
 

“Blessed Are Your Eyes, Because They See” 
(Matthew 13:9-17) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, we began looking at the thirteenth chapter of Matthew where Jesus tells us what the 
kingdom of heaven is like.  Through several short stories, called parables, He paints a very clear picture of its 
beginning, its growth, and its final glorious end.  I believe that we should be encouraged by this chapter, 
because Jesus gave it to us to encourage us.  There are so many pessimistic views in the church today of how 
the world is going to end, that try as we might, the kingdom of the enemy will still all but swallow us up, if 
not for the second coming of Christ.  Obviously, this can have a profound impact on the way we live.  If you 
believed that the church, at best, was only going to hold its own, and that the devil’s kingdom would 
continually be threatening to destroy it the whole time, and that all of your efforts to build Christ’s kingdom 
would for the most part to be fruitless, would this motivate you to do more for Him than you are doing now?  
Who would want to build a house in a neighborhood where the neighbors were constantly doing all they 
could to stop you and succeeding?  What child here would want to build a sand castle at the beach, where 
there were other children who keep knocking it down?  Would any of you want to take a test knowing that 
you were going to fail?  Probably not.  We usually aren’t very motivated to do the things we know have no 
hope of success.  Now it’s true that if the Lord commands us to do something, we need to do it anyway.  If 
He commands us to labor and to build His kingdom, we must do it even if we know ahead of time that none 
of what we do will stand.  The Lord often calls His people to faithfully serve Him in situations that He has no 
intention of changing.  If He commands us, that should be enough, because our love dictates that it should be, 
and so does the fear of the Lord.  But we would still have to admit, at least from a human standpoint, if we 
have the hope that our work is really going to make a difference in the world, that there really will be people 
saved through our witness, that the Lord’s kingdom really will be advanced through our efforts, it tends to 
encourage us in ways that nothing else can.   
  I believe that in this chapter our Lord gives us that optimistic picture to encourage us that our work for 
Him will not be in vain.  Certainly the parable of the sower does this.  It shows us that even though there will 
be many who will reject the Gospel and many more who will fall away from Christ after they seem to walk 
with Him for a while, there will yet be those who will truly receive Him and bear the kind of fruit that will 
glorify God.  This alone should strengthen our efforts to become more skilled in sharing the Gospel with 
others, and encourage us to keep planting seeds, knowing that our labors are not in vain in the Lord.  There 
are many other things here as well which we will be looking at over the next few weeks.   
  But in the midst of this very optimistic chapter, we mustn’t forget the other side of the picture.  While 
there is soil that receives the Word and bears fruit, there are three that don’t.  While there is the good wheat 
planted in His field, there are also the tares of the enemy.  Whereas the kingdom begins small and will 
eventually grow large and very influential, it will have to fight and endure a great deal of persecution to get 
there.  While there are those who will sell all that they have to gain the kingdom of heaven as a treasure or as 
a pearl of great price, there are yet those who won’t.  And while the dragnet does gather good fish out of the 
sea, there are also the bad which will be thrown away.   
  But why is it this way?  Why won’t all come to Christ and be saved?  Jesus tells us in our passage this 
morning, where He says that  
 
  The Father is pleased to open the eyes and ears of some, and to give them His light and truth, but 
others He is pleased to pass over.   
 
I.  The first thing we see in our passage is the question the disciples asked Jesus, after He had finished 

speaking the first part of parable of the Sower.  Matthew writes, “And the disciples came and said 
to Him, ‘Why do You speak to them in parables?’”   
A.  They are asking, “If Your purpose is to preach and teach about the kingdom of heaven so that these 

people might be saved, why are you now teaching them in this way?”   
1.  Up to this point, Jesus had used many word pictures and illustrations from the Jewish culture and 

from Creation to communicate His truth to the people, but He hadn’t used any parables.  This is 
really the first place in Matthew where the word appears.  Why does He now begin to talk to them 
in this way?   

2.  The answer may very well lie in the fact that Jesus had just been rejected by the Pharisees and 
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accused of being in partnership with the devil.  Up until now, His main purpose had been to make 
the truth known to them, but since they rejected it, He now begins to take it away.  Sometimes we 
don’t see the true value of something until it is too late, until it is taken away and is lost to us 
forever.   

 
B.  And so Jesus now uses parables to hide the truth from those who will reject it, while at the same time 

to reveal it to those who will receive it.   
1.  A parable is like the pillar of cloud at the Red Sea which gave light to the people of God, but kept 

the Egyptians in darkness (Ex. 14:20).  It gives knowledge to the righteous, but hides it from the 
wicked.   

2.  The word “parable” means to cast alongside of.  It is a story, usually in the form of a similitude or 
an allegory, that takes the things of the earth and uses them to explain the things of heaven:  it 
takes the things we can see and the things we have experienced and uses them to explain the things 
we can’t see and haven’t experienced.   

