
 

“Christ’s Authority over the Demons, Part 2” 
(Matthew 8:28-34) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were looking at what demons are and at the things they do.  Demons are 
really very wicked beings.  They are purely evil.  They have no good in them at all.  This is why they hate 
God.  This is why the prince of demons, the devil, does as much as he can to spite God by trying to destroy 
God’s church.  It is his nature to hate everything good.  He hates God, he hates Christ, he hates you and me, 
and he even hates the non-Christian, because, even though he is the father of the unbeliever, the unbeliever 
still bears God’s image in some measure.  The devil even hates heaven.  If he could escape the punishment 
of hell and go to heaven, he wouldn’t do it.  If God were to offer him a full pardon, he wouldn’t accept it, 
because being in the presence of God for him would be much more painful than living in a lake of fire.  Of 
course, God will never let this happen, because He hates evil even more than the devil hates good.  He 
would never allow the devil or his demons to pollute the perfect holiness of heaven.  But He will likewise 
never allow anyone who shares that same nature of the devil to enter into heaven.  Even though all those 
who are not Christians are not possessed by demons, yet they share their same nature.  God’s restraint on 
their sin may make that sometimes hard to believe, but it’s true.  And because they share in their same 
nature, they will also share in their punishment.  Christ will one day arise in heaven and return to the earth.  
And when He does He will take all the wicked, both men and angels, judge them, and then cast them into 
the lake of fire, where they will be justly punished for their sins forever.  God has entrusted all judgment to 
the Son, over all mankind, even over all the demons.  This is what we see in our text this evening, where 
we learn that,  
 
  Christ has authority over the demons.   
 
II.  Let us pick up where we left off this morning.  When these two men who were demon-possessed 

saw Jesus, they ran up to Him, and bowed down, and said, “What do we have to do with You, Son 
of God?  Have You come here to torment us before the time?” (v. 29).  Now notice several things 
here.   
A.  Notice first that unlike other men Christ was not afraid of them, rather they were afraid of Him, 

because they knew that He was the Son of God and their Judge.   
1.  We saw this morning the evil nature of these men.  They were so strong and fierce that no one 

would take the road which went by them, and even when they were captured, they would 
overpower their captors and escape.   

2.  But Christ was not afraid of them.  Knowing everything about them, He did not flinch when they 
approached Him.   
a.  This shows us the courage which comes from knowing that you are in the Lord’s will.  When 

you serve the Lord, when you know you are His and He is yours, you don’t need to fear 
anything.  You won’t fear because you trust Him.  You know that He will not bring anything 
into your life that He will not also give you the strength to overcome or endure for His glory.   

b.  Who trusted God any more perfectly than Christ?  He was never anxious or fearful, because 
of His confidence in His Father.   

c.  If we could only learn to trust the Lord more, how much would it relieve our stress and fears 
and make our lives more peaceful in this world of uncertainty?   

d.  But of course another reason why Christ didn’t fear was that He knew that the Father had 
given Him authority over these demons.  There was coming a time when authority would be 
given to them to crucify Him and to put Him to death, but that time was not yet.  Christ was 
not finished with His earthly ministry.  And so these men could not harm Him.  And as long 
as the Lord is not finished with us, we also will continue to live.  But once His purposes for 
us are done, there is nothing we can do, nor anything we should do, to prevent Him from 
taking us to be home with Him.  Why would we want to stop Him, when it is the heart of a 
Christian to love God and desire to be with Him more than anything else in the world?  Paul 
wrote, “To depart and be with Christ . . . is very much better” (Phil. 1:23).  And we know 
that this is true.   
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3.  Christ was not afraid of them, but they were afraid of Him.   

a.  They might not have known that within a couple of years, Christ would be handed over to 
them that they might put Him to death.  Christ will say, when He is betrayed into the hands 
of the priests and the elders of Israel, “While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not 
lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours” (Luke 22:53).  Demons 
have much more intelligence than we do.  They know quite a bit more than we do.  But they 
don’t know everything.  And even what knowledge they do have, they don’t have the 
wisdom to put to any good use.  One sanctified child of God will do much better with what 
he knows than a whole hell full of devils and damned men, because he will use his 
knowledge to give God glory, and not to try and tear it down, as the demons do.   

b.  But one thing they did know, and that was that God had appointed His Son to be their Judge, 
and one day He was going to justly condemn them for their rebellion and sin.  They knew 
that this was no man standing before them, but One who was the Son of Man and the Son of 
God.  He was God in human flesh.  This is why Mark, in his Gospel, said they bowed down 
to Him (5:6).  They recognized this.  We are not to think that they came as those who were 
repentant, humbling themselves for their sins, seeking His pardon and wanting to trust in 
Him, which is what anyone must do if they are to be received by Him.  They will never do 
this, because as we saw this morning, their hearts are perfectly evil and all they desire is evil.  
The same thing is true of unbelievers, as we also saw.  Again, the only reason why it doesn’t 
appear that way now is that the sin in their hearts is restrained by God.  It is restrained in 
some unbelievers so much that they even appear, and they might even think, that they love 
God.  But if they haven’t trusted in His Son, if they haven’t bowed their knees to Him, they 
don’t.  And one day, if they do not receive God’s mercy beforehand, they will be cast into 
hell, and then they themselves and all men will realize fully just how wicked they really are.   

