
”Biblical Worship, Part 4” 
(Exodus 20: 4-6 1 

Introduction: God has given us His commandments, and He expects us to know 
them and to do them. And as we have been examining them, He has been giving 
us a clearer view, as we have been putting off our former thoughts concerning 
them and looking at the truth, even as when a storm is over the clouds slowly 
clear and reveal the blue sky. In the Second of these commands, God has shown 
us that He takes His worship very very seriously. He tells us that we may not 
simply worship Him any way that we please, but that we must wait upon Him to 
show us how. There were those of the Israelites who though it best to worship 
God through a golden calf, there were those of the sons of Korah who thought 
that they would be priests, and there were Nadab and Abihu who offered strange 
fire to the Lord. You remember what happened to them. In choosing to set 
aside what God commanded and in worshiping in their own way, they brought down 
the wrath of God upon their heads. And so you see the importance of giving 
heed to what the Lord says in all things, especially in worship. 

worship in mind, but your private acts of devotion as well, when you bow in 
prayer by yourself, or when you gather your household together for family 
worship. Whenever you humble yourself to approach His throne, He wants His 
Word to be your guide, to be your instruction manual on what will please Him. 
And if you are His here this evening, you will not need to be coerced into 
keeping God’s Word. Knowing that God is the Lord in all matters will not 
spark rebellion and obstinacy in your heart, for the Spirit who indwells every 
Christian, gives to you freely the desire to do it with all your heart. It is 
your delight; it is your hidden manna; it is the same food which Christ spoke 
of that He had which His disciples at that time knew nothing of. You will do 
what God says, and you will do it with all your heart, for the Spirit makes 
you willing. 

people as the ordinary elements of worship. 

But when God speaks to you concerning His worship, He not only has public 

Let us continue to look, then, at what God has ordained for us as His 

A. We Have Already Seen that God Commands Us to Pray, and That He 
Commands that His Word Be Read in the Worship Service, and Listened 
to. Now I Want You to See that God Also Commands that His Word Be 
Preached. 
1.  Paul wrote to Timothy, his true son in the faith, ”I SOLEMNLY 

CHARGE YOU IN THE PRESENCE OF Gon AND OF CHRIST JESUS, WHO IS TO 

REPROVE, REBUKE, EXHORT, WITH GREAT PATIENCE AND INSTRUCTION. FOR 

JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, AND BY HIS APPEARING AND HIS 
KINGDOM: PREACH THE WORD; BE READY IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON; 

THE TIME WILL COME WHEN THEY WILL NOT ENDURE SOUND DOCTRINE; BUT 
WANTING TO HAVE THEIR EARS TICKLED, THEY WILL ACCUMULATE FOR 
THEMSELVES TEACHERS IN ACCORDANCE TO THEIR OWN DESIRES; AND WILL 
TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM THE TRUTH, AND WILL TURN ASIDE TO MYTHS” 
(2 Tim. 4:1-4). God charged Timothy through Paul, and us as well, 
that His Word be preached. 

reading of His Word? If the reading of His Word is the purest 
way of hearing it, why bother with any man’s exposition of it? 
a. The most obvious answer to this question is that God has 

2. But why preach the Word when God has already given to us the 

commanded i t . 
(i) Paul tells Timothy in no uncertain terms that he must 



2 

preach the Word. 
When God commands anything, that is enough for the 
servant of God. 
You may not always know why the Lord commands the 
things that He does. For instance, you may have asked 
yourself in the past, If God is sovereign in salvation, 
then why must I evangelize? The answer is, of course, 
that if one never hears the gospel, they will never be 
saved. God ordains His ends, but He does not do so 
apart from the means to those ends. 
But even more importantly the answer is, The sovereign 
God of all the universe commands you to bear witness to 
His gospel. For the servant of God, that is enough. 
To go against this is cosmic treason against the King. 
Your attitude should always be, Speak Lord, for your 
servant hears. And as you know from the Scriptures that 
hearing is not enough, you must also couple with your 
hearing the doing of it, if you are to be obedient. 
If God commands that His Word be preached, it is enough. 

