
New Testament Survey 
(Part Nine:  Pastoral Epistles) 

 
 
 

I.  1 Timothy.   
A.  Title:   

1.  Named after Timothy, the person to whom the letter is addressed (1:2).   
2.  “Timothy ‘honoring God,’ a young disciple who was Paul's companion in many of his journeyings.  

His mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois, are mentioned as eminent for their piety (2 Tim. 
1:5).  We know nothing of his father but that he was a Greek (Acts 16:1).  He is first brought into 
notice at the time of Paul's second visit to Lystra (Acts 16:2) where he probably resided, and where 
it seems he was converted during Paul's first visit to that place (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 3:11).   The 
apostle having formed a high opinion of his ‘own son in the faith,’ arranged that he should become 
his companion (Acts 16:3) and took and circumcised him, so that he might conciliate the Jews.  He 
was designated to the office of an evangelist (1 Tim. 4:14) and went with Paul in his journey 
through Phrygia, Galatia, and Mysia; also to Troas and Philippi and Berea (Acts 17:14).  Thence he 
followed Paul to Athens, and was sent by him with Silas on a mission to Thessalonica (Acts 17:15; 
1 Thes. 3:2).  We next find him at Corinth (1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1) with Paul.  He passes now out 
of sight for a few years, and is again noticed as with the apostle at Ephesus (Acts 19:22) whence he 
is sent on a mission into Macedonia.  He accompanied Paul afterwards into Asia (Acts 20:4) where 
he was with him for some time.  When the apostle was a prisoner at Rome, Timothy joined him 
(Phil. 1:1) where it appears he also suffered imprisonment (Heb. 13:23).  During the apostle's 
second imprisonment he wrote to Timothy, asking him to rejoin him as soon as possible, and to 
bring with him certain things which he had left at Troas, his cloak and parchments (2 Tim. 4:13).  
According to tradition, after the apostle's death he settled in Ephesus as his sphere of labor, and 
there found a martyr's grave” (Easton).   

 
B.  Author:  Paul identifies himself as the author (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion:   

1.  “Paul in this epistle speaks of himself as having left Ephesus for Macedonia (1 Tim. 1:3) and hence 
not Laodicea, as mentioned in the subscription; but probably Philippi, or some other city in that 
region, was the place where this epistle was written.  During the interval between his first and 
second imprisonments he probably visited the scenes of his former labors in Greece and Asia, and 
then found his way into Macedonia, whence he wrote this letter to Timothy, whom he had left 
behind in Ephesus.  It was probably written about A.D. 66 or 67.  The epistle consists mainly, (1 of 
counsels to Timothy regarding the worship and organization of the Church, and the responsibilities 
resting on its several members; and (2 of exhortation to faithfulness in maintaining the truth amid 
surrounding errors” (Easton).   

2.  “The first letter to Timothy and the one to Titus were written during travel and missionary work 
between Paul’s two Roman imprisonments.  A date somewhere between A.D. 61 and 63 can be set 
since the second epistle to Timothy contains the last words found from the Apostle shortly before 
his martyrdom (4:6-8) generally set between A.D. 65 and 68” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  Salutation (1:1-2).   
2.  Charge to Timothy (1:3-11).   

a.  Set things in doctrinal order (1:3-4).   
b.  The goal of our instruction (1:5).   
c.  Some are straying (1:6-7).   
d.  The Law good if used lawfully (1:8-11).   
 

3.  Paul’s thanksgiving (1:12-17).   
a.  Christ chose Paul for service (1:12).   



2 

b.  Christ’s mercy on Paul (1:13-14).   
c.  The foremost of sinners (1:15-16).   
d.  Doxology (1:17).   
 

4.  Paul’s charge to Timothy:  Fight the good fight (1:18-20).   
5.  Exhortations and instructions (2:1-6:11).  

a.  Regarding prayer (2:1-8).   
b.  Regarding women in the church (2:9-15).   

