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Grace OPC Sunday Class – Bible Survey 
Year:     3 of 4  Date:  1/8/2006 
Quarter: 2 of 4 Bible Survey 
Lesson Title: Survey of Ezekiel 
Lesson Purpose: To understand the structure and contents of Ezekiel and look at some of its 

main themes 

1. Review  
What kind of language is used in the prophets?  Visionary. 
How should we interpret?  Take prophets as symbolical unless it is clear that they are meant to 
be taken literally.  This is especially true of Ezekiel! 
The prophets behaved as lawyers of the Old Covenant 
Reminding people of the blessings and/or curses that were coming because they had failed to 
abide by the stipulations in the covenant. 

2. Who Wrote Ezekiel, and When? 
Ezekiel was a priest who was carried away from Judah with Jehoiachin in 597.  Lived and 
prophesied on banks of the Chebar canal (joining the Tigris and Euphrates) between 593/2 – 
570 BC. 
He was THE prophet of the exile.  His name means “God Strengthens” 
His ministry breaks down in to 2 major phases and its emphasis changes from one to the next. 
During the first period of Ezekiel’s ministry, Zedekiah was ruling back in Jerusalem; the 
temple was still standing and people in Babylon were expecting to return there at any time. 
In this period, God tells the people through Ezekiel this will not happen – Judah is to be 
annihilated.  They complain that God’s ways are not just and Ezekiel shows that his dealings 
with Judah are fully justified.  In fact, whereas He had blotted out other nations that had 
committed the same sins as Judah, in His grace He had preserved a remnant of His covenant 
people. 
After Zedekiah’s end and the eventual fall of Jerusalem, (around chapter 33), the tone of the 
book changes, and the resurrection of Judah as a state is foretold and a glorious future for the 
people of God is envisioned. 
Predominant tone of the book is one of comfort to God’s people, who were exiled away from 
the promised land and, being separated from the temple, felt themselves to be cut off from the 
presence of God, who specially dwelt there. 
There are some similarities between this book and the Revelation: 
Eating the scroll that tastes like honey Ezekiel 2:8-4:3; Rev 10:8-11 
Gog and Magog Ezekiel 38, Revelation 20 
Voice like many waters Ezek 43:2, Rev 1:15 
Rivers of waters of life Ezek 47, Rev 14, 22 

3. Structure for Ezekiel (from Hendriksen) 
 
Chapter Content 
1-32 Annihilation (12 prophecies) 
1-24 For the state of Judah (5 prophecies) 
25-32 For the surrounding nations (7 prophecies) 
  
33 Dividing Point – Jerusalem Falls 
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34-48 Resurrection (12 prophecies) 
34- 39 For Judah (7 prophecies) 
40-48 For the temple, in a new form (5 prophecies) 

4. Some themes from Ezekiel 
Ezekiel a watchman 

Ezekiel 3:17 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and 
give them warning from me. 18 When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn him or 
speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I 
will hold you accountable for his blood. 19 But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his 
wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself. 20 “Again, when a 
righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, and I put a stumbling block before him, he will die. 
Since you did not warn him, he will die for his sin. The righteous things he did will not be remembered, and I will 
hold you accountable for his blood. 21 But if you do warn the righteous man not to sin and he does not sin, he 
will surely live because he took warning, and you will have saved yourself.”  

Ezekiel a graphic representation of the siege of Jerusalem.  Constructed a model of the siege, 
lay on his sides to symbolically bear the iniquity of the people (18 months!), cut off his hair and 
destroyed it in 3 ways to show how the people would be destroyed.  Yet a remnant to be spared. 
A vision of the idolatry in Jerusalem (Chapter 8) and slaughter that would come (Chapter 9) 
Chapter 10 – God’s glory departs from the temple 

Ezekiel 10:18 Then the glory of the LORD departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped above the 
cherubim. 19 While I watched, the cherubim spread their wings and rose from the ground, and as they went, the 
wheels went with them. They stopped at the entrance to the east gate of the LORD’s house, and the glory of the 
God of Israel was above them.  

Remember the Philistines and the birth of Ichabod 
Yet there is a promise of restoration – sounding like the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31:31 

Ezekiel 11:17 “Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will gather you from the nations and bring 
you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you back the land of Israel again.’ 18 
“They will return to it and remove all its vile images and detestable idols. 19 I will give them an undivided heart 
and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. 20 Then 
they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God.  

Ezekiel graphically re-creates the exile of the people from Jerusalem Chapter 12 
False prophets condemned – “peace!” when there is no peace.  Chapter 13 
Noah, Daniel and Job could not by their righteousness deliver Judah from judgment (Ch.14) 
God’s grace and Jerusalem’s adultery are touchingly described in Chapter 16. 
Zedekiah’s rebellion and downfall pictured in Chapter 17 
The soul that sins will die.  Spoken against the proverb about fathers eating sour grapes Ch.18 

Ezekiel 18:31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why 
will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
Repent and live!  

Judgment on the nations that rejoice over Judah’s downfall Chapters 25-32 
Duties of a watchman Chapter 33 

Ezekiel 33:11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O 
house of Israel?’  

Chapter 34 – the Lord will be a shepherd to His sheep. 
Chapter 36 – Israel to be blessed, God’s people to be given a heart of flesh 
Chapter 37 – vision of the valley of dry bones – life from the dead for the Israel of God 

Ezekiel 37:24 “‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my 
laws and be careful to keep my decrees. 25 They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where 
your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children will live there forever, and David my 
servant will be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting 
covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. 27 
My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 28 Then the nations will know 
that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.’”  

Gog and Magog to be destroyed 
The temple to be rebuilt.  God’s glory returns (Ch 43) 
Waters flow out from the temple - make dead waters alive – rivers of living water ch 47 


