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 We have been looking over the last several Lord’s Day evening at what the covenant of 
marriage is all about, what the husband’s and wife’s roles in that covenant are, and how one of 
its primary purposes is to bear and rear children in the ways of the Lord.  Tonight, I would like to 
look at one last responsibility that the parents have in the rearing of their children, and that is to 
have oversight of their finding and choosing of a spouse.  I know that in today’s world, parents 
generally raise their children and then send them out on their own to find their own lifetime 
partners.  Now there is some legitimacy to this, because our children need to have some say in 
whom they will marry.  But it is not entirely right.  The Bible tells us that it is really the parents’ 
responsibility, particularly that of the fathers, to find a good match for their children, and that 
children should never get married without the consent of their parents.  This is what we will want 
to look at this evening.   
 Our passage takes place in the context of the exile and captivity of Israel.  Jeremiah had 
sent a letter to the exiles who were in Babylon, by the Word of the Lord, to give them directions 
on what they were to do while they were there.  He tells them that they were going to be there for 
a while, seventy years to be exact.  It wasn’t going to be a short stay.  This meant that for most of 
them, they would live their whole lives there and die there.  So what did the Lord want them to 
do?  Were they to be dressed in readiness and ready to go at any moment, as the Lord told the 
Israelites on the evening before He brought them out of Egypt?  No.  He wanted them to settle in.  
They were to build houses and live in them.  They were to plant gardens and eat its produce.  
They were to seek the welfare of the city they were in, because in its welfare, they would find 
welfare.  But there was one other thing they were to do, and that was to marry.  In our text, the 
Lord says, “Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your 
sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply 
there and do not decrease” (v. 6).  Those who didn’t have wives, and presumably who also didn’t 
have parents, were to take wives -- certainly from among God’s covenant people and not from 
the Babylonians --, and they were to bear and rear sons and daughters.  And the fathers were to 
take wives for their sons and give their daughters to husbands -- again within the covenant 
community --, so that they might establish covenant households, multiply there and not die out, 
because the Lord was planning at the end of that seventy years to bring His people again into the 
land of Israel to set things up for the coming of His Son, the Messiah.   
 Now in this last verse I read, verse 6, I believe we have a very simple statement of this 
last duty that covenant parents have to their children before they leave the house:  the Lord says, 
“Take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands,” that is, we are to be involved in 
providing wives for our sons and in giving our daughters to husbands in marriage.  This is 
what we are to be preparing them for their whole time with us, and this is to be the culmination 
of our work with them in our homes.   
 Now to understand our responsibility as parents, and for you children to understand your 
parents’ authority in this area, we will need to look at several passages in the Bible.   
 The first passage we should consider is Exodus 20:12, which gives to us as parents the 
fifth commandment regarding our children’s responsibility to honor us as their parents.  In it, the 
Lord tells us, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land 



 

which the LORD your God gives you.”  The word “honor” carries with it the idea of obedience.  
In the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, we read, “Likewise persons in positions of 
responsibility and authority were deserving of honor (Ex. 20:12; Mal. 1:6).  It is significant to 
remind oneself that giving honor or glory, is to say that someone is deserving of respect, 
attention and obedience.  A life which does not back up one’s honorable words is hypocrisy of a 
high form.  Israel was again and again guilty of honoring God with her lips, while by her actions 
making him appear worthless (Isa. 29:13) (1:427).  Children are to honor their parents, which 
means among other things that they are to obey them.  Some commentators go so far as to say 
that while children are under their parents’ authority, they are in the place of God to them, with 
regard to their authority over them, and that they remain in that relationship until that authority is 
passed over to another.  This is why the parents’ consent to the marriage union of their child is so 
necessary.  No one can take this God-given authority away from them.  It must pass from the 
parents to the son or to their daughter’s husband by their consent, as long as they are still alive.   
 Now the parents’ authority over their children is not the only consideration in marriage.  
Since the parents function as God in this relationship, they also need to provide for their children 
as God does for His.  This means that it is primarily their responsibility to find them spouses.  
Consider what we have seen of how the Lord provided a wife for His own son, Adam.  I don’t 
know if you realize this, but Adam was God’s son.  This is what Luke calls him in his Gospel.  
When he develops his genealogy, tracing the lineage of Christ, it is believed, from Mary to 
David, he goes even further than Matthew and traces it all the way back to Adam.  And as he 
concludes, his last entries are, “The son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of 
God” (3:38).  Adam was God’s Son.  Now how did God take care of His son Adam in this 
respect?  Well, as we already saw, after Adam had named all of the animals, and had noted that 
each one of them had a counterpart, one that corresponded exactly to their needs, he noticed that 
there was no creature that corresponded exactly to his.  And so the Lord resolved the problem by 
creating and bringing to him a wife.  He caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, took a rib from 
his side, made it into a woman, and then brought her to Adam to see what he thought of her.  
Here we see God, as a dutiful Father, providing His son with a wife, or as our text puts it, taking 
a wife for His son.  Here we also see the importance of the son’s role in accepting the choice of 
his Father.  God did not force Eve upon Adam, but He didn’t have to, since He made a woman 
who would perfectly suit His son.  This will be important when we consider how we are to go 
about finding spouses for our children or consider those to whom we would give our daughters.   
 But we have another example of this same thing.  God has another Son.  And what is His 
name?  The Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the only begotten Son of God, the One who was eternally 
God, who also took upon Himself our flesh.  Did God also provide a spouse for this Son?  We 
know that while He was in world, He never married.  But this wasn’t the reason He came into the 
world.  He came to live and to die for His people.  But this doesn’t mean that the Father never 
intended His Son to marry.  The Father has provided a bride for His Son, and it just so happens 
that this bride is made up of the same people Jesus came into the world to save.  The Father has 
chosen from all eternity to give His elect people to His Son as His spouse.  So again we see that 
our great and perfect model, after which all fatherhood is to be modeled, provided a wife for both 
of His sons, wives that were perfectly fitted for them.   
 This pattern holds up in the covenant community throughout the Bible.  Abraham desired 
to find a wife for his son Isaac, especially after he saw the way that the death of Sarah had 
affected him.  But not just any woman would do, certainly not from the land in which he was 
living.  So he charged his servant to go to his own country and relatives and to take a wife for 