3.  But since they are also meant to hide the truth, sometimes they are difficult to understand until they 
are explained.  Mark tells us in his Gospel that after Jesus spoke the parable of the Sower, the 
disciples asked Him what it meant.  They didn’t understand it either.  But of course the difference 
between the wicked and the righteous is that the Lord will continue to hide it from the wicked, but 
He will reveal it to His people by His Spirit.   

 
II.  But we are not left by Christ to guess the answer to this question.  He tells us plainly here that this 

is, in fact, the case.  He even goes behind the scenes a little further to show us that His speaking 
parables to hide the truth from some and to reveal it to others is really rooted in the good pleasure 
of God, in His electing grace.  Matthew writes, “And He answered and said to them, ‘To you it has 
been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted’” 
(v. 11).   
A.  God is pleased to grant knowledge to some and not to others, to reveal His secrets to His children and 

to hide them from the wicked.   
1.  This really shouldn’t seem strange to us.  Even as parents, there are certain things that we will tell 

the members of our households that we won’t tell to those who are outside, like our vacation plans 
or building plans, or the problems there are within the more extended family, things that only the 
family needs to know.   

2.  Jesus tells us here that the same thing is true of the Father.  He also has secrets, called mysteries.  
These are the things that He doesn’t tell to everyone, but rather to those who are the members of 
His household.   
a.  These mysteries are the secret truths concerning His kingdom.  They are the things which He 

hid in the shadows of the Old Covenant, that were revealed only to the faithful.  They are the 
same things which Jesus was then revealing to His brethren:  the things He was intending to 
do, the extent to which His kingdom would grow.  These are the things which He does not 
reveal to the wicked, because they will not accept them, they will not understand them.  They 
don’t see their value or worth.  They will only want to destroy them.   

b.  Paul writes, in 1 Corinthians 2:6-10, “Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a 
wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we 
speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages 
to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had 
understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, ‘Things 
which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heard of man, all 
that God has prepared for those who love Him.’  For to us God revealed them through the 
Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.”   

c.  Hearing the truth is not enough.  Understanding what it means is also not enough.  The Spirit 
must also shine His holy light on it, or it will remain dark and unknowable.  He must illumine 
the mind, or it will never see its beauty.  Just like a man who is blind can’t see the beauty of a 
rainbow, so those who are spiritually blind will never see the beauty of God’s Gospel truth, but 
hate it.   

d.  But if you are a believer here this morning, the Spirit has done this for you.  He has granted to 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.  He has put a candle in the lampstand of 
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your mind, one that is able to give you a sense of the preciousness of God’s truth, one which 
will never go out, because the Lord won’t let it.   

e.  He has done this for you, because it pleased Him to do it.  Jesus said earlier in Matthew, “I 
praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the 
wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes.  Yes, Father, for thus is was well-pleasing 
in Thy sight” (Matt. 11:25-26).   
 

B.  To those who have this knowledge, the Lord gives more.  But to those who don’t, God takes away 
what they have.  Jesus continues, “For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an 
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away” (v. 12).   
1.  What He means here is that those who are His children, those who have the truth and the Spirit to 

illumine that truth, shall be given even more by the Father, which is what the Lord is doing for 
them here.   
a.  Even though they didn’t understand some of the things He said, Jesus explained it to them 

when they were alone.  The Spirit also continued to guide them into all the truth after Jesus 
went back into heaven.   

b.  Today, He continues to reveal His truth to us by His Word and Spirit, as we read it and listen to 
it preached and taught.  And the Lord desires to reveal even more of it to us, so that we might 
be better equipped to do His will, and in doing it, to experience His blessing, as we work to 
build His kingdom.   

 
2.  But the Lord also says here that those who don’t have -- i.e., those who have nothing of His Spirit -

-, even what they have He will take away.   
a.  What they don’t have is the Spirit’s saving influence in their lives.  This is why they hate the 

truth and won’t receive it.  But what they do have is His common influence, that work which 
the Spirit does in everyone.   

b.  Sometimes this influence can be so strong in an unbeliever’s life that he can actually look like a 
Christian.  He can even think himself to be a true Christian.  But he isn’t because in his heart 
he doesn’t really love the Lord.  He never really puts his trust in Him.   

c.  In Ezekiel, the Lord tells us about a righteous man who stops practicing righteousness and 
begins practicing evil.  He decides that the life of obedience is not what he wants after all, and 
so he turns to sin.  What will happen to him?  The Lord says that his good deeds will not be 
remembered, but that he will die for his sin (Ez. 18:24).  Was the Lord saying that this man lost 
his salvation?  No.  He never was saved.  It was just the common work of the Spirit that made 
him look like he was.  But what he had even of this was taken away, causing him to turn even 
more strongly to sin.   

d.  Jesus says this more clearly in a parallel passage in Luke 8:18.  He says, “Therefore take care 
how you listen; for whoever has, to him shall more be given; and whoever does not have, even 
what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him.”   

e.  Jesus spoke in parables to reveal the truth to His disciples.  He said to them, “To you it has 
been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.”  But He also spoke in parables 
to hide the truth from the rest of the Jews, “but to them it has not been granted” (v. 11).  
“Therefore,” Jesus says in verse 13, “I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do 
not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.”   

