
“Cherish Your Spouse” 

(Mark 10:1-12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  In our text, we see  

a.  Jesus is still heading towards Jerusalem,  

b.  Where He will be crucified –  

c.  Where He will lay down His life  

d.  For the sins of His people.   

 

2.  And yet,  

a.  His work is not yet complete.   

b.  He is still seeking to shepherd His people.   

c.  And so He begins to teach them (v. 1).   

 

3.  The Pharisees, for their part,  

a.  Were still trying to trip Him up,  

b.  Trying to find an excuse to discredit Him  

c.  So they could have Him arrested and killed.   

d.  This time their subject was divorce.   

(i)  Whether it was lawful.   

(ii)  Whether there were grounds for divorce  

(iii)  And so for remarriage (v. 2).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus begins by pointing them to Scripture:   

a.  What did Moses command (v. 3)?   

b.  They said Moses permitted a man  

(i)  To give his wife a certificate of divorce  

(ii)  And send her away (v. 4).   

 

c.  Note that Jesus didn’t challenge them on this point.   

(i)  It was true that Moses gave them this command.   

(ii)  It’s also true that this was God’s Word and came with His authority.   

(iii)  But the reason the Lord allowed this  

(iv)  Was that their hearts were hard (v. 5).   

(v)  This wasn’t God’s first choice:   

(a)  In the beginning, He made them male and female (v. 6).   

(b)  And when a man and woman  

(1)  Left their father and mother (v. 7),  

(2)  They became one flesh:   

(3)  They were no longer two, but one (v. 8).   

(4)  And what God has joined together,  
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(5)  No man is to separate (v. 9).   

 

d.  The disciples weren’t sure about this either,  

(i)  And so they asked Jesus  

(ii)  When they went back to the house (v. 10).   

(iii)  Jesus said,  

(a)  Whoever divorces his wife  

(1)  And marries another woman  

(2)  Commits adultery against her (v. 11).   

 

(b)  And likewise, if she divorces her husband  

(1)  And marries another man,  

(2)  She is committing adultery.   

 

(c)  No, you may not divorce for any reason.   

(1)  If you don’t have the proper grounds,  

(2)  You are committing a very serious sin:  adultery!   

 

2.  This morning,  

a.  We’re going to look at what the Lord says about divorce and remarriage.   

b.  But we’re also going to consider what the Lord really intends in marriage.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first what Jesus says are the grounds for divorce and remarriage.   

1.  We need to deal first with Moses, since this is where Jesus begins.   

a.  What did Moses mean by this command?   

b.  “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 

favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes 

her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his 

house, and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man’s wife, 

and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of 

divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter 

husband dies who took her to be his wife, then her former husband who sent 

her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been 

defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring 

sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance” (Deu. 

24:1-4).   

c.  He gives us at least two things:   

(i)  The grounds on which a man may send his wife away.   

(ii)  And the prohibition against ever taking her again.   

 

2.  On this second point, Moses is warning the husband  

a.  That if he loved his wife at all,  

(i)  If he had any desire of ever taking her again,  

(ii)  He must not send her away,  

(iii)  Because once he has,  
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(iv)  She is lost to him forever,  

(v)  If she marries another man.   

 

b.  We should understand this still to be binding,  

(i)  Since Jesus doesn’t say anything in the New Covenant  

(ii)  That would change it.   

(iii)  Consider this before you would divorce,  

(a)  If your husband or wife should ever remarry,  

(b)  They are lost to you forever.   

 

3.  But what about the grounds?   

a.  What did Moses mean by finding some indecency in her?   

b.  You’ve probably heard there are two camps:   

(i)  One camp said that Moses was referring only to adultery –  

(a)  The indecency is the fact that she was unfaithful.   

(b)  But that really can’t be what he means  

(c)  Because of what God commanded in a case like this:   

(1)  If a man knew that his wife had committed adultery,  

(2)  Then with the requisite number of witnesses,  

(3)  She was to be put to death.   

(4)  “If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, 

one who commits adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer and 

the adulteress shall surely be put to death” (Lev. 20:10).   

 

(d)  If he only suspected that she had committed this sin,  

(1)  Then he was to bring her before the priest,  

(2)  A ceremony would follow that would expose her infidelity.   

(3)  The marriage would end,  

(4)  And the woman would bear her shame  

(5)  And deformity for the rest of her life (Num. 5:12-31).   

 

(e)  Moses did not have adultery in view.   

(1)  A certificate would not be issued,  

(2)  That would free the woman  

(3)  To be married to another man,  

(4)  If she had committed adultery.   

 

(f)  It really couldn’t be any other more perverse kind of indecency –  

(1)  Such as Sodomy or something else,  

(2)  Since those too were punishable by death.   

 

(ii)  The other view was that Moses was saying  

(a)  That a man could divorce his wife for any reason at all.   

