
 

“WCF:  Providence” 
(Lesson Six:  Sovereignty and the Sins of the Wicked) 

 
 
 

I.  Review:  Sovereignty and Temptation.   
A.  If God ordained whatever comes to pass, He must also have ordained our sins.   

1.  God ordained evil.   
a.  He is not the author of sin.   
b.  He ordained that it would come from His creatures.   
c.  He planned to use it for good purposes.   

 
2.  He also ordained the temptation and sins of His own people.   

a.  That we would be subjected to temptation.   
b.  That He would not restrain all our corruption.   
c.  That we would fall into sin.   

 
B.  But His purpose in ordaining our sin was again for good:   

1.  To chasten us for past sins.   
2.  To show us the strength of our corruptions.   
3.  To show us the deceitfulness of our hearts.   
4.  To humble us.   
5.  To show us how much we depend on Him.   
6.  To make us more watchful against sin.   
7.  And many other reasons.   
 

II.  Sovereignty and Sins of the Wicked.   
A.  Introduction.   

1.  God, in His Providence, has also ordained the temptation and sin of the 
unbeliever.   
a.  He ordained that they would be exposed to things that would tempt them.   
b.  He ordained that He wouldn’t always restrain all their sin.   
 

2.  What is His purpose?   
a.  It is not for their good, but for their judgment.   
b.  Even as God works everything together for our good – even our sins – their 

sins work together for their destruction.   
 

3.  “As for those wicked and ungodly men whom God, as a righteous judge, for 
former sins, doth blind and harden, from them He not only withholds His grace, 
whereby they might have been enlightened in their understandings, and wrought 
upon in their hearts; but sometimes also withdraws the gifts which they had, and 
exposes them to such objects as their corruption makes occasions of sin; and, 
withal, gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the 
power of Satan, whereby it comes to pass that they harden themselves, even 
under those means which God uses for the softening of others” (WCF 5.6).   
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B.  God justly blinds and hardens the wicked and ungodly for their sins.   

1.  First, He withholds His grace.   
a.  Grace enlightens the mind:  It allows a person to see the spiritual beauty of 

the Lord and His Word.   
b.  Grace changes the heart:  It enables a person to welcome God’s truth, to love 

what he once hated.   
c.  The Lord must give spiritual eyes and ears, or we will remain blind and deaf 

to spiritual things.   
d.  “These are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to 

make with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which 
He had made with them at Horeb.  And Moses summoned all Israel and said 
to them, ‘You have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of 
Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and all his land; the great trials which 
your eyes have seen, those great signs and wonders.  Yet to this day the Lord 
has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear’” (Deu. 
29:1-4).   

e.  When God withholds His grace, He leaves a person spiritually dead.   
 

2.  Second, He sometimes withdraws even the gifts they had.   
a.  “For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an 

abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away 
from him” (Matt. 13:12; Cf. Matt. 25:29, Mark 4:25; Luke 8:18).   
(i)  The one who has true grace shall be given more.   
(ii)  But for the one who has no grace, even those things he thought were 

gracious will be taken away from him.   
(iii)  “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have 

tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to 
come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to open shame” (Heb. 6:4-6).   

 
b.  What is taken away, if the unbeliever had nothing to start with?   

(i)  God’s common grace:  awakening of conscience, restraint on sin.   
(ii)  He will stop holding their sin back and allow their conscience to harden.   
 

3.  Third, God sometimes will expose them to the things that will bring out the sin 
in their hearts.   
a.  “But Sihon king of Heshbon was not willing for us to pass through his land; 

for the Lord your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in 
order to deliver him into your hand, as he is today” (Deu. 2:30).   
(i)  How did God harden his heart?   
(ii)  By exposing him to the possibility of Israel passing through his land and 

by allowing his selfishness and fear freer reign in his heart.   
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b.  “And Hazael said, ‘Why does my lord weep?’  Then he answered, ‘Because I 
know the evil that you will do to the sons of Israel:  their strongholds you will 
set on fire, and their young men you will kill with the sword, and their little 
ones you will dash in pieces, and their women with child you will rip up.’  
Then Hazael said, ‘But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that he should 
do this great thing?’  And Elisha answered, ‘The Lord has shown me that you 
will be king over Aram’” (2 Kings 8:12-13).   
(i)  Why would Hazael do this?   
(ii)  It was already in his heart to do so, but he couldn’t unless the Lord raised 

him up to a position of power.   
 

c.  The same was true of Pharaoh.   
(i)  The Lord hardened his heart by having Moses confront him with the 

command to let His people go.   
(ii)  This pricked his pride, and as a result, hardened his heart.   

