
“OT Survey:  Joel and Amos” 
(Overview, Purpose) 

 
 
 

I.  Joel.   
A.  Name.   

1.  The book takes its name from the author Joel, the son of Pethuel (1:1).   
2.  Who was Joel?   

a.  His name means ‘Jehovah is God.”   
b.  Not much is known about him personally.  He seems to have been a resident of 

Judah, as he appears to have been commissioned to prophesy to them (see 
1:14; 2:1, 15, 32; 3:1, 12, 17, 20, 21).   

 
B.  Date.   

1.  His ministry probably took place during the reigns of Joash (Jehoash), Amaziah, 
and Uzziah (Azariah), between 810 – 750 BC, before the captivities of Israel (722 
BC) and Judah (605, 597, 586 BC).   

2.  This would make him a contemporary with Amos, Isaiah and Hosea.   
 

C.  Structure:   
1.  Joel 1:1-2:27:  The Plague of Locusts.   

a.  1:2-20  A description of the plague and a call to repentance.   
b.  2:1-17  The day of the Lord:  invasion by a mighty army; call to repentance.   
 

2.  Joel 2:28-3:21  The Blessing and Judgment of the Lord.   
a.  2:28-32  Revival and judgment.   
b.  3:1-21  Judgment on the nations; blessings for Israel.   

 
D.  Purpose:  “Joel’s purpose is to warn the nation of the need for humility and 

repentance and the certainty of coming judgment.  At the same time, he seeks to keep 
the heart of the people faithful to the promises of God by reminding them of the 
coming salvation and of the destruction of their and God’s enemies” (Young, 257).   

E.  Joel in the NT:  Acts 2:14-21.   
1.  Peter points to the outpouring of the Spirit and the speaking in differing languages 

as the sign of the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy in Joel 2:28-32.   
a.  This prophecy does not refer to a future time beyond Peter when the gift of 

tongues will be resurrected (Pentecostals and Charismatics).   
b.  Peter tells us that it was being fulfilled right then, “This is what was spoken of 

through the prophet Joel” (v. 16).   
 
2.  This outpouring of the Spirit signaled the beginning of the “last days.”   

a.  The beginning of the final dispensation of God’s dealing with mankind.   
b.  Or the final days of God’s dealing with Israel in the Old Covenant before its 

complete destruction in AD 70.   
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3.  These last days would be characterized by an increase in the Spirit’s ministry:   
a.  “I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind” (v. 17):  Gentile conversion.   
b.  “Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams” (v. 17):  Some of these dreams 
and visions are recorded in the NT.   

c.  “Upon my bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of 
My Spirit, and they shall prophesy” (v. 18):  The power of the Spirit would be 
present to grant bold testimony and witness of Christ (Acts 4:31).   

 
4.  It would also signal the coming of judgment on Israel for her rejection of 

Messiah.   
a.  Wonders in the sky and signs on the earth; sun turned into darkness and moon 

into blood (vv. 19-20):  Indicative of the coming political upheaval of Israel 
(cf. Matt. 24:29; Ez. 32:1-16).   

b.  “Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come” (v. 21):  Not the 
Second Coming of Christ, but His coming in judgment in the Roman armies 
against Israel in 70 AD.   

 
5.  This would mean an end of physical Israel as the Israel of God and bring in the 

New Covenant era of salvation to both believing Jews and Gentiles – the New 
Israel:  “And it shall be, that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (v. 21; cf. Rom. 10:13).   
 

II.  Amos.   
A.  Name.   

1.  The book takes it name from its author, Amos (1:1).   
2.  Who was Amos?   

a.  A man from Tekoa, a town five miles south-east of Bethlehem.   
b.  His name means “burden,” representing the burden God gave him for Israel 

(Cf. Zech. 9:1; 12:1).   
c.  He was a sheepherder and a grower of sycamore figs (7:14).   
d.  It was while serving in his vocation that the Lord called him, “But the Lord 

took me from following the flock and the Lord said to me, ‘Go prophesy to My 
people Israel” (v. 15).   

e.  The book indicates that those of the northern kingdom at that time were rich, 
self-confident and certain that no evil would come upon them (Young, 257).   

 
B.  Date.   

1.  He prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam II, son of 
Joash, king of Israel.   

2.  He was a contemporary of Joel, Isaiah and Hosea, ministering around 760 BC.  
He appears to quote Joel 3:16 in Amos 1:2.   

3.  “The period of Amos was a time of political security for Israel.  The struggle with 
Aram had ended with victory for Israel; Jeroboam had ‘restored the border of 
Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the sea of the Arabah’ (2 Kings 
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14:25).  The threat of Assyrian power under Tilgath-pilneser III (745-727 BC) 
had not yet developed” (Introduction, 835).   

 
C.  Structure.   

1.  Amos 1:1-2:16  Announcement against the nations.   
a.  1:1  Uzziah mentioned, possibly to show the legitimacy only of the Davidic 

line.   
b.  1:2  Theme:  The Lord speaks from Zion as the legitimate sanctuary.   
c.  1:3-3:3  Prophecies against the nations:  Damascus, Philistia, Phoenicia (Tyre), 

Edom, Ammon and Moab.  (The last three are related to Israel.)   
d.  2:4-16  Prophecies against Judah and Israel.   
 

2.  Amos 3:1-6:14  Judgment against Israel.   
a.  3:1-15  God’s quarrel with His people.   
b.  4:1-13  God’s punishments have not brought Israel’s repentance.   
c.  5:1-27  The Lord’s lament over Israel.   
d.  6:1-14  The lament continued.   

 
3.  Amos 7:1-9:15  Five visions of the coming judgment.   

a.  7:1-3  The plague of locusts.   
b.  7:4-6  The fire of judgment.   
c.  7:7-17  The plumbline:  God’s perfect justice the measuring line.   
d.  8:1-14  The basket of summer fruit:  a play on words:  basket (qayits) and the 

end (haqqets) has come.   
e.  9:1-10  The destruction of the sanctuary.   
f.  9:11-15  The promise of Messianic blessing.   
 

D.  Purpose:  “The prophecy of Amos is an example of the goodness of God to an 
unworthy nation.  The Israelites of the north had rejected the Davidic covenant and 
hence any claim to the promises of Jehovah.  At the same time, they were smug and 
confident in the belief that, since they were the chosen people, no calamity could 
come upon them.  They worshipped the Lord with their lips, but their hearts were far 
from Him.  Their lives were characterized by selfishness, greed, immorality, 
oppression of the poor.  There was no justice in the land.  To such a people came 
Amos, in order that he might warn them of the impending doom.  He does not 
mention the Assyrian by name, but clearly predicts the exile.  His purpose is to warn, 
but also to promise deliverance through Christ” (Young, 258).   


