
“Christ Is the Purpose of the Law” 
(Romans 10:1-13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  At the end of Romans 9, we saw Paul telling the Jews that God was turning to 
the Gentiles.   
a.  The Jews weren’t expecting any Gentiles to be saved, but God had 

determined to call them His people.   
b.  The Jews thought they were all going to be saved, but Paul says only a 

remnant would be.   
c.  Paul will go on to tell us that though these things are true, God isn’t finished 

with Israel – He has turned to the Gentiles to make His people jealous 
(11:11).   

 
2.  But Paul also told the believers in Rome why the Jews failed to receive 

salvation.   
a.  It’s because they looked to the Law for their salvation instead of what the 

Law was pointing to, namely, Christ.   
b.  The Gentiles, on the other hand, who weren’t even looking for salvation, 

found it, because they looked to Christ.   
c.  And we need to remember they only did that because of God’s grace and His 

plan to make the Jews jealous.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Paul now explains more fully what he said in those two sections.   
a.  In chapter 10, he will show them again how faith is absolutely essential to 

salvation and therefore how evangelism is absolutely essential to faith.   
b.  But then at the end of chapter 10 and throughout chapter 11, he will explain 

what God is doing with both the Jews and Gentiles and why:  He is turning to 
the Gentiles and saving them to provoke the elect Jews to faith, and all of this 
that He might reveal the glory of His mercy.   

 
2.  This morning, Paul again tells us that salvation isn’t something you do – we will 

never be good enough for God to accept us on our own – nor, on the other hand, 
is it something that is so far out of reach that you can never get it – it’s as near as 
an act of faith in Christ and His works.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul again shows his good will towards the Jews.   
1.  He genuinely wanted them to be saved, because of his love for them (v. 1).   

a.  It was the burden on his heart.   
(i)  We saw earlier he would even be damned if he could for their salvation.   
(ii)  This was more than well wishing/lip service.   
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(iii)  He wanted them to receive their Messiah.   
(iv)  And he was doing all he could to bring it about.   
(v)  When something is really on our heart, it will move us to action.   
 

b.  It was also his prayer.  “Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for 
them is for their salvation” (v. 1).   
(i)  Wisdom teaches us that even the best of intentions will be fruitless 

without God’s help and blessing.   
(ii)  And so Paul prayed.   
(iii)  But he didn’t just pray, he also acted – the two things necessary to be 

successful in anything.   
 

2.  We also see his love even in the way he speaks about them.   
a.  Though they were his bitterest enemies, Paul put a good construction on their 

actions:  He said they had a zeal for God (v. 2a).   
(i)  Even though what they believed was wrong, they acted consistently with 

their beliefs.   
(ii)  Paul would at least give them that:  “For I bear them witness that they 

have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge” (v. 2).   
 

b.  They actually thought they were doing God’s will when they were killing 
Christ and those who followed Him (John 16:2).   
(i)  Jesus told His disciples, “They will make you outcasts from the 

synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that 
he is offering service to God.  And these things they will do, because they 
have not known the Father, or Me” (vv. 2-3).   

(ii)  Paul says their intentions were good, but that didn’t make them right or 
mean that what they did was right.   

 
B.  This brings us to the next point:  They were clearly misguided:  they weren’t 

working for God, but against Him (v. 2b).   
1.  They missed the lesson God was trying to teach them (v. 3).   

a.  They were trying to earn their own righteousness, through their own works.   
b.  In the process, they rejected God’s righteousness:  They did not receive Jesus 

when offered to them (v. 3).   
c.  Paul writes, “For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to 

establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God” (v. 3).  They did not believe in Christ.   

d.  If they had the Law’s purpose would have been fulfilled:  “For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (v. 4).    
(i)  The moral law was meant to search their hearts, search out their sins, as 

well as give them a rule to live by.   
(ii)  The ceremonial law was meant to point them to Christ for the only 

medicine that would heal their hearts/take away their sins.   
(iii)  Jesus Christ alone obeyed the moral law in the only way God would 

accept:  perfectly.   
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(iv)  Jesus Christ alone offered the only sacrifice God would accept for sin:  a 
perfect sacrifice of infinite worth/value (Heb. 10:4).   