 

Isaac from them.  So the servant went there and found Rebekah.  After he did, realizing that he 
could not take her without her parent’s consent, he went to her household and spoke with her 
father Bethuel and her brother Laban, who both gave their consent.  But her family realized, as 
did Abraham, that it would not be wise to force her to become Isaac’s wife against her will.  And 
so they also asked for her consent.  “They called Rebekah and said to her, ‘Will you go with this 
man?’  And she said, ‘I will go’ (Gen. 24:58).  And so she went with the servant and with her 
family’s blessing back to the land which the Lord had promised to give to Abraham.  When the 
servant returned, he told Isaac all that had happened.  And Isaac was pleased with Rebekah, and 
he took her, and she became his wife (vv. 66-67).   
 When it was time for Jacob to marry, Isaac also sent him back to his people to find a 
wife.  Esau, apparently against the will of his father, had married two Canaanite women who 
were a constant grief to his parents (Gen. 26:34-35).  He didn’t want the same thing to happen to 
his son Jacob, so he sent him to Paddan-aram to take a wife there from the household of Bethuel, 
his grandfather (28:1-2).  And so Jacob went, and when he arrived there, he saw Rachael out 
tending the sheep.  He found out before he saw her that she was the daughter of Laban from the 
house of Bethuel.  And immediately, he set his heart on obtaining her for his wife.  But in order 
to do this, he had to go to her father Laban and ask for his consent to the marriage, which he 
agreed to do for seven years labor (29:18-19).  I think you know how the story ends.  He served 
the seven years for Rachael, and when it was time to marry her, Laban sent Leah into his room 
instead of Rachael.  Jacob submitted to this, since there wasn’t much he could do.  Then he had 
to work another seven years to get Rachael.   
 One more example is that of Samson.  Samson, because of the Lord’s plan to bring 
judgment on the Philistines, took a liking to a Philistine woman.  And so he said to his father and 
mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get 
her for me as a wife” (Judges 14:2).  Even though his parents did not think it was a wise thing to 
do, they went down and arranged the marriage with her father.  I picked this example again to 
show that the son or the daughter in question had some say in the matter.  The parents did not 
force their children to marry those they didn’t want to.  But it is equally clear that the children 
could not marry without their parents’ consent.   
 This parental authority to give or to withhold in marriage holds true in the New Covenant 
as well.  At the end of 1 Corinthians 7, we read in verses 36-38, “If any man thinks that he is 
acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter, if she should be of full age, and if it must be so, 
let him do what he wishes, he does not sin; let her marry.  But he who stands firm in his heart, 
being under no constraint, but has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his own 
heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, he will do well.  So then both he who gives his own 
virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give her in marriage will do better.”  
All this is to show that not only the children themselves, but especially the parents, are very 
much involved in the process of selecting a spouse.  The authority of the parents is still 
recognized in our marriage ceremonies today by the question which is always asked, “Who gives 
this woman to be married to this man?”  The parents must give their consent, or the marriage 
cannot legitimately take place in God’s eyes.   
 So what does this mean when it comes to the parents’ responsibility in guiding their 
children into marriage?  It means that they are to play a very active role in bringing this about.  
They should be involved from the very earliest stages of the relationship.  This is one of the 
reasons why as parents, we will want to keep a close watch on the social environment of our 
children, especially when they are reaching early adulthood.  At this point, we should not allow 



