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Have you ever wondered how certain the events are which take place in your life?  
How certain were you to be born at the time and in the place and family that you were?  
How certain were you to look as you do and to be the kind of person you are?  How sure 
were you to go through the things you have in this life – the good things and the bad?  
The answer is that things couldn’t have been any other way.  Everything that happens in 
this world, everything that happens to you, is absolutely certain.  Everything that takes 
place had to take place because they are all a part of God’s plan.  He determined the end 
from the beginning in eternity, even before He made anything.  And now He is working 
out that plan.  He makes everything come about as it does, even our sins.  He is 
absolutely sovereign.  Now we know that even though this is true, we are still responsible 
for our sins.  When we sin, God still holds us accountable for our sins, because we are the 
ones who commit them.  And God doesn’t force us to sin.  We sin because we want to.  
Therefore we have to answer for them.  But for the Christian, far from this making us 
grieve, this should make us rejoice, because God in His sovereignty has promised to 
overrule everything in our lives, even our sins, for our good (Rom. 8:28).  We have the 
blessed assurance that He will work even our sins together for good, such is the love and 
mercy of our God.   

Now we need to realize that this is also true concerning what we see in our 
passage this morning.  God had sovereign control over these events as well.  Jesus had to 
be betrayed by Judas, He had to be denied by His disciples, and He had to be rejected by 
the Jews and put to death on a cross by the Gentiles.  These sinful things had to happen, 
because they were all a part of God’s plan.  But we also need to remember that when He 
brought these things about, He had a good goal in mind – to bring about the salvation of 
His people, to bring about our salvation.  This is the plan that our Lord had His prophets 
write down hundreds of years before they happened so that His people could know they 
were going to happen and could rejoice when they saw them.   

We are looking this morning at the fact that Jesus had to be betrayed into the 
hands of His enemies, that His disciples would deny Him, and that He would be 
crucified, so that the Scriptures – or God’s plan – could be fulfilled.  What we will want 
to see are three things:  1) First, Judas betrayed Jesus to fulfill the Scriptures, 2) second, 
Jesus rebuked Peter to fulfill the Scriptures, and 3) third, the disciples abandoned Jesus to 
fulfill the Scriptures.  And let’s remember that all three of these things had to happen so 
that God could save us.   