c.  These demons were not repentant.  They were only wondering whether or not Jesus had come 
to increase their torment now, before the appointed time of His judgment.  And so they cried, 
“What do we have to do with You, Son of God?  Have You come to torment us before the 
time?”   
(i)  As we saw this morning, they were already in hell, that is, they were already separated 

from God, bound by Him and tormented by His wrath.  What they wanted to know now 
was whether Christ had come to make it even worse, as He will on the day of judgment.  
Had He come now to increase that torment to the degree it would be on that day and 
forevermore?   

(ii)  This is something that the unbeliever should also fear.  Right now they enjoy something 
of God’s common goodness, as I already said.  Every good gift they receive comes down 
from above from the Father of lights.  They even enjoy some gracious restraint on their 
evil hearts, so that their sin does not do them or others as much harm as it might 
otherwise do.  But God does not owe this to them.  He doesn’t owe them anything except 
judgment for their sins against Him.  The unbeliever needs to realize this and fear, for the 
Lord may take away these comforts, even in this life.  He may withdraw His gracious 
hand of benevolence and cause him to hunger.  He may make his family go without food 
and shelter.  God may even remove whatever the unbeliever has of peace, so that his 
conscience will accuse and afflict him more than it does now.  Actually, this would be 
good, so that the unbeliever might seek relief for that suffering in Christ.  God can justly 
do these things.  He is not bound to show His kindness to any of His enemies.  Right now 
He does so because of His great mercy, because He is preserving the world while He 
gathers His children.  But He will not always do so.  If He does not remove His kindness 
in this life, He certainly will on the day of judgment.  Remember what Jesus said, “Woe 
to you who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort in full.  Woe to you who are well-
fed now, for you shall be hungry.  Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and 
weep” (Luke 6:24-25).  The rich man, in the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, was 
rich, well-fed and at peace with himself, while Lazarus was poor, hungry and suffering.  
And yet when they both died, their situations were reversed:  the rich man was now 
tormented in hell, while Lazarus was comforted in Abraham’s bosom.  Those who are 
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outside of Christ do not deserve God’s kindness, and they should fear even as these 
demons that the Lord will remove it in this life.  But even more than this, they should 
seek that the Lord would give them a heart to love and fear Him in this life, that He might 
put it in their hearts to run to Christ and trust in Him, that they might not be destroyed on 
the day of His judgment, but be received into eternal life.   

(iii)  These demons knew that the Son of God didn’t go anywhere by accident.  Christ had a 
specific purpose for being there.  The only question which concerned them was, What 
was He there to do now?  Was it what they feared, or was it something else?   

(iv)  They apparently didn’t wait for Jesus to answer this question, but Mark tells us that they 
began to beg Him not to send them out of the country, that is, not to send them out of 
Palestine (Mark 5:10).  Luke records that they also begged Him not to send them into the 
abyss (Luke 8:31), which appears to be a place where the Lord could send demons and 
make their lives even more miserable.  Rather, they said, “If You are going to cast us out, 
send us into the herd of swine” (Matt. 8:31).  If Jesus was going to put them out of their 
current house, then would He at least be merciful enough to send them into another, into 
the herd of pigs.   

 
B.  And here is where we see Christ exercise His present authority over them.   

1.  Jesus said to them, “‘Begone!’  And they came out and went into the swine, and behold, the 
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters” (v. 32).   
a.  Jesus gave them a command, and they obeyed.  They submitted to His authority.  Jesus, when 

He was tempted by the devil, also gave him the same command, “Begone, Satan!” (4:10), 
and he had to obey Him.   

b.  The devils submitted to Jesus.  As wicked and as twisted as they are, and as reluctant as they 
were to obey the One whom they hated so much, they still obeyed.  How does this reprove us 
for our weak struggles to obey the One whom we claim to love, and who loves us and has 
prepared an eternal home for us in heaven?   

c.  But we might ask ourselves here, Did the demons deceive Jesus, since He could have sent 
them out of the country or into the abyss, but instead He sent them into the swine and gave 
them another opportunity to do mischief by destroying these farmers’ herds?  No.  Jesus was 
not deceived.  He knew what He was doing.  Those farmers, if they were Jews, were 
breaking God’s law by raising those pigs in the first place.  This could have been the Lord’s 
judgment on them, as well as their having to live with these two demoniacs for such a long 
time.  Or even if they weren’t Jews, they were still doing something which would have been 
an offense to the Jewish religion, since they were living in their country.  In either case, Jesus 
would have been justified in allowing this to happen.   

