
 

“Christ, a Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary” 
(Hebrews 8:1-6) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The author to the Hebrews has been comparing the priesthood of Christ 
with the priesthood which all the Jews were familiar with to show them how much better 
it is.  Whenever you are faced with a decision between two things, it is always best to 
place them side by side and compare their strengths and weaknesses.  In this case, all the 
Levitical priests had were weaknesses, while all the Melchizedekian priesthood has are 
strengths.  The Levitical priests were mere sinners, who were often replaced because of 
death, who offered imperfect sacrifices for themselves and then imperfect sacrifices for 
the people, sacrifices which had to be repeated over and over again, since they could not 
remove sins once and for all.  On the other hand, this Melchizedekian priest was perfect.  
He did not need to be replaced, because He never died.  He did not need to offer 
sacrifices for Himself, for He never sinned.  And He did not need to repeat His sacrifices 
to God on behalf of His people, for He made a perfect sacrifice which has cleansed for all 
time those who draw near to God through Him.  Now if you had to make a choice 
between these two priesthoods, which would you choose?  I hope you would choose 
Christ’s.  It would be foolish for you, as it would have been foolish for them, to choose 
any other.   
  But having made these comparisons, he is not done yet.  As he begins to introduce 
to us now the superiority of the new covenant which this new priest has enacted, he 
makes one last contrast between the two.  And here he shows us that,  
 
  This superior priest we have is even more superior because of where it is that He 
ministers:  not on the earth in the types and shadows of the realities of heaven, but in 
heaven itself!   
 
I.  He says first that Christ is superior because He ministers from a superior 

position, “We have such a high priest who has taken His seat at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens” (v. 1).   
A.  What is in view here is His ascension.  This was the means by which the man 

Christ Jesus was taken up into heaven.   
1.  When Christ completed His work of fulfilling the righteousness of the Law, He 

was then crucified to atone for the sins of His people.   
2.  When that suffering was completed, there were still at least three things to be 

done:  He needed to rise again from the dead, He needed to complete His 
revelation to His disciples by appearing to them, and He needed to ascend into 
heaven in order to present His atonement to the Father and to receive from Him 
the kingdom.   
a.  Obviously, He needed to be raised up if His work was to be accepted, for it 

was by this that He was vindicated by the Father as having done what He said 
He had come into the world to do.  It was also necessary if we were ever to 
be raised up, for nothing more happens to us than happened to Him.  He is 
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the One who took our place in everything, and we receive only that which He 
did.   

b.  He also needed to complete His revelation by appearing to His disciples.  
God did not leave us with a Christ of faith, a Christ who was still buried in a 
tomb, leaving us to hope against hope that somehow this dead man would be 
able to save us and raise us up from the dead.  No.  He furnished proof to us 
all that He is able to save us by rising Himself.  If He could not have 
redeemed His own body, then how could we trust Him to redeem ours?    

c.  And lastly, He needed to ascend into heaven to be seated at God’s right hand, 
in order to begin His work as our Advocate, and to begin to rule and reign 
over all things to the glory of His Father, the upbuilding of His kingdom, and 
the good of His church.   

 
B.  But this ascension, besides bringing Christ into heaven, also was the occasion of 

His coronation, His being crowned as King over all things.   
1.  We stand in awe of a person who is royalty.  Though it is somewhat lessened in 

our days, a king can still be a pretty intimidating person to stand in the presence 
of.  It is because we recognize that there is a certain dignity to his office.  He has 
greater authority than we do.   

2.  But how much more when that king is the One who has been exalted over all 
things, over all kingdoms and all kings, and over every name that has been 
named, not only in this age, but also in the coming one?   
a.  Christ is the King of kings, and the Lord of lords.  He is the One who has 

been exalted higher in authority than anyone who has ever lived.   
b.  He has been seated at the right hand of the throne of God.   
c.  The author to the Hebrews will later show us that Christ, “having offered one 

sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from 
that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet” (10:12-
13).   

d.  Though the author does not emphasize this aspect of Christ’s person here, he 
again draws to mind that which he told us at the very beginning, where he 
wrote what God said of His Son, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of Thy kingdom” (1:8).   

e.  Christ has entered heaven itself, now to reign over all of God’s Creation for 
His glory, at the right hand of the Majesty on high, the place of honor.  He 
has entered into His rest, and now through His reign He has the authority to 
bring us into the promised rest as well.   

