
New Testament Survey 
(Part Six:  Galatians and Ephesians) 

 
 
 

I.  Galatians.   
A.  Title:   

1.  So called because it was written to the churches in Galatia (1:2).   
2.  “The churches of Galatia were founded by Paul himself (Acts 16:6; Gal. 1:8; 4:13, 

19).  They seem to have been composed mainly of converts from heathenism (4:8) 
but partly also of Jewish converts, who probably, under the influence of Judaizing 
teachers, sought to incorporate the rites of Judaism with Christianity, and by their 
active zeal had succeeded in inducing the majority of the churches to adopt their 
views (1:6; 3:1).  This epistle was written for the purpose of counteracting this 
Judaizing tendency, and of recalling the Galatians to the simplicity of the gospel, and 
at the same time also of vindicating Paul's claim to be a divinely-commissioned 
apostle” (Easton).   

 
B.  Author:  Paul identifies himself as the author (1:1).   

 
C.  Date.   

1.  “Galatians may be assigned to the period of Paul’s third missionary journey and 
either to Ephesus or to Macedonia as its point of origin.  This would date the epistle 
as late as A.D. 56” (Introduction).   

2.  “The epistle was probably written very soon after Paul's second visit to Galatia (Acts 
18:23).  The references of the epistle appear to agree with this conclusion.  The visit 
to Jerusalem, mentioned in (Gal. 2:1-10) was identical with that of (Ac 15:1) and it is 
spoken of as a thing of the past, and consequently the epistle was written 
subsequently to the council of Jerusalem.  The similarity between this epistle and 
that to the Romans has led to the conclusion that they were both written at the same 
time, namely, in the winter of A.D. 57-8, during Paul's stay in Corinth (Acts 20:2, 3).  
This to the Galatians is written on the urgency of the occasion, tidings having 
reached him of the state of matters; and that to the Romans in a more deliberate and 
systematic way, in exposition of the same great doctrines of the gospel” (Easton).   

 
D.  Purpose and Themes.   

1.  “The great question discussed is, Was the Jewish law binding on Christians?  The 
epistle is designed to prove against the Jews that men are justified by faith without 
the works of the law of Moses.  After an introductory address (Gal. 1:1-10) the 
apostle discusses the subjects which had occasioned the epistle.  (1 He defends his 
apostolic authority (Gal. 1:11-19; 2:1-14), (2 shows the evil influence of the 
Judaizers in destroying the very essence of the gospel (3 and 4), (3 exhorts the 
Galatian believers to stand fast in the faith as it is in Jesus, and to abound in the fruits 
of the Spirit, and in a right use of their Christian freedom (5-6:1-10), (4 and then 
concludes with a summary of the topics discussed, and with the benediction.  The 
Epistle to the Galatians and that to the Romans taken together ‘form a complete 
proof that justification is not to be obtained meritoriously either by works of morality 
or by rites and ceremonies, though of divine appointment; but that it is a free gift, 
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proceeding entirely from the mercy of God, to those who receive it by faith in Jesus 
our Lord.’”    

2.  “In the conclusion of the epistle (Gal. 6:11) Paul says, ‘Ye see how large a letter I 
have written with mine own hand.’  It is implied that this was different from his 
ordinary usage, which was simply to write the concluding salutation with his own 
hand, indicating that the rest of the epistle was written by another hand.  Regarding 
this conclusion, Lightfoot, in his Commentary on the epistle, says:  ‘At this point the 
apostle takes the pen from his amanuensis, and the concluding paragraph is written 
with his own hand.  From the time when letters began to be forged in his name (2 
Thes. 2:2; 3:17) it seems to have been his practice to close with a few words in his 
own handwriting, as a precaution against such forgeries . . . In the present case he 
writes a whole paragraph, summing up the main lessons of the epistle in terse, eager, 
disjointed sentences.  He writes it, too, in large, bold characters . . . that his hand-
writing may reflect the energy and determination of his soul’” (Easton).   

 
II.  Ephesians.   

A.  Title.   
1.  Takes its name from its recipients.  There is some debate over whether the letter was 

addressed to the saints at Ephesus only, or whether it was a circular letter intended 
for a larger audience, including the Ephesians.   

2.  History:  “Paul's first and hurried visit for the space of three months to Ephesus is 
recorded in (Acts 18:19-21).  The work he began on this occasion was carried 
forward by Apollos (24-26) and Aquila and Priscilla.  On his second visit, early in 
the following year, he remained at Ephesus ‘three years,’ for he found it was the key 
to the western provinces of Asia Minor.  Here ‘a great door and effectual’ was 
opened to him (1 Cor. 16:9) and the church was established and strengthened by his 
assiduous labours there (Acts 20:20, 31).  From Ephesus as a centre the gospel 
spread abroad ‘almost throughout all Asia’ (Acts 19:26).  The word ‘mightily grew 
and prevailed’ despite all the opposition and persecution he encountered.  On his last 
journey to Jerusalem the apostle landed at Miletus, and summoning together the 
elders of the church from Ephesus, delivered to them his remarkable farewell charge 
(Acts 20:18-35) expecting to see them no more.  The following parallels between 
this epistle and the Milesian charge may be traced:  (1.) (Acts 20:19 = ) (Eph. 4:2).  
The phrase "lowliness of mind" occurs nowhere else.  (2.) (Acts 20:27 = ) (Eph. 
1:11).  The word ‘counsel,’ as denoting the divine plan, occurs only here and (Heb. 
6:17 ).  (3.) (Acts 20:32 = ) (Eph. 3:20).  The divine ability.  (4.) (Acts 20:32 = ) 
(Eph. 2:20).  The building upon the foundation.  (5.) (Acts 20:32 = ) (Eph 1:14, 18) 
‘The inheritance of the saints’” (Easton).   

