
 

“Christ, Our Eternal Priest” 
(Hebrews 5:1-10) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In our study of the book of Hebrews, we have seen something of the work 
of Christ as our great high priest.  But, as I said earlier, since this whole book is devoted 
to explaining what this means, we can expect to hear much more about it before the book 
is finished.  Perhaps some of us might be tempted to think, “Why dwell on this so much?  
Isn’t it enough simply to say that Christ has laid down His life to pay for our sins?”  
Apparently, God does not think that this is enough, for He has given us a whole book to 
describe exactly what this means.  If we miss the importance of Christ’s work as priest, it 
might be because of our background.  Let us not forget the importance of the priesthood 
for the Old Covenant people of God.  They fully realized what the wrath of God was like.  
They had seen many examples of it within and without the Old Covenant church.  If they 
did not personally witness it, they had it written down for them and read on every 
Sabbath day to remind them.  God wanted them to remember and to fear.  He wanted to 
show them how terrible and awful His judgments were, so that they would turn from their 
sins and turn to Him.  These were but pictures of the great wrath which He had yet to 
pour out on the day of Judgment, which would continue into eternity.  With such pictures 
and samplings around them, you can imagine how important the priesthood was to them, 
for it was the only thing which God had instituted that could turn away His wrath and 
bring peace to them.  The fact that we did not grow up with a visible priesthood makes it 
more difficult for us to relate to it.  But the fact is that we have such a priesthood, is of 
infinite importance to us.  Our Priest is not One who can be seen, ministering on earth by 
making animal sacrifices.  Our Great High Priest is in heaven, ministering in the true 
tabernacle, and not through the blood of bulls and goats, but through His own infinitely 
precious blood, He now draws near to God on our behalf.  Without this priesthood, we 
would have nothing but the wrath of God to look forward to in this life and for all 
eternity.  Therefore, we should listen with interest to what the author tells us throughout 
this letter, for it is the very basis of our eternal life.   
  Last week, the author to the Hebrews told us that we have a high priest who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  And because of this, He is able to 
come to the aid of those who are tempted.  This week, the author begins to expand more 
on this theme to show us more about why a priest must be as he is, and how Christ is so 
well suited to be our sympathetic high priest.  What he shows us is that  
 
  Christ has been called by God to be perfectly fitted to be our Great High Priest 
that He might bring to us eternal salvation.   
 
I.  First, the author explains to us what the high priesthood is all about.  Pay close 

attention to it, for he will go on from here to show how Christ fulfills these things.  
He writes, “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf 
of men in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for 
sins; he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is 
beset with weakness; and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, 
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as for the people, so also for himself.  And no one takes the honor to himself, but 
receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was.”   
A.  First note that the author here is speaking specifically about the high priesthood 

and not merely the priesthood.   
1.  The purpose for the priests, as you are already aware, was to make atonement 

for the sins of the people.   
a.  We have outlined for us in the book of Leviticus the many kinds of offerings 

that there were and the situations under which each were to be made.   
b.  It was the priest who was to offer these things to God on behalf of the people 

to make an atonement or covering for their sins.   
c.  Since there were many sinners who needed this atonement, and these many 

sinners committed many sins, there were also many priests.  During the time 
of David, they were divided into twenty-four courses or divisions (1 Chr. 
24:7-18).  This will become important a little later in this passage.   

d.  Through this priestly mediation, God mercifully accepted a great many 
animal sacrifices in the place of the real sinners who had committed those 
sins.  The author will show us that these sacrifices themselves did not take 
away their sins, but they were pictures of the sacrifice that would.   

