
New Testament Survey 
(Part Eight:  1 and 2 Thessalonians) 

 
 
 

I.  1 Thessalonians.   
A.  Title:  Takes its name from the city where the church was located (1:1).   
B.  Author:  Paul identifies himself as the author (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion:   

1.  “The first epistle to the Thessalonians was the first of all Paul's epistles.  It was in 
all probability written from Corinth, where he abode a ‘long time’ (Acts 18:11, 
18) early in the period of his residence there, about the end of A.D. 52.”   

2.  “The occasion of its being written was the return of Timothy from Macedonia, 
bearing tidings from Thessalonica regarding the state of the church there (Acts 
18:1-5; 1Thes. 3:6).  While, on the whole, the report of Timothy was encouraging, 
it also showed that divers errors and misunderstandings regarding the tenor of 
Paul's teaching had crept in amongst them.  He addresses them in this letter with 
the view of correcting these errors, and especially for the purpose of exhorting 
them to purity of life, reminding them that their sanctification was the great end 
desired by God regarding them” (Easton).   

3.  “The church at Thessalonica was a fruit of Paul’s second missionary journey 
(Acts 17:1-9).  Released from prison at Philippi, Paul and his companions, Silas 
and Timothy, trekked south and then west to the Macedonian capital and 
commercial center, Thessalonica.  In spite of dogged opposition they founded the 
second European church.  Harassed by Jews (Acts 17:10-15), Paul fled to Athens, 
where concern for the Thessalonians prompted him to dispatch Timothy to 
buttress the church against persecution (3:1-3).  Timothy rejoined Paul at Corinth 
with the report that the Gospel seed had fallen on good soil.  Paul then wrote 1 
Thessalonians to commend his faithful brethren for dedication to Christ and to 
one another and to encourage them” (Introduction).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  Overview.   
a.  “Paul recalls the warm reception the believers gave the Gospel and reminds 

them of the circumstances in which he brought the word of God to them.  His 
concern was evidenced by his willingness to part with Timothy, in order to 
strengthen the oppressed church.”   

b.  “Timothy’s positive report lifted the apostle’s burden and evoked from him a 
series of practical exhortations.  Aware of the temptation in a pagan culture, 
the apostle warns them about the menace of sexual impurity and the dangers of 
strife and dissension.”   

c.  “Paul’s teaching on the return of Christ had spawned two special problems:  
lack of industry in view of Christ’s imminent coming and a fear that dead 
believers would not participate in the glories of that grand event.  With 
directness, Paul meets these problems with admonitions to diligence and with a 
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description of the roles of the living and dead saints at Christ’s coming” 
(Introduction).   

 
2.  Detailed outline:   

a. Salutation (1:1).   
b.  Paul’s thanksgiving for the Thessalonians (1:2-10).   

(i)  For their steadfastness in Christ (1:2-3).   
(ii)  For God’s choice of them (1:4-5).   
(iii)  For their example to other believers (1:6-10).   

 
c.  Paul’s ministry among them (2:1-20).   

(i)  His coming to them was not in vain (2:1-2).   
(ii)  His desire to impart the Gospel to them (2:3-8).   
(iii)  His desire not to burden them (2:9-10).   
(iv)  His desire that they walk worthy of their calling (2:11-12).   
(v)  His thankfulness for their receiving God’s Word (2:13).   
(vi)  His thankfulness for their willingness to be persecuted by the Jews (2:14-

16).   
(vii)  His desire to see them (2:17-20).   
 

d.  Timothy’s visit (3:1-10).   
(i)  Timothy sent to strengthen them (3:1-4).   
(ii)  Paul’s concern regarding their afflictions (3:5).   
(iii)  Paul’s thankfulness that they still stand (3:6-10).   

 
e.  Paul’s prayer for them (3:11-13).   
f.  Exhortations to holiness (4:1-12).   

(i)  Excel in your obedience (4:1-2).   
(ii)  Abstain from sexual immorality (4:3-8).   
(iii)  Excel in your love for one another (4:9-10).   
(iv)  Lead a quiet and productive life (4:11-12).   
 

g.  Comfort regarding those who died in Christ (4:13-18).   
(i)  Do not grieve as those without hope (4:13).   
(ii)  Those who have died will return with Christ (4:14).   
(iii)  The dead in Christ shall rise first (4:15-17).   
(iv)  Comfort one another with this truth (4:18).   
 

h.  The Day of the Lord (5:1-11).   
(i)  That day will come like a thief (5:1-3).   
(ii)  But it will not overtake you as a thief (5:4-5).   
(iii)  Be sober and alert (5:6-8).   
(iv)  We are destined for salvation (5:9-10).   
(v)  Encourage one another with these words (5:11).   
 

