
 

“WCF:  Providence” 
(Lesson Three:  Is God the Author of Sin?) 

  
 
 

I.  Review.   
A.  God has ordained whatsoever comes to pass, from the most insignificant event to the 

greatest, and is at work every moment moving that plan forward to reveal His glory:  WCF 
5.1  “God the great Creator of all things doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all 
creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by His most wise and 
holy providence, according to His infallible foreknowledge, and the free and im mutable 
counsel of His own will, to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness, 
and mercy.”   

B.  God’s sovereignty doesn’t destroy man’s freedom or his responsibility, but establishes the 
fact that his decisions will be significant and that he will be held accountable for them:  
WCF 5.2  Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first cause, all 
things come to pass immutably, and infallibly; yet, by the same providence, He orders 
them to fall out according to the nature of second causes, either necessarily, freely, or 
contingently.”   

C.  The Lord has His usual way of moving His plan forward, but sometimes does unusual 
things when He wants to draw attention to Himself and His message:  WCF 5.3  “God, in 
His ordinary providence, makes use of means, yet is free to work without, above, and 
against them, at His pleasure.”   

 
II.  Is God the Author of Sin?   

A.  Introduction.   
1.  We have seen how God’s sovereignty fits together with our choices.   

a.  God works everything together according to His plan, but He does so through 
secondary causes:  whether necessary, free or contingent.   

b.  God has chosen to do what He does through the way He made things work, the 
choices His creatures make, and the way they interact with each other.   

c.  We are able to choose freely, according to our circumstances, but when we choose, 
we are choosing what God ordained we would.   

 
2.  Does this mean that God is culpable for our sinful choices, or those of all men?   

a.  Did God cause Adam and Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit?   
b.  Does God cause all men to sin?   
c.  If He does, does this mean He is responsible for sin?   
d.  And if He is responsible, can He justly hold us responsible for them?   
 

B.  God’s Sovereignty and Sin.   
1.  “The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of God so far 

manifest themselves in His providence, that it extend s itself even to the first fall, and all 
other sins of angels and men, and that not by a bare permission, but such as hath jo ined 
with it a most wise and powerful bounding, and otherwise ordering and governing of 
them, in a manifold dispensation, to His own holy ends; yet so, as the sinfulness thereof 
proceeds only from the creature, and not from God; who, being most holy and 
righteous, neither is nor can be the author or approver of sin ” (WCF 5.4).   
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a.  Notice, God’s providence includes the first sin  of Adam, as well as all the sins of 
men and angels.   

b.  His control does not amount to mere permission, but a bounding, orderin g and 
governing of these sins, as well as all other events.   

c.  He orders these things for His own holy purposes.   
d.  However, in each case the sin proceeds from the creature and not from God.   
e.  Being holy and righteous, God cannot be the author or approver of sin.   
 

2.  The Providence of God extends even to the first fall.   
a.  It includes the sins of all His creatures, from the sin of the rebellious angels, to the 

first sin of Adam, to all the sins committed in the world from the beginning until  
now.   

b.  Is God responsible for these sins?   
(i)  He is in the sense that He planned it.   
(ii)  But He is not in the sense that He did not create sin.   

 
3.  Ultimately, God is responsible for including sin in His plan.   

a.  The Lord incited David to sin by numbering the people of Israel.  “Now again the 
anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and it incited David against them to say, 
‘Go, number Israel and Judah’” (2 Samuel 24:1).  A parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 
shows us that the Lord used the devil to incite David, “Then Satan stood up against 
Israel and moved David to number Israel” (21:1).   

b.  The Lord used a deceiving spirit to entice Ahab into a battle where he would die.   
(i)  When Micaiah was called before king Ahab and was told to give a favorable 

prophesy, he said that the king would be killed.   
(ii)  When Ahab became angry since the rest of the prophets were all prophesying 

victory, Micaiah revealed why they were.  He said, “Therefore, hear the word of 
the Lord.  I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing 
by Him on His right and on His left..  And the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab 
to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’  And one said this while another said that.  
Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’  
And the Lord said to him, ‘How?’  And he said, ‘I will go out and be a deceiving 
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’  Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and 
also prevail.  Go and do so.’  Now therefore, behold, the Lord has put a deceiving 
spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; and the L ord has proclaimed 
disaster against you” (1 Kings 22:19-23).   

(iii)  God’s plan was to allow this deceiving spirit to speak through the false 
prophets, so that Ahab would go into battle and die.   