 
II.  But secondly, and what is more emphasized here, is that Christ is superior 

because of the fact that He ministers in heaven.  He is “a minister in the 
sanctuary, and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man” (v. 2).   
A.  This sanctuary is the place of God’s throne.   

1.  Now we might think that it strange that Christ would rule from a sanctuary or a 
tabernacle in the heavens.   
a.  But this should not cause us any problems, for where else would God be but 
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in His sanctuary, His holy place?   
b.  Where was God’s throne on the earth?  It was in the holy of holies.  It was 

called the mercy seat, which was on top of the ark of the covenant.  Not that 
God is so small that a little seat like that would hold Him.  This was but a 
picture, it was but a symbol of His authority.  It was the picture of His throne 
in the heavens, His throne of justice, which was also a throne of mercy.   

 
2.  The earthly tabernacle itself was nothing more than a picture of the heavenly 

sanctuary of God.   
a.  The author writes that the priests “serve in a copy and shadow of the 

heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was about to 
erect the tabernacle; for, ‘See,’ He says, ‘that you make all things according 
to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.”   

b.  When Moses went up on the mountain to meet with God, not only did God 
reveal to him His Ten Commandments, but He also showed Moses a 
heavenly pattern.  It was not just in words that God described it to him.  The 
implication is that he could actually see it!  What was written in chapters 25-
30 of Exodus, which is a description of what the Tabernacle was to be like, 
was probably only a verbal commentary on what Moses could actually 
behold with his own eyes.  Perhaps it was more than a picture.  Perhaps the 
Lord even showed him heaven itself.  The pattern or the earthly sanctuary, in 
other words, may have been the real tabernacle itself!   

c.  But that which Moses built, and that which the earthly priests ministered in, 
was only a representation of the real one in the heavens.   

 
B.  The point of Christ’s superiority is that He is in the heavenly sanctuary, in the true 

tabernacle itself.   
1.  The fact that it is called the “true” tabernacle, does not mean that there was 

something wrong with the other one.  It merely means that one is a copy, while 
the other is the original.   

2.  The one Christ ministers in is the one which the Lord “pitched” or put up, not 
man.   
a.  I think that what is implied here concerning heaven is that heaven is a created 

place.  Heaven is not eternal.   
b.  Before God created anything, He did not need a place to dwell, for He dwelt 

everywhere.   
c.  But once He created His heavenly host, He needed a place to put them.  He 

also desired a place to make His holy presence dwell uniquely.  And those 
who are blessed by God to enter into heaven, get to see that holy 
manifestation of His glory and beauty.  It is the beatific vision that all of His 
saints long for.   

d.  God also set up a picture of this heaven on earth in the Tabernacle and later 
in the Temple.  The description of the Temple is quite like the descriptions of 
heaven in the book of Revelation.   

e.  But it is this heavenly temple in which Christ ministers, at the right hand of 
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the Majesty on high.  His access to God is therefore immediate and perfect.  
Whereas the high priest could only enter into the picture of heaven, and that 
only once per year, our great High Priest sits continually in His presence.   

f.  When you come to Christ as your Mediator, He is far better able to bring you 
near to God, or He ministers before Him day and night.   

 
III.  But there is more.  There is also a reference here to Christ’s better sacrifice 

which the author will spell out more clearly a little later on.  He writes, “For 
every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; hence it is 
necessary that this high priest also have something to offer.”   
A.  I believe the “for” here could better be translated “since.”   

1.  It would make more sense to see it this way:  “Since every high priest is 
appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary that this high 
priest also have something to offer.”   