i.  Miscellaneous exhortations to holiness (5:12-22).   
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(i)  Appreciate those who labor among you (5:12-13).   
(ii)  Encourage all to move forward (5:14).   
(iii)  Seek what is good for everyone (5:15).   
(iv)  Rejoice always (5:16).   
(v)  Pray without ceasing (5:17).   
(vi)  Give thanks in everything (5:18).   
(vii)  Do not quench the Spirit (5:19).   
(viii)  Do not despise prophetic utterances (5:20).   
(ix)  Examine everything; hold fast the good (5:21).   
(x)  Abstain from every form of evil (5:22).   
 

j.  Prayer for their sanctification (5:23-24).   
k.  Request for prayer (5:25).   
l.  Greeting (5:26).   
m.  Admonition to read the letter (5:27).   
n.  Benediction (5:28).   

 
 
II.  2 Thessalonians.   

A.  Title:  again, takes its name from the city in which the church was located (1:1).   
B.  Author:  Paul identifies himself as the author (1:1).   
C.  Date and Occasion.   

1.  “The second epistle to the Thessalonians was probably also written from Corinth, 
and not many months after the first.”   

2.  “The occasion of the writing of this epistle was the arrival of tidings that the tenor 
of the first epistle had been misunderstood, especially with reference to the 
second advent of Christ.  The Thessalonians had embraced the idea that Paul had 
taught that ‘the day of Christ was at hand’, that Christ's coming was just about to 
happen.  This error is corrected (1Thes. 2:1-12) and the apostle prophetically 
announces what first must take place.  ‘The apostasy’ was first to arise.  Various 
explanations of this expression have been given, but that which is most 
satisfactory refers it to the Church of Rome” (Easton).   

 
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  Overview:   
a.  “Grateful for the believers’ faith, love and endurance in persecution, Paul 

explains the purpose of this persecution, which refines believers for future 
glory and seals the doom of God’s enemies.  Christ’s coming will reverse the 
present situation, bringing rest to the afflicted, and separation from God to 
their troublers.”   

b.  “Despite contrary reports, the Day of the Lord has not yet come (chapter 2).  
The rebellion and the man of lawlessness will appear first.  All forms of 
worship, true and false, will be replaced by the worship of this lawless one.  
His day will be short in spite of his deceitful Satanic power.  As darkness is 
dissolved by light, he will be conquered at Christ’s coming, when his deluded 
followers also will be judged.”  
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c.  “Industry, not sloth, is the hallmark of Christian conduct, as Paul had taught by 
instruction and example.  Where there prevailed misinterpretation of the 
imminence of Christ’s advent, or spiritual pride that disdained manual labor, 
firm but loving pressure should be brought to bear on the unruly” 
(Introduction).   

 
2.  Detailed outline:   

a.  Salutation (1:1-2).   
b.  Thanksgiving (1:3-12).   

(i)  Your faith and love are growing (1:3).   
(ii)  Perseverance in trials an indication of God’s righteous judgment (1:4-5).   
(iii)  God will repay with affliction the ones afflicting you (1:1:6).   
(iv)  God will comfort you on the day of His judgment (1:7-8).   
(v)  He will repay them with eternal destruction when He comes (1:9-10).   
 

c.  Prayer that God would be glorified in them (1:11-12).   
d.  The coming of the Lord in Judgment (2:1-15).   

(i)  That day has not yet come (2:1-2).   
(ii)  The apostasy and the man of lawlessness must come first (2:3-4).   

(a)  The one who opposes God.   
(b)  Taking his seat in the Temple, displaying himself to be God.   
 

(iii)  Paul had told them these things when with them (2:5).   
(iv)  The man of lawlessness is currently restrained (2:6-7).   
(v)  When the Lord comes, He will slay him (2:8-10).   
(vi)  Those who rejected the truth will be deluded (2:11-12).   
(vii)  But God has chosen you for salvation (2:13-14).   
(viii)  Therefore, stand fast (2:15).   
 

e.  Paul’s prayer for them (2:16-17).   
f.  Various admonitions (3:1-15).   

(i)  Pray for us (3:1-2).   
(ii)  You will do what we command (3:3-4).   
(iii)  May the Lord increase your love (3:5).   
(iv)  Admonition to work (3:6-15).   

(a)  Keep away from those who are disobedient (3:6).   
(b)  Follow our example (3:7-10).   
(c)  We exhort all to work (3:11-12).   
(d)  Do not grow weary in doing well (3:13).   
(e)  Admonish the disobedient as brethren, not as enemies (3:14-15).   
 

g.  Paul’s prayer (3:16).   
h.  Paul’s greeting (3:17).   
i.  Paul’s benediction (3:18).   