First, let’s see how Judas’ betrayal fulfilled the plan of God.  We read that while 
Jesus was still speaking to the disciples about their spiritual weakness, and the fact that 
the time of His betrayal had now come, Judas arrived with a large number of men armed 
with swords and clubs, who were sent by the chief priests and elders to take Him (v. 47).  
Now Judas had already told the men how he was going to single Jesus out, so that they 
wouldn’t arrest one of His disciples by mistake:  he was going to give Him a kiss (v. 48).  
“And immediately,” Matthew writes, “he went to Jesus and said, ‘Hail, Rabbi!’ and 
kissed Him” (v. 49).  A kiss was used as a greeting in those days, to show love and 
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friendship, but Judas used it as a sign of betrayal.  Now we might ask, “Why did Judas 
give them this sign?  Why didn’t he just point Him out, and say, ‘This is Him.  He’s the 
One’?”  Some have suggested that Judas really only wanted to help Jesus by giving Him 
an opportunity to prove to the elders that He was the Messiah.  This is why, they say, 
Judas felt such remorse after Jesus was condemned.  He really didn’t want to see Jesus 
die.  In other words, Judas really had a good motive in his betrayal.  Considering 
everything the Bible has to say about Judas, this most likely isn’t true.  The fact is we 
really don’t know why he kissed Jesus.  But we do know that this was one of the greatest 
act of hypocrisy that the world has ever seen.  Judas came to Jesus with a kiss of 
friendship, while at the same time he stabbed Him in the back by betraying Him.  This is 
the same thing Joab did to Amasa, when he came to him with a kiss, but then struck him 
in the belly with his sword and killed him (2 Sam. 20:9-10).  Perhaps this account was 
written down as a picture to the covenant people of God of how the Messiah would be 
betrayed by one pretending love to Him.  Dante, who wrote the classic book Dante’s 
Inferno, considered the betrayal of a benefactor to be the worst of all sins.  This is why he 
placed Judas in the lowest pit of hell, condemned to be chewed forever in the mouth of 
the devil.  Certainly this example of Judas should warn us that not everyone who 
professes to know and love Jesus really does.  There are those even among His disciples 
who say that they love Him, but who are really working against Him.  On our part, we 
need to make sure that we don’t fall in that category.  Jesus tells us that there will be 
many who will say to Him on the day of His Judgment, “Lord, Lord,” whom He will cast 
away, because they did not really love Him or serve Him.  But of course we mustn’t 
forget that Judas betrayed Jesus, because this is what God in His infinite wisdom had 
planned.  David wrote in Psalm 55, “For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, then I 
could bear it; nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, then I could 
hide myself from him.  But it is you, a man my equal, my companion and my familiar 
friend.  We who had sweet fellowship together, walked in the house of God in the 
throng” (vv. 12-14).  The Scripture said that Jesus would be betrayed by one someone 
close to Him.  This was now being fulfilled by Judas.  And Jesus, realizing that this is 
what His Father had planned, submitted to it.  He said, “Friend, do what you have come 
for” (v. 50).  He wasn’t going to stand in the way of His Father’s will.  He had just 
prayed that His Father would give Him the strength to go through with His plan.  And so 
He now humbly submitted to it.  It would be good for us to learn from this how we too 
should humbly submit to God’s will, not only to His commandments, but also to the 
working out of His plan in this world.   

And so first we see that Judas betrayed Jesus to fulfill the Scripture.  Second, we 
see Jesus rebuked Peter to fulfill the Scripture.  After Judas singled out Jesus by kissing 
Him, the men who were with him seized Him.  At that point one of Jesus’ disciples 
grabbed a sword and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his ear.  We know from the 
parallel account in John, that it was Peter who did this (18:10).  He was trying to defend 
Jesus, to keep Him from being arrested.  But when he had done this, Jesus rebuked him.  
He told him to put his sword away.  Didn’t he know that everyone who lives by killing 
others, will also be killed by them?  The weapons of our warfare are not physical – 
swords and spears, or guns and knives – but spiritual – the Word of God and prayer.  If 
Peter was going to live by the sword, it wouldn’t be long before he would be killed by it.  
Jesus didn’t need his help anyway.  He asked him, “Don’t you know that I could ask My 
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Father, and He would immediately send twelve legions of angels to rescue Me?”  Now if 
one angel could easily kill 185,000 Assyrians in one night (2 Kings 19:35), what kind of 
damage could twelve legions of angels inflict?  If Jesus was using the word as it was used 
by the Romans at this time, He was referring to at least 72,000 angels.  Jesus didn’t need 
Peter’s help.  But not only this, if Peter intervened with his sword and succeeded in 
saving Jesus, “How then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen in this way” 
(v. 54)?  Jesus is asking, “Peter, do you want to get in the way of My Father’s will?”  Of 
course, there really wasn’t any way that he could have, even if he had tried, because 
God’s will can’t be thwarted.  God couldn’t have known that this was going to happen 
ahead of time, if it wasn’t going to happen at all.  God planned that it would take place 
this way.  He knew that it was going to happen this way because He had planned that it 
would.  And so it had to happen this way.  But should Peter want to get in the way of 
God’s plan, even if he could?  Of course not.  Once God says that something is going to 
happen, that it is His plan, it must take place, and we mustn’t try to do anything to stop it.  
Once His plan becomes known, in a sense it becomes law, and it must be submitted to.  
When we come to understand what God has planned, we must submit to that plan and 
obey Him, even if in our good intentions we had our heart set on doing something else.  
This is true with regard to obedience to His commandments – if we learn that we must 
obey them or something new about how we are to obey them, we must do it.  But it is 
also true with regard to anything else the Lord says – once we become aware of what 
God’s Word means, we must submit to it, if our lives should be out of alignment with it.  
And so Peter backed down.  If he had tried to save Jesus, he would have failed anyway.  
But he had to stop, because the Scripture needed to be fulfilled.   

