
 

“Blessed Are the Merciful” 
(Matthew 5:7) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  As we continue through the Beatitudes this morning, I want you to 
remember what it is that we are looking at.  We are not looking at those things which 
God says we must do to enter the kingdom of God.  Rather, we are looking at those 
things which will be true of everyone who is entering the kingdom of God.  God is not 
laying out a set of rules for us here and telling us, “Do this, and you will live.”  That is 
what the Covenant of Works says, not the Covenant of Grace.  The Covenant of Grace 
says, “You cannot be like this, you cannot do these things.  But there is One who is 
perfect, and One who has done these things.  And if you trust in Him, His perfect record 
will become yours.  If you trust in Him, He will also work these things in your life.”  As a 
matter of fact, it even tells us that He will give to His elect His Spirit to change their 
hearts to make them willing and able to believe.  What we cannot do for ourselves, God 
promises to do for us, if we are trusting in Christ.  This is what He is doing in you, if you 
are His child this morning.   
  But another thing I don’t want you to miss about these things is that they are a 
description to us of the Lord Jesus Christ.  These virtues are His virtues.  That is what the 
Spirit of God is seeking to do in us:  to make us like Jesus.  Jesus is the perfect example 
of everything the Lord wants us to be.  We have been predestined to become conformed 
to His image.  Therefore, the work of God’s Spirit is to mold and shape our lives until we 
become like Him.  Now the first two characteristics, Jesus did not have.  He did not have 
poverty of spirit, because He never sinned and became a sinner in the sight of God.  It is 
true that on the cross, He bore the guilt of our sins and so was treated by God as One who 
was guilty of all the sins of His people.  But He never sinned.  And because He never 
sinned, He also never had to grieve or mourn over His sins.  But Jesus is a perfect 
example of the last two beatitudes.  Who was more gentle or humble than Jesus when He 
was on the earth.  The Bible says that Jesus, being the very Son of God, humbled Himself 
by taking our nature upon Himself.  He is the most humble person who has ever lived.  
He was also the most gentle with sinners.  And who had more of a hunger and thirst after 
righteousness than Jesus?  He loved His Father and His Father’s Law with a perfect love.  
And this is what the Father wants us to do as well.  This is what His Spirit is creating in 
us.  He is making us to love Him and His Law in the same way that Jesus did.  This is 
what it means that faith works through love.  And this is the summary of the whole 
Christian life:  God wants us to love like Jesus loved and like He still loves.  This is what 
it means to hunger and thirst after righteousness:  It means to be like Jesus.   
  But Jesus has another lesson in love that He wants to teach us this morning, and it 
is this:   
 
  Those who are truly blessed, those who are truly like Jesus, are merciful.   
 
I.  First, Jesus says, “Blessed are the merciful.”   

A.  Let us consider first what it means to be merciful.   
1.  In the Christian life, we often use the words justice, mercy and grace.  But what 
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do these words mean?   
a.  Justice means that a person gets exactly what his actions deserve.   

(i)  Justice is just the opposite of mercy.   
(ii)  Let me give you an example.  If one of you children here were to take 

something which didn’t belong to you, and someone found out what you 
had done, what would be the just thing to do?  Well first, you would need 
to return what you had taken.  But that’s not all.  You would also need to 
give the person you stole from something that was worth the same amount 
as that which you took.  Then you would be suffering the same loss that 
you had inflicted upon him.   

(iii)  The Lord tells us in His Word, “You shall appoint as a penalty life for 
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for 
burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise” (Ex. 21:23-25).  This is what 
true justice is.   

(iv)  It is virtually unknown in our society today.  If a person steals a car, 
does the state require for him to give the car back and to pay the person an 
amount equal to the car?  No.  They impound the car and put the man in 
jail.  The person gets their car back, but the person who stole it doesn’t 
pay off his debt.  He spends time in prison.  This is not justice.   

(v)  If one person kills another, does he lose his own life?  Not usually.  
Again, he is put in prison for a short time and then released.  This is not 
justice.   

(vi)  If we had justice in our society, I guarantee you that there would be less 
crime.  But since we don’t take sin very seriously, neither do those who 
commit the crimes.   

(vii)  True justice, that which would honor the Lord, is giving to the one who 
has committed an offense exactly what his offense deserves.   

 
b.  Mercy, on the other hand, is not giving to a person what he deserves.   

(i)  Let’s say the child who stole something from another person comes to 
that person, confesses his crime, and then asks forgiveness.  The other 
child could ask for justice, or he could show mercy.  We have already seen 
what justice would require.  But if he decides to show mercy, he could 
either forgive his friend and tell him to keep what he took, or ask for it 
back and forgive him.   

(ii)  In either case, the child who stole would not be getting what he deserved.  
And this is what mercy is, not requiring justice, but rather forgiving 
offenses.   

 
c.  Grace goes one step further.   

(i)  Grace not only forgives the one who did the wrong, but gives to them 
something good which they don’t deserve.   

(ii)  This would be like the child not only forgiving the theft, but also giving 
to the other child a gift, or some other act of kindness.   

(iii)  The Bible tells us that this is what God does for us.  In Christ, He not 
only forgives our debts to His justice, but He also gives to us the kingdom, 
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something which we don’t deserve, and something which we could never 
deserve.   

(iv)  All of those who are outside of Christ will one day receive God’s justice.  
They will answer for every sin they have committed.  And everyone of 
their sins will make their punishment in hell that much more intolerable 
for all eternity.   

(v)  But those who embrace Christ by faith, not only receive God’s mercy 
which pardons and forgives them of all of their sins, but they also receive 
everlasting life and a place in heaven forever, the inheritance which Christ 
earned through His life and work.   

(vi)  This is what makes God’s glory shine so brightly.  He not only does not 
give us what we deserve, He graciously gives us what we could never 
deserve.   

