
”Biblical Worship, Part 2” 
(Exodus 20: 4-6 ) 

Introduction: Last week we began to see just how seriously the Lord takes His 
worship. Worship, as we have seen, is our obligation to our God in the 
gracious covenant into which He calls us. A special part of our duty is to 
give to Him the glory and honor and praise which is His due. He not only 
requires it of us, but it is something that He loves to receive from us, and 
it is a blessing that we can offer it to Him and that He does receive it. For 
when we do worship Him, we received more in blessing than we ever give to Him. 
But the thing that I want to stress this evening is that if He is to receive 
it, if it is to be acceptable to Him, it must be pure; it must be in 
accordance with His Word. 

Last week, we were laying the foundation for this principle by looking at 
the language of the commandment itself. We noticed that the commandment does 
not forbid the making of images in general. It does not in other words 
prohibit art. But what it does forbid is the worship of God through art. God 
does not want us to worship Him through any images of any kind. He does not 
want our worship to be directed toward anything but Himself alone. ”GOD IS 
SPIRIT, AND THOSE WHO WORSHIP HIM NUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH” [John 
4:24) .  
images, that we ought not to make them for that purpose at all, nor should we 
show any image any kind of religious service whatsoever as some historic 
branches of the church have done. This, God tells us in no uncertain terms, 
is abhorrent to Him and is unacceptable as worship. 

This week, I would like to develop the larger principle which is taught to 
us in this second commandment. It does not deal only with the use of images 
in worship, but with the worship of God in general. It tells us that God will 
only receive our worship if it is done in the way that He has prescribed. And 
what we want to look at tonight is that, 

And it goes without saying that if God will not be worshiped through 

God tells you how He wants you to worship Him and to worship Him in 
any other way is not acceptable. 

I. First, The Bible Clearly Tells Us That God Will Not Receive Any Worship 
That We Care to Offer Him. 
A. God Will Not Be Worshiped Or Served According to the Commandments of 

Men. 
1.  The Lord is the ruler of His kingdom, and He alone has the 

2. And because He is the sovereign Law Maker, He tells us what we 

3.  And do you think that God takes obedience to His commandments 

authority to govern. He is the Law Maker. 

are to do, and we are bound to obey Him. 

seriously? Do you think it is not really that important to Him 
whether we obey Him or not? Is the purpose of God’s grace to make 
us more slack and negligent in our service to Him? Of course it 
isn’t! God’s grace covers our sins when we disobey Him. For this 
we should be eternally thankful. But we are never to sin that 
grace might increase (Rom. 6 : l ) .  We are always to strive after 
perfection, which is the same thing as Christ-likeness. 

4. But what is true of obedience to the commandments in general, is 
also true of our obedience to the ordinance of worship in 
particular. Calvin wrote, ”But how important do we think it 
that the Lord is deprived of his Kingdom, which he so sternly 
claims for himself? But it is taken away whenever he is 
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worshiped by laws of human devising, inasmuch as he wills to be 
accounted the sole lawgiver of his own worship" (Institutes 
4. 10.23). 

5. The Lord takes His commandments seriously, even when His people 
do not. The Lord warned His people Israel through the prophet 
Isaiah, "BECAUSE THIS PEOPLE DRAW NEAR WITH THEIR WORDS AND 
HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIP SERVICE, BUT THEY REMOVE THEIR HEARTS 

LEARNED BY ROTE, THEREFORE BEHOLD, I WILL ONCE AGAIN DEAL 
MARVELOUSLY WITH THIS PEOPLE, WONDROUSLY MARVELOUS; AND THE 
WISDOM OF THEIR WISE MEN SHALL PERISH, AND THE DISCERNMENT OF 
THEIR DISCERNING MEN SHALL BE CONCEALED" (Isa. 29:13-14). 
Their reverence, or worship, was not what the Lord had 
commanded. They had substituted their own traditions which 
they had learned by rote. So not only were they not worshiping 
God as He commanded, they also did what they did with their 
hearts unimpassioned. 

passage in Isaiah, He said, "YOU HYPOCRITES, RIGHTLY DID ISAIAH 
PROPHESY OF YOU, SAYING, THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, 

WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN" (Matt. 
15:8-9). Again, what He is condemning here is the vain worship 
of God through their own devises, rather than worshiping Him as 
He commanded. 

7. And this becomes all the more important to us when we realize 
that all of life is an offering of worship to the Lord; all of 
life is to be one continual act of praise and consecration to 
Him. Paul wrote, "I URGE YOU THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE 
MERCIES OF COD, TO PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING AND HOLY 

WORSHIP" (Rom. 12: 1 ). 

us what is acceptable and what is not acceptable. We must search 
His holy Word and judge all that we do by it. We must consecrate 
our entire selves to His glory, if we are to be pleasing to Him. 
This principle, then, is broad enough to include all that you do 
and think and say. It includes your whole life. 

