
“Christ Conquers the Enemy” 

(Mark 1:12-13) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  So far we’ve seen:   

a.  That John prepared the way for Jesus by preaching repentance.   

(i)  Law comes before Gospel – Moses before Jesus.   

(ii)  We must see our need for what Jesus offers before we will receive Him.   

 

b.  We also saw that Jesus/Gospel could do something John/Law couldn’t:   

(i)  John baptized with water to show the sincerity of one’s repentance.   

(ii)  But Jesus would baptize with the fire of the Holy Spirit giving us the 

ability to repent and believe, as well as the power to serve.   

 

2.  Last time, we looked at Jesus’ baptism.   

a.  That He was baptized to fulfill all righteousness for us.   

(i)  He didn’t need repentance – we do.   

(ii)  Since we were called to submit to this ordinance, He submitted to it for 

us, vicariously.   

 

b.  He was also baptized that we might know He was the Messiah – John said, “I 

did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came 

baptizing in water” (John 1:31).   

c.  And He was baptized that He might receive what baptism pointed to – the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit.   

(i)  This was when He was anointed with the Spirit above measure that He 

might be equipped to do His work as prophet, priest and king – and in 

each of those offices, to save us.   

(ii)  And He was anointed with the Spirit that He might become the source of 

that same Spirit for us.   

(iii)  Without the Spirit’s work in our souls, we would never be able to be and 

to do what the Lord calls us to.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to consider what happened immediately following 

His inauguration into ministry.   

a.  The Spirit compelled Him to go into the wilderness.   

b.  There He fasted for forty days and was tempted by the enemy.   

c.  And there He overcame our enemy, that we might overcome him as well.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things regarding the spiritual warfare that took place between 

Jesus and Satan.   



2 

a.  First, that Jesus, the second Adam, succeeded in defeating Satan where the 

first Adam failed.   

b.  And second, how Jesus overcome Satan.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, that Jesus, the second Adam, succeeded in defeating Satan where the first 

Adam failed.   

1.  We know there are many ways Jesus fulfills the Old Covenant – He fulfills 

prophecy, promises, types and shadows.  Mark has already made some allusions 

to this.   

a.  Jesus fulfills the OT type given by Moses.   

(i)  He is the prophet like Moses.   

(ii)  Moses fasted forty days and nights before the Lord gave him the Law; 

Jesus fasted forty days and night before He restored the Law.   

(a)  Sermon on the Mount – “You have heard that it was said . . . but I say 

to you.”   

(b)  He declared Himself the Lord of the Sabbath.   

(c)  Jesus fulfills the type the Lord gave us through Moses.   

 

b.  Jesus retraced the steps of His covenant people into Egypt and back to 

Palestine.   

(i)  Have you ever wondered why Jesus was taken to Egypt?  Matthew tells 

us this was to fulfill the prophecy, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”   

(ii)  Israel originally went into Egypt and was later called out by God.   

(a)  Israel was a type of Jesus.   

(b)  Jesus is the true Son of God whom the Father called out of Egypt.   

 

c.  Jesus is the true Joseph raised up to preserve His people in the world.   

d.  He is the true Moses who leads His people out of Egypt/the world into the 

Promised Land/heaven.   

e.  He is the true seed of Abraham through whom all the nations of the earth 

would be blessed.   

 

2.  Jesus also came to do what Adam failed to do – defeat the devil.   

a.  When Satan came to Adam in the Garden, he should have repelled the 

enemy, but instead he submitted to him.   

b.  What the first Adam failed to do, the second Adam does.   

(i)  The Spirit of God now compels the Son of God into the wilderness to face 

the enemy.   

(ii)  Notice that this battle doesn’t take place in paradise, as it did with Adam, 

but in a wilderness, being now under the curse of the broken Covenant of 

Works.   

(iii)  Satan now tempts Christ as he tempted Eve.   

(iv)  But instead of submitting to him, Jesus overcomes the enemy.   
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B.  Let’s consider, second, how Jesus succeeded in overcoming the enemy.   