 
B.  Author:  Paul clearly identified himself as the author (1:1).   

 
C.  Date.   

1.  “It was evidently written from Rome during Paul's first imprisonment (Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 
6:20) and probably soon after his arrival there, about the year 62, four years after he 
had parted with the Ephesian elders at Miletus” (Easton).   

2.  “Ephesians is in the same chronological group of Paul’s epistles as Colossians, 
Philemon, and Philippians, called collectively ‘The Prison Epistles,’ written during 
Paul’s first Roman imprisonment.  Paul evidently arrived in Rome in the spring of 
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A.D. 61.  The Acts speaks of his living two whole years in his own rented house 
(Acts 28:30), which would bring him to the spring of A.D. 63.  He was probably 
released before the burning of Rome in A.D. 64.  In Philippians he was expecting 
such release (1:19-26), a hope to which he refers also in Philemon 22.  Ephesians, 
Colossians, and Philemon were dispatched at the same time by the same messengers 
(Eph. 6:21, 22; Col. 4:7-9; Philem. 12, 23, 24, probably in the year A.D. 62” 
(Introduction).   

 
D.  Purpose.   

1.  The letter to the Ephesians, “was written by Paul at Rome about the same time as 
that to the Colossians, which in many points it resembles.”   

2.  “The Epistle to the Colossians is mainly polemical, designed to refute certain 
theosophic (Theosophy is a body of belief which holds that all religions are attempts 
by man to ascertain "the Divine", and as such each religion has a portion of the truth; 
Wikipedia) errors that had crept into the church there.  That to the Ephesians does not 
seem to have originated in any special circumstances, but is simply a letter springing 
from Paul's love to the church there, and indicative of his earnest desire that they 
should be fully instructed in the profound doctrines of the gospel” (Easton).   

 
E.  Structure and Themes.   

I.  The believer’s position in Christ (1:1-3:21).   
A.  Salutation (1:1, 2).   
B.  All spiritual blessings in Christ (1:3-14).   

1.  Election in Christ (1:3-6).   
2.  Redeemed by the Son (1:7-8).   
3.  Mystery of His will revealed in Christ (1:9-10).   
4.  An everlasting inheritance in Christ (1:11-12).   
5.  The pledge of the Spirit through Christ (1:13-14).   
 

C.  First prayer that they might know the hope of His calling (1:15-23).   
D.  Salvation by grace (2:1-10).   

1.  Before Christ:  dead in sin (2:1-3).   
2.  After Christ:  made alive (2:4-7).   
3.  Salvation by grace through faith:  not by works (2:8-10).   
 

E.  Blessings for the Gentiles in Christ (2:11-22).   
1.  Formerly excluded (2:11-12).   
2.  Now included (2:13-3:13).   

a.  Brought near by the blood of Christ (2:13).   
b.  Ceremonial wall removed in Christ (2:14-16).   
c.  Christ brings salvation to the Gentiles (2:17-18).   
d.  Fellow citizens of God’s household (2:19-22).   
 

F.  Paul’s commission to the Gentiles (3:1-13).   
1.  Paul’s insight into Gentile inclusion (3:1-7).   
2.  Paul’s call to preach to the Gentiles (3:8-13).   
 

G.  Second prayer that they might comprehend the love of Christ (3:14-19).   



4 

H.  Doxology (3:20-21).   
 

II.  The believer’s practice in Christ (4:1-6:24).   
A.  Walk worthy of your calling (4:1-16).   

1.  Be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit (4:1-6).   
2.  Christ’s gifts to His church (4:7-16).   

a.  Gifts given at His ascension (4:7-10).   
b.  Includes gifted men to equip the saints (4:11-14).   

(i)  Offices are gifts (4:11).   
(ii)  Offices to equip the saints for work (4:12).   
(iii)  Offices to promote unity and maturity (4:13).   
 

c.  Call to labor for the building up of the body in love (4:14-16).   
 

B.  Do not live as when in the world (4:17-6:9).   
1.  Put off the old man and put on the new (4:17-32).   

a.  Put off lying and speak truth (4:25).   
b.  Be angry, but do not sin (4:26-27).  
c.  Do not steal, but work and give (4:28).   
d.  Don’t tear down with your words, but build up (4:29).   
e.  Do not grieve, but honor the Spirit (4:30).   
f.  Put away bitterness and forgive (4:31-32).   
 

2.  Put on Christ/love (5:1-6:9).   
a.  Imitate God and Christ (5:1-2).   
b.  Walk as children of the light (5:3-14).   
c.  Live wisely/obediently (5:15-6:9).   

(i)  Make the most of your time (5:15-16).   
(ii)  Understand God’s will (5:17).   
(iii)  Be filled with the Spirit (5:18-20).   
(iv)  Be subject to ordained authority (5:21-6:9).   

(a)  Wives to husbands as to Christ (5:21-24).   
(b)  Husbands to love wives as Christ loved church (5:25-32).   
(c)  Summary (5:33).   
(d)  Children, obey parents (6:1-3).   
(e)  Parents, instruct your children in the Lord (6:4).   
(f)  Slaves, submit to your masters (6:5-9).   
 

C.  Christian warfare (6:10-20).   
1.  Be strong in the Lord (6:10).   
2.  Put on God’s armor (6:11).   
3.  Our warfare spiritual (6:12).   
4.  Take up the full armor (6:13-17).   
5.  Pray at all times (6:18-20).   
 

D.  Closing statements (6:21-24).   
1.  Plans to send Tychicus (6:21-22).   
2.  Benediction (6:23-24).   


