
New Testament Survey 
(Part Five:  2 Corinthians) 

 
 
 

I.  1 Corinthians.   
A.  Title.   

1.  The letter takes its name from the city in which the church was located (see 
previous handout).   

2.  Origin of the church (see previous handout).   
 
B.  Author.   

1.  Paul names himself as the author in 1:1.   
2.  The early church believed him to be the author.   

a.  It is quoted by Polycarp and in the epistle to Diognetus (5:12).   
b.  It is attested to by Irenaeus, Athenagoras, Theophilus, Tertullian and 

Clement of Alexandria (ISBE).   
 
3.  The style, vocabulary and theological content match Paul’s other writings 

(ISBE).   
 

C.  Date.   
1. “ It was probably written at Philippi, or, as some think, Thessalonica, early in 

the year A.D. 58, and was sent to Corinth by Titus” (Easton).   
2.  “There can be little doubt this letter was written on Paul’s third missionary 

journey (A.D. 57) – some months or even a year or more after 1 Corinthians.  
It was written from Macedonia, probably at Philippi” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Purpose.   

1.  “Shortly after writing his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul left Ephesus, 
where intense excitement had been aroused against him, the evidence of his 
great success, and proceeded to Macedonia.  Pursuing the usual route, he 
reached Troas, the port of departure for Europe.  Here he expected to meet 
with Titus, whom he had sent from Ephesus to Corinth, with tidings of the 
effects produced on the church there by the first epistle; but was disappointed 
(1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 1:8; 2:12, 13).  He then left Troas and proceeded to 
Macedonia; and at Philippi, where he tarried, he was soon joined by Titus (2 
Cor. 7:6, 7) who brought him good news from Corinth, and also by Timothy.  
Under the influence of the feelings awakened in his mind by the favorable 
report which Titus brought back from Corinth, this second epistle was written.”   

2.  “This epistle, it has been well said, shows the individuality of the apostle more 
than any other. ‘Human weakness, spiritual strength, the deepest tenderness of 
affection, wounded feeling, sternness, irony, rebuke, impassioned self-
vindication, humility, a just self-respect, zeal for the welfare of the weak and 
suffering, as well as for the progress of the church of Christ and for the 
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spiritual advancement of its members, are all displayed in turn in the course of 
his appeal.’-- Lias, Second Corinthians.”   

3.  “Of the effects produced on the Corinthian church by this epistle we have no 
definite information.  We know that Paul visited Corinth after he had written it 
(Acts 20:2, 3) and that on that occasion he tarried there for three months.  In 
his letter to Rome, written at this time, he sent salutations from some of the 
principal members of the church to the Romans” (Easton).   

 
E.  Structure and Themes.   

1.  “The contents of this epistle may be thus arranged:  (1.) Paul speaks of his 
spiritual labors and course of life, and expresses his warm affection toward the 
Corinthians (2 Cor. 1-7).  (2.) He gives specific directions regarding the 
collection that was to be made for their poor brethren in Judea (8 9).  (3.) He 
defends his own apostolic claim (10-13) and justifies himself from the charges 
and insinuations of the false teacher and his adherents” (Easton).   

2.  More detailed structure.   
a.  Introduction (1:1-11)   

(i)  Salutation (1:1-2)   
(ii)  Thanksgiving (1:3-11):   

(a)  “Such thanksgiving sections are characteristically placed after the 
salutation in many Hellenistic letters, including twelve of the thirteen 
letters in the Pauline corpus (the exception is Galatians); but this one 
is particularly long and emotional and focuses rather more on Paul’s 
experiences (of a ‘deadly peril’) than is usually the case” (Carson).   

(b)  Also included is the encouragement that the comfort that is ours in 
our afflictions may be used to help others in similar circumstances 
(vv. 3-4).   

 
(iii)  A change in travel plans (1:12-2:13).   

(a)  Defense of his conduct (1:12-14).   
(b)  Review of his travel plans (1:15-22).   
(c)  Reasons for changing them – “to spare you” (1:23-2:4):  ‘He was 

reluctant to cause the Corinthians as much grief as he had on an 
earlier visit (1:23-2:4)” (Carson).   