2.  The point here is that every high priest, if he is to reconcile man with God, must 
have something to offer.  He must have gifts and sacrifices to atone for sins.  If 
the priests are on earth, they must be offered according to the Law of the 
priesthood.  But even if the priest is in heaven, there must still be a sacrifice.   
a.  Man has sinned.  God has been offended.  Therefore it is necessary that the 

One who would intercede, the One who would mediate, have something to 
offer accordingly to bring the two parties together.  There needed to be a 
death.   

b.  But what kind of death will do?  We have already seen that the gifts and 
sacrifices of the Levitical priesthood were weak and imperfect, so much so 
that they needed to be set aside so that the true sacrifice could be made by the 
true priest.  But we have also seen what that true sacrifice was.  Jesus is a 
priest, “who did not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, 
first for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people, because this He did 
once for all when He offered up Himself” (7:27).   

c.  This sacrifice, this offering of Himself, is really what is in view here.  This is 
the holy thing which He offered to reconcile us to God.  And certainly there 
is nothing else which will do.   

 
B.  But the author continues, “Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at 

all, since there are those who offer the gifts according to the Law” (v. 4).   
1.  What does the author have in mind here?  Didn’t the author already argue that 

the Levitical priesthood has been set aside and that it was replaced by the 
Melchizedekian priesthood?   

2.  Yes he did.  But I think the point here is that Christ’s priesthood must be 
exercised in heaven.   
a.  If He were on earth, He would not have been qualified to enter into the 

earthly Temple and present His sacrifice.   
b.  Remember that Christ was descended from the tribe of Judah, and not that of 

Levi.  As long as the Law was still in force, even Christ would not break it.   
c.  The institution of this new priesthood, or perhaps more accurately, the 
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reinstitution of this old priesthood, did not end the Levitical order all at once.  
They both existed side by side for a while.   

d.  But the bringing in of the new, signaled the beginning of the end of the old, 
which was brought about fully when the Lord destroyed Jerusalem and the 
Temple in 70 A.D.   

e.  With the bringing in of the new priesthood also came a new arrangement of 
the covenant.  The author writes concerning this, “When He said, ‘A new 
covenant,’ He has made the first obsolete.  But whatever is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear” (8:13).  It was not until the 
old disappeared that the Law of the priesthood disappeared with it.   

 
C.  But the bottom line which the author is aiming at is this, “But now He has obtained 

a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better 
covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.”   
1.  Literally, it reads in the Greek, “But now He has received a far superior 

ministry, by as much as He is a mediator of a superior covenant, which has been 
based on superior promises.”   

2.  His ministry as priest is far superior to that of the Aaronic order.   
a.  It is superior by reason of the dignity and majesty of the One who occupies 

that office.   
b.  It is superior by reason of the place from which He ministers.   
c.  And it is superior by reason of the infinitely more precious sacrifice that He 

brings to secure the blessings of the covenant for His people.   
 
3.  And this is to complement the far superior covenant that has been put into force.   

a.  It is not that the Old Covenant was void of grace.  It wasn’t.   
b.  At the foundation of it was the Abrahamic Covenant and the promise of 

justification on the basis of faith.   
c.  There was also gracious mediation through the priesthood, whereby a man 

might draw near to God.   
d.  But that which had glory is far surpassed by this new administration of the 

Covenant of Grace.  Paul wrote, “But if the ministry of death, in letters 
engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look 
intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, 
how shall the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?  For if 
the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of 
righteousness abound in glory.  For indeed what had glory, in this case has no 
glory on account of the glory that surpasses it.  For if that which fades away 
was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory” (2 Cor. 3:7-11).   

 
4.  And this superior covenant we are not surprised to learn has far superior 

promises.  What those promises are come in our text for next week, where the 
author begins to unfold the overall superiority of the New Covenant over that of 
the Old.   

5.  But let us not forget the main point as the author told us in verse one:  “We have 



6 

 

such a high priest.”   
a.  The One whom we have speaking of is our high priest!   
b.  Everything that He is, everything He has done, all that He has offered, is for 

us and for our salvation, if we are resting in Him for that salvation.   
c.  Having then so superior a great high priest and these better promises, let us 

draw near to God.  Let us draw near daily “with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience” 
(10:22).   

d.  And let us find at His throne of grace our daily provision and the strength that 
we need that we might serve Him honorably and with our whole heart.   

e.  Let us put away all other hopes and place them in Christ alone, for this is 
what God wills for us.  Amen.   


