
“Bless Those Who Persecute You” 
(Romans 12:14) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Paul told us that in light of all God has done for us, we are to do good to others:  in 
particular, last week, to contribute to the needs of the saints.   
a.  To those near:  food, clothing, shelter, minister gifts, love, encouragement, open our 

homes, share meals, fellowship.   
b.  To those far:  contribute to their necessities (e.g., Come Over and Help), provide 

books, encouragement, prayer.   
 

2.  With regard to those saints who are strangers, we are to practice hospitality.   
a.  Open our homes, provide food, shelter, fellowship.   
b.  Even to those outside the faith:  but with caution – not every person on the street, but 

those who really need and want help.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  But what about those outside the faith who are our enemies?   

a.  There are non-hostile unbelievers, as well as hostile ones.   
b.  You don’t have to look far in the Bible to see examples of persecution.   
c.  What are we to do with regard to hostile unbelievers?   

 
2.  The Lord tells us that we are to do good to them as well:  we are to bless and not curse 

them.  This morning, I want us to consider persecution and our response to it.   
a.  What persecution is.   
b.  Why the world persecutes Christians.   
c.  How the world persecutes Christians.   
d.  And what we are to do when we are persecuted.   
e.  I would also like to deal with some of the difficulties that arise when we consider 

examples from the OT.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is persecution?   
1.  We all know enough to know it isn’t pleasant.   

a.  Persecution caused the disciples to have to run from one city to the next:  “But 
whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next” (Matt 10:23).   

b.  Many of the early Christians were dragged out of their houses and thrown into prison 
(Acts 8:1-3).   

c.  Those who aren’t truly Christ’s can’t endure it and they wither away:  Jesus says 
they have “no firm root in [themselves], but [are] only temporary, and when 
affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately [they fall] away” 
(Matt. 13:21).   

d.  The word means to be hotly pursued by those who want to harm you, to be driven 
out (Friberg).   



2 

e.  It means “to systematically [sic] organize a program to oppress and harass people” 
(Lowe-Nida).   

f.  The motive is hatred, the result often death.   
 

2.  Every Christian should expect some persecution, which is why the Lord pronounces a 
blessing on those who endure it for His sake.   
a.  Paul wrote to Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   
b.  The godlier you live, the more you will be persecuted.   
c.  But thankfully, the more you are persecuted, the more you will also be blessed:  

Jesus said, “"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people 
insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:10-12).   

 
B.  Second, why does the world persecute Christians?   

1.  They hate Christ: “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they 
would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well.  
But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘They hated me 
without a cause’” (John 15:24-25).   

2.  They hate Christ because of the light He brings:  “This is the judgment, that the Light 
has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their 
deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the 
Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:19-20).   

3.  As Christians, we bear that same light, and so the world hates us, “If the world hates 
you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, because of this the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you, 
‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  But all these things they will do 
to you for My name's sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me” (John 
15:18-21).   

4.  The world hates Christians because they hate God and His Christ.   
 

C.  Third, how does the world persecute Christians?   
1.  There are the more overt ways:   

a.  Enemy armies attacking Israel:  Balaak hiring Balaam to curse (Num. 22-23).   
b.  Jews openly arresting, trying, putting Christians to death:  e.g., James, Stephen.   
c.  During the history of the church:  the Roman persecutions, the lions, the Counter-

Reformation, the Roman Inquisition, attacks by Muslims.   
d.  Muslims today openly attack Christians; liberals, especially those associated with 

sexual immorality, hate Christians.   
 

2.  But there are more subtle ways:   
a.  Exclusion from “in-groups.”   
b.  Not being hired for a job, especially because of Sabbath conviction.   
c.  Being looked at as odd or prudish because we stand against immorality.   
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d.  The things Satan does to ensnare unbelievers in immorality, he also uses to tempt, 
attack and bring persecution on believers.   

e.  The more we stand against these things, the more we shine the light of God’s truth, 
the more we will be persecuted – hated, spoken evil of, rejected and cast out.   

 
D.  Finally, what are we to do when persecuted?   

1.  Paul tells us, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse” (Rom. 12:14).   
a.  We are to bless them, to ask God to show them mercy.   
b.  And we are not to curse them:  to ask God for their destruction.   
c.  It can also mean to speak kindly to them when they speak harshly to you.   
d.  Jesus tells us, “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun 
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same?  If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:44-48).   

e.  Christ did this by way of example on the cross.  He prayed, “Father, forgive them; 
for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).   

f.  Stephen followed this example.  When being stoned, he prayed, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them” (Acts 7:60)!   

g.  Edwards wrote, “If the nature of anger in general consisted in ill-will and a desire of 
revenge, no anger would be lawful in any case whatever; for we are not allowed to 
entertain ill-will toward others in any case, but are to have goodwill to all.  We are 
required by Christ to wish well to and pray for the prosperity of all, even our 
enemies, and those that despitefully use us and persecute us (Mat. 5:44); and the rule 
given by the apostle is, ‘Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not’ (Rom. 
12:14); that is, we are only to wish good and pray for good to others, and in no case 
to wish evil.  And so all revenge is forbidden, if we except the vengeance which 
public justice takes on the transgressor, in inflicting which men act not for 
themselves, but for God.  The rule is, ‘Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people; but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself:  I am 
the Lord’ (Lev. 19:18); and says the apostle, ‘Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath:  for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord”’ (Rom. 12:19).  So that all the anger that contains ill-will or a desire 
of revenge, is what Christianity is contrary to, and by the most fearful sanctions 
forbids.  Sometimes anger, as it is spoken of in the Scripture, is meant only in the 
worst sense, or in that sense of it which implies ill-will and the desire of revenge; and 
in this sense all anger is forbidden, as in Eph. 4:31, ‘Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil-speaking, be put away from you, with all malice;’ and 
again, in Col. 3:8, ‘But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.’  Thus anger may be irregular 
and sinful with respect to its nature” (From Lecture 9, Charity and Its Fruits).   