1.  Jesus was tempted in the same three ways the devil tempted Eve.   

a.  Satan’s temptations always center around three things – the same three things 

John warns us of in his first letter, “All that is in the world, the lust of the 

flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 

Father, but is from the world” (2:16).   

b.  These are the areas in which he tempted Eve, “When the woman saw that the 

tree was good for food (flesh), and that it was a delight to the eyes (eyes), and 

that the tree was desirable to make one wise (pride), she took from its fruit 

and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate” (Gen. 3:6).   

c.  They are the same areas in which he tempted Jesus:   

(i)  He told Jesus to turn the stones into bread (flesh).   

(ii)  He showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and promised to give them 

to Him if He would worship him (eyes).   

(iii)  And he tempted Him to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the 

temple so that when the angels caught Him, He would be shown to be the 

Messiah (pride).   

 

2.  But unlike the first Adam (and Eve), the second Adam resisted these 

temptations and defeated the enemy.   

a.  It’s interesting to note that the devil was actually tempting Jesus to acquire 

things that were good.   

(i)  To provide food for Himself (v. 3) – He had fasted for forty days and 

nights and was hungry.   

(ii)  To gain dominion over the kingdoms of the world (vv. 5-7) – after all, 

He was born to be King (Isa. 9:6-7).   

(iii)  And to show Israel, through a miraculous intervention on the part of the 

angels, that He was the Messiah (vv. 9-11) – Jesus would go on to perform 

miracles to prove this very thing.   

 

b.  There wasn’t anything wrong with the ends the devil suggested, but the 

means were an issue – Jesus could never acquire these things in the way 

Satan suggested.   

(i)  He couldn’t submit to the devil.   

(ii)  He could never worship Satan to gain the kingdom that was rightfully 

His own.   

(iii)  And it certainly wasn’t His Father’s will to show He was the Messiah by 

throwing Himself off the pinnacle of the temple – if you read the 

prophecies regarding Messiah, there’s no mention of that particular 

miracle.   

 

c.  How did Jesus see through this deception and subsequently defeat Satan?  

Through God’s Word and Spirit.   

(i)  In each case, Jesus quoted Scripture to expose his lies, “It is written.”   

(a)  With regard to the stones becoming bread, He said, “It is written, 

‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds 
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from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4) – Satan appeals to the flesh, but we 

must place God’s Word above our physical needs.   

(b)  With regard to worshiping Satan to gain the kingdoms of the world, 

He said, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve 

Him only” (Matt. 4:10) – Satan will put what is most tempting before 

our eyes and promise to give them to us if we submit to him, but we 

must remember what the true riches are and to whom we belong.   

(c)  And with regard to His throwing Himself from the temple to show His 

people that He is the Messiah, He said, “It is written, ‘You shall not put 

the Lord your God to the test” (Matt. 4:7) – Satan will tempt us to do 

things contrary to how the Lord commands, but we must resist him.   

 

(ii)  Jesus submitted to the Word, but He also did this by the power of the 

Spirit – humanly speaking, Jesus needed His strength to overcome him.   

(a)  It’s interesting to note that He was first anointed with the Spirit before 

He went out to face this enemy.   

(b)  The Spirit gave Him the kind of love and conviction necessary to hold 

fast to God and His truth and so overcome the devil.   

 

3.  What should we learn from this?   

a.  The first is how important it is we know God’s Word to overcome Satan.   

(i)  His temptations will be subtle.   

(a)  Sometimes he will tempt us to do things that are obviously wrong.   

(b)  But he will also tempt us to do right things in the wrong way.   

 

(ii)  The only way we can recognize and overcome these temptations is 

through the Word of God.   

(a)  The Lord tells us the right thing to do and the right way.   

(b)  If we know what they are, we’ll be ready to do battle with the enemy.   

 

b.  The second is how much we need the Spirit to overcome the devil.   

(i)  We will never do what we know we should without Him.   

(ii)  He must give us the love we need to hold fast to God’s truth.   

(iii)  This is another way Jesus’ victory becomes ours.   

(a)  Jesus overcame the enemy to qualify as our Redeemer.   

(b)  He overcame the enemy to save us from him.   

(c)  And He is the One who can give us His same victory over the enemy 

through His Spirit.   

(d)  If you don’t know Jesus in a saving way and so don’t have His Spirit, 

come to Him now – ask and receive.   

(e)  If you do, prepare to come to the Table now to meet the Lord and to 

receive more of the gracious help of His Spirit to overcome the enemy.  

Amen.   
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