
“Christ’s Betrayal and Rejection” 
(Psalm 41) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Last week, we took a quick glance at the OT prophecies concerning Jesus – from the 

making of the Covenant of Redemption, to His Triumphal Entry and cleansing of the 
Temple.   

B.  We also looked briefly at the fact He would be betrayed and rejected and put to 
death.   

C.  This evening, we will want to focus more closely on the prediction of His betrayal 
and rejection by the people.   

D.  I would like to begin by looking at how the truths of this passage apply to us 
generally, and then to how they applied specifically to Jesus.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  The psalm begins by promising a blessing to one who helps the helpless, “How 
blessed is he who considers the helpless; the Lord will deliver him in a day of 
trouble” (v. 1).   
1.  Have you ever wondered how to have safety and security in life?  Here’s how.   

a.  We need to remember that these promises are still relevant for today.   
b.  The Lord blesses obedience and especially acts of mercy.  
 

2.  There is a general principle in Scripture called the Golden Rule.   
a.  You’ve heard of the “Golden Rule”:  do to others, as you would have them do 

to you.   
b.  This is what Jesus taught His disciples, “However you want people to treat 

you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 7:12).   
c.  This is the same as, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” the second 

commandment that is like the first and greatest (Matt. 22:37).   
d.  This is what the Lord wants us to do.   
e.  Needless to say, not to do so is sin.   
f.  We are not to have a double standard – one for ourselves and one for others.   
g.  We must seek to love and be at peace with all men.   
 

3.  But there is another principle that we don’t often think of:  God will treat us the 
way we treat others.   
a.  A king by the name of Adonai-bezek cut off the big toes and thumbs of the 

seventy kings he defeated.  When the Lord caused his overthrow, the same was 
done to him (Judges 1:7).   

b.  When David took the wife of Uriah and violated her, the Lord allowed some of 
David’s wives to be violated (2 Sam. 12:11).   

c.  He tells us if we don’t forgive others, He won’t forgive us.  After telling His 
disciples the parable of the slave and the ten thousand talents and how the 
unforgiving slave was handed over to the torturers until he should pay back the 
last cent, He said, “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of 
you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:35), and He said at 
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the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, “For if you forgive others for their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matt. 
6:14-15).   

d.  But it works both ways – if we mistreat our neighbor, we will be mistreated.  
But if we show them mercy, the Lord will show us mercy.  Here, if we 
consider the helpless – if we deliver him when he is in need – the Lord will 
deliver us when we are in need.   
(i)  He will protect us and keep us alive.   
(ii)  Others will see the Lord’s blessing on us and call us blessed (Cf. Job).   
(iii)  Our enemies will not overcome us.   
(iv)  The Lord will raise us up when sick.   
(v)  There are exceptions, as we’ll see.  There may be times when its not in our 

or the Lord’s best interest to receive these blessings in this world.   
(vi)  But as a general rule, it’s true:  if we become a means to the Lord’s 

blessing others, He will bless us.   
(vii)  The Lord reminds us again and again:  it does matter how we live.   
(viii)  Yes, Jesus did it all with regard to our salvation.  We can’t earn it.  It is a 

free gift.   
(ix)  But what we do in this world matters:  it can mean blessing or 

chastisement, so let’s be encouraged to show mercy.   
 

B.  But having given us this general principle, David shows us one of the exceptions to 
this rule – not to the Lord’s promise, but how sin can bring the Lord’s chastening and 
the withdrawal of those blessings.   
1.  The Lord blesses when we show mercy.   
2.  But when we sin, He is faithful to chasten us.   

a.  The psalmist talked about the Lord’s blessing of health and protection.   
b.  But suddenly he finds himself in need of these things.  What’s happening?    

(i)  His enemies speak evil against him (v. 5).   
(ii)  They desire his death:  “When will he die, and his name perish” (v. 5).   
(iii)  The Lord had raised up an enemy who lies to him:  “When he comes to 

see me, he speaks falsehood” (v. 6) – trying to injure him with his lies.   
(iv)  His enemy only looks for ways to use what he says against him:  “His 

heart gathers wickedness to itself; when he goes outside, he tells it” (v. 6).   
(v)  All who hate him try to slander him, they “whisper together against me” 

(v. 7).   
(vi)  They want destruction to come on him to do away with him (vv. 7-8).   
(vii)  Even his close and trusted friend, who ate bread at his table, has lifted his 

heel to hurt him (v. 9).   
 

c.  And why is all this happening?  Because of his sin:  he cries out, “Heal my 
soul, for I have sinned against You” (v. 4).   

d.  The Lord’s chastening can be very painful.   
(i)  It can result in the removal of His blessings.   
(ii)  But we need to remember that it is always because of the Lord’s love for 

us, if we are His children.   
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(iii)  Solomon writes, “My son, do not reject the discipline of the Lord or 
loathe His reproof, for whom the Lord loves He reproves, even as a father 
corrects the son in whom he delights” (Prov. 3:11-12).   

