
 

“Blessed Are Those Persecuted for Righteousness” 
(Matthew 5:10-12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We come this morning to the last of the Beatitudes which Jesus preached to 
His disciples on the mountain.  As we have been going through these, we have seen that 
each of them builds upon those which come before it.  Jesus began by saying that those 
who recognize that before the Lord they are nothing and have no claim on His mercy are 
blessed.  They are blessed because they have come to know of their dependence on the 
Lord.  They can’t do it on their own.  They need Christ.  Those who have this poverty of 
spirit will also mourn.  They will mourn for their poverty, they will mourn for their sin, 
for they know how much their Lord hates these things.  And of course those who mourn 
for their own sins, have a much easier time dealing gently with others who also struggle 
with sin, because they know how far short they fall of the glory of God and realize that 
they are no better themselves.  But those who truly recognize their poverty and grieve for 
their sins, will also hunger and thirst for its opposite:  righteousness.  They will desire to 
be filled with the fruits of righteousness, for this is what they are lacking.  They will also 
show mercy, for those who realize their sinfulness and all that the Lord has forgiven 
them, will not be so stingy when it comes to showing mercy to those who have wronged 
them.  God in Christ forgives all of our sins.  And then He calls us to forgive in the same 
way, all who have sinned against us.  Furthermore, those who grieve over their sins not 
only desire to be filled with righteousness, they also desire to be freed from their sins.  
They desire purity of heart.  And so they seek to put all of their sins to death.  Along with 
this, they will seek to make peace, for God is a God of peace, and He delights in it.  As 
we saw last week, strife and conflict come from the devil.  It was not a part of the original 
creation.  Neither will it be a part of the New Heaven and the New Earth.  And so where 
strife and conflict are, the Christian will do all that he can to bring peace, especially 
where his own actions may have been the cause of that strife.  These are the 
characteristics of those who are truly blessed.  These are fruits which God’s grace 
produces in the lives of His children.  These are also the things, for the most part, which 
describe what Jesus is like.  The reason God gives us His grace is so that we will be like 
Him, so that we will reflect His nature and His glory.    
  But now think about this for a moment.  What if a person lives this kind of life, in 
the world as it is now?  What will happen to him or her?  What if you, by God’s grace, 
live like Jesus?  What will happen to you?  No doubt, the same thing that happened to 
Jesus.  You will be persecuted.  This is what Jesus tells us this morning, where He says 
that 
 
  The kingdom of heaven belongs to those who suffer for doing what is right.   
 
I.  Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”   
A.  I believe that this beatitude is the culmination of the others.  This is what will 

happen to those who possess the other seven characteristics and actually live them 
out in this world.   
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1.  If you are not proud, but humble; if you are not boasting about your sin, but 
grieving over it; if you are not arrogant, but meek; if you are not running 
headlong into sin, but trying to be godly; if you are not cruel, but merciful; if 
your heart is not full of filth, but pure; if you are not trying to turn people against 
one another, but bring them together in peace; you are going to stand out in this 
world like a light.   

2.  And if you stand out, then this world is going to see you and hate you.   
 

B.  Jesus is saying this:  that those who have these graces at work in their lives will 
suffer persecution as a normal part of their lives.   
1.  This has been true throughout the history of the world.  Just think about the lives 

of some of the more prominent saints.   
a.  Take Daniel, for example.  We sing the song “Dare to Be a Daniel,” because 

of the courage Daniel had in standing against the wickedness of his day.  He 
was not afraid to do so.  But because he did, he suffered persecution.  The 
officials of King Darius were jealous.  They were jealous because Daniel 
possessed an extraordinary spirit.  He did everything right.  And the king was 
intending to promote him over his entire kingdom.  And so they tried to find 
some way to accuse him.  But they couldn’t.  Daniel didn’t do anything 
wrong.  His one flaw, his one Achilles heal in their eyes, was this:  that he 
prayed to his God.  So they came to the king and asked him to make a new 
law.  That law said that whoever prayed to anyone except the king for the 
next thirty days was to be thrown into the lion’s den.  Well, you know how 
the story goes.  Daniel would not disobey God, even to save his life.  And so 
he prayed to God, and was thrown into the lion’s den.  He was persecuted for 
doing what was right, but the Lord saved him.   

b.  When we think about persecution, we certainly don’t want to overlook the 
apostle Paul.  Before he came to Christ, he was the persecutor.  He was 
searching for and dragging Christians into prison, and seeking to have them 
all put them to death.  But after the Lord changed him by His grace, he was 
persecuted.  His fellow Jews hated him and tried to kill him on more than one 
occasion.  But not only the Jews, but also the Gentiles wanted to kill him.  
And so his life was a life of persecution, to fulfill what the Lord Jesus said 
concerning him, when He saved him, “I will show him how much he must 
suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:16).   

