
New Testament Survey 
(Part Eleven:  James, 1 & 2 Peter) 

 
 
 

I.  James.   
A.  Title:  Named after the author (1:1).   
B.  Author:  The author is believed to be James, the brother of our Lord Jesus.   

1.  James the son of Zebedee and brother of John never gained a place of prominence in the 
church and died too early to write this letter (Acts 12:2).   

2.  But James, the brother of the Lord Jesus, did become a leader early on.   
a.  He was the leading spokesman at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15).   
b.  The language of this letter is similar to his speech at that council.   
c.  His emphasis on Jewish tradition at the council matches this epistle.   
d.  Church tradition also identifies this James as the author.   

 
C.  Date and Occasion:   

1.  Audience:   
a.  “It was addressed to the Jews of the dispersion, ‘the twelve tribes scattered abroad’” 

(Easton).   
b.  Those to whom he writes are either believing Jews, or symbolically both Jews and 

Gentiles:  the NT church.   
(i)  Either he is addressing the Jews scattered by the Dispersion (by Assyria and 

Babylon) converted at Pentecost and making up Christian congregations 
throughout the Roman Empire.   

(ii)  Or he is speaking about the church in general using OT symbols.   
(iii)  Either way, he is writing to Christians to help them stay true to Christ.   
 

2.  Date:  “The place and time of the writing of the epistle were Jerusalem, where James 
was residing, and, from internal evidence, the period between Paul's two imprisonments 
at Rome, probably about A.D. 62” (Easton).   

3.  Occasion:  “The object of the writer was to enforce the practical duties of the Christian 
life.  The Jewish vices against which he warns them are, formalism, which made the 
service of God consist in washings and outward ceremonies, whereas he reminds them 
(Jas. 1:27) that it consists rather in active love and purity; fanaticism, which, under the 
cloak of religious zeal, was tearing Jerusalem in pieces (Jas. 1:20); fatalism, which 
threw its sins on God (Jas. 1:13); meanness, which crouched before the rich (Jas. 2:2); 
falsehood, which had made words and oaths play-things (Jas. 3:2-12); partisanship (Jas. 
3:14); evil speaking (Jas. 4:11); boasting (Jas. 4:16); oppression (Jas. 5:4).  The great 
lesson which he teaches them as Christians is patience, patience in trial (Jas. 1:2), 
patience in good works (Jas. 1:22-25), patience under provocation (Jas. 3:17), patience 
under oppression (Jas. 5:7), patience under persecution (Jas. 5:10), and the ground of 
their patience is that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, which is to right all wrong 
(Jas. 5:8).  ‘Justification by works,’ which James contends for, is justification before 
man, the justification of our profession of faith by a consistent life.  Paul contends for 
the doctrine of ‘justification by faith;’ but that is justification before God, a being 
regarded and accepted as just by virtue of the righteousness of Christ, which is received 
by faith” (Easton).   
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D.  Structure and Content.   
1.  Introduction.   

a.  James has been called the NT book of Proverbs.   
(i)  Proverbs focuses on the application of God’s Law to everyday life.   
(ii)  James does pretty much the same.   
 

b.  This is one of the reasons Luther had difficulty with it:   
(i)  He called it “an epistle of straw.”   
(ii)  He found little in it that pointed to Christ, at least in His redeeming work.   
(iii)  He later revised his view, seeing it more compatible with Paul than he first 

thought (Theopedia).   
 

c.  If we examine the book, we see something of his difficulty:   
(i)  Jesus Christ is mentioned by name in only two verses (1:1; 2:1), once to identify 

who James is – “a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” – and once 
to warn against holding faith in Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.   

(ii)  Faith is mentioned in 12 verses:   
(a)  Once in our text to refer to its testing (1:3).   
(b)  Twice to refer to how we should ask God for some mercy (1:6; 5:15).   
(c)  Once in the context of testing our faith to make sure it is not hypocritical 

(2:1).   
(d)  Once where he tells us that God has chosen the poor to be rich in faith (2:5).   
(e)  And seven verses where James emphasizes the works which faith produces 

(2:14, 17, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26).   
(f)  “Believe” is used in one verse to speak of the false faith of devils and of those 

who have faith like theirs (2:19).   
(g)  “Believed” is used once of Abraham’s faith to refer to the fact that his faith 

was shown to be genuine by his works (2:23).   
(h)  And “grace” is used once to refer to what God gives those who are humble 

(4:6).   
 