(iv)  There are some who believe that the deceiving spirit here was again Satan.   
 

c.  The Lord used wicked nations to chasten His own people, then punished those 
nations for their wickedness.    
(i)  He used Assyria to chasten His people, even though their actions in doing so 

were sinful.   
(ii)  The Lord says in Isaiah 10, “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff 

in whose hands is My indignation, I send it against a godless nation and 
commission it against the people of My fury to capture booty and to seize 
plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets.  Yet it does not so 
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intend nor does it plan so in its heart, but rather it is its purpose to destroy, and to 
cut off many nations.  For it says, ‘Are not my princes all kings?   Is not Calno 
like Carchemish, or Hamath like Arpad, or Samaria like Damascus?   As my hand 
has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, whose graven images were greater than 
those of Jerusalem and Samaria, shall I not do to Jerusalem and her images just as 
I have done to Samaria and her idols?’  So it will be that when the Lord has 
completed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, ‘I will 
punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the pomp  of his 
haughtiness.  For he has said, “By the power of my hand and by my wisdom I did 
this, for I have understanding; and I removed the boundaries of the peoples, and 
plundered their treasures, and like a mighty man I brought down their inhabitants, 
and my hand reached to the riches of the peoples like a nest, and as one gathers 
abandoned eggs, I gathered all the earth; and there was not one that flapped its 
wing or opened its beak or chirped.”  Is the axe to boast itself over the one who 
chops with it?  Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it?  That would 
be like a club wielding those who lift it, or like a rod lifting him who is not 
wood’” (vv. 5-15).   

(iii)  God sent them to do His work, but their intent was to glorify themselves ; 
therefore God was going to punish them.   

(iv)  But it was God who raised them up and sent them against His nation.   
 

d.  God planned the greatest crime in history:  the betrayal, denial, condemnation and 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ at the hands of wicked men.   
(i)  Peter said, “Men of Israel, listen to these words:   Jesus the Nazarene, a man 

attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God 
performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know – this Man, 
delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to 
a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death” (Acts 2:22-23).   

(ii)  The disciples said, “For truly in this city there were gathered together against 
Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your hand and 
Your purpose predestined to occur” (Acts 4:27-28).   

 
e.  His plan included the fall of everyone into sin, so that He might show mercy to all.   

Paul writes in Romans 11:32-33, “For God has shut up all in disobedience that He 
might show mercy to all.  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His 
ways!”   

f.  Conclusion:   
(i)  God doesn’t simply permit sin to take place ; He makes certain that it will.   
(ii)  He ordained the Fall:  it couldn’t have happened any other way.   
(iii)  He ordained the crucifixion of Christ at the hands of His own people.   
(iv)  The same is true with regard to every other sin committed in creation.   
(v)  God directs, orders and governs all His creatures and all their actions.   

 
4.  The important question is, Does this mean that God is to blame for our sins, and we 

aren’t?   
a.  No.  God holds us responsible for our own sins.   
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(i)  God determines whatsoever comes to pass, but He does so in such a way that His 
creatures are not forced to do anything against their will.   

(ii)  When we choose, we choose freely, and therefore we are responsible for our 
choices.   

(iii)  At the same time, when we choose, we are choosing what God chose.   
 

b.  Our Confession reminds us that sin doesn’t come from God, but from the creature:  
“Yet so, as the sinfulness thereof proceeds only from the creature, and not from God; 
who, being most holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the author or approver of 
sin.”   
(i)  James tells us that God tempts no one to do evil.   

(a)  “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone ” (1:13).   

(b)  How are we tempted then?  “But each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  Do not be deceived, 
my beloved brethren.  Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation, or shifting shadow” (vv. 14-17).   

(c)  God doesn’t tempt us to sin, and if He doesn’t tempt us, neither does He force 
us to sin.  We sin when we are tempted by our own lusts.  Our sin is our own 
responsibility.   

 
(ii)  John tells us that all that tempts us to sin is from the world , not from the Father:  

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world” (1 John 2:16).   

(iii)  The Lord is revolted by the very thought of sin:  “ Your eyes are too pure to 
approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness with favor” (Hab. 1:13).   

(iv)  God doesn’t sin, and doesn’t tempt to sin.  Evil doesn’t come from Him , but 
from the sinfulness of man’s corrupted nature and from the world.   

(v)  Therefore, God is not culpable for it.   
 

5.  If God hates sin and cannot look favorably on it, why does He allow it to exist?   
a.  Because He uses it for good and holy purposes.   

(i)  Sin exists for the glory of God.   
(ii)  He uses the existing evil to glorify His name.   
(iii)  He brings good out of it for His people.   
 

b.  If God’s purpose is not only just, but also good, who can complain that God is 
blamable because He works sin together to these ends?   
(i)  John Gerstner was once asked, “Why is there evil?” or “Why does God allow 

evil?”  His answer was, “Because it is good that there is evil.”   
(ii)  God works evil for good purposes, even as Joseph said to his brothers who had 

sold him into Egypt, “And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people 
alive” (Gen. 50:20).   

(iii)  Even evil exists to glorify God, and God uses it for that purpose.   


