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Grace OPC Sunday Class 
Year:     2 of 4  Date:  Week 6 
Quarter: 2 of 4 Bible Survey 
Lesson Title: Survey of Joshua 
Lesson Purpose: To understand that the structure and contents of Joshua and look at some 

of its main themes 
 
Readings for next week: Hendrickson (H) Pp. 95-97, 223-224, 43-56 

Review  
Last week, concluded the Pentateuch.   

1. Origin - Moses 
2. Genesis – election 
3. Exodus – redemption  
4. Leviticus – worship and communion 
5. Numbers – service and walk of God’s redeemed people 
6. Deuteronomy – Moses repeats the Law and the promises to a new generation before 

they enter Canaan. 
God introduces Himself to Israel (and to us) 
There are many passages where our God declares His character, and many where He 
demonstrates it. 
The Creator Who calls things into being out of nothing - Omnipotent 

Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’ ”  

• Eternal, self existent, self-sufficient 
Exodus 34:6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps 
lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth 
generations.”  

• Compassionate (Love) in electing and redeeming a remnant – how many times does 
God choose (Abel, Seth, Noah, ………Abraham, Isaac, Jacob…..Moses?  How many 
times does He redeem (Adam and Eve, ……..Israel coming out of Egypt)? 

• Gracious – underserved promises of Messiah, promised land etc. after fall.   
• Patient as men sinned and sinned again and again 
• Merciful in sparing audacious sinners either for the sake of His people or because they 

were His people! 
• Full of truth – the Lawgiver 
• Just – seen in the flood, destruction of Pharaoh’s army etc. 

 
God’s dealings with Israel foreshadow His dealings with the spiritual Israel 
See God’s purposes in election standing fast 
See in His election of Abraham the promise of a spiritual seed 

• That is children of promise who are the heirs (Isaac) 
• Children born when all human possibility was gone 

See in The nation of Israel a picture of the church 
• Their numbers multiply in fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham 
• They are held captive by the enemies of God - slavery 
• Redeemed by God and brought out of captivity through the blood of the Passover 
• God acts to protect them and defeat their foes 



 y2q2w6_Joshua.doc 
 

Page 2 of 3 

• He supplies all their needs and prepares them for the fulfilment of the promised land 
 
God begins to reveal Christ to us in many ways 
See Christ in all the prophecies and promises (e.g. after the fall, Jacob’s last words, Balaam) 

types (Melchisedek, High Priest, The brazen serpent, Manna, water from Rock, Aaron’s 
rod…..) theophanies (The men who appeared to Abraham, the Angel who wrestled with 
Jacob, The Angel of the Lord who opposed Balaam……), the shadows (ceremonial law, 
Passover, ……) and characters (Adam, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Joshua……) 

 
This should excite us!!  This is why it is so good to read the Bible through and through, 
(Spurgeon - “Bleed the Bible”).  This is why Bible Survey is such a useful study. 

Who Wrote Joshua, and when? 
Joshua(!) – at least in large part 
Much written by someone who was an eye-witness (first 10 chapters) 
Written very early e.g.: 

Joshua 6:25 However, Rahab the harlot and her father’s household and all she had, Joshua spared; and she 
has lived in the midst of Israel to this day, for she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.  
Joshua 16:10 But they did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites live in the midst 
of Ephraim to this day, and they became forced laborers.  

But other sources contributed: 
Joshua 24:29 It came about after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being 
one hundred and ten years old. 30 And they buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which 
is in the hill country of Ephraim, on the north of Mount Gaash. 31 Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua 
and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, and had known all the deeds of the LORD which He had done 
for Israel. 32 Now they buried the bones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel brought up from Egypt, at Shechem, 
in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred 
pieces of money; and they became the inheritance of Joseph’s sons. 33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and 
they buried him at Gibeah of Phinehas his son, which was given him in the hill country of Ephraim.  

Compare: 
Joshua 15:63 Now as for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the sons of Judah could not drive them 
out; so the Jebusites live with the sons of Judah at Jerusalem until this day.  
2 Samuel 5:6 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, 
and they said to David, “You shall not come in here, but the blind and lame will turn you away”; thinking, “David 
cannot enter here.” 7 Nevertheless, David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is the city of David. 8 David said 
on that day, “Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let him reach the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s 
soul, through the water tunnel.” Therefore they say, “The blind or the lame shall not come into the house.” 9 So 
David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built all around from the Millo and inward. 
10 David became greater and greater, for the LORD God of hosts was with him.  

Seems to indicate authorship before David conquered Zion – i.e. before 1000 B.C. 

Structures for Joshua 
Promises of God to Patriarchs – abundant posterity and fertile land: 

Genesis 15:5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”  
Genesis 15:18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given 
this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:  
Genesis 28:13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham 
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. 14 “Your 
descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to the 
north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed.  

The first fulfilled in the Pentateuch: the second in Joshua. 
 
How shall we get a handle on this book? 
Hendricksen helpfully shows that Joshua gives us a handle himself: 
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Reference Expanded later in the book: 
Joshua 1:2 “Moses My servant is dead; now 
therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all 
this people, to the land which I am giving to 
them, to the sons of Israel.  

Chapters 1-5.  God causes His people to cross 
the Jordan and enter the Promised Land 

Joshua 1:5 “No man will be able to stand 
before you all the days of your life. Just as I 
have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will 
not fail you or forsake you.  

Chapters 5-12.  God causes His people to 
defeat His enemies 

Joshua 1:6 “Be strong and courageous, for 
you shall give this people possession of the 
land which I swore to their fathers to give 
them.  

Chapters 13-22.  God causes His people to 
inherit the land 

Joshua 1:7 “Only be strong and very 
courageous; be careful to do according to all 
the law which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 
left, so that you may have success wherever 
you go.  

Chapters 23-24. Joshua in his farewell 
address, emphasises Israel’s resulting 
obligation to worship and love God.  “Choose 
this day whom you will serve” 

 

Where is Christ in this Book? 
Joshua – leading God’s people into their inheritance as their captain 
But Christ is The Commander of the Armies of the Lord: 

Joshua 5:13 Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him and said to him, 
“Are you for us or for our adversaries?” 14 He said, “No; rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the 
LORD.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say to 
his servant?” 15 The captain of the LORD’S host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.  

Are you for us or our enemies? 
Neither – you are for me! 

How This Applies to Us 
 
The lessons of the victory at Jericho (Ch 6) 

– Obedience is rewarded with victory 
The lessons of the Defeat at Ai: (ch 7) 

– put no confidence in the flesh (7:3) 
– Disobedience will meet with defeat 

The lessons of Achan’s sin and the defeat at Ai (7:1-5) 
– the church is as strong as its weakest link and all may suffer through the 

weakness of that link 
The lessons of the Gibeonite deception (Ch 9) 

– the necessity of waiting upon the Lord to avoid being deceived by the enemies 
of God.  Put no confidence in the flesh! (9:14) 

– the necessity of being true to our words (Ch 10) 
– God turns the problem into a means of accomplishing His will – 5 kings 

defeated 
– Already there is contamination in the land God had commanded them to purge 

The illustration of entering into our inheritance with Christ as the Captain of our salvation 
Whom will you serve? 

Choose this day whom you will serve Joshua 24:15 “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose 
for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.”  