(b)  If he found something in her that he couldn’t live with,  

(c)  He could give her a certificate of divorce and send her away.   

(d)  This is likely the correct view.   
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(e)  The Lord gave this command  

(1)  Because of the hardness of His people’s heart.   

(A)  If a man refused to love his wife,  

(B)  And sent her away,  

(C)  Then she might enter into another covenant of marriage.   

(D)  Only he could not take her again.   

 

(2)  This permission on the part of God  

(A)  Was not an endorsement of divorce on these grounds,  

(B)  But an indictment against the man who divorced his wife.   

(C)  The Lord allowed it, but He never approved of it.   

 

(iii)  Notice in our passage,  

(a)  Jesus doesn’t challenge their understanding of this command by 

Moses.   

(b)  But He does go on to tell them what God’s will actually is:   

(1)  God intended that marriage be between one man and one woman:   

(A)  He made them male and female.   

(B)  As Ken Ham has noted on a number of occasions,  

(C)  He made them Adam and Eve,  

(D)  Not Adam and Steve.   

 

(2)  He made man,  

(A)  Then seeing that it wasn’t good for the man to be alone,  

(B)  He made woman –  

(C)  He made a creature that corresponded to man’s need,  

(D)  One that would complement him,  

(E)  One with which he could produce children  

(F)  And fill the earth.   

 

(3)  Once they were married,  

(A)  They were no longer to see themselves as two,  

(B)  But as one – one flesh, one body.   

(C)  Now they were to love each other  

(D)  As they loved their own bodies,  

(E)  Because they were in fact one.   

 

(4)  What the Lord had joined, no one was to separate.   

(A)  The Lord is saying that marriage is meant to be for life.   

(B)  If a man divorces his wife,   

(C)  Of if a woman divorces her husband,  

(D)  And either marries another,  

(E)  They have committed adultery.   

 

(iv)  And so can a person lawfully divorce their spouse  

(a)  For any cause at all?   
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(b)  The answer is, No!   

 

4.  Now Jesus doesn’t speak of it here,  

a.  But He did give grounds on other occasions.   

b.  Adultery for one:   

(i)  In a parallel passage in Matthew,  

(ii)  He says in the same context,  

(iii)  “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, 

and marries another woman commits adultery” (Matt. 19:9).   

(a)  If a man divorced his wife for anything short of infidelity  

(1)  Then if he remarried,  

(2)  He would be guilty of adultery.   

 

(b)  If she had committed adultery,  

(1)  Then he would not be guilty of adultery.   

(2)  Because her adultery had already broken her marriage covenant.   

 

(c)  If there was no adultery before the divorce,  

(1)  There is no breaking of the covenant,  

(2)  So that if a man put his wife away without it,  

(3)  He would be committing adultery if he remarried,  

(4)  Because he is still bound to his wife.   

(5)  He would be breaking the covenant.   

 

c.  Jesus gave one other ground for divorce and remarriage,  

(i)  Through the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:  desertion.   

(a)  He writes, “But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a 

wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must 

not divorce her.  And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and 

he consents to live with her, she must not send her husband away. . . .  

Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister 

is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace” 

(vv. 12-13, 15).   

(b)  The fact that the unbeliever deserted the marriage covenant  

(i)  Broke that covenant (of companionship),  

(ii)  So that the brother or sister is no longer under bondage.   

 

(c)  Being loosed from their previous spouse,  

(1)  The believer may remarry without sinning,  

(A)  Paul writes, “Are you bound to a wife?  Do not seek to be 

released.  Are you released from a wife?  Do not seek a wife.  But 

if you marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has 

not sinned” (1 Cor. 7:27-28, cf. v. 39).   

(B)  But he or she must marry only in the Lord!   

 

(2)  It’s assumed that if the unbeliever remarries,  
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(A)  They would not be committing adultery,  

(B)  Though they would still be guilty  

(C)  Of having broken their original marriage covenant  

(D)  And may only be freed from that guilt  

(E)  Through repentance and faith.   

 

(3)  The same would be true of the one who committed adultery in the 

first example:   

(A)  They would not commit adultery by marrying again –  

(B)  Since they are free from their first marriage covenant –  

(C)  But they would be an adulterer  

(D)  Until they repent and find forgiveness in Jesus.   

(E)  And let’s not forget, there is forgiveness  

(F)  For all who repent and believe.   

 

(ii)  I should also mention,  

(a)  That if a believer left another believer,  

(b)  And refused to be reconciled to them,  

(c)  That would also constitute grounds for divorce –  

(d)  Since in refusing to reconcile,  

(e)  The professing believer would show himself  

(f)  To be an unbeliever.    

