
“OT Survey:  Daniel” 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Historical Background.   

1.  Both Ezekiel and Daniel were written during the Exile.   
a.  The Exile is the period of time Judah was taken into captivity after the destruction 

of the Temple and Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.   
b.  It took place in three stages:   

(i)  The first deportation came in 605 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar besieged 
Jerusalem, carrying off some of the vessels from the Temple and some of the 
young nobles, among whom were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 
(Dan. 1:1-6).   

(ii)  The second deportation took place in 597 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar came 
and took Jehoiakim – and three months and ten days later, his son Jehoiachin – 
into captivity.  He carried off 10,000 captives, among them Ezekiel (2 Chr. 
36:5-10; Ez. 1:1).   

(iii)  Finally, in 586 B.C., after a long siege, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem 
and the Temple, and carried the rest of the people into captivity, except some 
of the poorest whom he left to be vinedressers and plowman, and Gedaliah, 
whom he made governor, to whom also Jeremiah ministered (2 Kings 25).   

 
c.  The exile lasted for seventy years.   

(i)  It began with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 586 B.C. and 
ended with the rebuilding of the Temple in 516 B.C.   

(ii)  Or it began with the first deportation (605 B.C.) and ended with the decree of 
Cyrus to let the people return (536 B.C.).   

 
2.  Who was Daniel?   

a.  He was descended from one of the noble families of Judah (Dan. 1:3) and was 
probably born in Jerusalem about 623 B.C., during the reign of Josiah” (Easton).   

b.  His name means “God is my judge, or judge of God.”   
c.  He was a prophet – though he was not called a prophet in the OT, he was called 

such by Christ, “Therefore when you see the Abomination of Desolation which 
was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the 
reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains; 
whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his 
house” (Matt. 24:15-17).   

d.  He was carried off with three other noble youths to Babylon where he entered the 
service of the king, and as was the custom, they changed his name to Belteshazzar 
(prince of Bel, or Bel protect the king).   

e.  He was trained in the school of the wise men in Babylon (1:4), and very early 
distinguished himself for his piety and strict observance of the Mosaic Law (Dan. 
1:8-16), gaining the confidence and esteem of his superiors, showing us that what 
Solomon says is true, “When a man's ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes 
even his enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7).   
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f.  He excelled all those around him and soon became known for his skill in 
interpreting dreams, rising to the rank of governor of the province of Babylon, 
even becoming prefect over all the wise men of Babylon (Dan. 2:48).    

g.  He ministered during the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius the 
Mede, and Cyrus the Persian.   
(i)  It’s interesting that his ministry was primarily to these foreign rulers.   
(ii)  The Lord said through Jeremiah, “'Seek the welfare of the city where I have 

sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare you 
will have welfare” (Jer. 29:7).   

(iii)  In ministering to these rulers, he was also ministering to the people of God.   
(iv)  The Lord also revealed through him the glorious future of Israel to comfort 

His people.   
 

h.  Under Belshazzar, he was elevated to the rank of third ruler, with only Belshazzar 
and his father Nabonidus above him (5:16).   

i.  Daniel never returned to Jerusalem, but had the joy of seeing his people return to 
the land to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1:1-3; Cf. Dan. 9), and of having the 
prophecy revealed to him regarding the coming of Messiah and the glorious future 
for the people of God.   

j.  “The time and circumstances of his death are not recorded.  He probably died at 
Susa, about eighty-five years of age.  Ezekiel, with whom he was contemporary, 
mentions him as a pattern of righteousness (Eze. 14:14,20) and wisdom (Eze. 
28:3)” (Easton).   
 

II.  The Book of Daniel.   
A.  Authorship:  The book was written by Daniel.   

1.  The book is primarily about him.   
2.  Christ quoted from Daniel and said that the words were spoken by him (Matt. 

24:15).   
3.  Daniel claims to have received the visions mentioned (7:2, 4, 6ff, 28; 8:1ff, 15ff; 

9:2ff; 10:2ff; 12:5-8).   
4.  In 12:4, he is told to conceal the words and seal up the book in which they are 

written.   
 

