
“Christ Reveals His Glory” 
(Exodus 33:7-34:8)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last Lord’s Day, we considered the importance of revivals in God’s plan.   

a.  The history of the Old Covenant church, as well as the New and subsequent 

history, all show us that left to ourselves, we would fall away from the Lord.   

(i)  The church often declined in the Old Covenant, as we saw during the 

times of the Judges.   

(ii)  In the New Covenant, we see the letters addressed to the churches to call 

them to repentance and to encourage them to press on.   

(iii)  Church History bears out the same pattern, as sometimes she was 

faithful, but very often fell into apostasy – though in each case, never 

fully, as the Lord will always preserve the true Church and her worship.   

 

b.  Because of this propensity within the church, the Lord often brings revival – 

sometimes great and sometimes small – to keep His church and His work 

moving forward.   

(i)  He brought revival through the many judges, as well as other godly 

leaders He raised up in the Old Covenant Church.   

(ii)  He did so in the New Covenant Church by pouring His Spirit out on the 

Day of Pentecost, as well as through the continuing work of the apostles.   

(iii)  And He continued to do this work by His Word and Spirit throughout 

Church History, such as during the Reformation, Puritan and New 

England Puritan times.   

(iv)  These were the great revivals; but they also take place more locally, and 

most often personally, as the Lord continues to preserve and promote the 

truth of the Gospel.   

 

2.  The point is, of course, knowing our own hearts, and knowing the Lord works 

this way, we should be praying for personal, corporate and national revival.   

a.  That He would revive our hearts, as we need it continually.   

b.  That He would do something extraordinary to advance His work in this 

church, in the church as a whole, in this city, country, and world.   

c.  And that He would do this in such a way that He would be glorified – since 

this is main reason He ultimately does what He does.   

d.  Things are ripe for revival, so let’s pray that the Lord would be pleased to 

send it.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’ll consider another encouraging facet of the Lord’s work in 

the history of redemption, and that is the many times Christ appeared to reveal 
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something more of His glory and the glorious work He would perform on behalf 

of His church in the distant future.   

a.  We call the appearances of God in the Old Testament Theophanies (the word 

literally means “an appearance of God”).   

b.  But it’s more likely that each of these appearances was a Christophany:   

(i)  Sometimes it seems as though there are no examples of Christ prior to His 

incarnation in the Bible; but this isn’t the case.   

(ii)  Christ appeared many times in the Old Testament to advance His work 

and to give us glimpses of what He would do in the future.   

(iii)  We should see these appearances of God as the Second Person of the 

Godhead for two reasons.   

(a)  One is because of what John says in John 1:18, “No one has seen God 

at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, 

He has explained Him” (John 1:18).   

(1)  Some believe John meant by this that no one has seen God in His 

essence, because He’s invisible.  Though that’s true, that seems to 

go without saying – of course no one has seen what is impossible to 

see.  And so Jesus has come and revealed what we cannot see:  He 

has explained Him.   

(2)  Another possibility is that John is telling us that no one has seen 

the Father, since after saying no one has seen God, he goes on to say 

that the only begotten God (the Son of God who is begotten from all 

eternity of the Father) has revealed the Father (whom no one has 

seen) – and He has been doing this throughout redemptive history.   

(3)  This seems more likely to be the case.   

 

(b)  The other reason is that we’ve already seen Christ was at work before 

His incarnation:   

(1)  He began His work immediately after the Fall, when the need for 

His mediation first arose.   

(2)  We’ve also seen that He was at work in a number of different 

circumstances protecting and guiding His people, advancing the 

work of salvation, as well as preparing for His coming.   

(3)  Another way He did this was through the several appearances He 

made in the Old Covenant to show His people He was with them 

and to show them something of what He would do when He came in 

human flesh.   

 

2.  We’ll consider six of these appearances this morning:   

a.  His appearance to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, when Aaron and Miriam spoke 

out against Moses.   

b.  To Moses when He have him the Ten Commandments the second time.   

c.  To Moses and the elders of Israel on Mount Sinai after the first giving of the 

Law.   

d.  To Joshua before the Conquest of the Land.   

e.  To Gideon before his battle with the Midianites.   
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f.  And finally, to Manoah and his wife before the birth of Samson.   

g.  Very often, He appeared in human form – the form He would later take when 

He came into the world at His incarnation – and in each case, He revealed 

something further about Himself and His work.     