 
2.  But it is mercy which Jesus singles out here.  He wants us to examine whether 

or not this grace of the Spirit is in our lives.   
 

II.  But why is this important?  Why does it matter whether we are merciful or not?  
Jesus tells us that it is those who show mercy that will receive mercy.  “Blessed 
are the merciful,” Jesus says.  Why?  Because it is a nice thing to be?  No.  
Because God would like for us to be merciful, but we don’t really need to be.  No.  
But because it is those who show mercy, and those only, who “shall receive 
mercy.”   
A.  The Lord tells us that we can know, ahead of time, who will receive mercy on the 

day of God’s judgment and who will not.  Those who show mercy will receive it.   
1.  Is Jesus talking here about how we, by our own works, can earn the mercy of 

God?  God forbid!   
a.  We cannot earn the mercy of God by showing mercy.   
b.  But on the other hand, if we do not show mercy, we will not receive mercy.   

(i)  This is what Jesus meant where He showed Peter what it meant to 
forgive.  Matthew tells us that “Peter came and said to Him, ‘Lord, how 
often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven 
times?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up 
to seventy times seven.’”  And then Jesus gave him this story to illustrate 
this.  He said, “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  And when he 
had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten 
thousand talents.  But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord 
commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that 
he had, and repayment to be made.  The slave therefore falling down, 
prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
repay you everything.’  And the lord of that slave felt compassion and 
released him and forgave him the debt.  But that slave went out and found 
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized 
him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’  So his 
fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, ‘Have patience 
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with me and I will repay you.’  He was unwilling however, but went and 
threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  So when his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came 
and reported to their lord all that had happened.  Then summoning him, 
his lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt 
because you entreated me.  Should you not also have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?’  And his lord, moved with 
anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was 
owed him.”  And then Jesus spoke these most sobering words, “So shall 
My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his 
brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:21-35).  Jesus says that if we do not 
forgive our brothers all of their sins and offenses against us, then God will 
not forgive us, but cast us into hell!   

(ii)  And lest you think that this is a mistake, Jesus tells us the same thing in 
another place in Scripture.  In the Sermon on the Mount, after He teaches 
His disciples the Lord’s Prayer, He says, “For if you forgive men for their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do 
not forgive men, then your heavenly Father will not forgive your 
transgressions” (Matt. 6:14-15).  In the first example, it seemed as though 
Jesus was telling us that we needed to only forgive our brothers.  But here 
He says men, which means that we must be willing to forgive all men.   

(iii)  We cannot earn God’s mercy by showing mercy.  But on the other hand, 
we will not receive mercy unless we show mercy.   

 
c.  How can these two things be reconciled?   
 

2.  Jesus is again telling us what is true of those who have received the grace of 
God.   
a.  Good works cannot save you.  But you will not be saved without good works.   
b.  What this means is that you cannot earn your salvation through works.  But if 

you are saved, your life will show that it is through your good works.  As 
James said, “Faith without works is dead.”  If you have a living faith, your 
life will show it by your works.  But if your faith is a dead faith, if you only 
say that you are saved, but you aren’t, then your life will show it by your lack 
of good works.   

c.  The same thing is true with regard to any of the marks of God’s grace.  You 
are not saved if you do them, but you show that you are saved if you have 
them already.   

d.  Mercy is just one expression of the love which the Holy Spirit puts into the 
hearts of all of God’s children.  Paul writes that this love is patient, kind, and 
is not jealous; it “does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into 
account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices 
with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things” (1 Cor. 13:4-6).   

e.  If this love is in you, then you have received God’s grace.  If you show mercy 
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to others, then God has already had mercy on you.  And He will show you 
His mercy more fully on the day of His judgment.   

f.  Augustine once wrote, Lord command what you will and give what you 
command.  He recognized that God was free to require whatever He wants 
from us.  But He also recognized that God graciously grants to His people the 
power to do what He requires.  The same thing is true here.  Jesus says to us, 
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:35).  But He also gives 
us the power to be merciful by His grace.   

g.  Now if you are merciful, who will argue with the fact that you are blessed!  
You are blessed beyond measure.  You have a treasure within you which is 
more valuable than anything else you might ever have from this world.   

 
B.  Lastly, what is the most important way that we can show this mercy?   

1.  We need to learn to forgive.   
a.  We have the perfect example of forgiveness in God.  While we were His 

enemies, He sent Christ to die for our sins and to reconcile us to Him (Rom. 
5:8).   

b.  We have another perfect example in Christ.  When He was being crucified, 
He prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” 
(Luke 23:34).  He did not cry out for their judgment or for their blood, but for 
their pardon.  He knew that even though they were committing a terrible 
crime, they were doing so because they were blinded by sin.   

c.  When someone sins against you, forgive them.  Forgive them whether they 
ask for your forgiveness or not.  You have already seen what will happen if 
you don’t.  God will not forgive you.  It is true that you won’t be fully 
reconciled until the person who sins against you humbles himself and asks 
for your forgiveness.  But stand ready to forgive and receive them again, even 
if they never come.   

 
2.  God tells us in His Word that a root of bitterness can spring up and cause trouble 

and defile many (Heb. 12:15).   
a.  Don’t let that defiling bitterness be in your heart.  If you have any grudges 

you are nursing against anyone, forgive.   
b.  And if you can’t find it in your heart to forgive, then come to God and ask 

Him to give you the grace you need to forgive.  Thomas Watson once wrote, 
“A man may as well go to hell for not forgiving as for not believing.”   

c.  Don’t let your hard heart condemn you to hell.  Come to Christ and receive 
His forgiveness, and the power to forgive others.  May God grant you His 
grace to do so.  Amen.   

 
 


