
“Can You Come to God in Your Own Way?” 

(John 14:6) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We live in a world that more and more panders to what we want.   

a.  It’s the Burger King mentality:   

(i)  Have it your way.   

(ii)  Everything should be the way you want it.   

 

b.  Many churches have adopted this mentality for the sake of a larger 

congregation.   

(i)  Church is no longer about what the Lord wants, but what you want.   

(ii)  It’s very common to hear:  “Who said church shouldn’t be fun?”   

(iii)  You want fun, we’ll give you fun.   

(a)  We’ll put a refreshment stand in the foyer.   

(b)  We’ll put an arcade in the youth room.   

(c)  We’ll install a fun zone for the kids.   

(d)  We’ll play rock and roll for the adults in worship.   

 

(iv)  What’s wrong with this?   

(a)  It doesn’t reflect the holiness God desires for you.   

(b)  It’s not what God wants, but what man wants.   

 

2.  Sadly, this mentality not only affects the worship and its environment, it also 

affects the Gospel.   

a.  You rarely hear about God’s judgment and man’s danger, of hell and eternal 

punishment, of Jesus’ shed blood and death on the cross, of repentance and 

faith – the fact that you must turn from your sins and trust in His obedience 

and sacrifice alone to save you – and of the whole life commitment He 

requires of you.   

b.  Pastors don’t want to come across as too demanding or negative, so they’ll 

water down the message; many will affirm virtually everything you want to 

believe.   

c.  These so-called “churches’ have opened the door to just about any view of 

God and salvation that anyone might hold.   

d.  The result is that many today believe themselves to be saved, who aren’t 

saved, because they haven’t come to God in the right way.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  What I want us to consider this evening is the Gospel:  what God really says in 

His Word about how you might come to Him, how you might be saved.   

a.  That there’s only one way to approach Him.   

b.  There’s only one way to be saved – one way you might be rescued from hell.   
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c.  And that is through His Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth 

and the life, no one comes to the Father except through Me.”   

 

2.  Why should we do this?   

a.  Because the best way to recognize any lie – any counterfeit Gospel – is to see 

the true Gospel clearly.   

b.  Let’s consider these three things about the Gospel:  That,  

(i)  Jesus is the only way to God.   

(ii)  He is the only truth of God.   

(iii)  And that He alone is the life of God.   

(iv)  All these things add up to one thing:  you can’t come to the Father 

except through Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus says He is the only way to God, “I am the way . . . no one comes to the 

Father except through Me.”   

1.  Jesus said this in response to Thomas’ question:  “Lord, we do not know where 

You are going, how do we know the way?”   

a.  Thomas believed that heaven existed; he just didn’t know how to get there.   

b.  Jesus told him, “I am the way.”  What did He mean by this?   

(i)  He didn’t mean that He was only an example they should follow – though 

you need to follow His example if you ever hope to get to heaven, you 

won’t get there just by doing this.   

(ii)  He also didn’t mean simply that He was the only One who could tell 

them how to get there – though He alone can do this as well.   

(iii)  Jesus meant much more than this:  He means He is the way itself.   

 

2.  Jesus is the door to heaven – the only door through which you can enter.   

a.  This is a remarkable statement, especially in light of the fact there are so 

many who believe there are so many other ways.   

(i)  You’ve heard of the spoke analogy:  there is one hub – God – but there 

are many spokes that lead to Him:   

(a)  One spoke might be the teachings of Buddha – though he never 

claimed to lead anyone to heaven, but to a moral lifestyle that would 

help you transcend existence and end up in nothingness.   

(b)  Another spoke might be Islam that teaches a man might get to a place 

of sensual delight and ecstasy if he is faithful to the five fundamental 

teachings of Islam (the five pillars) or dies in a holy war.   

(c)  Another might be that of Mormonism that teaches you can become a 

god of your own planet at best, or be able to spend eternity in paradise 

on earth at least, if you are faithful to the Mormon teachings.   

(d)  Another might be the Jehovah’s Witnesses that also teaches 

faithfulness to an organization (the Watch Tower) and hard work if you 

would live in a paradise on earth.   
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(e)  Or the Gospel of good works that teaches that you can be good enough 

to go to heaven without religion and that God will accept you in the end 

if your good works outweigh your bad.   

