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Well, it’s Christmas time again.  It’s hard to believe that another year has gone by 
since the last time we celebrated it.  But here it is.  And since it’s here, I think it would be 
a good idea for us to consider again why it is that this particular day has been singled out 
in the history of the world as being such an important day.  At this time of year, we are 
again reminded of that Babe who was born in a cattle stall, because there was no room for 
His family in the inn, and who was laid in a manger, Christ the Lord.  So often we think 
about this marvelous birth, but how often do we really think about why it took place?  
Who was this Babe was and why did He come into the world?  This is what I would like 
for us to reflect upon this morning for a few moments from this verse, following the 
outline that is on the back of the flyers in your bulletins.  But let me tell you to begin with 
so that you don’t miss the main point:  Jesus is the Son of God whom the Father sent into 
the world to be born as a man to bring salvation, so that everyone who believes in Him 
would not die, but live forever.   

Look at the first point on the back of your flyer:  Jesus Christ was born to a virgin 
– He was both God and man.  Our passage tells us that “God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son.”  To the Jewish mind, whenever someone is said to be the 
son of someone else, it’s understood that that son shares the same nature as his father.  
When Jesus told the Jews that He was the Son of God, they knew exactly what He meant 
– that He also was God.  This Son that God gave us wasn’t someone who began to live 
when He was conceived some two thousand years ago, but One who has been alive from 
all eternity.  He is God the Son; the second person of the Triune God, of the One who is 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit; the God who created the heavens and the earth; the only God 
who is, who always has been, and who always will be.  The way He came into the world 
also shows us this very thing.  The Bible tells us that this One who was the Son of God 
was sent into the world in a very special way.  He was born of a Virgin, the Virgin Mary.  
We read in Luke’s Gospel this morning that when it was time for Jesus to come into the 
world, the Father sent the Holy Spirit to overshadow Mary and to create in her womb a 
perfect human nature, a nature that the Son of God would be able to join Himself with in 
order to work out salvation for man.  That Babe born in that cattle stall so many years ago 
was no ordinary man.  He was both God and man.   

Now this is who Jesus is.  But the second question we need to ask is why was He 
sent into the world this way?  Why did the Son of God become a man?  What did He 
come to do?  The reason He became a man was to save men.  When God made the first 
man, He gave him a test.  He told the man to obey Him perfectly.  If he had, he would 
have lived forever in a perfect world and in perfect harmony and fellowship with his 
Creator.  But he didn’t obey God perfectly.  He sinned against Him, and in doing so, he 
not only killed himself, but also all of his children.  Every one of us here this morning is a 
child of this man.  Every one of us was killed by his sin.  Every one of us came into this 
world sentenced to everlasting destruction in hell, not only because of his disobedience, 
but also because of all the wrong things we have done.  The Bible says, “All have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23), and “The wages of sin is death” (6:23a).  But it 
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also says, “The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (6:23b).  “God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.”  God sent Him into the world to do 
what the first man should have done, but failed to do.  He sent Him into the world to do 
what each one of us should have done, but failed to do – which was to keep God’s 
commandments.  God made us, and He has the right to tell us what He wants us to do.  
But each of us has failed; each of us has fallen short.  Each of us has lost any hope of 
saving ourselves from death because of our disobedience.  We needed someone to obey 
for us.  This is what Jesus did for us, if we believe in Him, if we will only trust in Him.  
Look at the second point on your outline.  Jesus obeyed God’s commandments perfectly.  
He obeyed the whole Law.  He didn’t fail to do anything God required, and He did this so 
that He might save those who believe.   

