
New Testament Survey 
(Part Two:  Acts) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  The NT is contains 27 books that may be divided into four subjects.   
a.  History:  The four Gospels and the Book of Acts.   
b.  Paul’s letters:  13 letters either generally to churches, to specific churches, or to 

specific individuals to address certain problems arising in the church.   
c.  General letters:  8 total letters, 5 authors, written to admonish, encourage and 

instruct Christians.   
d.  Revelation:  written by the apostle John, intended to address the coming 

destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, completing the transition from the Old 
Covenant to the New; and the Second Coming of Christ, the final judgment, and 
the establishing of the New Heavens and New Earth at the end of human history.   

 
2.  The New Testament as a covenant document:   

a.  Preamble:  The continuing revelation of our faithful covenant-keeping God.   
b.  Historic Prologue:  The fulfillment of His work of redemption in Christ.   
c.  Stipulations:  The clearest revelation of His holiness.   
d.  Sanctions:  Tells how Christ earns the blessing sanctions and takes the curse 

sanctions on Himself.   
e.  Disposition:  The NT is the covenant document, and its dissemination is 

commanded to be throughout the whole world.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  The Book of Acts contains all of these elements.   

a.  It further reveals God as a God of love and mercy, as well as of justice.   
b.  It chronicles the fulfillment of His covenant love to both Jews and Gentiles.   
c.  It gives us further instruction by way of example and command of how we are to 

live for God’s glory.   
d.  It chronicles the spread of God’s covenant blessings through the Gospel and gives 

further grounds for the coming curse sanctions against the Jews.   
e.  Though it doesn’t contain much regarding the completion of the other NT 

documents, it does show the dissemination of the Gospel throughout the world.   
 

2.  Primarily, the Book of Acts is the continuing history of the works of Jesus Christ.   
a.  The Gospel of Luke is a history of Christ’s work among His covenant people.   
b.  The Book of Acts is the continuing work of Christ, through His apostles, to the 

rest of the world (the Gentiles).   
c.  It chronicles the expansion of the early church according to the 

command/prophecy of Jesus before His ascension:  “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
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Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 
earth’” (1:8).   

 
II.  The Book of Acts.   

A.  Title.   
1.  The book has been called by its current title since the 2nd Century.   

a.  Originally, the title to the Gospel served as the title to Luke’s two-volume work.   
b.  When the second volume began to circulate independently of the Gospel in the 

second century, it was eventually given this title.   
c.  “The author styles it a ‘treatise’ (Ac 1:1).  It was early called ‘The Acts,’ ‘The 

Gospel of the Holy Ghost,’ and ‘The Gospel of the Resurrection’” (Easton).   
 

2.  The book is not really a history of the works of all the apostles.   
a.  Most of the apostles are mentioned only once in chapter one.   
b.  Afterwards, we learn only of the work of Peter, James and John.   
c.  The book really focuses on the work of Peter and Paul.   

(i)  Luke is not writing a history as much as he is telling the story of the ministry 
of these two men.  Peter, in the early part of the book (1-12, then at the 
Jerusalem Council, Acts 15), and Paul in the latter part of the book (End of 
chapter 7 – 28).   

(ii)  “It contains properly no account of any of the apostles except Peter and Paul. 
John is noticed only three times; and all that is recorded of James, the son of 
Zebedee, is his execution by Herod.  It is properly therefore not the history of 
the ‘Acts of the Apostles,’ a title which was given to the book at a later date, 
but of ‘Acts of Apostles,’ or more correctly, of ‘Some Acts of Certain 
Apostles’” (Easton).   

 
B.  Author.   

1.  The author nowhere mentions his name in either his Gospel or this book.  But there 
is no reason to believe it is anyone else but Luke.   

2.  “As regards its authorship, it was certainly the work of Luke, the ‘beloved physician’ 
(comp.) (Lu 1:1-4 Ac 1:1).  This is the uniform tradition of antiquity, although the 
writer nowhere makes mention of himself by name.  The style and idiom of the 
Gospel of Luke and of the Acts, and the usage of words and phrases common to 
both, strengthen this opinion.  The writer first appears in the narrative in (Ac 16:11) 
and then disappears till Paul's return to Philippi two years afterwards, when he and 
Paul left that place together (Ac 20:6) and the two seem henceforth to have been 
constant companions to the end.  He was certainly with Paul at Rome (28) (Col 
4:14).  Thus he wrote a great portion of that history from personal observation.  For 
what lay beyond his own experience he had the instruction of Paul.  If, as is very 
probable, 2 Tim. was written during Paul's second imprisonment at Rome, Luke was 
with him then as his faithful companion to the last (2Ti 4:11).  Of his subsequent 
history we have no certain information” (Easton).   
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C.  Date.   
1.  “The time of the writing of this history may be gathered from the fact that the 

narrative extends down to the close of the second year of Paul's first imprisonment at 
Rome.  It could not therefore have been written earlier than A.D. 61 or 62, nor later 
than about the end of A.D. 63.  Paul was probably put to death during his second 
imprisonment, about A.D. 64, or, as some think, 66.”   