 
2.  If this is the case, how are we to make sense of the many imprecations in the Bible?   

a.  The answer is they are either prophetic – God is calling down a curse through the 
prophet.   
(i)  Such as when Noah curse Ham/Canaan (Gen. 9:25).   
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(ii)  Or when Samson called out for vengeance for his eyes (Judges 16:28).   
 
b.  Or, there may be a implied distinction between personal revenge and God’s honor 

and justice.   
(i)  We are not to pray for the destruction of any from any ill-will we harbor against 

them.   
(ii)  But, we are to pray for justice, for the destruction of God’s enemies.   
(iii)  With regard to the offense as it is considered against us, we are to forgive and 

desire the best for the offender.  Solomon was commended when he didn’t ask for 
the life of those who hated him (2 Chr. 1:11-12).   

(iv)  But as it respects God, we are to call to Him for justice.   
(v)  God’s justice must be satisfied.  We cannot pray that it would be set aside.   
(vi)  But it can be satisfied either through the person’s paying for the crime, or 

Christ.  The latter is mercy, and we should pray for that.   
(vii)  In Scott Peterson’s case:   

(a)  Should we pray that he escapes God’s justice?  No.   
(b)  Should we pray that he be executed because we are so offended by his crime 

that we want to see him die?  No.   
(c)  We should pray for his repentance – that God would have mercy on his soul – 

but also that the magistrate would execute God’s justice on him.   
(d)  As we saw a couple of weeks ago, God says, “Whoever sheds man's blood, by 

man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man” (Gen. 
9:6).   

 
c.  The imprecations in Scripture appear to be motivated by a desire for God’s justice to 

be served, rather than from personal vengeance.   
(i)  Nehemiah prayed against Tobiah because he oppressed God’s people:  “Hear, O 

our God, how we are despised!  Return their reproach on their own heads and give 
them up for plunder in a land of captivity.  Do not forgive their iniquity and let 
not their sin be blotted out before You, for they have demoralized the builders” 
(Neh. 4:4-5).   

(ii)  He also prayed against those who might not do what God commanded His 
people, which would bring God’s curse down on His people:  “I also shook out 
the front of my garment and said, ‘Thus may God shake out every man from his 
house and from his possessions who does not fulfill this promise; even thus may 
he be shaken out and emptied.’  And all the assembly said, ‘Amen!’  And they 
praised the Lord.  Then the people did according to this promise” (5:13).   

(iii)  David prayed against God’s enemies, “Hold them guilty, O God; by their own 
devices let them fall!  In the multitude of their transgressions thrust them out, for 
they are rebellious against You” (Psalm 5:10).   

(iv)  The psalmist prayed for justice against the wicked in general for oppressing 
those who couldn’t defend themselves, “Why do You stand afar off, O Lord?  
Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble?   In pride the wicked hotly pursue 
the afflicted; let them be caught in the plots which they have devised. . . . Break 
the arm of the wicked and the evildoer, seek out his wickedness until You dost 
find none” (10:1-2, 15).   

(v)  David did pray against his enemies, because they were the Lord’s enemies.  
“Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; fight against those who fight 
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against me.  Take hold of buckler and shield, and rise up for my help.  Draw also 
the spear and the battle-axe to meet those who pursue me; say to my soul, ‘I am 
your salvation.’  Let those be ashamed and dishonored who seek my life; let those 
be turned back and humiliated who devise evil against me.  Let them be like chaff 
before the wind, with the angel of the Lord driving them on.  Let their way be 
dark and slippery, with the angel of the Lord pursuing them.  For without cause 
they hid their net for me; without cause they dug a pit for my soul.  Let 
destruction come upon him unawares; and let the net which he hid catch himself; 
into that very destruction let him fall” (Psalm 35:1-8).   

(vi)  David wouldn’t lift his hand to strike the Lord’s anointed (1 Sam. 26:9).   
(vii)  But he knew that one day the Lord would bring judgment on him.  When 

Abishai wanted to kill Saul, David wouldn’t let him and said, “‘Do not destroy 
him, for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be without 
guilt?’  David also said, ‘As the Lord lives, surely the Lord will strike him, or his 
day will come that he dies, or he will go down into battle and perish.  The Lord 
forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed’” (1 Sam. 
26:9-11).   

(viii)  We see the same thing in the NT.  Paul wrote to the Galatians, “But even 
though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to 
that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, 
so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which 
you received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8-9).  Paul was concerned about God’s 
glory and the purity of His Gospel.   

(ix)  And to Timothy, “Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will 
repay him according to his deeds.  Be on guard against him yourself, for he 
vigorously opposed our teaching” (2 Tim. 4:14-15).   

 
3.  The bottom line:   

a.  When we are persecuted, we bless and do not curse.   
b.  When someone speaks a harsh word, we return a kind word.   
c.  But with respect to God’s honor and justice, we must desire it to be fulfilled, either 

through Christ (mercy) or through God’s wrath (punishment).   
d.  An angry and vengeful spirit is the most difficult to subdue, but we can with the 

Lord’s help.   
e.  When we realize that Christ was crucified because of our sins, we can love and 

forgive out of love for Him.   
f.  We can especially forgive when the one we are to forgive is a brother or sister for 

whom Christ died.   
g.  True, reconciliation won’t take place until there is confession and repentance on the 

offender’s part.  But we must always stand ready and willing to forgive.   
h.  Let us prepare to come to the Table to remember God’s love and receive His grace to 

love as He loved.  Amen.   