 
2.  But the office of high priest was a bit different.   

a.  He, as well as the ordinary priests, had to be from the line of Aaron.  Aaron 
was the first high priest which the Lord appointed.  The Lord told Moses that 
after he had set up the Tabernacle and all of its utensils for the service, to 
ordain Aaron and his sons to this office.  He said, “Then bring near to 
yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the sons of 
Israel, to minister as priest to Me-- Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar, Aaron's sons” (Ex. 28:1).   

b.  He, being the head of his household, had the preeminence among them, so as 
to become the high priest.   

c.  One difference was that the high priest wore different clothing, which was 
much more glorious than that of the ordinary priest.  You may read about 
them in Exodus 28.   

d.  But the most significant difference, between the high priest and the priests, is 
that the high priest was the only one who could enter into the holy of holies, 
and that only once per year, to make atonement for those sins which the 
people committed in ignorance (Heb. 9:7).  This, more than anything else he 
did, pictured the work of the Messiah.   

e.  He is said by the author to the Hebrews, to offer “gifts and sacrifices for 
sins.”  That is, he offers the bloody sacrifices and the non-bloody sacrifices, 
the animals and the meal, grain and bread offerings (Lev. 21:6, 21).  Others 
see these two categories as the non-required offerings, which are given as a 
gift to the Lord, such as the peace offerings, and the required sacrifices, 
which are the sin, guilt, and burnt offerings.  There was nothing unique about 
the high priest in this regard, since all of the priests offered these.   

f.  But, of course, the reason they were offered was to reconcile the people to 
God.  This is why the author says that the priest is “appointed on behalf of 
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men in things pertaining to God.”   
 

B.  But, in order for the high priest to do this sympathetically for the people, he also 
had to be a man.   
1.  This makes sense, doesn’t it?  If someone is going to be able to understand and 

deal gently with others in ministering to them, he needs to share the same 
weaknesses with them.   

2.  This is why God chose a man to fill this office, rather than anything else.   
a.  The only option could only be another creature, if we are to have someone 

who can sympathize with us.   
b.  Certainly an unthinking animal would be out of the question.  It would need 

to be someone who is able to think and feel.  Therefore, someone who is 
made in the image of God.   

c.  God’s only options were then either men or an angels, unless He wanted to 
create a whole new kind of being.   

d.  But why do this when there is only one creature that can really fit well, 
namely man.  Man needs mediation.  A man is the perfect candidate for the 
job.  And so every high priest is “taken from among men.”   

 
3.  And the fittingness of this is, “he can deal gently with the ignorant and 

misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness.”   
a.  Being a man, he knew what a man experienced.  He was aware of man’s 

weakness, his temptation, his ignorance in the things of the Lord, his inward 
corruption.   

b.  Because of this, he was able to be gentle with them.  He was able to feel what 
they feel.  He knew what they were going through.   

c.  When you want to ask for counsel from someone, you always go to the one 
who has some experience with what you are dealing with.  You do this for 
two reasons:  First, he will be much more likely to know how to help you.  
And second, he will have a better idea of what you are going through and be 
able to show you some sympathy.  Everyone needs a sympathetic person in 
their life from time to time.   

d.  But this is what fits a man so well for this position.  He knows what his 
fellow men need.  And if he has any compassion within him at all, he will 
deal gently with them, following the counsel of the apostle Paul, “Brethren, 
even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be 
tempted” (Gal. 6:1).  The priest comes to restore his brethren in a spirit of 
gentleness, all the while considering his own faults and weaknesses, which 
gives a certain temper to his demeanor.  It gives him sympathy.   

 
4.  But, in the case of man, this weakness, as I have already mentioned, is 

accompanied with the inward corruption of sin.  The author to the Hebrews 
writes, “And because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the 
people, so also for himself” (v. 3).   
a.  Because he is also beset with weakness, it was necessary for the high priest to 
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first offer a sacrifice for his own sins, before he made one on behalf of the 
people.   

b.  In Leviticus 9:7, we read, “Moses then said to Aaron, ‘Come near to the altar 
and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering, that you may make 
atonement for yourself and for the people; then make the offering for the 
people, that you may make atonement for them, just as the LORD has 
commanded.’”   

c.  A sinner cannot come into the presence of God to seek to reconcile another to 
God, until his sins are first dealt with, until they are first atoned for.   

d.  If the high priest were to enter into God’s presence apart from the atoning 
blood of an animal, he would be killed on the spot.  As a matter of fact, if he 
neglected to wear the bells on the hem of his garment so that they did not 
make their tinkling noise, or if they did not wear the linen breeches to cover 
their nakedness when they approached the altar in the holy place, or if they 
did not wash their hands and feet in the bronze laver when they were entering 
the Tabernacle to minister before the altar, they would die (Ex. 28:35, 43; 
30:20, 21).   

e.  They needed symbolic atonement and symbolic cleansing and covering in 
order to stand before the presence of the holy God, all of which, of course, 
were pointing to Christ.   

f.  Apart from Christ, no one may stand before God and live.   
 