d.  Besides, it also gave Him the opportunity to reveal who He was.  The spectacle of the pigs 
running down the bank into the sea and drowning was a powerful testimony to the nature of 
Christ.  Just look at what happened afterwards.  “The herdsmen ran away, and went to the 
city, and reported everything, including the incident of the demoniacs.  And behold, the 
whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they entreated Him to depart 
from their region” (vv. 33-34).  Luke tells further that, “They came to Jesus, and found the 
man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 
his right mind; and they became frightened.  And those who had seen it reported to them how 
the man who was demon-possessed had been made well.  And all the people of the country 
of the Gerasenes and the surrounding district asked Him to depart from them; for they were 
gripped with great fear; and He got into a boat, and returned” 8:36-37).  They were not 
thankful that He had delivered these two men from their demon-possession, nor that He had 
removed this threat which they had to endure from these two men for so many years, rather 
they were afraid of Him, because of the power He displayed, and because they had lost all 
their swine, or perhaps because their sin of raising the swine was exposed before this holy 
One.  Perhaps this is the reason that the demons did what they did.  They wanted to turn the 
people against Christ.  Whatever the reason, the people wanted Him to leave.  They begged 
Him to leave.  This is what happens when the unholy meets the holy.  When Jesus told Peter 
to let down his net after a full night of fishing in which he caught nothing, and then their nets 
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became so full that they began to break and their boat began to sink, Peter said, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” (Luke 5:8).  He was afraid of Christ.  He wanted Him to 
leave.  But Jesus said to him, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men” (v. 10).  
Jesus overcomes the fear of His people with His love, when He draws them to Himself.  But 
He does not do this for all.  When these people entreated Him to leave, He got back into the 
boat and crossed back again to His own city, back to Capernaum (9:1), to their everlasting 
shame.  Jesus told His disciples, when He sent them out to preach in the cities of Israel, “But 
whatever city you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the 
dust of your city which clings to our feet, we wipe off  in protest against you; yet be sure of 
this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’  I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that 
day for Sodom, than for that city” (Luke 10:10-12).  Miracles cannot change the condition of 
a person’s heart, only God’s grace can.  But miracles, and any other thing by which the Lord 
reveals Himself to men, if they do not receive it, makes them even more culpable on the day 
of judgment.   

 
2.  But what about the demon-possessed men.  What happened to them?   

a.  We read in Mark what happened to at least one of them.  He writes, “And as He was getting 
into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was entreating Him that he might 
accompany Him.  And He did not let him, but said to him, ‘Go home to your people and 
report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you’” 
(5:18-19).   

b.  Unlike the disciple we saw two weeks ago who was forbidden by Jesus to go back and bury 
his father, but had to follow immediately, Jesus tells this man to go home.  Why?   

c.  It was because he would be much more useful to God’s kingdom at home, than anywhere 
else.  The people there knew him, they knew what he had been like, and his presence would 
be irrefutable evidence of the glory and power of the Lord.  If he had gone somewhere else, 
where people didn’t know him, he would be just one other face among the crowd.  Therefore, 
Jesus sent him back.  And we read in Mark 5:30, “And he went away and began to proclaim 
in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone marveled.”   

d.  When the Lord has mercy on a man and saves Him, He usually keeps him around those who 
knew him for a while so as to give them a testimony, especially if the conversion was a 
dramatic one.  When a person who was bent on doing evil and was publicly known for his 
wickedness, suddenly turns to Christ, that stops traffic.  You can see what kind of an impact 
this man had on those around him.  They marveled.   

e.  In the same way, I believe, the Lord will put us in those places where He knows we will do 
the most good.  Jesus knew that it was more for the glory of God that the one man 
accompany Him, but the other not.  He also knows where to put us and what to entrust to us, 
that we might bring Him the greater glory.  The man who was demon-possessed didn’t 
complain, but simply obeyed, and in doing so greatly promoted the kingdom of God.  Let us 
not complain about what He might have for us to do either, but rather do it faithfully.  If we 
are faithful with a little, the Lord will entrust more to us.  And He will never give us beyond 
what He knows we can handle, with His grace.   

f.  But lastly, let us be encouraged by the fact that Jesus has authority over the demons.  They are 
always working hard to try and stop the kingdom of heaven from advancing, which means 
that they are always working to try and stop you from beginning your work, from 
progressing in it, and certainly from completing it.  But let us be encouraged by the fact that 
the devils are afraid of Christ and are subject to Him.  His presence threatened the demons.  
His word cast them out in a moment.  His cross once and for all destroyed them and their 
kingdom.  And now He is our Champion and our refuge against anything the devil might 
bring against us.  Let us put our hand to the plow then and not be afraid, for the Lord has 
promised to be with us in whatever we do for His glory, and to keep us even to the end of the 
age.  Amen.   