(iii)  The point is that James does not discuss salvation by grace through faith.  He 

doesn’t deny that faith alone justifies; rather, he emphasizes the fact that saving 
faith is not a barren or empty faith, but a faith that works, that makes a difference 
in the way we live.   
(a)  James does not look at obedience from the standpoint of a covenant of works.  

Rather, he sees it as the fruit of a genuine faith.   
(b)  We call this evangelical obedience:  obedience out of thankfulness/love.   
(c)  James shows us how true faith will make a difference in the way we live as 

Christians.   
(d)  It will move us lovingly and willingly to submit to God’s Law that we might 

become what God wants us to become:  perfect, as He is perfect (Matt. 5:48).   
 

2.  Outline:   
a.  Salutation  (1:1).   
b.  Trials (1:2-18).   

(i)  Testing faith produces endurance (1:2-4).   
(ii)  Faith necessary to receive wisdom in trials (1:5-8).   
(iii)  Trial of humble circumstances (1:9-11).   
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(iv)  Blessing of perseverance under trial (1:12).   
(v)  Temptation not from God (1:13-18).   
 

c.  Receive the Word (1:19-27).   
(i)  Be quick to hear (1:19-21).   
(ii)  Be doers and not hearers only (1:22-27).   

 
d.  The royal law (2:1-13).   
e.  Faith without works is dead (2:14-26).   

(i)  Faith without works cannot save (2:14-17).   
(ii)  Faith demonstrated by works (2:18).   
(iii)  Faith of demons not enough (2:19).   
(iv)  Examples of faith that works (2:20-26).   

 
f.  The tongue (3:1-17).   

(i)  Let not many be teachers (3:1-2).   
(ii)  Tongue small, but powerful (3:3-5).   
(iii)  Often influenced by hell (3:6).   
(iv)  Cannot be tamed (3:7-12).   
(v)  Speech that reflects godly wisdom (3:13-18).   

 
g.  Source of quarrels (4:1-10).   

(i)  Desiring the things of the world (4:1-4).   
(ii)  Pride (4:5-10).   
 

h.  Warning against judging one another (4:11-12).   
i.  Submission to God’s Providence (4:13-17).   
j.  Warning to the rich (5:1-6).   
k.  Be patient to the coming of the Lord (5:7-11).   
l.  Do not take false oaths (5:12).   
m.  Importance of prayer (5:13-18).   
n.  Watch out for one another (5:19-20).   

 
II.  1 Peter.   

A.  Title:  Named after the author (1:1).   
B.  Author:  Written by the apostle Peter (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion.   

1.  Peter’s first letter was “addressed to ‘the strangers scattered abroad’, i.e., to the Jews of 
the Dispersion (the Diaspora).  Its object is to confirm its readers in the doctrines they 
had been already taught.   Peter has been called ‘the apostle of hope,’ because this 
epistle abounds with words of comfort and encouragement fitted to sustain a ‘lively 
hope.’  It contains about thirty-five references to the Old Testament.  It was written 
from Babylon, on the Euphrates, which was at this time one of the chief seats of Jewish 
learning, and a fitting centre for labor among the Jews.  It has been noticed that in the 
beginning of his epistle Peter names the provinces of Asia Minor in the order in which 
they would naturally occur to one writing from Babylon” (Easton).   

2.  “The time and the place of the writing of 1 Peter, granting the authorship of Peter, are 
closely connected.  From 5:13 it appears that the epistle was written from ‘Babylon.’  
There was an Assyrian refugee settlement by that name in Egypt, where modern Cairo 
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is located.  But during the first century it was just a military post, and there is no 
traditional support for Peter’s residence there.”   