b. But secondly, it is to be preached because of your weakness. 
Yes the Word is available to all of you. Yes, it is 
clear enough for you to learn by your own reading, if 
you are of ordinary intelligence. All that you need to 
know for life and godliness is there and may be 
understood adequately by you. 
But how many of you are really studying the Word to learn 
what it says? How many of you are reading your Bibles on 
a regular basis? How many of you, having read your 
Bibles remember what it is that you have read? And how 
many of you actually put those things into practice? How 
many of you actually do what you know God tells you to 
do? Are you living even according to the light that you 
do have? 
God knows that you need encouragement, so He gives one 
to encourage you. 
He knows that you need to be exhorted to continue in 
the Christian life, so He gives one to exhort you. 
He knows that you all do not have the time that you 
would like to study the Word, so He gives you one to 
study that Word and to preach it to you. 
God knows your needs, and He provides for them. 

c. Thirdly, He has ordained preaching because, although His 
truth never changes, the times and circumstances of life do. 
(i) God spoke in a Jewish culture, but you live in an 

American culture. 
(ii) God spoke to a people living many years ago, but you 

live in the twentieth century. 
(iii) The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, 

but you speak English. 

differently than you. There are barriers to be bridged 
before His truth becomes clear to you. The difference 
is not always great, but it does exist. 

(v) But even if those differences were not there, the Word 

(iv) The people of God then thought, lived, and spoke 
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3 .  

would still need to be preached. Paul charged Timothy 
to do so, even though he was preaching to men and 
women who were from that culture. 

d. And fourthly, God wants His Word to be preached because He 
wants it to be impressed upon the hearts of His people. 

There is a difference between reading and preaching. 
Reading simply conveys what is written into words to be 
heard. But preaching is the explaining and applying of 
those truths to the hearts of the hearers. 
Preaching is not gathering nice thoughts out of the 
Bible to warm your hearts. 
Preaching is not geared at making you feel better about 
yourselves and others. 
A view of preaching which is man centered will always 
fall short of the mark. 
Rather, preaching is the explanation of what God said, 
the declaration that those things are true, and the 
application of those principles to your life. 
Sometimes those truths are encouraging to you when you 
see that you are in some measure living up to them. For 
example, you are encouraged by the promise of eternal 
life when you see that you have met the conditions of 
faith and repentance. 
Sometimes it is discouraging when you see how far short 
of the mark you fall, and how much your sins deserve the 
wrath of God. 
Sometimes the Lord uses preaching to admonish you when 
you see that there are things that He requires of you 
that either you didn’t know, or you knew but were trying 
to block those things out of your mind because of sin. 
Sometimes it is comforting when you are going through 
difficult times and you know that it is for such as you 
that God ordained that comfort. 
But whatever the effect, it is always good, for it is 
the Word of God, and you need to hear all of it for 
your building up and establishing in Christ. 

But with regard to worship, this is one of those elements that 
cannot be performed in private, but only in public. 
a. You may read the Word of God and study it for yourself. You 

b. But the official proclamation of Christ’s word to His people 
may explain and apply it to your family in family worship. 

may only be done by Christ’s ambassadors. Paul writes, 

ENTREATING THROUGH US; WE BEG YOU ON BEHALF OF CHRIST, BE 
RECONCILED TO GOD” (2 Cor. 5:20). 

c. It is through His ministers that the Lord Himself entreats 
you to be reconciled to Him. 
(i) He does not want just anyone to undertake this office. 

He gives to you a serious warning in the book of James, 
”LET NOT MANY OF YOU BECOME TEACHERS, MY BRETHREN, 
KNOWING THAT SUCH AS WE SHALL INCUR A STRICTER JUDGMENT” 
( 3 :  I ) .  
A man must first of all be ordained to it by the laying 
on of hands of the Presbytery, when they have found that 

”THEREFORE WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST, AS THOUGH GOD WERE 

(ii) 

(iii) 
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such a one is qualified. Paul wrote to Timothy, ”DO NOT 
NEGLECT THE SPIRITUAL GIFT WITHIN YOU, WHICH WAS BESTOWED 
UPON YOU THOUGH PROPHETIC UTTERANCE WITH THE LAYING ON OF 
HANDS BY THE PRESBYTERY” ( 1  Tim. 4: 14). 
And the Presbytery should not be too quick in ordaining 
any man to the ministry, for Paul warns Timothy, ”DO NOT 
LAY HANDS UPON ANYONE TOO HASTILY AND THUS SHARE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SINS OF OTHERS; KEEP YOURSELF FREE 
FROM SIN” ( 1  Tim. 5: 22). 

by which He communicates His will to His people. 
a. And because Christ has ordained it in His church, you are to 

receive it as you would God’s Word itself. 
b. You are not to receive it because it is man’s word, but 

because it is His Word. 
c. If it were merely the word of man, then it would need to be 

treated as such. But if the word preached reflects the 
truth of God, then it comes with the highest authority that 
there could possibly be: God’s authority, and it must be 
heeded. 