(i)  Adorn yourselves with good works (2:9-10).   
(ii)  Receive instruction submissively (2:11).   
(iii)  Not to teach or exercise authority over a man (2:12-14).   
(iv)  Promise of preservation through child-bearing (2:15).   
 

c.  Qualifications of elders (3:1-7).   
d.  Qualifications of deacons (3:8-13).   
e.  Paul’s reason for writing (3:14-15).   
f.  Early confession/hymn (3:16).   
g.  Warning against apostates (4:1-5).   
h.  Teach sound doctrine (4:6-11).   
i.  Be an example of godliness (4:12-16).   
j.  How to relate to different groups (5:1-3).   
k.  Honor widows indeed (5:4-16).   
l.  Instructions regarding elders (5:17-20).   
m.  Charge to Timothy (5:21-25).   
n.  Slave and master relationships (6:1-2).  
o.  Warning against those who disagree (6:3-5).   
p.  Godliness with contentment great gain (6:6-11).   
 

6.  Personal charge to Timothy (6:11-16a).   
7.  Doxology (6:16b).   
8.  Instructions to the rich (6:17-19).   
9.  Final charge and benediction (6:20-21).   

 
II.  2 Timothy.   
A.  Title:  Written to Timothy (1:2; see above).   
B.  Author:  Written by Paul (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion.   

1.  The second epistle to Timothy “was probably written a year or so after the first, and from Rome, 
where Paul was for a second time a prisoner, and was sent to Timothy by the hands of Tychicus.  In 
it he entreats Timothy to come to him before winter, and to bring Mark with him (comp.) (Phil. 
2:22).  He was anticipating that ‘the time of his departure was at hand’ (2 Tim. 4:6) and he exhorts 
his ‘son Timothy’ to all diligence and steadfastness, and to patience under persecution (2 Tim. 1:6-
15) and to a faithful discharge of all the duties of his office (2 Tim. 4:1-5) with all the solemnity of 
one who was about to appear before the Judge of quick and dead” (Easton).   

2.  “The occasion for writing the epistles was the need to maintain the faith and to insure the continuity 
of the Church of Jesus Christ.  The solemn charge – ‘Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.’  (2 Tim. 1:14) – is the heart of the Pastoral 
Epistles.  Here Timothy and Titus, together with all the Church, are charged to keep ‘the faith,’ ‘the 
deposit,’ the written record, by the work of the Holy Spirit.  The more immediate need for the first 
two epistles – 1 Timothy and Titus – lay, no doubt, in the fact that many things at Ephesus and 
Crete needed adjustment.  Paul, having intended to advise his sons in the faith, determined to 
advise others at the same time” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   
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1.  Salutation (1:1-2).   
2.  Thanksgiving for Timothy (1:3-5).   
3.  Various exhortations (1:6-2:26) 

a.  Exhortation to kindle God’s gift (1:6).   
b.  God has not given a spirit of timidity (1:7).   
c.  Do not be ashamed of Christ or Paul (1:8-12).   
d.  Guard the treasure entrusted to you (1:13-14).   
e.  Paul’s experiences (1:15-18).   
f.  Be strong in Christ’s grace (2:1).   
g.  Teach faithful men (2:2).   
h.  Analogies of faithful service (2:3-6).   

(i)  Suffer hardship as a good soldier (2:3-4).   
(ii)  Compete according to the rules (2:5).   
(iii)  The farmer should share first in the produce (2:6).   

 
i.  Remember Jesus Christ (2:8-9).   
j.  Paul’s endurance for the sake of the elect (2:10).   
k.  An early hymn/confession (2:11-13).   
l.  Know the Word/refute error (2:14-18).   
m.  Abstain from wickedness (2:19-22).   
n.  Gently correct those opposing (2:23-26).   
 

4.  Warnings regarding the last days (3:1-4:5).   
a.  Difficult times will come (3:1-9).   
b.  Continue in the Scripture (3:10-17).   
c.  Preach the Word; do the work of an evangelist (4:1-5).   
 

5.  Paul’s departure near (4:6-8).   
6.  Paul’s desire for Timothy to come (4:9-18a).   
7.  Doxology (4:18b).   
8.  Greetings and updates (4:19-20).   
9.  Again, Paul’s desire for Timothy to come; greetings (4:21).   
10.  Benediction (4:22).   

