
 

“WCF:  Providence” 
(Lesson Seven:  God’s Special Care for His Church) 

 
 
 

I.  Review Quiz:   
A.  What is Providence?   

1.  What is its relationship to the decree of God?   
a.  It is one part of His decree/plan.   
b.  What is the first part?  Creation.   
c.  What is the purpose of the Creation?   

(i)  It is the arena in which God will work out His plan.   
(ii)  Edwards writes, “God’s Providence in Creation.  God’s providence taken 

summarily or in general is an operation and work of his superior to the 
work of creation, for providence may in some respect be called the end of 
the work of creation, as the use and improvement any artificer makes of an 
engine, or the work he intends with it, is superior to his making the 
engine….” (MS 702).   

 
2.  What is Providence in relation to the Creation?   

a.  It is God’s upholding, directing and governing of all His creatures and all their 
actions towards His predetermined goal.   

b.  Is it possible for anything to happen outside of the sovereign plan of God?  No.   
 

B.  What is the purpose or goal of God’s Providence?   
1.  It is to reveal His glory.   
2.  What does God’s Providence reveal about His glory?  That He is wise, powerful, 

just, good and merciful.   
a.  What are some of the ways it reveals His wisdom?   

(i)  The amazing design in Creation.   
(ii)  History reveals that God’s plan contains an almost infinite number of 

variables.  That He can work them all out to accomplish His plans, while at 
the same time allowing His creatures to act freely shows infinite wisdom.   

 
b.  How does it reveal His power?   

(i)  Creation reveals it by its magnitude.   
(ii)  Providence by His ability to manage all things.   
 

c.  How does it show His justice?   
(i)  He displays His wrath in the creation.   
(ii)  He shows His justice at the cross.   
(iii)  He displays His wrath now in hell.   
(iv)  He will reveal His justice on the day of His judgment.   
 

d.  How does it show that He is good and merciful?   
(i)  God gives good gifts to man:  talents, abilities, possessions, etc.   
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(ii)  Paul says in Acts 14:17, “He did not leave Himself without witness, in that 
He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying 
your hearts with food and gladness.”   

(iii)  These acts of kindness argue that God is not beyond reconciliation.   
(iv)  Edwards, in one of his miscellanies on Providence, wrote, “Providence.  

The outward provision which God makes through the ages of the world for 
the temporal benefit and comfort of mankind, in causing his sun to shine 
and his rain to descend upon them, and in numberless other things, is a great 
argument that God is not a implacable enemy of mankind, in a settled and 
full determination finally to cast them off, and never again to admit them to 
favor.  For these kind dispensations of heaven have an abundant show and 
appearance of goodness, kindness, and favorableness.  They are as so many 
smiles of heaven on mankind, from which they might justly conceive a hope 
that God was placable, and was not determined to be their everlasting, 
irreconcilable enemy.  For if this be the case, they are no tokens of 
goodness, kindness, or favor at all.  If their Creator has wholly rejected 
them, and cast them off, determining never to receive them to favor any 
more, these things can do them no good.  They can be of no significance to 
them, and they are not what they seem to be.  The supposition would imply 
this horrid blasphemy in it:  that these are all so many delusive and deceitful 
smiles.  They have a show of fatherly care and tenderness, and of a 
disposition in God to favor mankind, but imply no such thing:  men being 
indeed reserved for nothing but wrath and ruin without mercy, there being 
nothing but irreconcilable hatred hid under the disguise of these smiles.  
And if God be reconcilable, it will follow that he must make a revelation to 
mankind, to make known to them the terms and methods of reconciliation.  
For God, who is offended, alone can tell us on what terms he is willing to 
be reconciled, and how he will be a peace with us, and receive us to favor.  
And there surely is nothing which can be pretended to be any revelation of 
this kind, if the Holy Scripture is not” (1299).   