(v)  He has provided the only way of salvation.  If a person comes to Him in 
faith, then the Law has fulfilled its purpose.   

(vi)  Most people don’t think very much about this now.  But they will think a 
great deal about it on the Day of Judgment.  On that day, Edwards writes, 
“It will be inquired concerning everyone, both righteous and wicked, 
whether the law stands against him, or whether he has a fulfillment of the 
law to show.  As to the righteous, they will have fulfillment to show.  
They will have it to plead, that the judge himself has fulfilled the law for 
them.  That he has both satisfied for their sins, and fulfilled the 
righteousness of the law for them.  Rom. 10:4, “Christ is the end of the 
law for the righteousness to every one that believeth.”  But as to the 
wicked, when it shall be found, by the book of God’s remembrance, that 
they have broken the law, and have no fulfillment of it to plead, the 
sentence of the law shall be pronounced upon them” (The Final 
Judgment).   

 
2.  The point Paul makes is that we can either stand in our own righteousness or in 

Christ’s.   
a.  If someone tries to make himself acceptable to God through his obedience, 

his own obedience will be what God weighs in the balances to determine 
whether he lives or dies.   
(i)  “For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is 

based on law shall live by that righteousness” (v. 5).   
(ii)  What he means is that his right to life will be judged by that 

righteousness.   
(iii)  But since God will only accept perfect righteousness, he will not inherit 

life, but death.   
 

b.  But God gives a better way, an easier way, the only way – through Christ.   
(i)  He says the Jews don’t need to climb up to heaven to bring God’s 

Messiah down to give them salvation (v. 6).  God has already sent Him.   
(ii)  And they don’t need to descend into the grave to bring Messiah up from 

the dead (v. 7).  God has already raised Him.   
(iii)  They only need to believe, “But what does it say?  ‘The word is near 

you, in your mouth and in your heart’ – that is, the word of faith which we 
are preaching” (v. 8).   

(iv)  When it comes to salvation, Jesus is near – in the promise, in the Word.   
(v)  We don’t have to go anywhere.  We don’t have to do anything.   
(vi)  We only need to believe.   
 

c.  And even this isn’t a work we do, but a work done in us by God.   
(i)  It is the work of His Spirit.   
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(ii)  When this is done, we confess Christ as our Lord openly:  “Everyone 
therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before 
My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32).   

(iii)  When this is done, we believe in our hearts everything that God said 
about His Son (v. 9).   

(iv)  Anyone can say they believe Jesus is Lord.  But only those whose hearts 
are changed by God can say it from the heart and stand by that confession 
their whole lives, because they glory in it.   

(v)  When we believe/embrace Him from our hearts, Christ gives us His 
righteousness (v. 10).   

(vi)  When we confess Him before others/live according to His way, we show 
that we will be accepted by Him on the day of His salvation (v. 10).   

 
3.  And Paul wanted the Jews to know that even though God was turning to the 

Gentiles, the Gospel was still for the Jews.   
a.  “For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed” 

(v. 11).   
b.  “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is 

Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him” (v. 12).   
c.  “For whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (v. 13).   

 
III.  Application:  What do you desire this morning?   

A.  Do you desire your own salvation?  Do you want Jesus to accept you on the Day of 
Judgment?   
1.  Then you must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.   
2.  Nothing you have done will be good enough.   
3.  There is no other way of salvation.   
4.  You must trust in Him and in Him alone to be saved.   
5.  If you do from your heart and confess Him as your Lord and Savior before 

others, you will be saved.   
 

B.  What about others?  Do you desire their salvation?   
1.  They can’t be saved except through Christ either.   
2.  He is the only way.  Other religions won’t do.   
3.  But they will never be saved unless they hear the Gospel.   
4.  And so what are you doing to reach them?   
5.  All of us need to take a good hard look at this.   

a.  People are perishing all around us.  We have the message that will save them.   
b.  Salvation is as near to them as faith.  But they won’t believe unless they first 

hear.   
c.  Let’s do what we can to get the message out.  Amen.   