5.  The one last item regarding the priesthood in general, and the high priesthood in 
particular, was that they must be called by God to this office.  “And no one takes 
the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron 
was” (v. 4).   
a.  Notice first that the priesthood is an honor.  This is true of all of the offices 

which God has ordained.  It is always an honor to serve God in any capacity.  
But how much more in a special capacity as a representative of Christ?  This 
is also true today.  The Scripture tells us that deacons who serve well “obtain 
for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 3:13).  And Peter says with regard to elders that if they 
are faithful to their charge, “When the Chief Shepherd appears,” they “will 
receive the unfading crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4).  There is to be honor here, 
and there is to be honor in the hereafter for them.   

b.  But no one is to take the honor of this office to himself.  He must be called by 
God.   
(i)  Surely this would bring up in the minds of his readers the very familiar 

story of Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On, who sought to intrude into the 
priestly office and were destroyed by God (Num. 16).   

(ii)  You don’t take this honor upon yourself.  This is something in which 
God has the prerogative.  He does in all things.  But there are certain 
things in which God is much more particular.  Certain privileges are open 
to all of His children, while others are open only to those whom He 
chooses.   

(iii)  Moses said to those who had gathered themselves together against him, 
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“Tomorrow morning the LORD will show who is His, and who is holy, 
and will bring him near to Himself; even the one whom He will choose, 
He will bring near to Himself” (16:5).  God showed that those whom He 
chose to draw near were Aaron and his sons, and not these other Levites.   

(iv)  The same thing is still true today with respect to the servants and officers 
of the Lord.  God not only chooses who will come into His household, but 
He also chooses those who will minister officially in it.   

(v)  The way that we can know those whom He chooses to come into His 
family is by their response of faith, love and obedience to the Gospel call.   

(vi)  The way we can know those whom He chooses to draw near to minister 
to His sheep is by His giving them the required gifts, His putting it in their 
hearts to serve, and by His putting it in the hearts of His people to receive 
these men as their ministers and leaders.   

 
II.  But, of course, the point of the author to the Hebrews is that Christ has been 

chosen by God and perfectly fitted by Him to be our Great High Priest.   
A.  He was called by God to this high office.  He writes, “So also Christ did not 

glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, ‘Thou art 
My Son, today I have begotten Thee’; just as He says also in another passage, 
‘Thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”   
1.  Christ did not take this office upon Himself, but was called to it.   
2.  Remember that when we are referring to Christ, we are talking about the One 

who is both God and man.  It has reference to what He became in order to work 
out our redemption.   

3.  Christ, in His incarnate state, in His humanity while on earth, did not take this 
office upon Himself.   

4.  Rather, the One who said to Him, “Thou art My Son, today I have begotten 
Thee,” did.  Obviously, this One is God, the Father.   

5.  This Scripture, “Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee,” appears to have 
reference to two events in the life of Christ:  His incarnation and His 
resurrection.  Because of His incarnation in the womb of the virgin Mary, He is 
called the Son of God.  But He was also called such because of His resurrection, 
or “birth”, at it was, from the grave.   
a.  I believe that the first meaning is in view here.  Christ had to take upon 

Himself our nature, our humanity, so that He could become our great high 
priest.   

b.  If He hadn’t, then He would not have been able to make a proper atonement 
for man, for man was the one who sinned, therefore man had to be the one to 
pay.   

c.  But again, He also would not have been equipped to be a “sympathetic” high 
priest, unless He had become one with us.   

 
6.  But in another passage of Scripture, God also says to Him, “Thou art a priest 

forever according to the order of Melchizedek” (v. 6).   
a.  Christ is not a priest in the line of Aaron.  He is not a priest according to one 

of the twenty-four divisions that I mentioned previously.  Christ is in the 
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division of Melchizedek, a division which appears to be everlasting and 
indestructible, which existed even before the Aaronic priesthood.   

b.  Since the author deals with this later, I won’t take it up here.  But let this be 
enough to show us that the Father called Christ to this high and honorable 
office.  He did not take the honor to Himself.   

