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Grace OPC Sunday Class – Bible Survey 
Year:     3 of 4  Date:  Week 8 
Quarter: 2 of 4 Bible Survey 
Lesson Title: Survey of Hosea 
Lesson Purpose: To understand the structure and contents of Hosea and look at some of its 

main themes 

1. Review  

2. Who Wrote Hosea, and When? 
Hosea – name means “salvation” 
Probably a citizen of the Northern Kingdom and sometimes called the Jeremiah of that 
kingdom – called upon to weep over the sins of Israel 

Hosea 7:5 On the day of our king, the princes became sick with the heat of wine; He stretched out his hand with 
scoffers,  

Contemporary of Amos, Isaiah and Micah (see chart on last page) – ministered around 760-720 
BC. 
The dynasty of king Jehu was ended according to the prophecy given: 

2 Kings 10:30 The LORD said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in executing what is right in My eyes, and 
have done to the house of Ahab according to all that was in My heart, your sons of the fourth generation shall sit 
on the throne of Israel.”  

The kingdom was in turmoil with successive assassinations 
Hosea 8:4 They have set up kings, but not by Me; They have appointed princes, but I did not know it. With their 
silver and gold they have made idols for themselves, That they might be cut off.  

Israel’s fate because of her sin was largely sealed and Assyria was already gearing up to attack. 
Samaria fell in 722 BC. 

3. Structure for Hosea (from Hendriksen) 
 
Chapter Content 
1-3 Gomer’s sin, punishment and restoration considered as a symbol 
4:1-6:3 Those (In Israel) who sin; those who are punished. Restoration 
6:4-11:11 Their sins; their punishments. Restoration 
12-14 The grievous character of the sins; the severity of the punishments. 

Restoration 

4. Some themes from Hosea 
Sins of Israel 

• Pictured in the unfaithfulness of Gomer and the names given to the children 
Hosea 1:2 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of 
harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD.”  

Jezreel – “The Lord sows or scatters” 
Hosea 1:4 And the LORD said to him, “Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu 
for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.  

Lo-ruhamah – “unpitied” 
Hosea 1:6 Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the LORD said to him, “Name her Lo-
ruhamah, for I will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever forgive them.  

Lo-Ammi – “Not my people” 
Hosea 1:9 And the LORD said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God.”  

The covenant is broken 
• Relying on men rather than on God 

Hosea 5:11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, Because he was determined to follow man’s command. 
12 Therefore I am like a moth to Ephraim And like rottenness to the house of Judah. 13 When Ephraim saw his 
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sickness, And Judah his wound, Then Ephraim went to Assyria And sent to King Jareb. But he is unable to heal 
you, Or to cure you of your wound.  
Hosea 7:11 So Ephraim has become like a silly dove, without sense; They call to Egypt, they go to Assyria.  
Hosea 8:10 Even though they hire allies among the nations, Now I will gather them up; And they will begin to 
diminish Because of the burden of the king of princes.  
Hosea 12:1 Ephraim feeds on wind, And pursues the east wind continually; He multiplies lies and violence. 
Moreover, he makes a covenant with Assyria, And oil is carried to Egypt.  

• Worshipping idols rather than the Lord  
Hosea 4:11 Harlotry, wine and new wine take away the understanding. 12 My people consult their wooden idol, 
and their diviner’s wand informs them; For a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, And they have played the 
harlot, departing from their God. 13 They offer sacrifices on the tops of the mountains And burn incense on the 
hills, Under oak, poplar and terebinth, Because their shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters play the harlot 
And your brides commit adultery.  
Hosea 8:5 He has rejected your calf, O Samaria, saying, “My anger burns against them!” How long will they be 
incapable of innocence? 6 For from Israel is even this! A craftsman made it, so it is not God; Surely the calf of 
Samaria will be broken to pieces. 7 For they sow the wind And they reap the whirlwind. The standing grain has 
no heads; It yields no grain. Should it yield, strangers would swallow it up.  

• Self righteousness 
Hosea 12:8 And Ephraim said, “Surely I have become rich, I have found wealth for myself; In all my labors they 
will find in me No iniquity, which would be sin.”  

The punishments of God 
• Pictured in the punishments of Gomer 
She is in bondage and misery – remembering it was better for her with her husband 

Hosea 2:7 “She will pursue her lovers, but she will not overtake them; And she will seek them, but will not find 
them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my first husband, For it was better for me then than now!’  
Hosea 3:1 Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, 
even as the LORD loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.” 2 So I bought 
her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley.  