3.  “Babylon on the Euphrates is known to have sheltered a Jewish congregation in A.D. 
36, and there were Babylonian Jews in Jerusalem at Pentecost.  There may well have 
been a Christian Church there subsequently.  But toward the end of the reign of Caligula 
(d. A.D. 41) the Jewish colony in Babylon was scattered by violent persecution and 
massacre.  It seems quite improbable that this epistle was written from there.”   

4.  “There was an early and strong tradition for Peter’s residence in Rome during the latter 
part of his life. This idea was generally held throughout the church prior to the 
Reformation.  It is, perhaps, not impossible that the reformers, in urging Assyrian 
Babylon as the interpretation of Peter’s reference in 1 Peter 5:13, may have been 
motivated partly by their opposition to the claim that the Roman papacy had come down 
from Peter.  But the symbolic use of Old Testament names for existing cities was well 
known in apostolic times.  Paul compared Hagar and Mount Sinai to Jerusalem (Gal. 
4:25).  In Revelation 11:8 Jerusalem is called ‘Sodom and Egypt,’ and in Revelation 
17:18 it seems clear that the scarlet lady called ‘Babylon’ is a reference to Rome.  To 
the recipients of 1 Peter, who would have known at once from the bearer whence the 
letter had come, there would have been no problem about this discreetly veiled 
reference to Rome.”   

5.  Peter’s arrival in Rome is calculated by Chase (op. cit.) to have been about the end of 
A.D. 63.  Lightfoot sets it early in A.D. 64.  Paul’s coming to Rome as a prisoner had 
occurred earlier, in A.D. 61 or 62.  There is a tradition that Paul was released after two 
years in Rome, and that 2 Timothy was written shortly before his execution, later, 
outside Rome, which is thus dated in A.D. 67 or 68.  This second imprisonment is 
disputed, however, and those who dispute it place the writing of 2 Timothy about two 
years after Paul’s arrival in Rome and assign a date of A.D. 63 or 64.  This would come 
shortly before Paul’s martyrdom, and at about the time Peter is thought to have arrived 
in Rome.  It is interesting to note that Mark, who was summoned to Rome by Paul (2 
Tim. 4:11), was present with Peter when this first epistle was written, as was also Silas, 
Paul’s friend and one-time companion in travel (1 Pet. 5:12, 13).”   

6.  This epistle, then, may well have been written from Rome at about the time of the 
outbreak of the Neronian persecution in A.D. 64” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  “He counsels 1) to steadfastness and perseverance under persecution (1-2:10), 2) to the 
practical duties of a holy life (2:11-3:13),  3) he adduces the example of Christ and 
other motives to patience and holiness (3:14-4:19), and 4) concludes with counsels to 
pastors and people (ch. 5)” (Easton).   

2.  Outline.   
a.  Salutation (1:1-2).   
b.  Encouragement (1:3-12).   

(i)  Born again to a living hope, through the resurrection (1:3).   
(ii)  An imperishable inheritance (1:4).   
(iii)  Protected by the power of God (1:5).   
(iv)  Rejoicing in trials (1:6-9).   
(v)  That which prophets sought to understand (1:10-12).   

 
c.  Exhortations (1:13-5:10).   

(i)  Fix your hope on Christ (1:13).   
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(ii)  Like the One who called you:  be holy (1:14-16).   
(iii)  Conduct yourselves in fear (1:17).   
(iv)  Redeemed with precious blood (1:18-21).   
(v)  Love one another from the heart (1:22).   
(vi)  Born again by imperishable seed (1:23-25).   
(vii)  Put aside evil; long for the milk of the Word (2:1-3).   
(viii)  Living stones, a spiritual temple (2:4-5).   
(ix)  Christ the corner stone (2:6-8).   
(x)  A chosen race, a royal priesthood (2:9-11).   
(xi)  Keep your behavior excellent (2:11-12).   
(xii)  Submit to authority (2:13-18).   
(xiii)  God favors those who suffer unjustly (2:19-20).   
(xiv)  Christ’s example of suffering (2:21-25).   
(xv)  Wives, submit to husbands (3:1-6).   

(a)  As an example to disobedient husbands (3:1-2).   
(b)  Adorn the inner person with godliness (3:3-4).   
(c)  Example of Sarah (3:5-6).   
 