 
(iv)  Forgive the repentant brother (2:5-11):  could have been the individual 

noted in 1 Corinthians 5.   
(v)  Events leading to the writing of the letter (2:12-13).   
 

b.  The nature and purpose of Paul’s ministry (2:14-7:4).   
(i)  Defense of his ministry (2:14-6:10).   

(a)  Gospel produces two effects:  life and death (2:14-16).   
(b)  Paul’s sincerity (2:17).  
(c)  Paul’s credentials:  letters of commendation (3:1-3).   
(d)  Paul’s adequacy from God (3:4-5).   
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(e)  Entrusted with the ministry of the Spirit in the New Covenant (3:6-
11).   

(f)  Confidence in the effectiveness of the Gospel (3:12-18).   
(g)  Those perishing are blind to the Gospel (4:1-6).   
(h)  Paul’s sacrifice for the Corinthians (4:7-15).   
(i)  Paul’s reward:  eternal weight of glory (4:16-18).   
(j)  An eternal home for the faithful (5:1-4).   
(k)  The pledge of the Spirit (5:5).   
(l)  To be with the Lord better (5:6-8).   
(m)  Ambition to please the Lord, in light of judgment (5:9-10).   
(n)  The ministry of reconciliation (5:11-21).   
(o)  Carefulness not to discredit the Gospel (6:1-10).   
 

(ii)  Exhortations (6:11-7:4).   
(a)  Receive the Gospel (6:11-13).   
(b)  Do not be bound with unbelievers (6:14-18).   
(c)  Perfect holiness in fear (7:1).   
(d)  Close of Paul’s appeal (7:2-4).   

 
c.  The return of Titus and his report (7:5-16).   

(i)  Paul’s letter brought godly sorrow (7:5-8).   
(ii)  Godly sorrow produces godly repentance (7:9-11).   
(iii)  Rejoicing in the results (7:12-16).   
 

d.  Collection for the Christians in Jerusalem:  a matter of great concern (8:1-
9:15).   
(i)  The example of the Macedonians (8:1-5).   
(ii)  Exhortation to give (8:6-15).   

(a)  Abound in giving (v. 7).   
(b)  Not a command (v. 8).   
(c)  Example of Christ (v. 9).   
(d)  According to what a man has (v. 12).   
(e)  God blesses that we may share (vv. 13-15).   
 

(iii)  Titus sent to further this cause (8:16-24) and to prepare them for Paul’s 
visit (9:1-5).   

(iv)  Principles of giving (9:6-15).   
(a)  Reaping what we sow (v. 6).   
(b)  God loves the cheerful giver (v. 7).   
(c)  God will repay (vv. 8-15).   
 

e.  Renewed opposition at Corinth (10:1-13:10).   
(i)  Paul condemns the pride of his opponent (10:1-18).   

(a)  Our weapons spiritual, not fleshly (vv. 3-4).   
(b)  Take every thought captive to Christ (v. 5).   
(c)  Our boasting should be in the Lord (v. 18).   
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(ii)  Paul defends his apostleship (11:1-12:21).   

(a)  Paul’s love and concern for the Corinthians (11:1-11).   
(b)  False apostles exposed (11:12-15).   
(c)  Paul’s suffering and hardship for the Gospel (11:16-33).   
(d)  God’s power perfected in Paul’s weakness (12:1-10).   
(e)  The signs of an apostle (12:11-13).   
(f)  Paul’s purpose not to burden them (12:14-18).   
(g)  Paul’s concern that the bad reports may be true (12:19-21).   
 

(iii)  Paul’s warning to take action if they don’t repent (13:1-10).   
(a)  Exhortation to examination (vv. 5-6).   
(b)  His hope that they will repent before his visit (v. 10).   
 

f.  Final appeal for peace in the congregation (13:11).   
g.  Final greetings (13:12-13).   
h.  Benediction (13:14).    