• Israel would also know bondage and retribution 
Hosea 9:3 They will not remain in the LORD’S land, But Ephraim will return to Egypt, And in Assyria they will eat 
unclean food. 4 They will not pour out drink offerings of wine to the LORD, Their sacrifices will not please Him. 
Their bread will be like mourners’ bread; All who eat of it will be defiled, For their bread will be for themselves 
alone; It will not enter the house of the LORD.  
Hosea 9:7 The days of punishment have come, The days of retribution have come; Let Israel know this! The 
prophet is a fool, The inspired man is demented, Because of the grossness of your iniquity, And because your 
hostility is so great. 8 Ephraim was a watchman with my God, a prophet; Yet the snare of a bird catcher is in all 
his ways, And there is only hostility in the house of his God. 9 They have gone deep in depravity As in the days 
of Gibeah; He will remember their iniquity, He will punish their sins.  
Hosea 9:15 All their evil is at Gilgal; Indeed, I came to hate them there! Because of the wickedness of their 
deeds I will drive them out of My house! I will love them no more; All their princes are rebels. 16 Ephraim is 
stricken, their root is dried up, They will bear no fruit. Even though they bear children, I will slay the precious ones 
of their womb. 17 My God will cast them away Because they have not listened to Him; And they will be 
wanderers among the nations.  
Hosea 10:7 Samaria will be cut off with her king Like a stick on the surface of the water. 8 Also the high places of 
Aven, the sin of Israel, will be destroyed; Thorn and thistle will grow on their altars; Then they will say to the 
mountains, “Cover us!” And to the hills, “Fall on us!”  

The Compassion of God 
• Pictured in the restoration of Gomer by Hosea 

Hosea 2:23 “I will sow her for Myself in the land. I will also have compassion on her who had not obtained 
compassion, And I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’ And they will say, ‘You are my 
God!’ ”  
Hosea 3:1 Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, 
even as the LORD loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.” 2 So I bought 
her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley.  

• Spoken also to Israel 
Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son. 2 The more they called them, 
The more they went from them; They kept sacrificing to the Baals And burning incense to idols. 3 Yet it is I who 
taught Ephraim to walk, I took them in My arms; But they did not know that I healed them. 4 I led them with cords 
of a man, with bonds of love, And I became to them as one who lifts the yoke from their jaws; And I bent down 
and fed them.  
Hosea 11:8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I surrender you, O Israel? How can I make you like 
Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart is turned over within Me, All My compassions are kindled. 9 I 
will not execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy Ephraim again. For I am God and not man, the Holy One in 
your midst, And I will not come in wrath. 10 They will walk after the LORD, He will roar like a lion; Indeed He will 
roar And His sons will come trembling from the west. 11 They will come trembling like birds from Egypt And like 
doves from the land of Assyria; And I will settle them in their houses, declares the LORD.  
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The restoration of God’s People 
• Pictured in Gomer’s restoration 

Hosea 3:3 Then I said to her, “You shall stay with me for many days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall you 
have a man; so I will also be toward you.” 4 For the sons of Israel will remain for many days without king or 
prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar and without ephod or household idols. 5 Afterward the sons of Israel will 
return and seek the LORD their God and David their king; and they will come trembling to the LORD and to His 
goodness in the last days.  
Hosea 14:1 Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 2 Take 
words with you and return to the LORD. Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity And receive us graciously, That we 
may present the fruit of our lips. 3 “Assyria will not save us, We will not ride on horses; Nor will we say again, 
‘Our god,’ To the work of our hands; For in You the orphan finds mercy.” 4 I will heal their apostasy, I will love 
them freely, For My anger has turned away from them. 5 I will be like the dew to Israel; He will blossom like the 
lily, And he will take root like the cedars of Lebanon. 6 His shoots will sprout, And his beauty will be like the olive 
tree And his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon. 7 Those who live in his shadow Will again raise grain, And 
they will blossom like the vine. His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon. 8 O Ephraim, what more have I to do 
with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I am like a luxuriant cypress; From Me comes your fruit. 9 
Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; Whoever is discerning, let him know them. For the ways of the 
LORD are right, And the righteous will walk in them, But transgressors will stumble in them.  

 
We should be slow to stray from such a God 

To put our trust in men 
To worship created things rather than the creator 
To become self righteous 

 
We should rejoice in the provision, patience and compassion of our God 

He will not let us go 
He will keep us 
He will save us to the uttermost 
Because He loves us! 
We who were never His people, Gentiles, are now the people of God! 
He is our God, we are His people 

Let us be wise and understand these things! 
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From Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament.  John H Walton 