FAR FROM ME, AND THEIR REVERENCE FOR ME CONSISTS OF TRADITION 

6. Christ rebuked the Pharisees for the same thing, quoting the 

BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. BUT IN VAIN nu THEY 

SACRIFICE, ACCEPTABLE TO an, WHICH IS YOUR SPIRITUAL SERVICE OF 

8. All of life is to be governed by this holy principle. God tells 

B. But Returning Now to the Subject of Worship, We Will Now Look at the 
Danger of Placing Our Own Ideas Above the Commandments of God. 
1.  When God clearly tells us how He wants something to be done, and 

yet we do not listen but do what we want to do, we sin against 
God. 

Church. 
a. We saw last week that the children of Israel made a golden 

calf and called it Elohim, the name of the God of creation, 
and they proclaimed a feast to the Lord. They sought to 
worship the true God through an idol made in the likeness of a 
mere creature. But this greatly angered the Lord, so that He 
sent Moses went down to them to say, "'THUS SAYS THE LORD, THE 

2. We see this happening again and again in the Old Testament 

CoD OF ISRAEL, "EVERY MAN OF YOU PUT HIS SWORD UPON HIS THIGH, 
AND co BACK AND FORTH FROM GATE TO GATE IN THE CAMP, AND KILL 
EVERY MAN HIS BROTHER, AND EVERY MAN HIS FRIEND, AND EVERY MAN 
HIS NEIGHBOR. "' SO THE SONS OF LEV1 DID AS MOSES INSTRUCTED, 
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d. We are also told that two of Aaron’s sons decided to 
introduce something new into God’s worship. 
Leviticus 10: 1-3, ”NOW NADAB AND ABIHU, THE SONS OF AARON, 

THEM, PLACED INCENSE ON IT AND OFFERED STRANGE FIRE BEFORE 
THE LORD, WHICH HE HAD NOT COMMANDED THEM. AND THE FIRE 
CAME OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD AND CONSUMED THEM, 

’IT IS WHAT THE LORD SPOKE, SAYING, ”BY THOSE WHO COME NEAR 
ME I WILL BE TREATED AS HOLY, AND BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE I 
WILL BE HONORED.”’ SO AARON, THEREFORE, KEPT SILENT. ” 

e. We are not really told why it is that Nadab and Abihu did 
this. Was it because they maliciously wanted to distort the 
worship of God? Were they seeking to tempt the Lord and to 
see just far they could push Him? The motivation behind 
what they did is not really the issue here. Rather, in all 
these examples we learn that God will be treated as holy. 
We are taught by the incident of Uzzah and the ark of God 
that even well intended actions on our part are not 
acceptable God if they are not in accordance with His will. 

We read in 

TOOK THEIR RESPECTIVE FIREPANS, AND AFTER PUTTING FIRE IN 

AND THEY DIED BEFORE THE LORD. THEN MOSES SAID TO AARON, 

AND ABOUT THREE THOUSAND MEN OF THE PEOPLE FELL THAT DAY” (Ex. 
32:27-28). And after that we are told, ”THEN THE LORD SMOTE 

AARON HAD MADE” (v. 35). The Israelites quickly turned away 
from the commandment of the Lord and did what was right in 
their own eyes. 
We also saw that Jeroboam had made for himself a pair of 
golden calves, and introduced a new place and a new way of 
worshiping God through a means that God hated. And this we 
are told became a stumbling block of offense to the 
succeeding generations of God’s people. After Jeroboam 
built the altar, God sent a prophet to speak against it 
saying, ”0  ALTAR, ALTAR, THUS SAYS THE LORD, ’BEHOLD A SON 

YOU HE SHALL SACRIFICE THE PRIESTS OF THE HIGH PLACES WHO 
BURN INCENSE ON YOU, AND HUMAN BONES SHALL BE BURNED ON YOU” 
( 1  Kings 12:2). 
upon the priests who ministered there. 
But we have other examples in Scripture as well. God had 
set aside Aaron and his sons to minister as priests before 
Him forever. The other Israelites were not permitted by God 
to fulfill that function. But Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On 
believed that because all of the Lord’s people were holy, 
they should be able to perform the priestly function as 
well. They did not listen to what the Lord had said 
regarding his statutes and ordinances in worship. So they 
presumed to stand before the Lord and offer incense contrary 
to His will. Therefore we are told ”THAT THE GROUND THAT 
WAS UNDER THEM SPLIT OPEN; AND THE EARTH OPENED ITS MOUTH 
AND SWALLOWED THEM UP, AND THEIR HOUSEHOLDS, AND ALL THE MEN 
WHO BELONGED TO KORAH, WITH THEIR POSSESSIONS. SO THEY AND 
ALL THAT BELONGED TO THEM WENT DOWN ALIVE TO SHEOL; AND THE 
EARTH CLOSED OVER THEM, AND THEY PERISHED FROM THE MIDST OF 

CONSUMED THE TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN WHO WERE OFFERING THE 
INCENSE” (Num. 16: 31-33, 35). 

THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY DID WITH THE CALF, WHICH 

SHALL BE BORN TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID, JOSIAH BY NAME; AND ON 

God pronounced judgment upon the altar and 

THE ASSEMBLY. . . . FIRE ALSO CAME FORTH FROM THE LORD AND 
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Uzzah merely wanted to keep the ark from hitting the ground. 
He did not want the ark of God to be soiled. His intentions 
were good. But he did something which was clearly against 
the commandment of God. And God struck him down for it. 
The sons of Aaron offered strange fire, ”WHICH HE HAD NOT 
COMMANDED THEM. AND THE FIRE CAME OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF 
THE LORD AND CONSUMED THEM, AND THEY DIED BEFORE THE LORD.” 

to us, the less excusable is our wantonness in attempting 
anything” (ibid. ). 

g. But we might ask ourselves the question: Why does God take 
His worship so seriously? Why did He deal so harshly even 
with Uzzah who seemed to have only good intentions? Calvin 
replies, ”Many marvel why the Lord so sharply threatens to 
astound the people who worshiped him with the commands of 
men [Isa. 29:13-141 and declares that he is vainly worshiped 
by the precepts of men [Matt. 15:91. But if they were to 
weigh what it is to depend upon God’s bidding alone in 
matters of religion (that is, on account of heavenly 
wisdom), they would at the same time see that the Lord has 
strong reasons to abominate such perverse rites, which are 
performed for him according to the willfulness of human 
nature. For even though those who obey such laws in the 
worship of God have some semblance of humility in this 
obedience of theirs, they are nevertheless not at all humble 
in God’s sight, since they prescribe for him these same laws 
which they observe. Now, this is the reason why Paul so 
urgently wants us not to be deceived by the traditions of 
men [Col. 2:4ff. (”I SAY THIS IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MAY 
DELUDE YOU WITH PERSUASIVE ARUJMENT”)I, or by what he calls 
. . . ”will worship,” devised by men apart from God’s 
teaching [Col. 2: 23 (”THESE ARE MATTERS WHICH HAVE, TO BE 
SURE, THE APPEARANCE OF WISDOM IN SELF-MADE RELIGION AND 
SELF-ABASEMENT AND SEVERE TREATMENT OF THE BODY, BUT ARE OF 
NO VALUE AGAINST FLESHLY INDULGENCE”), 221. It is certainly 
true that our own and all men’s wisdom must become foolish, 
that we may allow him alone to be wise. Those who expect 
his approval for their paltry observances contrived by men’s 
will, and offer to him, as if involuntarily, a sham 
obedience which is paid actually to men, do not hold to that 
path. So it has been done for some centuries past, and 
within our memory, and is done today also in those places in 
which the authority of the creature is more than that of the 
Creator [cf. Rom. 1:251. There religion (if it still 
deserves to be called religion) is defiled with more, and 
and more senseless, superstitions than ever any paganism 
was. For what could men’s mind produce but all carnal and 
fatuous things which truly resemble their authors?” 
(Institutes 4.10.24). 

h. People of God, these warnings from Scripture tell us that we 
ought to pay close attention to what God says about how He 
will be worshiped and served. We are not to think that 
something which was certainly true in the Old Testament 
church is no longer true today. We are not now to think 
that though God was strict then, that today, anything goes. 
God still is a God of precision. He is one who never 

f. Calvin wrote, ”And the more clearly God’s will is revealed 
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changes. 
i. Just because something seems good to us, that does not mean 

that it will seem good to God. No, we do not often see 
great and terrible judgments being poured out on churches 
with false worship today. God seems to be showing far more 
mercy now than He did then, giving them a space of time in 
which to repent. 

j. But we mustn’t forget that God’s wrath is being stored up for 
the day of judgment. There is coming a day of reckoning. 

k. And we must also not forget that from time to time God’s 
wrath does break forth. Remember that the incident of 
Ananias and Sapphira occurred in the New Testament church. 
They were both struck down for lying to the Holy Spirit. 
God does chasten His church for sin. Peter wrote, ”FOR IT 
IS TIME FOR JUDGMENT TO BEGIN WITH THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD; AND 
IF IT BEGINS WITH US FIRST, WHAT WILL BE THE OUTCOME FOR 
THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY THE GOSPEL OF GOD?” ( 1  Pet. 4: 17). 

1. We must not rule out the fact that many churches may be in 
the circumstances that they are in today because of the 
wrath of God poured out on their sins. Perhaps their 
consciences are hardened and blinded against their sins as 
an act of God’s judgment. Perhaps they are allowed to go 
deeper and deeper into sin, because the Lord is drawing back 
His merciful restraints in answer to their desecration of 
Him. 

God, we must study His Word to tell us what it is that He 
wants, what it is that delights Him, what it is that He will 
accept or not accept. 

n. Now it is obvious that there have been many changes from the 
Old Testament forms of worship as we move into the New 
Testament. New Testament worship is much simpler and more 
spiritual. And yet there are clear elements given to us in 
Scripture, both by command and example, that are to be 
included. Next week, we will look at what the Lord tells us 
we ought to do in worship, and the following week, what we 
ought not to do. And as we look at these things, may the 
Lord give us the grace to examine our lives to see if we 
have allowed for anything which is displeasing to Him in our 
public or private worship. Amen. 

m. In this, as well as in all other areas of our service to 