And so Judas betrayed Jesus to fulfill the Scripture, and Jesus rebuked Peter so 
that the Scripture could be fulfilled.  Lastly, the disciples abandoned Jesus to fulfill the 
Scriptures.  Jesus then turned to the men who had come and pointed out their hypocrisy, 
“Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as a against a robber?  Every day 
I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me” (v. 55).  He was there 
everyday, in plain sight.  They could have arrested Him at any time.  But they didn’t 
because of what the people might think.  But Jesus told them that this too was a part of 
God’s plan.  He had ordained that it would be done in secret, so that they might be able to 
carry out their plan to crucify Him.  The Lord said through Zechariah the prophet, 
“‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the man, My Associate,’ declares 
the Lord of hosts.  ‘Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; and I will turn 
My hand against the little ones’” (13:7).  God had determined that the leaders of Israel 
would turn against Jesus and come out after Him with swords.  He determined that they 
would use the sword of the government to strike down His Shepherd through crucifixion 
at the hands of the Romans.  And He decreed that He would then turn His hand against 
His own people who had rejected His Son and handed him over to be crucified and bring 
them into judgment.  This was all a part of His plan.  But notice too that in striking the 
Shepherd – which He was beginning to bring about right then – the sheep – or those who 
belonged to Christ – would be scattered – they would all abandon Him.  Jesus said they 
would, and so they did.  Matthew writes, “Then all the disciples left Him and fled” (v. 
56).  Matthew knew this because he was one of those who abandoned Jesus.  Peter also 
ran away, only to return later to deny Him three times, to fulfill what Jesus said.  Even 
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though Jesus warned them that they would, and they all said they never would, they still 
did it.  The Scripture, God’s plan, had to be fulfilled.  He is sovereign.   

Everything that is written, everything that the Lord has planned, will come to pass 
and nothing can stop it.  Even if we knew ahead of time what those things were – and 
some of them we do – there is nothing that we could do to stop them, even if we wanted 
to – may the Lord grant that we would never want to!  God is absolutely sovereign.  But 
that’s good to know, because the One who sovereignly ordained everything that comes to 
pass has also ordained that He would work everything together for the good of His 
church, most importantly, that He would save His own people through the betrayal and 
death of Jesus.  There was nothing on heaven or earth that could stop this crucifixion.  It 
was certain to happen.  And it is just as certainly true that if God has planned to save us, 
we will be saved.  He has saved us, if we are trusting in Jesus this morning.  Jesus was 
betrayed, He was crucified, He was buried and rose again from dead, so that everyone 
who takes hold of Him in faith could receive the certainty of salvation.  Are you trusting 
in Him this morning?  If so, then God will bring you to heaven.  The God who works all 
things according to His plan will make sure that you do, and He has the power to do it.  
He will also make sure that everything that He has planned for you in this life will work 
together for your good.  What a wonderful promise!  But if you haven’t trusted in Jesus, 
you don’t have this promise, but the threat of eternal judgment.  If you haven’t trusted in 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, then I would invite you this morning to do so now.  
Repent.  Turn from your sins, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Outside of Jesus you 
can only be certain of one thing – eternal judgment, suffering and death.  But in Jesus, 
you can be certain of eternal life.  God guarantees it.  And so this morning, think about 
the state of your heart.  Be honest with yourself.  Do you love the Father and His Son 
Jesus Christ?  Does your life show that you do through your obedience?  If not, then 
come to Christ.  He is the door to eternal life.  Believe on Him and be saved.  Amen.   