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider when He appeared to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, when Aaron 

and Miriam opposed him (Num. 12).   

1.  Aaron and Miriam had begun to speak against Moses because he had married a 

Cushite woman (Zipporah).   

a.  In their zeal against Moses, they also elevated themselves in their own eyes 

by saying that the Lord had also spoken through them.  In other words, they 

were questioning the Lord’s appointment of Moses as the leader of Israel.   

b.  It was in this context that the Lord appeared to the three of them in the pillar 

of cloud.   

(i)  First, He called Aaron and Miriam forward and rebuked them.   

(ii)  Then, when He left in His anger, after the cloud had dissipated, Miriam 

was found to be leprous.  This was an indicator that she was the real 

instigator.   

(iii)  Aaron was the first to repent and plead on Miriam’s behalf that she be 

cleansed of her leprosy.   

(iv)  Moses, being the humble man that he was, was not embittered against 

her, but pled before the Lord that He might heal her.   

(v)  The Lord however determined that she should bear her reproach outside 

the camp for seven days.   

 

2.  In this appearance of Christ, we learn several things about Him:   

a.  First, that He takes obedience seriously:  it was sinful for Aaron and Miriam 

to accuse Moses falsely.   

b.  Second, that He is faithful to discipline His children:  Aaron and Miriam 

were true believers, and so the Lord corrected their behavior to prevent them 

from going down that path.   

c.  Finally, in His rebuke against Aaron and Miriam, He spoke of a friendship 

with Moses that would later become the norm for His people, with the 

exception of the supernatural revelation:  “He said, ‘Hear now My words:  If 

there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall make Myself known to him 

in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  Not so, with My servant 

Moses, He is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, 

even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of the LORD.  

Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?” 

(Num. 12:6-8).   

(i)  Christ was coming to draw all His children into a closer relationship with 

Himself and the Father (John 17:3) and to reveal His will:  “No longer do I 

call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I 

have made known to you” (John 15:15).   
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(ii)  The closeness of His fellowship with Moses was a foreshadowing of the 

relationship the Lord has with each one of you who trust in Jesus this 

morning.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how the Lord appeared to Moses around the time He gave 

him the Ten Commandments the second time.   

1.  This is the instance from our text.  Here we see four things:   

a.  That the Lord appeared and met with Moses on a regular basis:  “Whenever 

Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the 

entrance of the tent; and the LORD would speak with Moses.  When all the 

people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the 

people would arise and worship, each at the entrance of his tent.  Thus the 

LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his 

friend” (Ex. 33:9-11).   

b.  That the Lord revealed something of His character when He met with Moses 

to restore the Ten Commandments:  “Then the LORD passed by in front of 

him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who 

keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and 

sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity 

of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth 

generations.’  Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship” 

(Ex. 34:6-8).   

c.  He revealed something of His incarnation in the form Moses saw when the 

Lord passed by:  “Then Moses said, ‘I pray You, show me Your glory!’  And 

He said, ‘I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will 

proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I 

will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show 

compassion.’  But He said, ‘You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me 

and live!’  Then the LORD said, ‘Behold, there is a place by Me, and you 

shall stand there on the rock; and it will come about, while My glory is 

passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My 

hand until I have passed by.  Then I will take My hand away and you shall 

see My back, but My face shall not be seen’” (Ex. 33:18-23).   

d.  Finally, He revealed something of the future of His people in how Moses’ 

face would shine when he spent time in the Lord’s presence:  “So when 

Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face 

shone, and they were afraid to come near him” (34:30).   

 

2.  From these things, we learn:   

a.  Again, the intimacy that the Lord was coming to bring to each one of you, if 

you will only trust in Him.   

b.  The love, mercy and grace that His incarnation, death and resurrection would 

bring for each one of you who trust in Him.   

c.  The glory that would be the Lord’s for this work of redemption, through the 

revelation of Himself He made to Moses when He passed by.   
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d.  And the glory that would be yours through the partial transfiguration and 

glorification Moses experienced in His presence – in the New Covenant, you 

receive a glory that won’t pass away through Christ’s finished work.   

