraculous that 
no one could deny that their covenant God was present, healing His people of their diseases and 
afflictions, “and they glorified the God of Israel” (v. 31).  They gave praise to the only One in 
heaven or earth who could do such great things.   
 But this isn’t all that Jesus did for them.  We read in verse 32 that He ministered to the 
people for three days.  Did it take three days to heal them all?  I don’t think so.  Jesus 
undoubtedly also used this as an opportunity to teach and to preach to them, to declare to them 
the wonderful news of God’s kingdom.  And the people were so engrossed with what He was 
saying and doing that they spent three days in that desolate place listening to Him and watching 
Him.  But now they had been there so long that they had used up all their food, that is, if they 
had brought any food to start with.  It might have been that their food for the last three days was 
the Word of God.  Jesus said it was His meat and drink, for the time they were there, it might 
have been theirs as well.  But Jesus took note of the fact that the people had now been with them 
for three days and were hungry.  He didn’t want to send them away hungry.  They might faint 
along the way because they hadn’t eaten in such a long time.  And so He called His disciples 
over to Him and told them that He didn’t want them to leave like this.  He wanted to feed them.  
But what did the disciples do?  Did they take the trouble to think back to only a few weeks or 
months earlier, when Jesus had fed the five thousand in the same place?  Did they realize that 
Jesus could do the same miracle again?  No.  They immediately looked to themselves and to their 
own resources.  In their minds they searched their own supplies.  They thought about the fact that 
they didn’t have enough food, and there wasn’t a store in sight, nor was there enough money to 
buy bread, even if there had been.  And so they said to Him, “Where would we get so many 
loaves in a desolate place to satisfy such a great multitude?”  Well, you can’t work with what 
you don’t have, but you can with what you do.  And so Jesus asked them, “‘How many loaves do 
you have?’  And they said, ‘Seven, and a few small fish.’”  But surely that isn’t enough.  What 
are seven loaves and a few small fish for so many people?  Not enough!  Not nearly enough!  But 
when Jesus is there, it is far more than enough.  Jesus told the multitudes to sit down on the 
ground.  Then He took the loaves and fish, gave thanks to His Father for them, and then broke 
them and gave them to His disciples, as He did before, and they served the people.  And again, 
after everyone was full, they gathered what was left over so that nothing would be wasted, and 
they filled seven large baskets -- not one for each disciple this time, but one for each loaf of 
bread that they started with.  And the number of people who were fed were four thousand men, 
besides women and children.  There could easily have been over fifteen thousand people there.   
 Now why did Jesus do this?  Why did He heal these people, and why did He feed them?  
Well we know that Jesus did these miracles to show them who He was.  He is the Lord, the 
covenant God of Israel.  These miracles were to prove to them that He was their Messiah and 
that they should listen to His Word.  These things are true.  He is God.  We should listen to Him.  
But why did Jesus do the kinds of miracles that He did?  One of the reasons was again that Jesus 
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was showing them who He was.  God was the One who healed His Old Covenant people and 
prepared a table for them when they were in the wilderness.  Jesus is doing the same, showing 
them that He is their Messiah and their God.  But why did He do these particular kinds of 
miracles?  Why didn’t He just open a great canyon in the ground, or cause a mountain to rise up 
to the heavens?  Why didn’t He make the skies dark with clouds and send lightening and 
thunder?  Why didn’t He cause fire to come from heaven to burn up a forest or a city?  Why did 
He heal them and feed them?  It’s because these were more than just miracles to prove who He 
was.  They were also miracles to show what kind of a God He is:  a God of compassion, a God of 
mercy.  When Jesus saw the sick, the lame, the crippled and the blind, He felt for their need.  He 
sympathized with their weakness.  He knew the difficulties that these afflictions caused.  If you 
can’t walk, you can’t work.  If you can’t work, you can’t feed or clothe yourself or your family.  
If you can’t do these things, unless you beg, you won’t live very long.  When Jesus saw that the 
people had stayed with Him for three days, and were hungry, and might very well faint on the 
way, He felt compassion for them.  He wanted to feed them so that they wouldn’t pass out and 
injure themselves.  When Jesus saw that they were ignorant, that their shepherds had not fed 
them the Word of God, He opened that Word and fed them spiritual bread.  Jesus has a heart of 
compassion and mercy.  He cares for His people.  This is even more amazing when you consider 
that He knew the hearts of all men.  He knew that the vast majority of these people really didn’t 
love Him and would shortly call out for His crucifixion.  But this didn’t stop Him from caring for 
them.  They were His covenant people.  And even if they were not going to be faithful to Him, 
He was still going to be faithful to them.   