 
C.  Does the fact that God is sovereign mean that we really don’t have the ability to 

make choices?   
1.  Are we just acting out what God planned that we would do?  How can God be 

sovereign and man be free?   
2.  God works out His plan in such a way that we choose freely what we want to do, 

according to our inclinations, but when we choose, we choose exactly what He 
planned we would choose and so He advances His will.   

 
D.  Does God ever vary from His ordinary way of doing things?   

1.  God generally uses means, but is free to work more immediately without them.   
2.  What do we call these extraordinary acts of Providence?  Miracles.   
3.  What did God use miracles for?  To mark out His spokesman and authenticate His 

Word.   
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E.  Did God’s plan also include the Fall?  Yes.   
1.  Does this mean that God made Adam and Eve sin?  Is God the author of sin?  No.  

God is not the author of sin.  He did not make Adam and Eve sin.  But He did 
ordain that they would sin.   

2.  Again, how can both be true?  He planned to leave them to the freedom of their 
own wills, but their choice was what He planned.   

 
F.  Does God’s plan also include our sins?  Yes.   

1.  How does God ordain that we will sin, without actually being responsible for our 
sins?  He leaves us to temptation, and pulls back His restraint on the corruptions 
of our hearts.   

2.  Why does He do this?  To discipline us for sins we have committed, to show us 
how powerful our corruption is, to show us how deceitful our hearts are, to 
humble us, to make us more dependent on God for His help, to make us more 
cautious in the future with regard to falling into sin, and for many other reasons, 
all of which are good.   

 
G.  Does God’s plan include the sins of the wicked?  Yes.   

1.  How does He ordain their sin without being responsible for it?  God merely uses 
the sin that is already there, therefore they are responsible for their own sin.   
a.  Sin blinds and hardens the heart.   
b.  He may withdraw His gifts, His common grace or restraint, and allow them to 

be exposed to the things that will tempt them.   
c.  He may give them over to their lusts, the world, and the power of the devil.   
 

2.  How will these things effect them?  It will make their hearts even harder.   
 

II.  God’s Providence and the Church.   
A.  “As the Providence of God does, in general, reach to all creatures; so after a most 

special manner, it takes care of His church, and disposes all things to the good 
thereof” (WCF 5.7).    

B.  God has taken special care for His church in His plan to work everything together 
for her good.   
1.  Scripture:   

a.  1 Timothy 4:10  “For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed 
our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of 
believers.”   
(i)  How is God the Savior of all men?   

(a)  In one sense, He saves them everyday by giving them what they need to 
survive.   

(b)  He saves them from immediate death, although He doesn’t save all 
from eternal death.   

(c)  He also offers salvation to all men.   
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(ii)  But how is God the Savior of believers?  He not only gives them these 
same benefits, but He also saves them from all of their sins and sanctifies 
them to their growth in grace, as we’ve seen.   

 
b.  Isaiah 43:3-8, “For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your 

Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place.  
Since you are precious in My sight, since you are honored and I love you, I 
will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life.  
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and 
gather you from the west.  I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the 
south, ‘Do not hold them back.’  Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters 
from the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by My name, and whom I 
have created for My glory, whom I have formed, even whom I have made.  
Bring out the people who are blind, even though they have eyes, and the deaf, 
even though they have ears.”   

c.  Romans 8:28, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose.”   

 
2.  God works all things together for good for His church.   

a.  This means both the good and bad things.   
b.  He works even our sins together for good.   
c.  He will work all our trials together for good.   
d.  Should we worry then when bad things happen to us?  No.   
e.  Let’s not forget what gives us this confidence, what the two qualifications are 

Paul mentions:    
(i)  We must love God.   
(ii)  We must be called according to His purpose.   

(a)  We know we are called when we love Him.  It is the only way we can 
know.   

(b)  If you love Him, it’s only because the Lord has had mercy on you.   
 

f.  Let’s learn from this to love and trust God more.   
(i)  Worry or anxiety is sin.  It is fear either that God is not faithful.   
(ii)  John tells us that perfect love casts out all fear (1 John 4:18).   
(iii)  Let’s strive to love Him more, so that we won’t be afraid, no matter what 

happens to us.   