2.  “The place where the book was written was probably Rome, to which Luke 
accompanied Paul” (Easton).   

 
D.  Purpose.   

1.  To convey to Theophilus, a Gentile convert to Christianity, the continuing history of 
the work of Christ.   

2.  “The design of Luke's Gospel was to give an exhibition of the character and work of 
Christ as seen in his history till he was taken up from his disciples into heaven; and 
of the Acts, as its sequel, to give an illustration of the power and working of the 
gospel when preached among all nations, ‘beginning at Jerusalem.’  The opening 
sentences of the Acts are just an expansion and an explanation of the closing words 
of the Gospel.  In this book we have just a continuation of the history of the church 
after Christ's ascension.  Luke here carries on the history in the same spirit in which 
he had commenced it.  It is only a book of beginnings, a history of the founding of 
churches, the initial steps in the formation of the Christian society in the different 
places visited by the apostles.  It records a cycle of ‘representative events.’  All 
through the narrative we see the ever-present, all-controlling power of the ever-living 
Saviour.  He worketh all and in all in spreading abroad his truth among men by his 
Spirit and through the instrumentality of his apostles” (Easton).   

 
E.  Structure.   

1.  “The key to the contents of the book is in (Ac 1:8) ‘Ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.’  After referring to what had been recorded in a ‘former treatise’ of the sayings 
and doings of Jesus Christ before his ascension, the author proceeds to give an 
account of the circumstances connected with that event, and then records the leading 
facts with reference to the spread and triumphs of Christianity over the world during 
a period of about thirty years.”   

2.  The book begins with the ascension and the events of Pentecost (A.D. 30) and ends 
with Paul’s first imprisonment (A.D. 63 or 64).  The whole book may be divided into 
three parts:   
a.  “Chaps. 1-12, describing the first twelve years of the Christian church.  This 

section has been entitled ‘From Jerusalem to Antioch.’  It contains the history of 
the planting and extension of the church among the Jews by the ministry of 
Peter.”   

b.  “Chaps. 13-21, Paul's missionary journeys, giving the history of the extension and 
planting of the church among the Gentiles.”   

c.  “Chaps. 21-28, Paul at Rome, and the events which led to this.  Chaps. 13-28 have 
been entitled ‘From Antioch to Rome.’  In this book it is worthy of note that no 
mention is made of the writing by Paul of any of his epistles.  This may be 
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accounted for by the fact that the writer confined himself to a history of the 
planting of the church, and not to that of its training or edification.  The relation, 
however, between this history and the epistles of Paul is of such a kind, i.e., 
brings to light so many undesigned coincidences, as to prove the genuineness and 
authenticity of both, as is so ably shown by Paley in his Horae Paulinae [The 
Time of Paul]. ‘No ancient work affords so many tests of veracity; for no other 
has such numerous points of contact in all directions with contemporary history, 
politics, and topography, whether Jewish, or Greek, or Roman.’ Lightfoot” 
(Easton).   

 
F.  Themes.   

1.  This book chronicles the continuing work of Jesus Christ through His Holy Spirit.   
a.  Another way of looking at the two volumes is the see Luke as the record of the 

works of Christ in the days of His flesh, and Acts as the continuing work of Christ 
through the person of the Spirit.   
(i)  The opening verse makes it clear that his Gospel dealt with the things Jesus 

began to do and teach, while Acts deals with what He continued to do and 
teach mainly through the ministry of Peter and Paul.   

(ii)  As Jesus was anointed by the Spirit at the beginning of His ministry, so the 
Lord sends His Spirit to anoint His church at the beginning of her ministry to 
begin the evangelization of the world.   

 
b.  The work of the Spirit is definitely highlighted:   

(i)  The disciples were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, He 
empowered them to be witnesses to Christ’s resurrection and to proclaim the 
Gospel, He gave them the ability to speak the Gospel in foreign languages 
(Acts 1-2).   

(ii)  He empowered Peter to preach on the Day of Pentecost a sermon the Lord 
used to convert 3000 men (2).   

(iii)  He empowered Peter and John to heal the lame man at the Beautiful Gate in 
the temple, again to preach the Word so that many were converted (3).   

(iv)  He empowered Peter and John to boldly profess Christ in the face of the 
Jewish leaders, He came in answer to prayer, filling the apostles, giving them 
the power to boldly testify of Jesus Christ (4).   

