
“By Grace You Have Been Saved” 
(Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 
 
 

This morning I want us to think about two very important things regarding our 
salvation:  1) First, the fact that we were not saved by our works, but by the grace of God 
through the work of Jesus Christ alone, and 2) second, the fact that God saved us for a very 
specific purpose:  so that we might do His work.  The first point has to do with how God 
saved us, and the second with why He saved us.  I want us to think about these two things on 
this particular Lord’s Day morning for two reasons:  first, because, as you already know, 
we’re only a few days away from the anniversary of when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-
five Theses on the church door in Wittenberg, on October 31, 1517, and it’s only right that we 
should remember that event the Lord used to start His church back down the road of biblical 
truth.  This is why we have been having the Reformation Series in the evening, and this is 
what the first point reminds us of.  But second, I want us to consider what the Lord calls us to 
do in light of His grace and mercy, especially because of what we saw last week – our Lord 
didn’t save us merely to worship Him on Sundays – although that is very important – He 
saved us so that we could be the means of saving others.  Jesus said to His disciples, “Go 
therefore and make disciples” (Matt. 28:19).  If we’re not involved in doing this, at least at 
some level, we’re not doing what the Lord wants His church to do.  It’s so easy for us to 
forget what the Lord tells us in His Word from week to week, that it would be good for us to 
review this again.    

Let’s begin by looking again at that very precious truth of the Gospel:  that we are 
saved, that we are justified by God’s grace and not by our works.  Paul here is writing to the 
Christians who were at Ephesus, and the reason he was, first of all, was to remind them of 
what the Lord had done for them.  He tells them in verse one of chapter two, that they were 
dead in their trespasses and sins.  Their sins, their breaking of God’s Law – not only through 
Adam, but also through their own disobedience – had resulted in their death.  They weren’t 
physically dead, at least not yet, but they were spiritually dead, which means that they had no 
interest at all in God, in His Law, or in His salvation.  As a result of this, they went after the 
things of the world.  Instead of following God, they followed their own father, the devil; and 
he led them as far away from God as he could.  He told them to indulge the lusts of their flesh 
– if it feels good, and you can afford it, or you have the opportunity, do it.  He encouraged 
them to indulge the lust of their minds – if you don’t have the opportunity or you can’t afford 
it, at least you can think about it (1 John 2:16).  In other words, they were like those who live 
next door to us, like those with whom we work, like those in our own families who don’t 
know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  We don’t like to think about this, but everyone 
we know, who doesn’t know Christ, is just like this.  They live only to fulfill their own 
desires.  And because they do, they are the children of wrath – they are under God’s wrath, 
they are in danger of the eternal fire, unless and until they repent.  We were like this.  We 
know that we were.  And to some extent, we still are, since we still have to fight against our 
own sinful desires.   

But then come the greatest words in all of Scripture, “But God.”  But God, because He 
was so rich and full of mercy, because of His great love for us – not because we deserved it, 
but because it pleased Him to love us – even when we were dead in our sins – and wanted 
nothing to do with Him – made us alive.  To be made alive means that He gave us His Spirit 
to shatter our stony hearts and to give us a heart of flesh that beats for God.  He changed our 
hearts so that we would no longer hate Him, but would begin to love Him.  But of course, He 
didn’t do this in any other way but through Jesus Christ.  We have been made alive together 
with Him.  We were raised up with Him, and seated with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
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Jesus, so that “in the ages to come He might show us the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast” (vv. 
8-9).  All this is to say that everything God has done for us, He has done through Jesus Christ.  
That’s what we learned through the Gospel of Matthew.  Everything that Jesus did, He did for 
us – His keeping of God’s Law was for us; His suffering on the cross was for us; His death 
and resurrection was for us; His ascension and sitting at the right hand of God was for us – 
everything that Jesus did, He did for us, in our place.  And this is why the Bible says that 
salvation is by grace.  Grace is something given to us that we didn’t earn and don’t deserve.  
We didn’t deserve salvation.  We deserved hell, but God gave us heaven.  He sent His Son to 
bring us to heaven.  He gave us grace!  But so that our salvation might be entirely of grace – 
that it might be a gift and not something we work for – God gave it to us through faith.  Faith 
is looking entirely away from ourselves and from our works to Christ alone for our salvation.  
Even the ability to do this – to believe in Jesus, to look away from ourselves to Him – is a gift 
of His grace.  Grace alone, received by faith alone, takes absolutely every reason away from 
us to give ourselves any of the credit and gives it all to God.   