c.  But of course the greatest example is that of our Lord Jesus.  Who lived a 
more godly life than Christ?  But also who suffered more persecution than 
He?  The Pharisees and Sadducees hated Him.  They hated Him because He 
testified against them.  He told them that their works were evil, even though 
they thought that the things they did were righteous.  And because of this, 
they tried to put Him to death.  And they finally accomplished this by stirring 
the people up to ask for His death.   

d.  Those who follow God, those who live a godly life, will suffer persecution.  
Doubtless, there were some of the faithful there who heard Jesus and knew 
that what He said was true.  And doubtless, there were others who were about 
to learn.   
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2.  And why is this?  Why does the world hate those who have such beautiful 

characteristics as those which Jesus has?   
a.  First, it is because the world doesn’t think they are so beautiful.  The world 

loves sin and hates righteousness.  It has no taste for godliness.  Therefore, it 
hates God, Christ, and everyone who is like them.   
(i)  People only like what they are inclined toward, what they have a taste for.   
(ii)  Some people like coffee, some don’t.  Some people like pickles, and 

some don’t.  The reason is that some like how they taste and others don’t.   
(iii)  The same thing is true of righteousness.  Some have a taste for it, and 

others don’t.  Those who do desire it, they incorporate it into their lives, 
because they love it.  But those who don’t avoid it, because they hate it.  
But they also hate those whose lives exhibit this righteousness, for the 
same reason.  

 
b.  But second, the world also, hypocritically, hates those who expose their sins.  

They love their sin, but they hate to have it exposed.  They hate it because it 
pricks their consciences, that which the Lord put there to show them that they 
sin.   
(i)  Have you ever been in a situation where you knew what the right thing to 

do was, but yet you did the wrong thing?  And when you saw someone 
doing the right thing, it made you feel guilty?  That was your conscience.   

(ii)  Children, let’s say that your parents tell you to clean up your room.  But 
since you don’t see any of your brothers or sisters taking them seriously, 
you don’t either.  But then one of them repents, and begins to clean up his 
room.  How does that make you feel?  It makes you feel guilty doesn’t it?   

(iii)  Think about a job where every worker takes a break at the same time.  
The break is only supposed to last for 15 minutes.  But at the end of those 
15 minutes, no one goes back to work, because the boss isn’t there to 
make them.  And so everyone sits around, except for one person who in 
good conscience can’t, and so he gets back to work.  How do you think the 
others will respond to him?  They will hate him because he is doing what 
is right and it exposes the wrong everyone else is doing.   

(iv)  This is what Jesus meant where He said, “For everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds 
may be manifested as having been wrought in God” (John 3:20-21).   

(v)  Those who are evil, love evil.  This is why they hate the light.  But they 
also hate having their evil exposed.  This is why they won’t come to the 
light.  But this is also why they hate Christ, for He is the light.  And this is 
why they will hate Christians, because they shine that same light.   

(vi)  Jesus once said to His brothers, “The world cannot hate you; but it hates 
Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil” (John 7:7).  The world 
couldn’t hate them, because they were still of the world, and the world 
loves its own (John 15:19).  But it hated Jesus, because Jesus was not of 
the world.  He testified against it, that what it did was evil.   
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(vii)  Calvin once wrote, “In consequence of the unbridled wickedness of the 
world, it too frequently happens, that good men, through a zeal of 
righteousness, arouse against them the resentments of the ungodly.  Above 
all, it is, as we may say, the ordinary lot of Christians to be hated by the 
majority of men:  for the flesh cannot endure the doctrine of the Gospel; 
none can endure to have their vices reproved” (Harmony Ages 1:227).   

 
II.  Now the application of this to our lives should be clear, as it was in the other 

beatitudes.  But here, Jesus makes specific application to His disciples.   
A.  He doesn’t talk here about what is true those who do this or that.  But He begins to 

address them pointedly.    
1.  In the first seven beatitudes, He used the words “theirs” and “they.”   
2.  And in the first part of this one, He used “those” and “theirs.”   
3.  But now notice in verses 11 and 12, He uses “you” and “yours.”  I believe He 

does this because He is beginning to apply these things to them.  If these other 
things are true of you, He says, then this will be as well.  Notice that in the rest 
of the Sermon on the Mount, He does the same.   

 
B.  He says here, “Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, 

and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  Rejoice, and be 
glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you” (v. 11-12).   
1.  If you, like those He referred to, are persecuted for righteousness, you are 

blessed.   
a.  Have you ever had someone accuse you of some wrong thing which you 

didn’t do?  This is what Jesus means by someone casting insults at you.  The 
Pharisees did this to Jesus, when they accused Him of casting out demons by 
the prince of demons, the devil (Matt. 12:24).   

b.  Has anyone ever hated you, so that they did more than insult you, but 
systematically tried to injure you and your reputation?  This is what Jesus 
means here by someone persecuting you.  It’s not just a one-time thing, but a 
series of things which a person may do to try and hurt you.  This is what the 
Pharisees did to Jesus when they hated Him enough to plan His death.  At 
first, they were only casting insults.  But later, He posed so great a threat to 
them that they wanted to get rid of Him.   

c.  Has anyone ever hated you so much that they began to accuse you of all 
kinds of evil?  This is what the enemies of Jesus did to Him, and this is what 
the third thing means that Jesus says.  The tongue is a very powerful weapon.  
And even if the things which are said about you are not true, they do damage 
anyway, because people begin to think that they might be true.   

d.  Have you ever been treated in this way, or in others, not just for any reason, 
but for the sake of righteousness, for the sake of Christ?   
(i)  Perhaps you have done something wrong to someone and suffered for it.  