(v)  He struck Ananias and Sapphira dead at the feet of Peter for lying, bringing a 
holy fear on all the people (5).   

(vi)  He empowered Stephen to boldly proclaim Christ in the face of those who 
hated Him, even though it meant his death – and he died, by God’s grace, in a 
way similar to that of his Lord (6-7).   

(vii)  He directed Philip to Samaria where he preached and many were converted, 
He came in answer to the ministry of Peter and John and filled the Samaritans, 
He impelled Philip into the wilderness where he preached to the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, who was subsequently converted and baptized (8-9).   

(viii)  He stopped Paul on the road to Damascus and converted Him to Christ; He 
empowered Paul to preach to the Damascenes (9).   
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(ix)  He compelled Peter through a vision to preach to Cornelius and his 
household, with the result that the first Gentiles came to Christ (10).   

(x)  When Peter was arrested, He moved on the hearts of the church to pray and 
sent an angel to deliver Peter in answer to their prayers (12).   

(xi)  He set apart Paul and Barnabas to the work of missions, and later Silas, and 
sent them into the field, guiding them along the way and bearing witness to 
their preaching as they brought both Jews and Gentiles the message of the 
Gospel (13-20).   

 
2.  Obviously, the book has a very strong missionary thrust.   

a.  Christ’s ministry was not only to make the Gospel possible through His life and 
death, but also to preach that Gospel to the Jews.   

b.  In the Book of Acts, that work is continued through His disciples.   
(i)  Beginning by the evangelization of the Jews in Jerusalem and Judea.   
(ii)  Continuing with the half-Jew, half-Gentile Samaritans.   
(ii)  And ending with the remotest parts of the earth (3 Missionary Journeys).   
 

3.  Acts tells us what the Gospel was that they preached.   
a.  Not God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.   
b.  But repent and believe the Gospel:  “So, King Agrippa, I did not prove 

disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept declaring both to those of Damascus 
first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even 
to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance” (Acts 26:19-20).   

 
4.  Another theme is the rejection of the Gospel by the Jews, but the acceptance of the 

Gospel by the Gentiles.   
a.  The Gospel was to go first to the Jews, since it was the fulfillment of the promises 

made to them.   
(i)  “These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them:  ‘Do not go in the way of 

the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.  And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand”’” (Matt. 10:5-7).   

(ii)  This explains why Jesus told His disciples that they should start in Jerusalem, 
then preach in Judea, then Samaria, and then to the remotest part of the earth 
(Acts 1:8).   

(iii)  Even as in the Old Covenant, one would need to come to the Jews to find 
salvation, so now in the New Covenant, salvation would begin with the Jews 
and emanate from there to the rest of the world.  

 
b.  But when the Jews, for the most part, rejected the Gospel, God turned to the 

Gentiles.   
(i)  “Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, ‘It was necessary that the word 

of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.  For so the 
Lord has commanded us, “I have placed you as a light for the gentiles, that you 
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may bring salvation to the end of the earth.”’  When the Gentiles heard this, 
they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had 
been appointed to eternal life believed.  And the word of the Lord was being 
spread through the whole region” (Acts 13:46-49).   

(ii)  Paul tells us that this happened that the Lord might provoke the Jews to 
jealousy, as they see the Gentiles inheriting the blessings which were meant for 
them (Rom. 11:11, 13-14).   

 
5.  Miscellaneous themes:   

a.  We see something of the early life of the church.   
(i)  The teaching and fellowship of the early church (2).   
(ii)  The importance of sharing possessions to help with the needs of others (4-5).   
(iii)  The establishing of the office of deacon to help take care of the needs of the 

Hellenistic widows (6).   
 

b.  The observation of the first day of the week as a day of worship (Acts 20:7).   
c.  The importance of prayer.   

(i)  The disciples were praying prior to the coming of the Spirit on Pentecost (1).   
(ii)  The disciples were devoting themselves to prayer (2).   
(iii)  The disciples prayed when Peter and John were released and were filled with 

the Spirit and power (4).   
(iv)  The diaconate was formed so that the apostles could devote themselves to 

prayer and the ministry of the Word (6).   
(v)  The church prayed when Peter was arrested (12).   
 

d.  The way the early church worked through theological disputes (15).   
e.  The desire of the Spirit to maintain unity in the church by having an apostle 

present before the Spirit was poured out (8, 10, 19).   
f.  The persecution of the early church:   

(i)  By the rulers of Israel (4).   
(ii)  The first martyr, Stephen, by the Jews (7).   
(iii)  The second martyr, James, by Herod (12).   
(iv)  Paul, by the Jews at Damascus (9), on his missionary journeys (13-21), by 

the Jews in Jerusalem (21-26).   


