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I.  Introduction.   
A.  The book of Isaiah is Prophetic Literature.   

1.  The prophetic books were named after the prophets who wrote them.   
a.  The only exception is Lamentations which was written by Jeremiah.   
b.  The prophets wrote history, but also recorded their messages.   
c.  The prophets prophesied either primarily to Judah or Israel.   
 

2.  Prophetic literature has a high degree of symbolic language.   
a.  Every genre of literature has its characteristics and must be interpreted accordingly.   

(i)  The historic books and letters are much more straight forward.   
(ii)  The wisdom/poetic books have many figures of speech.   

 
b.  Prophetic literature abounds in visionary symbols.   

(i)  Moses gives us the key to interpreting them.   
(ii)  “He said, ‘Hear now My words:  If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, shall make 

Myself known to him in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  Not so, with My 
servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, 
even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of the Lord.  Why then 
were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?’” (Num. 12:6-8).   

(iii)  We should not always expect the language of prophetic visions to be understood 
literally.   

 
B.  The place of Isaiah in the covenant.   

1.  The role of the prophets was that of covenant lawyer.   
a.  They kept records of covenant faithfulness or unfaithfulness.   

(i)  “Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and whatever he did, and his wisdom, are they not 
written in the book of the acts of Solomon?” 1 Kings 11:41).   

(ii)  “Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he made war and how he reigned, behold, 
they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel” (14:19).   

(iii)  Those parts the Lord wanted preserved as an indictment against His people and for our 
instruction are recorded in the historic books.   

 
b.  They were God’s spokesmen for warning or for blessing.   

(i)  “So now then, speak to the men of Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying, 
‘Thus says the Lord, “Behold, I am fashioning calamity against you and devising a plan 
against you.  Oh turn back, each of you from his evil way, and reform your ways and 
your deeds”’” (Jer. 18:11).   

(ii)  “Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, ‘Go and say to Hezekiah, “Thus says 
the Lord, the God of your father David, ‘I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; 
behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.  I will deliver you and this city from the hand 
of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city’”’” (Isaiah 38:4-6).   

 
2.  Even though they address historic situations, they are still relevant today.   

a.  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

b.  We may learn from their obedience and sins, the Lord’s mercy and His wrath.   
c.  Our faith may be strengthened by seeing fulfilled prophecy, especially those concerning the 

coming Messiah.   
d.  There are prophecies which are being fulfilled and yet to be fulfilled.   
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II.  The Book of Isaiah.   

A.  Authorship.   
1.  The book was written by Isaiah, the son of Amoz.   

a.  “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during 
the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah” (Isa. 1:1).   

b.  “The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem” (2:1).   
c.  “The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw” (13:1).   
 

2.  Who was Isaiah?   
a.  His name means “the salvation of Jehovah” or “Jehovah has saved.”   
b.  He was a man of humble rank.   
c.  His wife was called “the prophetess” either because she had a prophetic gift or because she 

was the wife of a prophet.   
d.  He prophesied to the southern kingdom of Judah during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 

and Hezekiah.  This means his ministry must have lasted at least sixty-four years (Easton).   
e.  “Tradition has it that he was sawn asunder in the trunk of a carob tree by king Manasseh 

[Hezekiah’s son] and that this is the incident referred to in Heb. 11:37” (BDB).   
 
B.  Structure.   

1.  1:1-12:16  Prophecies concerning Judah and Jerusalem.   
2.  13:1-23:8  Oracles of Judgment upon the Nations.   
3.  24:1-27:13  The Lord Will Bring Judgment and Blessing. 
4.  28:1-35:10  Prophetic Warnings to Judah regarding Assyria.   
5.  36:1-39:8  The Assyrian Invasion and God’s Deliverance.   
6.  40:1-66:24  The Future of God’s Church.   

 
C.  Purpose.   

1.  “The purpose of this noble prophecy is to teach the truth that salvation is by grace, that is, it is 
of God and not of man.  This is embodied in the very name of the prophet, but it is clearly 
taught in his utterances.  In the first chapter occurs the words, ‘Zion shall be redeemed with 
judgment and her converts with righteousness’ (verse 27).  This verse introduces the theme 
upon which the prophet continually expands.  Indeed, chapters 40-66 may be regarded as a 
general exposition of this thought” (Young, 211).   

2.  “Isaiah’s ministry occurred at a critical time in Judah’s history.  The Assyrian power was rising, 
and in the light of this fact two groups appeared within the nation.  One sought alliance with 
Egypt and the other with Assyria.  Isaiah, however, forbade human alliances and urged the 
nation to trust in God.  As a sign of deliverance he proclaimed the birth of the Messiah and 
prophesied concerning the nature of His kingdom.  In the latter portion of his prophecy (40-66) 
he set forth the spiritual walk and destiny of the people of God” (Ibid.).   

3.  It contains some of the most well known prophecies concerning Christ:   
a.  Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  Behold, a virgin will be with 

child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”   
b.  Isaiah 9:6-7, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government 

will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to the increase of His government or 
of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
accomplish this.”   

c.  Isaiah 11:1-5  “The Branch”; 42:1-4  “The Servant of the Lord”; 52:13-53:12 “The Suffering 
Servant”; 61:1-3 “The Spirit of the Lord Is upon Me.”   


