
New Testament Survey 
(Part Four:  1 Corinthians) 

 
 
 

I.  1 Corinthians.   
A.  Title.   

1.  The letter takes its name from the city in which the church was located.   
a.  “Corinth was a wealthy commercial center, situation on the narrow isthmus that 

connected the mainland of Greece and the Peloponnesus.”   
b.  “The importance of the city influenced the Apostle Paul in his missionary 

endeavors.  It was the hub of commerce and contained a population of mixed 
character.  Corinth was a strategic center.”   

c.  “Corinth’s moral character made it a fertile field for the Good News of the 
Messiah.  It was a city noted for everything depraved, dissolute, and debauched.  
It was providential that Paul was in Corinth when he was writing the Epistle to the 
Romans.  From no other city could he have received more of an incentive to write 
of the sin of man.  A gaze from Gaius’ house may well have been the occasion of 
the great catalogue of man’s wicked deeds set forth in Romans 1:18-32.  From 
this background came this epistle of sanctification.  It is as if one today were to 
address an epistle of holiness to a group of believers in a modern city” 
(Introduction, Open Bible, 1097).   

 
2.  Origin of the church.   

a.  “The founding of the church at Corinth is told by Luke in Acts 18:1-17.  Paul 
reached the city on his second missionary journey in A. D. 50, and became the 
first to preach Christ’s Gospel there.  While working with Aquila and Priscilla, he 
began his eighteen month ministry in the synagogue.”  

b.  “The response to Paul’s preaching was different from the response to Jesus’ 
teaching.  For the most part, the hearts of Paul’s listeners did not burn with 
interest in the truth [when compared to the results of Christ on the road to 
Emmaus]; they burned with opposition to the truth.  And Paul was forced to leave 
(Acts 18:6).  Moving next door to the house of Titus Justus (possibly the Gaius of 
1 Cor. 1:14 and Rom. 16:23); Paul continued to preach ‘in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling’ (1 Cor. 2:3).  And who would not fear under the 
circumstances?  The meeting place of the little assembly was next door to the 
synagogue!  The Lord, however, came to Paul in a vision and encouraged him 
with the promise that He had ‘many people’ in Corinth (cf. Acts 18:9, 10).  This 
promise must have been of great comfort to the apostle in later years, when the 
believers’ moral laxity might have given him reason to doubt the genuineness of 
the work there.  After concluding his ministry in Corinth, Paul returned to 
Jerusalem and Antioch” (Introduction).   

 
B.  Author.   

1.  Paul names himself as the author in 1:1.   
2.  The early church believed him to be the author.   
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a.  Clement of Rome (A.D. 95) said the author of the letter was “the blessed Paul, the 
Apostle.”   

b.  Ignatius, Polycarp and others provide additional testimony.   
 

3.  The style, vocabulary and content match Paul’s other writings, as well as his 
description of Corinth (Introduction).   

 
C.  Date.   

1.  The first letter to the Corinthians “was written from Ephesus (1Co. 16:8) about the 
time of the Passover in the third year of the apostle's sojourn there (Ac 19:10; 20:31) 
and when he had formed the purpose to visit Macedonia, and then return to Corinth 
(probably A.D. 57)” (Easton).   

2.  “The date cannot be fixed with absolute certainty, but it seems probable that the 
epistle was written during the latter part of Paul’s stay at Ephesus (cf. Acts 19:1-
20:1).  That would put it about A. D. 55” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Purpose.   

1.  “He had heard of the abuses and contentions that had arisen among them, first from 
Apollos (Ac 19:1) and then from a letter they had written him on the subject, and 
also from some of the ‘household of Chloe,’ and from Stephanas and his two friends 
who had visited him (1Co 1:11; 16:17).  Paul thereupon wrote this letter, for the 
purpose of checking the factious spirit and correcting the erroneous opinions that had 
sprung up among them, and remedying the many abuses and disorderly practices that 
prevailed.  Titus and a brother whose name is not given were probably the bearers of 
the letter (2 Co. 2:13; 8:6,16-18).”   

2.  “This epistle ‘shows the powerful self-control of the apostle in spite of his physical 
weakness, his distressed circumstances, his incessant troubles, and his emotional 
nature.  It was written, he tells us, in bitter anguish, “out of much affliction and 
pressure of heart . . . and with streaming eyes” (2 Co. 2:4), yet he restrained the 
expression of his feelings, and wrote with a dignity and holy calm which he thought 
most calculated to win back his erring children.  It gives a vivid picture of the early 
church . . . It entirely dissipates the dream that the apostolic church was in an 
exceptional condition of holiness of life or purity of doctrine.’  The apostle in this 
epistle unfolds and applies great principles fitted to guide the church of all ages in 
dealing with the same and kindred evils in whatever form they may appear.  This is 
one of the epistles the authenticity of which has never been called in question by 
critics of any school, so many and so conclusive are the evidences of its Pauline 
origin.  The subscription to this epistle states erroneously in the Authorized Version 
that it was written at Philippi.  This error arose from a mistranslation of (1 Co. 16:5) 
‘For I do pass through Macedonia,’ which was interpreted as meaning, ‘I am passing 
through Macedonia.’  In (1 Co. 16:8) he declares his intention of remaining some 
time longer in Ephesus.  After that, his purpose is to ‘pass through Macedonia’” 
(Easton).   
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E.  Structure and Themes.   
1.  Introduction:  1:1-9   

a.  Salutation:  1:1-3 
b.  Thanksgiving:  1:4-9 
 

2.  Divisions in the church:  1:10-4:21 
a.  The fact of the divisions:  1:10-17 
b.  Antidote for division - Salvation is from first to last the work of God, not men 