 

them to socialize in private, but always in public, in group settings, such as at church.  We should 
also never allow them to keep company with those we don’t want them to form relationships 
with, because of the danger of becoming attached to someone who isn’t qualified to marry them.  
This is one of the reasons why it would be very unwise to send a son or a daughter to a college or 
university where they would be out from under our supervision, if they are not mature enough to 
submit to our instruction regarding their relationships.  There have been many professing 
Christian young men and young women who have fallen away from the Lord by becoming 
involved with non-Christians.  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be deceived, ‘bad 
company corrupts good morals.’”  It happens, and we need to make sure that we do all that we 
can to prevent it.  Even those who are truly converted can fall into sin for a time, long enough to 
ruin the rest of their lives.   
 When our children reach the age when they are mature enough to marry, this also means 
that when our sons or daughters want to see someone with marriage in mind, they must have our 
consent and the consent of the other person’s parents.  It is our responsibility as parents, as I have 
said, not to allow our children to form attachments which are not good for them.  This means that 
we will need to evaluate the man who would like to see our daughter, or the woman that our son 
would like to see.  If we don’t think that they are a good match, then we need to tell them so and 
why we believe it isn’t a good match.  Certainly, if it is a sinful match, if the person they are 
considering is not a Christian, or is not free to marry because of an unbiblical divorce, or is too 
closely related to them, then we must forbid that relationship.  But if the attachment is a good 
one from all the important aspects, and we can give our consent to it, then we also need to do 
what we can to insure that our children keep themselves pure while they are in the process of 
discerning whether or not it is the Lord’s will that they marry.  I would strongly suggest that 
during this time, they always be in a public place when together and with family members when 
in the house, and never alone.  Being alone can create a lot of temptation that doesn’t need to be 
there.  Our forefathers exercised a great deal of wisdom in this matter.  They would never allow 
their children to put themselves into compromising positions because they didn’t want them to 
ruin their lives and to lose the Lord’s blessing by losing their virginity.  For this reason, physical 
contact should also be very limited.  I would go so far as to say that a young man and woman 
should not kiss until they are married.  It is far too stimulating to the mind and body for anyone 
outside of the covenant of marriage.  In other words, the Hollywood model is not a good one.  It 
only leads to sexual immorality, not to biblical purity.   
 Now if after all the parents do to counsel and direct their children by controlling their 
social environment doesn’t end in the young man or woman making a suitable contact, then it is 
certainly appropriate for the parents to get involved to help them find one in other ways.  There 
was a woman, who was about forty years of age, who used to attend our church, who was hoping 
someday to find a suitable man to marry in the church, but didn’t.  When she was visiting her 
parents once out-of-state, they had found a Christian man with a good reputation they could 
approve of and introduced her to him.  They immediately took a liking to each other and were 
married a few months later.  As we have seen from the Scripture, it’s not only possible for us as 
parents to do this, it’s our responsibility.  We don’t need to wait until our children form their own 
attachments, we can make wise suggestions.  We just need to be sure that our suggestions are 
guided by the Scriptural model of an ideal husband or wife for our children, and not the world’s 
model.  Appearance and success is not what is most important.  Godliness is.   
 One last thing I would mention is that when our sons and daughters consider engagement, 
that again it not only have our consent as parents -- which must be there, or they should not have 



 

been seeing each other in the first place --, but that it also be made only if it is certain that they 
are going to marry.  As far as I can see, the Bible treats engagement as tantamount to marriage.  
Joseph was only engaged to Mary when he found that she was with child.  But in order to break 
the engagement, he would have had to divorce her (Matt. 1:19).  Moses also gave a 
commandment in the book of Deuteronomy that clearly shows that engagement constitutes 
marriage in God’s eyes.  He wrote, “If there is a girl who is a virgin engaged to a man, and 
another man finds her in the city and lies with her, then you shall bring them both out to the gate 
of that city and you shall stone them to death; the girl, because she did not cry out in the city, and 
the man, because he has violated his neighbor's wife.  Thus you shall purge the evil from among 
you” (Deu. 22:23-24).  An engagement is the offer and acceptance of a proposal of marriage, and 
as we saw this morning in Numbers 30, if this kind of a vow is made, with the consent of the 
couple’s parents, then it is binding and must be fulfilled.  This doesn’t mean that they already 
have the privileges of marriage, but it does mean that they have bound themselves to enter into 
that covenant.   
 Please keep these things in mind, young people, before you ever enter into an 
engagement or marriage covenant.  I know that what the Bible teaches is not as free and easy as 
the society we live in would tell us, but if you want a marriage that has the Lord’s blessing on it, 
there is no other way to go about it.  You’ll certainly be happy that you did.  And parents, if you 
want your children to have the Lord’s blessing, you must go about it this way too.  And if you 
want your children to accept this model, as opposed to the world’s model of dating and marriage, 
you must begin to train them from a very early age that this is the way the Lord wants it to be 
done.  May the Lord help us to be faithful in this very important area of life, and may He grant to 
our children, not only His salvation, but also godly spouses from which to build continuing 
faithful covenant households for His glory.  Amen.   