 
III.  Titus.   

A.  Title:   
1.  Written to Titus (1:4).   
2.  “Titus ‘honourable,’ was with Paul and Barnabas at Antioch, and accompanied them to the council 

at Jerusalem (Gal. 2:1-3; Acts 15:2) although his name nowhere occurs in the Acts of the Apostles.  
He appears to have been a Gentile, and to have been chiefly engaged in ministering to Gentiles; for 
Paul sternly refused to have him circumcised, inasmuch as in his case the cause of gospel liberty 
was at stake.  We find him, at a later period, with Paul and Timothy at Ephesus, whence he was 
sent by Paul to Corinth for the purpose of getting the contributions of the church there in behalf of 
the poor saints at Jerusalem sent forward (2 Cor. 8:6; 12:18).  He rejoined the apostle when he was 
in Macedonia, and cheered him with the tidings he brought from Corinth (2 Cor. 7:6-15).  After 
this his name is not mentioned till after Paul's first imprisonment, when we find him engaged in the 
organization of the church in Crete, where the apostle had left him for this purpose (Titus 1:5).  The 
last notice of him is in (2 Tim. 4:10) where we find him with Paul at Rome during his second 
imprisonment.  From Rome he was sent into Dalmatia, no doubt on some important missionary 
errand.  We have no record of his death.  He is not mentioned in the Acts” (Easton).   

 
B.  Author:  Written by Paul (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion:  Paul’s letter to Titus “was probably written about the same time as the first 

epistle to Timothy, with which it has many affinities.  ‘Both letters were addressed to persons left by 
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the writer to preside in their respective churches during his absence.  Both letters are principally 
occupied in describing the qualifications to be sought for in those whom they should appoint to offices 
in the church; and the ingredients of this description are in both letters nearly the same.  Timothy and 
Titus are likewise cautioned against the same prevailing corruptions, and in particular against the same 
misdirection of their cares and studies.  This affinity obtains not only in the subject of the letters, 
which from the similarity of situation in the persons to whom they were addressed might be expected 
to be somewhat alike, but extends in a great variety of instances to the phrases and expressions.  The 
writer accosts his two friends with the same salutation, and passes on to the business of his letter by 
the same transition (comp.) (1 Tim. 1:2, 3 ) with (Titus 1:4,5; 1 Tim. 1:4 ) with (Titus 1:13,14; 3:9; 1 
Tim. 4:12 ) with (Titus 2:7, 15)’ Paley's Horae Paulinae.  The date of its composition may be 
concluded from the circumstance that it was written after Paul's visit to Crete (Titus 1:5).  That visit 
could not be the one referred to in (Acts 27:7) when Paul was on his voyage to Rome as a prisoner, 
and where he continued a prisoner for two years.  We may warrantably suppose that after his release 
Paul sailed from Rome into Asia and took Crete by the way, and that there he left Titus ‘to set in order 
the things that were wanting.’  Thence he went to Ephesus, where he left Timothy, and from Ephesus 
to Macedonia, where he wrote First Timothy, and thence to Nicopolis in Epirus, from which place he 
wrote to Titus, about A.D. 66 or 67.  In the subscription to the epistle it is said to have been written 
from ‘Nicopolis of Macedonia,’ but no such place is known.  The subscriptions to the epistles are of 
no authority, as they are not authentic” (Easton).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  Overview:  “The theme of this epistle is to emphasize the connection of doctrine, committed to 
faithful men, with godliness of life.  Grace, as the great doctrine of salvation, is linked to good 
works in the balancing passages, 2:11-15 and 3:4-8.  Both stress the blessed hope (2:13; 3:7b); both 
conclude with the emphasis on good works” (Introduction).   

 2.  Detailed outline:   
a.  Salutation (1:1-4).   
b.  Paul’s charge to Titus to set things in order (1:5-3:11).   

(i)  Appoint elders in every city (1:5).   
(ii)  Qualifications of elders (1:6-9).   
(iii)  Why more elders are needed (1:10-16).   
(iv)  Instructions to various groups/individuals (2:1-3:11).   

(a)  To Titus to teach sound doctrine (2:1).   
(b)  To older men (2:2).   
(c)  To older women (2:3-5).   
(d)  To young men (2:6).   
(e)  To Titus to be an example (2:7-8).   
(f)  To bondslaves (2:9-10).   
(g)  Reasons for godliness (2:11-14).   
(h)  Let no one disregard you (2:15).   
(i)  Be subject to authority (3:1).   
(j)  Show every consideration (3:2).   
(k)  Reason:  Christ had mercy on us (3:3-7).   
(l)  Engage in good works (3:8).   
(m)  Shun foolish controversies (3:9).   
(n)  Reject a factious man after two warnings (3:10-11).   

 
c.  Paul’s desire to have Titus come to him (3:12).   
d.  Help Zenas and Apollos (3:13).   
e.  Encourage others to help (3:14).   
f.  Greeting and benediction (3:15).   