Now Martin Luther, being a good Augustinian monk, had not learned this lesson.  It 
had been lost in the traditions of the church.  The way of salvation that he learned was paved 
with the good works of men – with baptism, with confirmation, with the Mass, with penance, 
with absolution, with obedience to his superiors and to the commandments, with devotion to 
Mary and the saints – even with devotion to their remains – with extreme unction, and with 
purgatory.  Oddly enough, the church believed in salvation by grace.  They believed that a 
man could never make it to heaven apart from the work of Christ.  But they believed that man 
needed to work to receive that grace.  They added the works of man to the Gospel of God’s 
free grace.  And when they added these works as part of the reason God accepts man, they 
destroyed the Gospel.  They even committed themselves to this position in one of their most 
important creeds at the Council of Trent.  But they’re not the only ones in the history of the 
church who have done this.  Every single cult does the same thing, and every world religion 
apart from Christianity.  They not only distort who God and Jesus are, but they also say that a 
man must work his way to heaven.  Sadly, many Protestant churches in our day also do this, 
when they begin to look at faith as something a man does to gain acceptance with God, or 
when they say that we must continue to do good works to keep ourselves in the grace of God.  
Brethren, let’s not forget the lesson that Paul teaches us here, the same lesson that Luther 
rediscovered so many years ago that started the Protestant Reformation:  Salvation is from 
first to last of the Lord.  We are not justified by our works, but by the works of Christ alone, 
received by faith.  Whenever you begin to think that your works make you in any way 
acceptable to God or keep you in His grace, you have fallen away from salvation by grace 
alone into salvation by works.  You have destroyed the Gospel.  You are no longer trusting 
only in Christ, but in Christ and, in some measure, your works.   

But now does this mean that we can be justly accused by the Roman Church of 
teaching antinomianism – that since we’re not saved by our works, but by grace alone, that 
our works really aren’t important?  No.  Though it’s true that there are professing Christians 
who teach just that – that it doesn’t matter what you do, as long as you believe in Jesus – that 
isn’t what the Bible teaches.  Paul tells us here that there is a reason why God saved us:  it 
was so that we would do good works.  And this brings us to our second point:  Salvation is by 
grace alone through faith alone.  It is entirely the gift of God and not of works, so that He 
might receive the glory and so that we may not boast.  But God didn’t save us for no reason; 
He saved us that we might do good works.  Notice verse 10, “For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them.”  The Reformers strongly believed that we are saved by grace alone.  But they just as 
strongly believed that this grace would not be alone:  it would bring with it good works.  Now 
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this stands to reason, doesn’t it?  If we don’t repent of all our sins – of doing the things He 
forbids us to do, or of not doing what He commands us to do – then we are still in rebellion 
against God.  But if we are still in rebellion, then we will not enter heaven.  Jesus tells us that 
on the last day He will reject those who practice lawlessness and will declare to them, “I 
never knew you” (Matt. 7:23).  He says, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven” (v. 
21).  Jesus tells us that He has prepared a place in heaven for His servants, not for His 
enemies (John 17).  Does this mean that the Roman Church was right after all?  That we can’t 
be saved apart from doing good works?  Well, yes and no.  They are right in that a true 
Christian must do good works.  But they are wrong when they say that the Christian’s good 
works in any way earn salvation.  The Reformers believed what Paul also believed and what 
Jesus taught – a person is saved by the righteous works of Christ alone received through faith 
alone, but that faith will be a working faith:  it will produce good works in the lives of those 
who have it.  If it doesn’t do this, it is a dead and worthless faith.  As James tells us, “For just 
as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (2:26).   

People of God, God loved us and chose us and He sent His Son into the world to die 
for us, so that we might be conformed into the image of His Son, so that we might live the 
kind of lives He wants us to live.  The question I would ask you this morning is, Are you like 
Jesus?  Are you living that kind of life?  Are you living for Him?  Now what is it that He 
wants us to do?  He wants us to keep His commandments.  They are the standard of 
righteousness.  They tell us what is right and what is wrong.  And what do they teach us?  
They teach us to love Him, with our whole heart, with our whole mind, with our whole soul 
and with all of our strength.  But they also teach us to love our neighbor – to love everyone 
near us – as we love ourselves.  Is this what you are doing?  Do you love God in this way?  Is 
He your God?  Do you reverence and worship Him alone and in the way He wants you to?  
Do you keep His Sabbath Day holy?  And are you loving and forgiving others?  Are you 
helping and ministering to one another’s needs?  Are you showing acts of charity and mercy 
to your neighbors?  Are you doing these things?  I’m not asking if you think your brothers and 
sisters are doing these things, but if you are.  God doesn’t call us to criticize and condemn 
each other, but to examine our own lives with the same intensity that we are tempted to 
examine others.  I think if we were all more willing to do this, we would be less willing to 
criticize others.  Criticism is how we tear each other down, but love is how we build each 
other up.  God is able to judge our brethren, and we need to leave that judgment with Him 
(Rom. 14:4).  The question I put to all of us this morning is, Are we doing these things?  Do 
we love God as we should?  Do we love our neighbor as we should?  Last week, we saw a 
very concrete way in which the Lord would have us to love Him and our neighbor, and that 
was through laboring to fulfill the Great Commission.  God has commanded us to make 
disciples.  When we obey Him by reaching out to those around us with the Gospel, we show 
our love to God through our obedience.  But we also show love to our neighbor, for what 
could be more loving than to bring a person the knowledge he needs to escape hell and to 
make it safely to heaven?  If we knew that someone was trying to hurt our neighbor, we 
would probably do all we could to warn him and protect him.  How much more should we 
warn them when we know they are in danger of going into the eternal fire and when we have 
what is able to save them?  Let’s be reminded this morning that God’s salvation is not just 
self-oriented.  Of course we’re thankful that God has saved us.  But there is much more than 
this to salvation.  God has saved us so that we might be the means of saving others.  Let’s set 
our hearts and minds then to do this, to reach out to others, and to be faithful to our calling as 
a church.  Amen.   


