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Grace OPC Sunday Class 
Year:     2 of 4  Date:  Week 1 
Quarter: 2 of 4 Bible Survey 
Lesson Title: Genesis 
Lesson Purpose: To Be Better Prepared to Read and Study Genesis 
 
Readings for this week: Hendrickson (H) Pp. 83-93, 209-213 

Authorship/Provenance of the Pentateuch  
1. Define ‘Provenance’ 

a. Source, Origin 
2. What does the bible say? 

a. The Jews divide the Bible into three parts: The Law, The Prophets, and The 
Writings (H p. 34).  Jesus ascribes the first of these to Moses.  Luke 24:44 Then 
He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." 

b. The internal evidence of the Pentateuch points to Mosaic authorship 
i. Exodus 24:4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose 

early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and 
twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

ii. 31:9 So Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests, the sons of 
Levi, who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders 
of Israel. 

iii. c.f. Num 33:2, Deut 31:22 
3. What do liberal critics say 

a. Moses may have been one of many authors of the Pentateuch,  
b. Different revisions of the Pentateuch over many generations each with a 

separate focus/purpose 
4. Did Moses write every word of the Pentateuch 

a. No, (H p. 210) 
b. There were likely changes made to the books of Moses after his death 
c. But what we have we can be confident is the work of Moses with editorial 

changes only (H p. 210) 
5. Dating for the final version of Pentateuch 

a. Moses died aprox. 1409 B.C.  
b. Pentateuch used as a source in other writings 1000 B.C. (H p. 100) 
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Structures for Genesis 
1. Hendriksen’s Strucutre (H. p. 212) 

a. Material Universe and Man  (1-2) 
b. Sin and Salvation  (3-5) 
c. Devistation and Deliverance  (6-9) 
d. Confusion and Covenant  (10-50) 

i. The line of confusion (10-11) 
ii. The line of covenant  (12-50) 

1. Abraham  (12-24) 
2. Isaac  (25-27) 
3. Jacob  (28-36) 
4. Joseph  (37-50) 

2. Covenantal Structure (Rev. Voytek) 
a. Covenant with Adam and Descendants   (1-5) 

i. Creation (Covenant established)  (1-2) 
ii. Fall (rebellion against the LORD)  (3-5) 

b. Covenant with Noah and his decendants   (6-11) 
i. Flood (blessings and cursings)  (6-9) 

ii. Nations (rebellion against the LORD)  (10-11) 
c. The Covenant with Abraham and his descendants   (12-50) 

i. Abraham  (12-24) 
ii. Isaac  (25-27) 

iii. Jacob  (28-36) 
iv. Joseph  (37-50) 

3. Internal Structure Given in the Book Based on the Term ‘these are the generations of…’ 
(Rev. Voytek) 

a. See Handout 
 

 
 

Major Themes in Genesis 
1. “Golden Thread” The coming Christ (H. p. 83) 

a. Creation of man prefigures incarnation of Christ (H. p. 84-85) 
b. Relationship (Broken but restored by Seed = Christ) (H. p. 86) 

i. Breaking of Relationship Gen 3 Gen 3:6 (The Fall) (H. p. 211) 
ii. Enmity between the two seeds (Christ and Satan) Gen 3:15) for the 

purpose of blessing all (H. p. 212) 
iii. Reestablishment of Relationship in Covenants (Christ fulfils covenants) 

Gen 3:15, 6:18, 9:9, 15:18, 17:2 
c. Seed (Christ) 

i. Covenant line established in Able/Seth (H. p. 86) 
ii. Preservation of the covenant line by the flood (H. p. 87) 

iii. Preservation of the covenant line by the calling of Abraham (H. p. 89) 
iv. Posterity promised to patriarchs (Gen 16:10) (H. p. 89, 212) 
v. Christ fulfilment of this promise (Gal 3:16) 

d. Land (Christ leads his people to the true promised land of Heaven) 



 y2q2w1_Genesis.doc 
 

Page 3 of 3 

i. Land promised to patriarchs (Gen 12:7, 26:3, 28:4, 28:13, 35:12, 50:24) 
(H. p. 89) 

ii. Land a type of heaven (Heb 11:9-10) 
iii. The way to heaven through Christ alone (John 14:6) 

2. The “Terra Firma” on which later revelation stands 
a. Many symbols later in scripture refer back to the concrete events in Gen 1-10 

(H. p. 85) 
 

 

Further Reading 
‘He Gave Us Stories’, Richard Pratt, isbn: 0-87552-379-X 
‘The Pentateuch as Narrative’, John H. Sailhamer, isbn: 0-310-57421-8 
‘From Paradise to Promised Land’, T.D. Alexander, isbn: 0-8010-2597-4 
‘Cracking Old Testament Codes’, Sandy and Giese, isbn: 080541093-7 


