
“OT Survey:  Obadiah, Jonah, Micah” 
(Overview) 

 
 
 

I.  Obadiah.   
A.  Name.   

1.  The book takes its name from its author, Obadiah (1:1).   
2.  Who was Obadiah?   

a.  His name means “Servant of Jehovah.”   
b.  We know nothing about him except that he was a prophet and that he wrote 

this prophecy.   
 
B.  Date:  “The book of Obadiah “consists of one chapter, ‘concerning Edom,’ its 

impending doom (Ob 1:1-16) and the restoration of Israel (Ob 1:17-21).  This is the 
shortest book of the Old Testament.  There are on record the account of four captures 
of Jerusalem, 1) by Shishak in the reign of Rehoboam (1Ki 14:25), 2) by the 
Philistines and Arabians in the reign of Jehoram (2Ch 21:16), 3) by Joash, the king 
of Israel, in the reign of Amaziah (2Ki 14:13), and 4) by the Babylonians, when 
Jerusalem was taken and destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar (B.C. 586).  Obadiah (Ob 
1:11-14) speaks of this capture as a thing past.  He sees the calamity as having 
already come on Jerusalem, and the Edomites as joining their forces with those of the 
Chaldeans in bringing about the degradation and ruin of Israel.  We do not indeed 
read that the Edomites actually took part with the Chaldeans, but the probabilities are 
that they did so, and this explains the words of Obadiah in denouncing against Edom 
the judgments of God.  The date of his prophecies was thus in or about the year of 
the destruction of Jerusalem.  Edom is the type of Israel's and of God's last foe (Isa 
63:1-4).  These will finally all be vanquished, and the kingdom will be the Lord's 
(Cf. Ps 22:28) (Easton).   
 

C.  Purpose:  “The prophet’s purpose is to show that Edom’s actions towards Judah will 
be punished, but Judah herself will be glorified.  1-14 contain the heading (verse 1), 
and the general threat against Edom.  Edom trusted in her pride, but God will bring 
her low, confounding her mighty men.  Edom’s conduct was unbrotherly (verse 12) 
and the Lord points out to her what she should not have done.  15-21 announce the 
coming of the day of the Lord when Edom, like other nations, will be visited for her 
sin.  Nevertheless, there will be deliverance in Zion and the kingdom will belong to 
the Lord” (Young 261).   

 
II.  Jonah.   

A.  Name.   
1.  The book takes it name from its author, Jonah (1:1).   
2.  Who was Jonah?   

a.  His name means “dove.”   
b.  “Jonah was an Israelite, the son of Amittai, from Gath-hepher in Galilee” 

(Young 261).   
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B.  Date.   

1.  “The only mention of him outside the prophecy is in 2 Kings 14:25, which states 
that Jeroboam II restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the 
sea of the plain as God had spoken by Jonah.  We are not told at what precise time 
Jeroboam thus followed out the words of Jonah, but we do at least learn the time 
of Jonah’s ministry, since Jeroboam, under whom he exercised that ministry, 
reigned from 783-743 BC.”  This would make Jonah contemporary with Hosea, 
Amos, and Joel.   

2.  “While the prophecy itself is not dated, it is quite probable that Jonah wrote 
shortly after his return from Nineveh.  It is also quite possible that the prophet’s 
visit to Nineveh occurred shortly before the reign of Tiglath-Pileser” (Young 
261).   

 
C.  Structure.   

1.  Jonah 1:1-17  Jonah’s commission, disobedience, and punishment.   
2.  Jonah 2:1-10  Jonah’s prayer and deliverance.   
3.  Jonah 3:1-10  Jonah’s second commission, obedience, and Nineveh’s repentance.   
4.  Jonah 4:1-11  Jonah’s anger at God’s mercy, and the Lord’s rebuke.   

 
D.  Purpose:   

1.  “The fundamental purpose of the book of Jonah is not found in its missionary or 
universalistic teaching.  It is rather to show that Jonah being cast into the depths 
of Sheol and yet brought up alive is an illustration of the death of the Messiah for 
sins not His own and of the Messiah’s resurrection.  Jonah was an Israelite and 
servant of the Lord, and his experience was brought about because of the sins of 
the nations (Nineveh).  The Messiah was the Israelite and true Servant of the Lord 
whose death was brought about by the sins of the world.”   

2.  “‘For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the 
Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  The men of 
Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation and shall condemn it:  because 
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here’ 
(Mt. 12:40, 41).  Thus the experience of Jonah has as its basic purpose to point 
forward to the experience of that One who is ‘greater than Jonas.’”   

3.  “Furthermore, this experience of Jonah’s had great didactic value for the Israelites 
of his day.  Jonah, an Israelite, was cast into the sea and delivered in order that he 
might fulfill his mission.  So the nation, because of its disobedience, would have 
to pass through the waters of affliction, that a remnant might return to accomplish 
Israel’s mission in the world.”   

4.  “The ministry of Jonah also serves to point out the stubborn and rebellious 
character of the Israelites.  Many prophets had arisen, and the nations had not 
repented, but when Nineveh heard the words of one prophet, it repented in 
sackcloth and ashes.”   

5.  “Lastly, the mission of Jonah served to impress upon the Israelites the fact that 
the Lord’s salvation was not to be confined to one nation.  Israel was the servant 
to bring the knowledge of the Lord to the world” (Young 263-264).   
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6.  “Nineveh was spared after Jonah's mission for more than a century.  The history 
of Jonah may well be regarded ‘as a part of that great onward movement which 
was before the Law and under the Law; which gained strength and volume as the 
fullness of the times drew near’” (Easton).   

 
III.  Micah.   

A.  Name.   
1.  The book takes it name from its author, Micah (1:1).   
2.  Who was Micah?   

a.  His name means “who is like God.”   
b.  “A prophet’s name is important.  Names coupled with that of God or Lord 

signified the prophet’s attitude and allegiance and, in the case of Micah, was a 
challenge to false prophets and sinners” (Introduction).   

 
B.  Date.   

1.  This book is easy to date, since he tells us his ministry took place during “the 
days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah” (1:1; from 742-687 BC).   

2.  “In the light of Jeremiah 26:18, which asserts that Micah uttered the words of 
3:12 during the reign of Hezekiah, it may be inferred that Micah was a younger 
contemporary of Isaiah” (Young 266).   

 
C.  Structure.   

1.  Micah 1:1-2:13  Threats against Israel and Judah.   
a.  1:1  Superscription.   
b.  1:2-16  God’s anger against Samaria and Judah.   
c.  2:1-13  The reasons for God’s anger, followed by a promise of future 

deliverance.   
 

2.  Micah 3:1-5:15  Judgment followed by restoration.   
a.  3:1-12  Further reasons for judgment, ending with the announcement of 

Jerusalem’s destruction.   
b.  4:1-5:1  The establishment of God’s kingdom.   
c.  5:2-15  The birth of the new King and His kingdom.   
 

3.  Micah 6:1-7:20  God’s indictment against His people and their reply; promise of 
blessing.   
a.  6:1-16  God’s complaint.   
b.  7:1-20  God’s reproof and promise of mercy.   
 

D.  Purpose:  “The purpose of this short book which apparently, because of its 
fragmentary or desultory [random] character, presents a summary of Micah’s 
ministry, is to set forth the nature of God’s complaint against His people, to 
announce the certain punishment of sin and the sure salvation to come, which 
salvation will center about the appearance of the divine Messiah” (Young 269-270).   