But there was another problem.  What about all the sins that His people 
committed?  What about God’s justice?  God can’t overlook this sin, this disobedience.  
If He did, He wouldn’t be just, He wouldn’t be righteous.  This debt had to be paid, or 
God could not forgive.  But this is exactly what Jesus did for those who believe.  Look at 
point three of your outline:  Jesus suffered hell for His people’s sin and died their death.  
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.”  He gave Him not only to 
obey in the place of those who would believe, but also to die in their place.  When Jesus 
was put to death on the cross, the Bible says that the Father laid on Him the sins of His 
people, and Jesus suffered hell on the cross and died for their sins, to free those who 
believe from judgment.  Isaiah the prophet wrote this hundreds of years before Jesus 
came, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are 
healed.  All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but 
the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him” (53:5-6).  Jesus obeyed His 
Father’s commandments, and He suffered hell and died, to save those who would believe 
from an eternity of suffering and to give them eternal life.   

But did He stay dead?  No.  The Bible says that on the third day, He rose again 
from the dead.  This is point four on your outline – Jesus rose to life after three days.  
When Jesus died, the value of His death was so great – because He was both God and 
man – that He completely satisfied God’s justice.  There was no longer any reason for 
Him to remain dead.  The wages of sin is death, but when that debt is paid for, there is no 
more death.  Jesus rose as the Prince of Life.  Death could no longer hold Him in the 
grave.  Then He returned to heaven to reign as King over all the earth – point five on your 
outline – and as the Prince of Life, to give life to whomever He will.  But to whom does 
He give life?  Our passage tells us this morning.  “For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.”  What Jesus did, as I have said over and over again, He did for those who 
would believe in Him.  When the Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?”  “What must I do to escape the judgment of hell and to make it safely 
to heaven?”  They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved” (Acts 
16:31).  To believe in Jesus means to trust Him to save you.  You must not only know 
who He is and what He has done, you must not only believe that these things are true, but 
you must also trust Him – trust in His work, trust in His perfect obedience and death – to 
save you.  The Bible also says that at the same time you must confess your sins, you must 
repent of them – turn away from all of them, everything that you know is wrong – and 
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begin to live the life He calls you to live.  If you will repent and believe, then Jesus will 
save you.   

Now this is important because of the points that remain.  Point six says that Jesus 
is coming again to judge us all.  When will that day be?  No one knows.  The Lord didn’t 
tell us so that we would have to be ready at all times.  But one thing is certain, once we 
die, there is no longer anything we can do to get ready for it.  All that is left is judgment 
(Heb. 9:27).  What will He judge us for?  Every single bad thing we have ever done, 
every sin we have ever committed.  He will bring everything into judgment and will 
judge each one of us according to our works.  And the more sin we have committed 
during our lifetime, the greater our punishment will be.  The Bible says, “For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).  It 
says to those who have not repented, “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant 
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds:  to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, 
eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, wrath and indignation” (Rom. 2:5-8).  Paul wrote, “Therefore knowing 
the fear of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:11).  The Lord wants you to know that 
this day is coming, and if you have not repented, that you are in danger of being 
destroyed forever.  But He also wants you to know that there is a way of escape, if you 
are willing to take it.  Paul continues, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God.  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (vv. 20-21).  Look at points seven and eight on your 
outline:  Jesus saves those who have turned from their sins and trusted in Him.  He 
promises that if you will turn from your sins and believe on Him, that He will take all 
your guilt away and give you a perfect record of obedience.  If you do, you will pass from 
His judgment and into His family, you will escape hell and enter into heaven.  But if you 
don’t, He will sentence you to endless punishment.   

The question I leave with each one of you this morning is this, “Will you be saved 
or sentenced?”  Will you enter into heaven or hell?  God has made a way for you to be 
saved.  Could God possibly have been more gracious than this?  He sent His Son into the 
world to obey and to die for sinners.  He is willing to forgive you of all of your sins and 
to give you heaven, if you will only turn from your sins and believe.  What more could 
He have done?  How could He have been any more gracious than this?  At this time of 
the year, as you think again about this Babe in the manger, don’t forget who He is and 
why He came – He is the Son of God, who became a man to save all who will trust in 
Him.  If you haven’t trusted in Him, may God grant you His grace to do so, that you 
might be saved from His wrath and enter at last into His heaven.  Amen.   