 
C.  But again, we might ask the question, Why?  Why does He grant the truth to some and not to others?   

1.  The first answer is that God has chosen to reveal His truth to some and not to others.  It was the 
Father’s good pleasure to be merciful to some and not to others.   

2.  But there is another answer, one that has to do with the way a person responds to the Word.  If 
someone rejects the truth, God very justly hardens them.   
a.  When we talk about God’s unconditional election, we understand that God’s choice of us had 

nothing to do with what we would be or what we would do.  He didn’t choose us because He 
saw that we would be holy, nor did He choose us because He saw that we would believe in 
Christ.  Apart from His grace, there would be nothing good in us at all, and it’s only because 
He chose us, sent His Son to die for us, and gave us His Spirit that there is anything good in us.   

b.  But when we talk about God’s judgment on the ungodly in making their hearts hard against the 
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truth, there is always a reason for that:  their sin.   
(i)  Jesus rejected these Jews because they rejected Him.   
(ii)  He said, “In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, “You will keep 

on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for 
the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they 
have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart and return, and I should heal them” (vv. 14-15).   

(iii)  Why couldn’t they understand?  Why couldn’t they perceive?  Their hearts were dull, 
their ears were all but deaf, their eyes were all but blind.  They had hardened their hearts 
and closed their ears and eyes to God’s truth because of their wickedness, and so the Lord 
was bringing a greater hardness upon them, so that they would not repent.   

(iv)  It’s the same thing we saw a couple of weeks ago.  Jesus said that the man who had the 
demon cast out of him, ended up in a worse condition, because in his rejection of Christ, 
seven more demons more wicked than the first entered into him and lived there.   

(v)  The Lord says that we all come into this world deaf and blind and dead to the things of 
God.  We cannot hear God’s truth, nor do we see anything good in it.  It is only by His 
grace that any of us ever have been or ever will be saved.   
(a)  This morning, if you find any hardness in your heart to His Word, then turn from your 

sins and turn to the Lord.  Ask for His mercy to stop your downward trend and to put 
you back on the path of righteousness.   

(b)  If you find that your eyes are blind to the beauty of God’s Word, or that you are more 
likely to turn a deaf ear to it than an ear of obedience, then turn from your sins and trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the only One who can set your heart free from its 
bondage to sin, who can remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.   

(c)  But if your heart is so hard that you won’t listen to these warnings, then I pray that the 
Lord would have mercy on you before it’s too late, before your time on earth is over 
and you will have to face Him as your Judge.   

 
D.  But lastly, and as we prepare to come to the Table this morning, let us consider the blessing upon 

those who do see and do hear His truth.   
1.  As I said at the beginning, the Bible is full of warnings against those who will not turn from their 

sins to Christ.  We have just seen one of the more serious ones.   
2.  But it is also full of encouragement to those who do.  And the words Jesus uses to close this 

section are some of the most encouraging in all the Scripture.  He says, “But blessed are your eyes, 
because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  For truly I say to you, that many prophets and 
righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did 
not hear it” (vv. 16-17).   
a.  I think Jesus is speaking here of a double blessing:  those who were present to see Him and to 

hear what He was saying about the kingdom of heaven were certainly blessed.  This is what 
had been predicted for many years by the prophets.  This was the hope of the saints of old.  
They looked for and longed for the coming of the Messiah and with Him, His kingdom.  Peter 
writes, “As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you 
made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ 
within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  
It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which 
now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look” (1 Pet. 1:10-12).  They were 
blessed because they were seeing the fulfillment of these things with their very eyes, and we 
are blessed because through the pages of Scripture, we can see the very same thing.   

b.  But there is another blessing.  The disciples not only saw these things with their physical eyes 
and heard it with their physical ears, they also saw it with their spiritual eyes and heard it with 
their spiritual ears.  In other words, they also received the blessing of the Spirit in illumining 
their hearts and minds to see the beauty of Christ and to receive Him.   

c.  This same blessing is yours this morning, if you are a child of Christ.  God has opened your 
eyes to see Christ, He has opened your ears to hear and respond to His truth, He has set you 
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free from the bondage of sin and from its penalty, so that you will never die, but live forever 
with Him in His eternal kingdom.  The Lord has given to you His infinite blessings, and so be 
encouraged:  this work which He has begun, He will complete.   

d.  But also be encouraged in that the Lord has given to you His sacrament, the sign and seal of 
His love and acceptance of you in Christ.  He has given you this Table for your spiritual 
nourishment and growth in Christ and to strengthen your assurance of His love.  Let us then 
prepare now to come to it and receive His blessing.  Amen.   
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