1:18-4:21 
(i)  God saves through the Gospel, not baptism:  1:18-25 
(ii)  God uses the foolish, not the wise:  1:26-31 
(iii)  The Spirit empowers preaching that saves:  2:1-5 
(iv)  The Spirit reveals the wisdom of God:  2:6-16 
(v)  Man plants and waters, but God causes the growth:  3:1-9 
(vi)  Jesus is the foundation of the spiritual Temple, and it belongs to God:  3:10-

15 
(vii)  God is jealous for His Temple:  3:16-17 
(viii)  All belong to God and exist for His glory:  3:18-23 
(ix)  Men are merely stewards of God’s mysteries:  4:1-5 
(x)  The apostles are the least among men:  4:6-13 
(xi)  Follow our example and humble yourselves:  4:14-21 

 
3.  Problems in the church:  5:1-15:58 

a.  The absence of discipline:  5:1-13 
(i)  The problem of undisciplined incest:  5:1-8 
(ii)  Do not associate with immoral professors:  5:9-13 

 
b.  The presence of lawsuits:  6:1-11 
c.  Moral looseness:  6:12-20 

(i)  Do not be mastered by anything:  6:12-13a 
(ii)  Flee immorality:  6:13a-18 
(iii)  Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit:  6:19-20 
 

d.  Counsel concerning marriage:  7:1-40 
(i)  If you lack self-control, marry:  7:1-9 
(ii)  Married believers must not divorce:  7:10-11 
(iii)  If the unbeliever wants to leave, let him leave:  7:12-16 
(iv)  Remain in the condition in which you were called:  7:17-24 
(v)  Marriage not forbidden, but better not to marry:  7:25-35 
(vi)  The authority of the father over his daughter:  7:36-38 
(vii)  The widow free to marry in the Lord:  7:39-40 

 
e.  Counsel concerning things sacrificed to idols:  Use knowledge to build up the 

brethren, not tear them down 8:1-11:1 
(i)  There is no such thing as an idol:  8:1-6 
(ii)  Don’t use this knowledge to stumble the weak:  8:7-13 
(iii)  Give up your rights to remove possible stumbling blocks:  9:1-18 
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(iv)  Become all things to all men to save some:  9:19-23 
(v)  Exercise self-control:  9:24-27 
(vi)  God will judge His people:  10:1-13 
(vii)  Flee idolatry:  10:14-22 
(viii)  Seek the good of your neighbor:  10:23-30 
(ix)  Do all to the glory of God:  10:31-33 
(x)  Imitate the godly:  11:1 
 

f.  Counsel concerning the veiling of women in public worship:  11:2-16 
(i)  Biblical headship:  11:2-3 
(ii)  A symbol of authority:  11:4-13 
(iii)  Nature’s lesson:  11:14-16 

 
d.  Counsel concerning the Lord’s Supper:  11:17-34 

(i)  Paul’s rebuke:  11:17-22 
(ii)  Correct administration:  11:23-26  
(iii)  Judgment for unworthy participants:  11:27-30 
(iv)  Examine yourselves:  11:32-34 
 

e.  Counsel concerning spiritual gifts:  12:1-14:40 
(i)  Testimony of the Spirit:  12:1-3 
(ii)  Unity of the gifts – by the Spirit, for the common good:  12:4-11 
(iii)  Diversity in the gifts:  12:12-31a 
(iv)  Love is better than all the gifts:  12:31b-13:13 
(v)  Superiority of prophecy to tongues in worship:  14:1-25 
(vi)  Regulation of tongues and prophets:  14:26-33 
(vii)  The silence of women in worship:  14:34-36 
(viii)  Conclusion:  14:37-40 

 
f.  Counsel concerning the doctrine of the Resurrection:  15:1-58 

(i)  Christ died, was buried, and was raised:  15:1-11 
(ii)  If no resurrection, no salvation:  15:12-19 
(iii)  The order of the resurrection:  15:20-28 
(iv)  Auxiliary arguments:  the moral implications of the resurrection:  15:29-34 
(v)  Answers to objections:  15:35-49 
(vi)  Death swallowed up in victory:  15:50-57 
(vii)  Exhortation to godly living:  15:58 

 
4.  Instructions and greetings:  16:1-24 

a.  Collection for the saints in Jerusalem:  16:1-4 
b.  Paul’s travel plans:  16:5-9 
c.  Final instructions:  16:10-18 
d.  Greetings:  16:19-21 
e.  Those not loving Christ cursed:  16:22 
f.  Concluding benediction:  16:23 
g.  Concluding expression of love:  16:24 