B.  Purpose.   
“The book of Daniel seeks to show the superiority of the God of Israel over the idols of 
the heathen nations.  Although these nations had been God’s instruments in punishing 
Israel, nevertheless they themselves will in time pass from the scene.  In the latter days 
the God of heaven will erect a kingdom that will never be destroyed.  Although the end 
of the indignation will be a time of persecution for God’s people, the Messiah will 
come, and the eternal kingdom will be established.  Daniel, then, may be said clearly to 
teach the sovereignty of God in His dealing with human kingdoms” (Young, 372).   

 
C.  Structure and Analysis.   

1.  Chapter 1:  Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem, takes Daniel captive, trains him for 
service.   
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2.  Chapter 2:  N. is troubled by a dream of a great statue made of four metals, which no 
one but Daniel can reveal and interpret, having to do with the future of Babylon, and 
the three kingdoms which follow:  Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, all of which are put 
to an end by the kingdom of Messiah.   

3.  Chapter 3:  N. builds a gold statue; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to 
worship it, are cast into the fiery furnace, but are miraculously delivered.   

4.  Chapter 4:  N. is troubled by a dream of a great tree that is cut down; Daniel 
interprets it; the dream is fulfilled and N. is humbled.   

5.  Chapter 5:  Belshazzar’s feast; the handwriting on the wall; Babylon taken by the 
Medes.   

6.  Chapter 6:  Darius’ law; Daniel’s prayers; Daniel is cast into the lions’ den and 
miraculously delivered.   

7.  Chapter 7:  vision of the four beasts representing the same kingdoms in chapter 2; 
the fourth beast with ten horns (same as toes = kings); a little horn uproots three of 
the horns, wars with the saints, but is destroyed (with the fourth beast) with the 
setting up of Messiah’s kingdom.   

8.  Chapter 8:  vision of the ram and he-goat = Medo-Persia destroyed by Greece under 
Alexander the Great; Alexander’s kingdom is divided into four parts/four horns upon 
his death; from one of these comes a little horn that opposes God’s people 
(Antiochus Epiphanes), but who is cut off.   

9.  Chapter 9:  the 70 weeks of Daniel:  Jerusalem will be rebuilt; Messiah will come.   
a.  Purpose:  To finish/complete the transgression/rebellion and to seal up sins (to 

finish or complete the sins of Israel against God); to make atonement for sin and 
bring in everlasting righteousness (which Jesus does at His crucifixion); to seal up 
vision and prophecy (to complete its fulfillment) and to anoint the most Holy 
(Christ, the true Temple; 9:24).   

b.  The weeks begin with a decree to rebuild and restore Jerusalem:  457-8 B.C., the 
decree of Artaxerxes allowing Ezra to return, reestablish national polity and law, 
paving the way for the rebuilding of the walls by Nehemiah in 445 (v. 25).   

c.  Messiah presents Himself to Israel at His baptism, the beginning of His ministry 
(AD 26, 483 years later or 69 weeks) (v. 25; cf. Mark 1:15, “The time is 
fulfilled”).   

d.  After the 69th week (or during the 70th), He is cut off (crucified); He sends His 
people (the Roman armies; cf. 2 Chr. 36:22-23 for another example of God using 
foreign armies) to destroy the city and the Temple (v. 26).   

e.  Verse 27 repeats and elaborates on verse 26:  He confirms/makes firm the 
covenant God has for His people through His ministry for one week, but in the 
middle of the week He puts an end to the sacrificial system through the sacrifice 
of Himself (Cf. Matt. 27:51 “veil of the temple was torn”).  Then the Lord exacts 
judgment in AD 70 by destroying/desolating the Temple and keeping it desolate 
until the end.   

 
10.  Chapters 10-12:  The wars between the kings of Egypt (Ptolemies) and those of 

Syria (Seleucids) are described, with special emphasis on the rise of Antiochus 
Epiphanes – his campaigns against Egypt and his persecution of God’s people.   