(f)  Or universalism that teaches that no matter what you do, you’ll end up 

in heaven in the end, because everyone will.   

 

(ii)  These spokes – they say – are just so many ways God has provided to 

come to Him in the many different cultures – everyone’s beliefs will 

eventually get them there, even yours.   

 

b.  But what does God say?   

(i)  He says Jesus is the only way:  “I am the way . . . no one comes to the 

Father except through Me.”   

(ii)  What’s the difference between them?  All these other “so-called” ways 

have to do with your good works – God’s way has to do with the work of 

His Son.   

(a)  He’s the only One who has perfectly obeyed His Father’s 

commandments – God requires that you obey perfectly.    

(b)  He is the only One who has paid the debt to His Father’s justice that 

all your sins demand – He did this on the cross.   

(c)  If you would enter heaven, you must look to Jesus – not your works, 

and not His work and your works, but His work alone.   

(d)  He is the only way the Father has provided, the only One who has the 

right to enter heaven.   

(e)  If you want to go to heaven, you must turn from your sins and trust 

Him to get you in.   

 

B.  Second, Jesus says He is the only truth of God.   

1.  Again, let’s understand what He doesn’t mean by this.   

a.  He isn’t saying that He is merely the ground of all truth and reason – though 

He is because He is God.   

b.  He isn’t just saying that He always tells the truth – though He certainly does 

that as God’s perfect and greatest prophet – which is another reason you need 

to listen to Him if you are going to be saved.   

 

2.  But He is truth itself – especially in the sense that He is the reality, the 

fulfillment of everything the Old Testament was pointing to.   

a.  He is what God was teaching the Jews in the Old Testament:  He is the 

fulfillment of God’s revelation, the unveiling of the pictures of the priesthood 

and the sacrifices, the promises and prophecies, what we call the types and 

shadows.  He is the truth behind it all.   

b.  Everything that has to do with the Gospel has its fulfillment in Him.   

c.  And so if you want to know the truth about salvation, if you want the one true 

way of salvation, you must come to Him.   

(i)  Every religious teacher that teaches anything contrary to Jesus, is a liar.   

(ii)  Every other way is false.   
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(iii)  He alone is the true way to God.   

 

C.  Finally, Jesus says that He alone is the life of God.   

1.  Certainly, He is the author and giver of all life.   

a.  He is the Creator.   

(i)  John writes, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from 

Him nothing came into being that has come into being” (John 1:3).   

(ii)  He’s the One who made you and all things for His glory.     

 

b.  But He is more than this.   

 

2.  He is the Author and Giver of all spiritual life – He has life in Himself and gives 

life to whomever He wills.   

a.  Jesus says, “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the 

Son also to have life in Himself” (John 5:26).   

b.  He can give you eternal life – which is not just a long life, but a quality of life 

–  a relationship with the Father and the Son (John 17:3).  He’s the only One 

who can.   

(i)  The Bible says you are born spiritually dead in your sins (Eph. 2:1).   

(ii)  But Jesus is able to raise you from the dead:  He says, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal 

life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 

life.  Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the 

dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live” 

(John 5:24-25).   

 

c.  Jesus is the way – the only way the Father has provided, the only One who 

has done the necessary work to open the doors of heaven – He is the truth – 

the only One who can tell you how to be saved and the only true way to 

heaven – and He is the life – the only One with the power to raise you from 

spiritual death to life that you might trust in Him and be reconciled with the 

Father.   

d.  It is any wonder that Jesus says no one of you can come to the Father except 

through Him?   

e.  There is only one way to heaven, only one:  through faith in Jesus Christ.   

(i)  If you want to go to heaven, this is the way you must go – every other 

way is a counterfeit.   

(ii)  Peter said, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 

name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 

saved” (Acts 4:12).   

(iii)  If you understand this, then turn from everything else you’ve been 

trusting in, turn from all your sins, reach out to Him in faith – ask Him to 

save you and trust that He will – and you will be saved.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