(iv)  His correction shows us that we are His children.  The author to the 
Hebrews writes, “It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as 
with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline” (Heb. 
12:7)?   

(v)  And it will always have a good result.  Again, the author to the Hebrews 
writes, “For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but 
He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.  All 
discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those 
who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness” (vv. 10-11).   

 
C.  But how do we have the discipline removed and the blessings restored?  It’s through 

repentance and renewed obedience.   
1.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak 

and the knees that are feeble, and make straight paths for your feet, so that the 
limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed” (vv. 12-13).   

2.  This is what David does.  He confesses his sin and asks for the Lord’s mercy.   
a.  He pleads, “O Lord, be gracious to me; heal my soul, for I have sinned against 

You” (Psalm 41:4); “but You, O Lord, be gracious to me and raise me up, that 
I may repay them” (v. 10).   

b.  The sign of His forgiveness and mercy will be that the enemy will no longer 
oppress him, that he would no longer fall to that sin, and that he would not be 
removed from the Lord’s presence:  “By this I know that You are pleased with 
me, because my enemy does not shout in triumph over me.  As for me, You 
uphold me in my integrity, and You set me in Your presence forever” (vv. 11-
12).   

c.  In other words, there would be a reversal again of his present situation and a 
return to the blessings he once knew:  he would be able to overcome his sins, 
his enemies, and to remain in fellowship with the Lord.   

d.  I want you to notice that this is the plea of a saint and not a sinner.   
(i)  If David had been an unbeliever, he would have no basis on which to plead 

with God.   
(ii)  But since he is, he can ask for God’s mercy.   
(iii)  Even the best of saints sins and needs chastening from time to time.   
(iv)  But there is mercy because of the Lord’s mercy.   
 

D.  And this brings us to the last point:  there are blessings for obedience, removal of 
blessings for disobedience, but restoration of those blessings through repentance and 
renewed obedience.  But all this is possible because of Christ.   
1.  Christ Jesus is the One who has perfectly considered the helpless:  while we were 

still helpful, Christ died for the ungodly (Rom. 5:6).   
a.  While we were helpless in our sins and hatred against God, He laid down His 

life for us.   
b.  He did this to reconcile us to God and to give us His mercies.   
c.  This is what He has done for you, if you are trusting in Him.   
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2.  Because He was willing to do this, the Lord’s protection and blessings were His.   

a.  Even though He never sinned, coming to bear our sins vicariously meant that 
He would be subjected to His enemies, at least temporarily.   

b.  His enemies spoke evil against Him.  They desired His death.  They slandered 
Him.  “Malicious witnesses rise up; they ask me of things that I do not know” 
(Psalm 35:11).   

c.  One of His closest associates – one of the apostles – even one who ate bread at 
His table lifted his heal against Him.   
(i)  This one lied to Him, pretending to be something he wasn’t.  David writes, 

“For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, then I could bear it; nor is it 
one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, then I could hide 
myself from him.  But it is you, a man my equal, my companion and my 
familiar friend; we who had sweet fellowship together walked in the house 
of God in the throng” (Psalm 55:12-14).   

(ii)  He used his inside knowledge of His activities to set Him up and sell Him 
out for thirty pieces of silver.  Zechariah writes, “I said to them, ‘If it is 
good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!’  So they 
weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages.  Then the Lord said to me, 
‘Throw it to the potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued by 
them.’  So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in 
the house of the Lord” (11:12-13).   

 
d.  And finally, He was rejected by the leaders of Israel, the leaders of His own 

people.  He was to be the stone that the builders would reject (Psalm 118:22).   
 e.  But He prayed to His Father for strength, and His Father heard Him because 

of His piety (Heb. 5:7).   
(i)  Even though Jesus had to endure this because of our sins, the Father 

protected Him until He could complete His work.   
(ii)  Though he was betrayed, rejected and would be crucified, yet the Father 

upheld Him in His sufferings, would later raise Him up and vindicate Him, 
and set Him in His presence forever.   

(iii)  His enemies were eventually destroyed in A. D. 70, or would be destroyed 
in the future.   

(iv)  This is why the blessings were there for David.   
(v)  This is why we may also plead for God’s mercies and receive them, if we 

reflect the same character.   
(vi)  Jesus says, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy (Matt. 

5:7).   
(vii)  Jesus brought the mercy of God to us, that we might show the mercy of 

God to others.   
(viii)  “How blessed is he who considers the helpless; the Lord will deliver him 

in a day of trouble.”  Amen.  