 

5.  You may not divorce for any reason at all.   

a.  But if the marriage covenant is broken by your spouse,  

(i)  Either by committing adultery,  

(ii)  Or by deserting the covenant through abandonment,  

(iii)  You may sue for a divorce,  

(iv)  And being divorced,  

(v)  You may remarry,  

(vi)  Without sinning against the Lord.   

 

b.  We should also note  

(i)  That if a husband or wife breaks their covenant,  

(a)  Either by adultery or desertion,  

(b)  That the marriage covenant can still be restored:   

(c)  If there is repentance on the part of the sinning spouse,  

(d)  There should be forgiveness on the part of the innocent.   

 

(ii)  On the other hand,  

(a)  If the guilty party doesn’t repent,  

(b)  Or repents, but repeatedly recommits that sin  

(c)  Only to repent again,  

(d)  There does come a point  

(e)  Where the righteous thing to do  

(f)  Is to put that unfaithful spouse away!   
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B.  This brings us to the second point:  What does God really intend in marriage?  

What’s really behind what Jesus is saying here?   

1.  Sometimes even Christians are consumed  

a.  With trying to figure out if they can divorce,  

b.  When they should be remembering Jesus’ command  

c.  To love their spouse!   

 

2.  Yes, there are grounds on which  

a.  You might be freed from an unfaithful spouse –  

(i)  The Lord is so gracious that He doesn’t expect you  

(ii)  To suffer your entire life with an infidel  

(iii)  Or the abandonment of an infidel.   

 

b.  But He doesn’t want you  

(i)  To seek to be freed from your spouse  

(ii)  For any reason at all!   

 

c.  He wants you to love them!   

(i)  God made the woman for the sake of the man.   

(ii)  He brought her to the man,  

(iii)  And they became one flesh.   

(iv)  What God has joined together,  

(v)  No one is to separate.   

 

d.  When you enter into a marriage covenant,  

(i)  You promise to love and cherish each other  

(ii)  As long as you both shall live.   

(iii)  The Lord wants you to keep that promise:   

(a)  He doesn’t want you to grow tired of each other.  

(b)  He doesn’t want you to find fault.   

(c)  He doesn’t want your relationship to reach critical mass  

(1)  With regard to your love and patience  

(2)  So that you begin to look for a way out  

(3)  Or for someone else you think you’ll be happier with.   

 

(iv)  He wants you to lay down your life here,  

(a)  As in all other areas.   

(b)  To be faithful to Him,  

(d)  In keeping your vows.   

 

3.  How can you?  Only by the strength His grace supplies.   

Let’s start from the beginning and work our way forward.   

a.  First, you must commit your life to the Lord  

(i)  And seek to grow and mature in Him –  

(ii)  To be filled and directed by His Spirit  
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(iii)  And to walk in His ways.   

(iv)  That’s the only way you will be someone  

(v)  Who is worth marrying.   

(vi)  If you haven’t trusted Jesus  

(a)  As your Lord and Savior,  

(b)  Do so now!   

 

b.  Second, you must seek a spouse  

(i)  That is seeking to do the same.   

(ii)  That is a true believer  

(iii)  And is seeking to grow in Christ.   

(iv)  If you are a believer  

(a)  And don’t have the gift of contentedness  

(b)  He will provide someone for you.   

(c)  Paul writes, “And my God will supply all your needs according to His 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).   

 

c.  Third, provided that person  

(i)  Loves you as you love them,  

(ii)  And is free to enter into a marriage,  

(iii)  When you marry, you must commit yourself  

(iv)  To loving that person for the rest of your life,  

(v)  For the Lord’s sake.   

(vi)  If you really love Jesus, this is what you’ll do.   

(a)  If you think you love Him,  

(b)  And you’re not doing this,  

(c)  You really don’t love Him at all.   

(d)  Jesus says, “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the 

one who loves Me” (John 14:21).   

 

d.  Fourth, you must do everything you can  

(i)  To preserve that love and be faithful to that covenant.   

(ii)  Make sure you keep the Lord’s love burning brightly in your heart.   

(iii)  Then be diligent to share that love with your spouse.   

(iv)  Being careful as well,  

(a)  To do what you can to keep the Lord’s love  

(b)  Burning strongly in them.    

 

e.  Henry Smith summarizes these things in this way:   

(i)  Speaking to the man, he says, “First, he must choose his love, and then he 

must love his choice.”   

(ii)  Choose your spouse wisely –  

(a)  Nothing will make your life more miserable  

(b)  Than a poor choice –  

 

(iii)  And then set your heart on loving the one you choose,  
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(iv)  With the love the Lord supplies.   

 

f.  May the Lord grant to each of us His grace  

(i)  To honor Him  

(ii)  In whatever stage of this process  

(iii)  We happen to be in now.   

(iv)  May He especially give those of us who are married  

(v)  The grace to love our spouse  

(vi)  As the Lord loves us as His bride.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