 
B.  Secondly, as a priest, He did the work that a priest is to do:  He reconciled His 

people to God through the sacrifice of Himself.  The author writes, “In the days of 
His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears 
to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.  
Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.  
And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of 
eternal salvation, being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek” (vv. 7-10).   
1.  In His flesh, that is, in His years on earth before His glorification, He offered up 

prayers and supplications.   
a.  I believe that this primarily refers to His prayers in the garden of 

Gethsemany, where Christ agonized before His crucifixion, crying out to 
God, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, 
but as Thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39).   

b.  But it could also refer to His suffering on the cross, and His crying out to 
God there, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me” (Matt. 27:46)?  
The whole of the 22nd Psalm describes Christ’s suffering and prayer to God.   

c.  Though Christ prayed for Himself, His prayer was mainly that He might 
accomplish the work of redemption which the Father sent Him to do.  He 
prayed for His disciples after the Last Supper in what is called His High 
Priestly Prayer, He prayed in the garden, and He prayed on the cross.   

d.  So terrible was this work He was to undergo, that in the garden, while Christ 
was agonizing and praying fervently, He sweat, as it were, great drops of 
blood (Luke 22:44).   

e.  And here the author to the Hebrews tells us that Christ also wept before His 
Father, the One who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard 
because of His piety, or which is the same thing, because of His godly fear.   

 
2.  Through His sufferings, He learned obedience, submission to the Father’s will, 

although He was a Son.   
a.  Christ was already obedient as every good son of a father is.  But He learned 

a special kind of obedience through His sufferings which equipped Him to be 
our high priest.   

b.  Paul writes in Philippians 2:8, regarding Christ, “And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.”   

c.  Although we refer to this event in Christ’s life as His passion, which means 
His suffering, and typically think that Christ was merely passive in it, that is, 
that He was merely suffering, there was obedience involved in His suffering.  
There was a continual resignation to God, a trusting in Him, so that He might 
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have the strength to fulfill all righteousness, and discharge the debts of His 
children, a work which He had taken upon Himself to do.   

 
3.  The result was that He became perfect, or perfectly fitted for the continuing 

work of mediation which the Father had called Him to.   
a.  He was already divinely perfect and had a creaturely perfection.  There was 

no flaw in Him.  He is the spotless Lamb of God.   
b.  But this has reference to His being perfectly equipped to be our High Priest.  

The atonement was made.  The obedience completed.  And His character as 
our Mediator was now perfectly suited to our needs, both now and until the 
day of eternity.   

 
4.  And having been made perfect, He has become the source of eternal salvation, 

the only source, to those who obey Him.   
a.  Christ can cleanse your sins.  He can clothe you with a perfect righteousness.  

He can continue to keep you in the grace of God through His continuing 
mediation.   

b.  But the only way that you or I can partake of these blessings is if we obey 
Him.  We must first obey the call of faith and repentance as Christ is offered 
to us in the Gospel.  And then we must obey all that Christ tells us to do as 
our Lord and King.   

c.  If these things are true of you, if you are trusting Him, if you love Him, if you 
are obeying Him, then Christ is your Great High Priest and your source of 
eternal salvation.  He is the One who is giving you the ability to all these 
things.  These are the marks of His ownership of you.   

d.  But if these things are not true of you, then Christ is not your High Priest, but 
your Judge.  And He will condemn you on the last day, unless you turn to 
Him in faith and repentance.  And so won’t you come to Him now and 
receive His forgiveness, by turning from your sins and embracing Him by 
faith?  Won’t you come to Him and ask Him to change your heart of stone 
into a heart of flesh that beats only for Him?  He is the only One who can.  
Come to Christ and find all that you need in Him.   

e.  Christ is the only One whom God has appointed to reconcile you to Himself.  
Come then to Christ and enter through Him into the household of God and 
into eternal life.  Amen.   