(xvi)  Husbands, grant your wives honor (3:7).   
(xvii)  Be kindhearted and humble (3:8-12).   
(xviii)  The blessing of suffering for righteousness (3:13-22).   

(a)  Do not fear them (3:13-14).   
(b)  Be ready to give an account for your hope (3:15).   
(c)  Keep a good conscience (3:16).   
(d)  Better to suffer for what’s right (3:17).   
(e)  Christ’s example and exaltation (3:18-22).   
 

(xix)  You have died with Christ:  cease from sin and live for God (4:1-6).   
(xx)  The end is near:  remain sober for the purpose of prayer (4:7).   
(xxi)  Keep fervent in your love for one another (4:8).   
(xxii)  Be hospitable (4:9).   
(xxiii)  Use gifts to serve one another (4:10-12).   
(xxiv)  Rejoice sharing the sufferings of Christ (4:13-17).   
(xxv)  Exhortations to elders (5:1-4).   
(xxvi)  Clothe yourselves with humility (5:5-6).   
(xxvii)  Cast your cares on Him (5:7).   
(xxviii)  Be on the alert for the devil and resist him (5:8-9).   
(xxix)  God will establish you after you’ve suffered (5:10).   

 
d.  Doxology (5:11).   
e.  Closing greetings (5:12-13).   
f.  Closing exhortation and benediction (5:14).   

 
 

III.  2 Peter.   
A.  Title:  Taken from the author (1:1).   
B.  Author:  Written by the apostle Peter (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion.   
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1.  “It appears to have been written shortly before the apostle’s death (2 Pet. 1:14)” 
(Easton).   

2.  “The epistle was probably written from Rome toward the end of Nero’s reign, most 
likely addressed to Christians in Asia Minor.  An exact date is difficult, but A. D. 66 is 
reasonable” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  “Peter’s purpose in writing is to warn against false teachers.  While these false teachers 
are not specifically identified, the danger of their teachings is sufficient to call a strong 
denunciation from the apostle and a prophecy of their destruction.  Peter condemns the 
spirit of lawlessness that false teaching has apparently begotten in the churches and 
warns against the spread of antinomianism, the heresy that a Christian does not have to 
be moral.  Because of this, some Bible scholars would identify the false teachers as the 
early forerunners of the Gnostic heresy.”   

2.  “Peter’s antidote for this poison is to urge a growth in Christian virtues as the most 
successful method of destroying such false teaching.  In fact, this comes first and is the 
burden of chapter 1.”   

3.  “A further application of his theme is chapter 3 wherein Peter warns those to whom he 
is writing that they should keep themselves prepared for the Second Coming of the 
Lord.  He denounces scoffers who are promoting an attitude of skepticism concerning 
the Lord’s Coming and exhorts his brethren to remain faithful, anticipating the glorious 
day and growing in grace” (Introduction).   

4.  Outline.   
a.  Salutation (1:1-2).   
b.  Grow in grace (1:3-21).   

(i)  He has granted everything pertaining to life and godliness (1:3-4).   
(ii)  Pursue holiness (1:5-9).   
(iii)  Make certain of His call and election (1:10-11).   
(iv)  Peter’s reminder (1:12-15).   
(v)  Eyewitnesses of His glory (1:16-19).   
(vi)  No prophecy of one’s own interpretation (1:20-21).   
 

c.  Beware false prophets (2:1-22).   
(i)  False prophets will arise (2:1).   
(ii)  Many will follow them (2:2-3).   
(iii)  God will destroy the wicked, but rescue the righteous (2:4-11).   
(iv)  The wickedness of false prophets (2:12-22).   
 

d.  Remember the words of the holy prophets and apostles (3:1-13).   
(i)  Peter’s reminder (3:1-2).   
(ii)  Mockers will come mocking His return (3:3-4).   
(iii)  God once destroyed the world with water; He will do so again with fire (3:5-7).   
(iv)  God is patient, desiring the repentance of His people (3:9).   
(v)  The Day of the Lord will come (3:10).   
(vi)  Therefore, pursue holiness, waiting for that day (3:11-17).   
(vii)  Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (3:18a).   
(viii)  Doxology (3:18b).   