 
4.  Fourth, He sometimes gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations of the 

world, and the power of Satan.   
a.  Romans 1:18- 32.   

(i)  Of whom is God speaking in this passage?  All who see and know the 
truth of God through the creation, but suppress it in unrighteousness – who 
argue against it and try to put it out of their minds – in other words, 
everyone who is not a Christian.   

(ii)  What does God do to them?  He hardens them.   
(iii)  How?  By giving them over to their lusts (v. 24).  By giving them over 

to their degrading passions (v. 26).  By giving them over to their depraved 
minds (v. 28).   

(iv)  Why?  For their sin of rejecting Him.   
(v)  Does God create the evil that hardens their hearts?  No.  He only removes 

His restraints, to give them over to the evil already there.   
(vi)  Is this just?  Yes.  How?  God doesn’t owe this restraint to anyone.  It is 

purely gracious to begin with.   
 

b.  “What then?  That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those 
who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; just as it is written, 
‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down 
to this very day’” (Rom. 11:7-8).   

c.  “But My people did not listen to My voice; and Israel did not obey Me.  So I 
gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, to walk in their own 
devices” (Psalm 81:11-12).   

d.  “And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that 
they might believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did 
not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness” (2 Thes. 2:11-12).   
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C.  What is the end result of these things for the unbeliever?   
1.  They harden themselves.   

a.  God uses the same things He does to soften the hearts of His children, but the 
results are different.   
(i)  Instead of being humbled, they become bitter.   
(ii)  Instead of grieving their sinfulness, they become more sinful.   
(iii)  Instead of acknowledging the deceitfulness of their hearts, they deceive 

themselves further.   
(iv)  Instead of turning to God for help, they hate Him more and turn further 

from Him.   
(v)  Instead of being more watchful against sin, they run faster into it.   
 

b.  What makes the difference?  God’s choice.   
(i)  He chooses to make some the vessels His mercy, but others the vessels of 

His wrath.   
(ii)  God said to Moses, “But I will harden Pharaoh's heart that I may 

multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt” (Ex. 7:3).   
(iii)  Paul writes, “For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who 

are being saved and among those who are perishing; to the one an aroma 
from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life.  And who is 
adequate for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:15-16).   

(iv)  The Lord said through Isaiah, “Then He shall become a sanctuary; but to 
both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, and 
a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem” (Isa. 8:14).   

(v)  Peter writes, “This precious value, then, is for you who believe.  But for 
those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became 
the very cornerstone,’ and, ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’; 
for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this 
doom they were also appointed” (1 Peter 2:7-8).   

(vi)  And again the Lord says through Isaiah, “Go, and tell this people:  ‘Keep 
on listening, but do not perceive; keep on looking, but do not understand.’  
Render the hearts of this people insensitive, their ears dull, and their eyes 
dim, lest they see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with 
their hearts, and return and be healed” (Isa. 6:9-10).   

 
2.  How can this be applied to show us whether we are the Lord’s or not?   

a.  If we are not His, when the Lord exposes us to sin, we will only become 
harder.   

b.  But if we are His, by His grace, when we fall into sin, we will grieve and 
mourn over our sin, learn to hate it more and depend on God more, and will 
ultimately grow in holiness.  As a matter of fact, we will be better Christians 
for having gone through this than we were before.   

c.  We should thank the Lord for His mercies.  But we should also learn to 
humble ourselves and walk in His ways, without having to go through this 
chastening process.  We can’t avoid it all together, but by His grace, we may 
avoid some of it.   


