
“Care for the Needs of Your Brethren” 
(Romans 12:13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  As I’ve said, Paul takes something of shotgun approach to spelling out how we are to 
live in light of God’s mercy.   
a.  He has talked about the character and quality of our love for each other.   
b.  How zealous we are to be in the Lord’s service.   
c.  How we are to focus our eyes on what’s ahead, not behind, especially in light of 

the difficulties of life (v. 12).   
 

2.  Last week, he focused on prayer.   
a.  That which gives life and power to all these things.   
b.  Reminds us of our dependence on God, that apart from Christ, we can do no good 

thing.   
c.  Brings counsel and wisdom to us.   
d.  Causes things to work out as the Lord has planned – as a part of His plan.   
e.  Prayer is so important; the Lord wants us to devote ourselves to it.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, Paul takes up the subject of the communion of saints.   
a.  Maybe you’re thinking, What do his words have to do with the Lord’s Supper?   
b.  That’s not what I mean, but it is related.   
c.  The communion of saints has to do with our union with Christ, but also with each 

other.   
d.  The WCF has a wonderful summary:   

(i)  “All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by 
faith, have fellowship with Him in His graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, 
and glory:  and, being united to one another in love, they have communion in 
each other's gifts and graces, and are obliged to the performance of such duties, 
public and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and 
outward man” (26.1).   

(ii)  “Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and 
communion in the worship of God, and in performing such other spiritual 
services as tend to their mutual edification; as also in relieving each other in 
outward things, according to their several abilities and necessities. Which 
communion, as God offereth opportunity, is to be extended unto all those who, 
in every place, call upon the name of the Lord Jesus” (26.2).   

(iii)  “This communion which the saints have with Christ, doth not make them in 
any wise partakers of the substance of His Godhead; or to be equal with Christ 
in any respect: either of which to affirm is impious and blasphemous.  Nor doth 
their communion one with another, as saints, take away, or infringe the title or 
propriety which each man hath in his goods and possessions” (26.3).   
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e.  More simply put:   

(i)  Our union with Christ allows us to share in what Christ has done for us.   
(ii)  But it also gives us the right to share in what He has done for each of us.   
(iii)  We are to minister the gifts and graces Christ has given us to each other.   
(iv)  We are to do so in public and private.   
(v)  Both spiritually and materially.   
(vi)  With those here and everywhere who call on His name.   
(vii)  Though not mentioned here, we are to do so with all men.   
 

2.  Again, think of our relationship as an extended family.   
a.  How do families behave towards each other?   

(i)  They have tender affection for each other.   
(ii)  This affection works itself out in deeds:  helping, giving, caring for.   
(iii)  Parents love and care for their children.   
(iv)  Brothers and sisters love and care for each other.   
(v)  Children care for their parents when they are old.   
 

b.  It should be the same in the body of Christ.   
(i)  We are one body; Christ is our head.   
(ii)  We are His hands and feet, his eyes and mouth.   
(iii)  We are His servants – to serve Him and each other.   
(iv)  We are stewards over His possessions.   
(v)  In other words, the way Christ cares for us is through the members of His 

body.   
(vi)  And we are to share what we have with each other as each has need.   

 
3.  Let’s consider for a few moments our obligation to care for each other.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Our fellowship with each other includes not only fellowship in each other’s gifts but in 
each other’s needs.  Paul says, “Contributing to the needs of the saints” (Rom. 12:13).   
1.  Contributing.   

a.  The word translated “contributing” here, comes from the Greek word koinonia, 
which we all know means “fellowship, communion or sharing.”   

b.  It means to participate in, have in common, take part with someone in, to 
contribute, give a part of what you have (Friberg), to share your possessions 
(Lowe-Nida).   

 
2.  Needs.   

a.  What we are to share in are the needs of others:  A need is something someone is 
lacking, a necessity of life (Friberg).   

b.  Those needs can be spiritual:  encouragement, love, support, prayer, concern.   
c.  Or they can be material:  food, covering, shelter.   
d.  Since both body and soul are connected, ministering to one can minister to the 

other.   
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3.  We have just dealt with ministering our spiritual gifts to each other in vv. 3-8.  So 

let’s spend the balance of our time focusing in on ministering our love in a tangible 
way through sharing our goods to those in need.   

 
B.  We have many examples in Scripture of this kind of communion.   

1.  Especially among the saints:  those near to us.   
a.  Tabitha was gifted in this way:  “Now in Joppa there was a disciple named 

Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding 
with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did” (Acts 9:36).   

b.  Philemon:  “For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother” (v. 7).   

c.  Paul was an example of this:  “You yourselves know that these hands ministered 
to my own needs and to the men who were with me.  In everything I showed you 
that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said,  ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive’” (Acts 20:34-35).   

d.  The saints at Jerusalem:  “For there was not a needy person among them, for all 
who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the 
sales and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be distributed to each as 
any had need” (Acts 4:34-35).   

e.  John wrote that this one way we can know God’s love is in our hearts or not, as 
the case may be:  “But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in 
need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him” (1 
John 3:17)?   

f.  Some are gifted in this area, as we’ve seen:  “He who gives, with liberality” (Rom. 
12:8).  But all of us are called upon to give when needed.   

g.  We do need to bear in mind that things aren’t quite the same today.   
(i)  The needs aren’t as great as they were then.   
(ii)  We have tremendous material wealth in our nation.   
(iii)  Even the poorest aren’t without daily bread.   
(iv)  But where we see need, and we have means, we are to help.   
 

2.  But we are also to help the saints who are far away:  The needs are much greater 
abroad.   
a.  Paul wrote to the saints at Rome, “But now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the 

saints.  For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for 
the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.  Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they 
are indebted to them.  For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they 
are indebted to minister to them also in material things.  Therefore, when I have 
finished this, and have put my seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of 
you to Spain” (15:25-28).   

b.  He wrote to the church at Corinth, “Now, brethren, we wish to make known to 
you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in 
a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty 
overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  For I testify that according to their 
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ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with 
much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints” (2 Cor. 8:1-
4).   

c.  We are obligated to all believers, because we are all part of one body.   
 

3.  And we are to help those who aren’t believers:  “So then, while we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the 
faith” (Gal. 6:10).   

 
C.  How are we to do this?   

1.  The application isn’t too hard to figure out.   
2.  If we see our brother or sister in need, and we have the ability, we need to help them.   

a.  If their needs are caused by unrepentant sin, we shouldn’t help.  It is the Lord’s 
chastening:  “For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if 
anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either” (2 Thes. 3:10).   

b.  But if it is in the Lord’s Providence, or by sin repented of, we are to help.   
 

3.  We are to help our brethren abroad.   
a.  Supporting the work of missionaries:  so they can be free to work – as in other 

investments, so here:  give wisely to those doing the Lord’s work.   
b.  Thank Offering.   
c.  Come Over and Help:   

(i)  $100 will see a family through the winter.   
(ii)  $50/month will take care of a child.   

 
D.  Finally, God promises He will reward our giving.   

1.  David wrote, “How blessed is he who considers the helpless; the Lord will deliver 
him in a day of trouble” (Psalm 41:1).   

2.  “For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown 
toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints” (Heb. 
6:10).   

3.  “And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased” 
(13:16).   

4.  Solomon writes, “One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will 
repay him for his good deed” (Prov. 19:17).   

5.  Jesus told us to lay up our treasures in heaven (Matt. 6:20).   
a.  This is one way to do it.   
b.  And we’ll enjoy the riches we gain up there far more than anything we sacrifice 

down here to receive them.   
c.  And so let’s put on a giving heart.  Amen.   