This is not what Jesus is talking about.   
(ii)  He is talking about doing something right.  He is talking about doing 

what God commands and suffering for it.  He is talking about suffering for 
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His sake, not for your own.  The Lord says that if you are a Christian here 
this morning, you have, and you are.   

(iii)  Jesus is saying the same thing which Paul did, a few years later.  He 
writes to Timothy, “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).  He does not say that they may 
suffer persecution, but that they will suffer it.   

(iv)  If you are living the way Christ calls you to live, if the light of Christ is 
shining from you, then some will hate you and they will persecute you.  
We live in a world in which men hate the light.  If you live like Christ, the 
light will shine from you.  And if that light is shining from you, you will 
be hated.  And to the degree that that light shines from you, to that degree 
you will be hated.   

(v)  Does the world hate you, because of righteousness, because of Christ?  
Then you are blessed.  This is not a bad thing, but a good one.  This means 
that the Spirit of grace and of glory rests on you.  The kingdom of heaven 
is yours.  You are in Christ and everything that He has is yours.  Jesus says 
rejoice and be exceedingly glad, because your reward in heaven in great.  I 
believe that there are degrees of blessing in heaven.  Those who suffer 
more because of righteousness here, will rejoice more in heaven because 
of greater reward.  The prophets were persecuted.  They were men of 
whom the world was not worthy.  They testified against the world, and 
called its evil sin, and warned people of coming judgment.  And they were 
not treated well.  They were insulted, they were persecuted, they were 
spoken evil of.  But they were also rewarded.  And if they were, the Lord 
will not be unjust so as to forget to reward the suffering that you do for 
Him.   

 
2.  But we must not overlook the opposite reproof which is also here for us this 

morning.  What if we are not hated or suffering persecution of any kind?   
a.  Jesus implies here that this should be a cause for alarm, for those who are 

persecuted are blessed, not those who are not.   
b.  What Jesus implies here is stated very plainly in another place.  He says in 

Luke 6:26, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way 
their fathers used to treat the false prophets.”  The true prophets spoke the 
truth and suffered for it.  The false prophets said what the people wanted to 
hear and were rewarded for it.  But Jesus says woe to you when all men speak 
well of you.  Woe to you if there are none who are reproved by your life or 
by your words.  If there is no persecution, then in all likelihood there is no 
true Christianity either.  The light is bound to make the darkness angry.  If 
they are not angry, it is because there is no light. You who are not persecuted 
have compromised, for you are not living and speaking the truth.  You are not 
living according to conscience, but according to what is expedient.  If you 
were living the life of Christ, the world would hate you.  Jesus said, “If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” 
(John 15:19).   
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c.  Now caution must be applied, because there may be light, but a dim light, or 
there may be hatred, but a secret hatred.  But if that is the case, our light is 
shining too dimly.  We must, as we shall see next week, let our light shine to 
glorify God.  But if it shines, be prepared, it will also bring persecution.   

d.  Now this is a hard word.  It is the light of God which exposes our sin.  It 
exposes our sin of not being the salt and light which the Lord calls us to be.  
And this makes us uncomfortable.  But this is what the Word Jesus speaks is 
sometimes meant to do.   

e.  If we are to be healed, if we are to awaken out of our sleep, we must first be 
wounded by the Word, so that the balm of the Gospel may be applied.  Christ 
calls us to die to ourselves and to pick up our crosses.  He calls us to suffer 
for the truth, even unto death, if necessary.  We cannot live our own lives and 
avoid every cross, if we are to expect to arrive in heaven.  If we save our lives 
in this world, we will lose them in the next.  But if we lose our lives in this 
world for Christ, we will gain them in the next.   

f.  Examine then your life.  Are you being persecuted for doing and saying what 
is right?  Are there people angry with you because you have told them the 
truth?  If so, then rejoice, for great is your reward in heaven.   

g.  But on the other hand, if all men speak well of you, then take heed.  Jesus 
pronounced judgment upon such as you.  “All who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).  If you are not a partaker of 
this this morning, then come to Christ and surrender your life to Him now.  
Stop trying to avoid the cross.  You must pick it up and follow Him.  Jesus 
promises you the grace and strength that you need to follow Him, if you will 
only trust Him.  Stop compromising.  Stop blending in with the world.  Stand 
up and stand out for Jesus.  You must bear the cross, if you are to wear the 
crown.  You will never be sorry that you did.  Amen.   