 Now what are the things we can learn from this passage of God’s Word?  First, we need 
to understand that the Lord is concerned about our health, because we are His covenant people.  
He is also touched with our weaknesses, as He was with those of His people so many years ago.  
When we are sick, He wants us to come to Him, He wants us to look to Him in prayer.  Can the 
Lord heal us?  Yes, if He wants to.  Can He heal us without doctors?  Yes, again if He wants to.  
Does this mean that when we go to the doctor, we don’t have enough faith?  No.  We do if we 
look to the doctor and not to Christ.  We do if we think the doctor can heal us by himself.  We 
need to remember that they can only heal some people, but not all.  Many they can’t.  What 
makes the difference?  Christ does.  If He wills that we will be healed, we will be healed.  If He 
wills that we won’t be healed, there is nothing that the doctors can do.  Are you sick this 
morning?  Do you have something as minor as a cold or the flu, or is it something more serious, 
like back problems, stomach problems, or problems with some other organ in your body?  Do the 
doctors not even know what your problem is?  What have you done about it?  Have you looked 
to the doctors without looking to the Lord?  You need to look to Christ.  We’re wrong if we think 
that He isn’t concerned.  Jesus saw His covenant people and felt compassion for them.  He loves 
His children and cares for their needs.  He will care for us, either by healing our bodies Himself, 
or by using the doctor to heal us.  But He wants us to look to Him in faith to do it.   
 Second, do you understand that the Lord is also concerned about whether or not you have 
enough to eat?  Do you realize that He is the One who gives you everyday what you have now?  
Children, do you understand that when your parents fix you breakfast, or lunch or dinner, that 
they are only giving you what Jesus has given to them.  Your parents wouldn’t have anything to 
feed you if Jesus was not full of compassion.  That is why we bow our heads before every meal 
and give thanks to God for giving us our daily bread.  Every good thing we have to enjoy comes 
from Him.  That is why we must always remember to thank Him for everyone of His blessings, 
and why we should always look to Him for the things we need.  Is there anything you need this 
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morning?  Are your basic needs of food, clothing or shelter not being met?  You need to know 
that the Lord is concerned about you.  He cares for you.  And so you must come to Him and ask 
Him.  James says that you have not because you ask not.  Don’t be afraid to ask.  He will make 
good on all of His promises.  He has many ways in which He can meet your needs.  But you 
must ask Him and trust Him to do it.   
 But lastly, do you also understand that the Lord is concerned, not only about your 
physical health and needs, but also that your souls are healthy and well nourished?  He is.  The 
Lord is full of compassion.  And if He is concerned about areas of less importance, you can be 
sure that He is in those areas which are far more important.  He wants you to be spiritually well.  
He wants you to be spiritually healthy.  And so I would ask you, Is your soul sick this morning?  
Have you fallen into some sin from which you can’t seem to free yourself?  Have you been 
struggling with lust, or hatred, or laziness or unforgiveness?  Is there something that you have 
fallen in love with more than Christ?  Do you think that you have betrayed Jesus, and now He 
won’t forgive you?  You need to understand that when you sin, the Lord sends conviction into 
your heart, not to drive you away, but to draw you near.  He wants you to come to Him to receive 
His forgiveness, His healing, and His strength to overcome your sins.  His heart yearns for you.  
He knows you need Him, and He wants you to come.  He is the Good Shepherd.  He cares for 
His Sheep.  He will not cast you away, but will discipline you with His rod, and use the staff of 
His Word to instruct you and guide you back into the right path, because you are His child.  If 
this is your situation this morning, let go of your sin and return to Christ.  He stands waiting to 
receive you.   
 But on the other hand is your soul not just sick, but dead?  Are you walking in darkness 
and don’t know how to find your way to God?  Has the Lord opened your eyes to see your sin, 
and shown you that if you don’t find a way to have your sins taken away that you will be cast 
away from Him forever into hell?  You need to know that God is a compassionate God.  He sent 
His Son into the world to save sinners.  He tells you that if you will come to Him through Christ, 
He will forgive all your sins and give you His perfect righteousness, so that you will be free from 
judgment.  Jesus stands ready this morning to save you.  But you must come to Him in faith.  If 
you do, He will not turn you away, but will openly welcome you into His fold.  Whatever your 
need is this morning, come to Christ.  He is full of compassion and mercy, and He stands ready 
to receive you, if you will only come.  Let us come to Him now in prayer.  Amen.   