(iv) 

4. And so Christ has appointed preaching in His church as a means 

B. And This Brings Us to the Second and Last Element of Worship that We 
Will See This Evening, the Conscionable Hearing of the Word 
Preached. 
1.  If you are a slave of Christ from the heart, you will certainly 

want to hear all the will of your Lord, even as Cornelius who, 
when he received the messengers that the angel of the Lord had 
sent, said, ”NOW THEN, WE ARE ALL HERE PRESENT BEFORE GOD TO 
HEAR ALL THAT YOU HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY THE LORD” (Acts 10:33). 
a. The servant waits upon His Lord to hear His good pleasure. 
b. And so you too, if you are the Lord’s servant, will listen 

to His Word. 

2. But for the Word to be of profit to your souls, there are 
certain things which must accompany your hearing. 
a. First, you must hear the word with faith. The author to the 

Hebrews writes, ”FOR INDEED WE HAVE HAD GOOD NEWS PREACHED 
TO US, JUST AS THEY ALSO [that is, the Israelites in the 
wilderness]; BUT THE WORD THEY HEARD DID NOT PROFIT THEM, 
BECAUSE IT WAS NOT UNITED BY FAITH IN THOSE WHO HEARD” 
(4:2). You must believe that it is God’s Word, believe 
what it says, and act in faith upon it. 

fear. The Lord said through Isaiah the prophet, ”BUT TO 

SPIRIT, AND WHO TREMBLES AT MY WORD” (66: 2). There should 
be a holy fear in your heart that you should ever turn aside 
from what He declares only to face His wrath. 

c. And lastly, you must have a willingness to do whatever He 
says to you. James wrote, BUT PROVE YOURSELVES DOERS OF THE 
WORD, AND NOT MERELY HEARERS WHO DELUDE THEMSELVES. . . . 
ONE WHO LOOKS INTENTLY AT THE PERFECT LAW, THE LAW OF 
LIBERTY, AND ABIDES BY IT, NOT HAVING BECOME A FORGETFUL 
HEARER BUT AN EFFECTUAL DOER, THIS MAN SHALL BE BLESSED IN 
WHAT HE DOES” (James I: 22, 25). 

d. The blessing of God does not rest upon you if you come and 

b. Second, you must also tremble when you hear it with godly 

THIS ONE I WILL LOOK, TO HIM WHO IS HUMBLE AND CONTRITE OF 
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listen to the preaching of the Word. It is not the hearers 
who are blessed, but those who actually do it. To hear and 
not to do is only hypocrisy. But to hear with the purpose 
of doing all that your Lord commands, is an act of 
loving obedience, and a conscionable hearing of the Word. 

Do you pray and ask God to grant you ears to hear His Word 
in the preaching of it? Do you believe that it comes from 
Him and receive it as His very Word? Do you tremble in 
godly fear that you should ever turn away from it, and 
endeavor to do it with all your might? If so, then James 
says that you will be blessed in what you do. 

that you are going to gain anything by merely listening and 
not doing. Just as you derive no pleasure in asking your 
children to do something that they refuse to do, so the Lord 
derives no pleasure from His children when they hear His 
Words, but neglect to retain them and to do them. 

g. May God grant to all of us the grace to listen and to learn. 
May He help us to see just how important His Word really is. 
May He help us to treat it as such, and to endeavor to make 
it the standard of our lives. 

h. So far we have seen that prayer, and the reading, preaching, 
and hearing of the Word are parts of the regular worship of 
God. Next week we will look further at what God commands. 
Amen. 

e. And so are you being faithful in the public worship of God? 

f. If not, then you are only deluding yourself if you think 