 

C.  Third, His appearance to Moses and the elders of Israel on Mount Sinai.   

1.  Before the Lord called Moses up on the mountain the first time, He called 

Moses, with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy elders from Israel to draw 

near and worship the Lord from a distance (24:1).  And so they did, “Then 

Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 

Israel, and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a 

pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.  Yet He did not stretch out His 

hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and 

drank” (vv. 9-11).   

2.  From this we learn:   

a.  Again that He would take to Himself a human nature, since He appeared in a 

human form.   

b.  Something of the sovereignty and majesty that was His and would be His as 

the God-man, as He stood in the heavens, or as He sat on His throne with the 

clear pavement under His feet.   

c.  Of His love and mercy in that He didn’t stretch out His hand of judgment 

against them.   

d.  And we learn something of what we will experience in heaven as we stand in 

His presence and rejoice with Him in the work He has done to save us, again, 

if we put our whole hope of heaven in the finished work of Christ alone.   

 

D.  Fourth, He appeared to Joshua before the Conquest of the Land.    

1.  We saw this before, so we’ll only consider it briefly:   

a.  Before Joshua took the land of Canaan, the Lord appeared to him in human 

form as the captain of the Lord’s army.   

b.  “Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes 

and looked, and behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword 

drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him and said to him, ‘Are you for us or 

for our adversaries?’  He said, ‘No; rather I indeed come now as captain of 

the host of the LORD.’  And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed 

down, and said to him, ‘What has my lord to say to his servant?’  The captain 

of the LORD’S host said to Joshua, ‘Remove your sandals from your feet, for 

the place where you are standing is holy.’  And Joshua did so” (Josh. 5:13-

14).   

 

2.  Here we learn:   

a.  That He would take to Himself our nature.   

b.  And in that nature, as He fought for the Israelites to give them the land, even 

so He would fight with the kingdom of darkness, bind the devil, and take the 

earth that He might eventually give it to you, who trust in His name.    

 

E.  Fifth, He appeared to Gideon before his battle with the Midianites.   
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1.  In the book of Judges, the Lord appeared on several occasions – one of these 

times was to Gideon:  “Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak 

that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon 

was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save it from the Midianites.  

The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, ‘The LORD is with 

you, O valiant warrior.’  Then Gideon said to him, ‘O my lord, if the LORD is 

with us, why then has all this happened to us?  And where are all His miracles 

which our fathers told us about, saying, “Did not the LORD bring us up from 

Egypt?”  But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of 

Midian.’  The LORD looked at him and said, ‘Go in this your strength and 

deliver Israel from the hand of Midian.  Have I not sent you?’  He said to Him, 

‘O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel?  Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, 

and I am the youngest in my father’s house.’  But the LORD said to him, ‘Surely 

I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man’” (Judges 6:11-16).   

2.  From this preincarnate appearance of Christ, we learn:   

a.  That He has called us all to fight; but more importantly, that He will be with 

us to give us success.   

b.  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-20).   

 

F.  Finally, He appeared to Manoah and his wife and promised the birth of Samson 

when she was barren.   

1.  He appeared to tell them about the deliverer He was about to bring:  Samson.  

When they asked Him to wait that they might offer a sacrifice to the Lord, He 

did, performing miracles before them and then ascending in the flame from the 

altar to heaven.   

2.  Through this, we learn:   

a.  That the Lord was coming into the world through a miraculous conception.   

b.  That He would deliver us from our enemies by His great strength and His 

atoning death.   

c.  That in doing His work He would suffer God’s wrath – represented by the 

fire of the offering.   

d.  And that through His suffering and death, He would ascend to heaven as the 

King over all creation and bring us with Him.   

e.  Jesus appeared several times in the history of redemption both to advance His 

work and to show us something of who He is and what He would do.   

f.  All you must do to receive these many infinitely precious blessings is to trust 

in Him.  If you do, He will place you in the cleft of the rock – in the Lord 

Jesus Christ –  spare you from His wrath and give you every blessing we’ve 

just seen in Christ.   

g.  Let these several pictures of Jesus Christ encourage you to put your trust in 

Him this morning.  Amen.   


