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Grace OPC Sunday Class 
Year:     2 of 4  Date:  Week 9 
Quarter: 2 of 4 Bible Survey 
Lesson Title: Survey of 1 and 2 Samuel 
Lesson Purpose: To understand the structure and contents of 1 and 2 Samuel and look at 

some of its main themes 
Readings for next week: Hendricksen (H) Pp. 105-119, 225-227. 

1. Review  
Last week, Ruth.  Moving on to 1 and 2 Samuel 

2. Who Wrote 1 and 2 Samuel, and When? 
Unknown but probably a prophet under the kings using documents left by Samuel, Gad, Nathan 
and others.  The books conclude at the end of David’s reign and set an approximate date of 
composition. 
1 and 2 Samuel are regarded as a single book in the Hebrew Canon but Septuagint translators 
took Samuel and Kings and created 4 Books of the Kingdoms from them.  The Vulgate 
followed this pattern but under Jerome’s influence the first 2 books became known as 1 and 2 
Samuel, since it deals with Samuel as the last of the judges, the first of the prophets and the 
man who inaugurated the monarchy in Israel.  We also see the Prophetic office alongside the 
king 

3. Structure for 1 and 2 Samuel 
Chapter Event 

(1 Samuel 1-7) A. Judge Samuel 
• Samuel’s boyhood (1:1-2:10) 
• Samuel’s call (2:11 – 3:21) 
• Israel’s folly (4:1 – 7:2) 
• Samuel’s ministry (7:3–17) 

(1 Samuel chapters 8-31;  
2 Samuel chapter 1) 

B. King Saul  
• Israel demands a king (chapter 8) 
• God selects Saul for Israel (chapters 9 - 11) 
• Samuel addresses the people (chapter 12) 
• Saul fights the Philistines (chapters 13, 14) 
• Saul disobeys God (chapter 15) 
• Samuel anoints David (chapter 16) 
• David kills Goliath (chapters 17-23) 
• David flees for his life (chapters 24-30) 
• Saul dies in battle (chapter 31) 
• David laments Saul's death (2 Samuel chapter 1) 

(2 Samuel chapters 2 - 24) C. King David  
• The coronation of the king (chapters 2 - 6) 
• The covenant of God to David (chapter 7) 
• The wars of David (chapters 8 - 10) 
• The sin of David (chapters 11, 12) 
• The crimes of Absalom (chapters 13, 14) 
• The rebellion of Absalom (15:1-19:8) 
• The resurgence of David (19:9-20:26) 
• The revenge of the Gibeonites (21:1-14) 
• The war with the Philistines (21:15-22) 
• The song of David (22:1 - 23:7) 
• The heroes of David (23:8-39) 
• The census of David (chapter 24) 
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4. Some Themes and Applications in 1 and 2 Samuel 
A. Israel Degenerates to superstition 
They lost a battle to the Philistines and decided it was because the Ark of the Covenant wasn’t 
there (whereas it was because of their sin that God did not go with them into battle).  So they 
brought up the Ark to have “God” with them.  Then they lost the battle and the Ark and 
Ichabod was born (“The Glory has departed”).   
B. God looks at the heart 
Saul was a fine looking man but God rejected him as king through his disobedience.  Instead he 
chose David while he was still young and insubstantial compared with his brothers. 
C. If God is for us, who can be against us? 
David, jealous for the honor of God’s name, takes up the challenge of Goliath and slays him, 
bringing victory to Israel. 
D. Jonathan’s selfless friendship with David 
Jonathan knew David would be king but was not jealous like his father (who was insanely so, 
seeming to be occasionally under the influence of evil spirits).  Instead he loved David and 
defended him and appears as a fine and noble man 
E. David’s wonderful patience in dealing with Saul 
David had been anointed king by Samuel.  Twice he had opportunities to kill Saul and claim 
the crown he knew was coming to him.  Yet he steadfastly refused to do so: 

 1 Samuel 26:10 David also said, “As the LORD lives, surely the LORD will strike him, or his day will come that he 
dies, or he will go down into battle and perish. 11 “The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the 
LORD’S anointed; but now please take the spear that is at his head and the jug of water, and let us go.”  

Compare the outcome of this attitude with that of others who knew what God’s will was and 
tried to intervene to make it happen (e.g. Sarah giving her maid to Abraham as a wife to get the 
son God had promised through that relationship – Ishmael was the result and it was through 
Isaac that Abrahams descendants would be reckoned.  Also Rebekah, who knew that the older 
would serve the younger, intervened to help Jacob get Isaac’s blessing by deception – the result 
seems to have been that the family was split and she never saw Jacob again). 
F. David and Bathsheba, Nathan and Solomon 
David’s adultery with Bathsheba, murder of Uriah.  The courage of Nathan in confronting 
David with his sin.   David’s immediate and deep repentance, yet his sin, though forgiven, 
brought many consequences that David had to deal with in this life (death of the child, rebellion 
of Absalom…).  Nonetheless, God overruled and brought Solomon out of that union. 
G. Bad parenting leads to bad children – fathers, beware! 
Eli’s sons (1 Sam 2:12-17, 22-25).  They seemed to be serving as priests but corrupted that 
service into a means of gain for themselves 

1 Samuel 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the LORD  

Samuel’s sons (1 Samuel 8:1-4).  Samuel seems to have appointed his sons as judges in spite of 
a lack of qualification on their part.  Their failings were one factor in Israel’s seeking a king. 

1 Samuel 8:3 His sons, however, did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after dishonest gain and took bribes 
and perverted justice.  

Some of David’s sons – Amnon Violates Tamar.  David is “very angry” but does nothing 
(perhaps he didn’t feel he could after his on conduct with Bathsheba).   

2 Samuel 13:20 Then Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now keep 
silent, my sister, he is your brother; do not take this matter to heart.” So Tamar remained and was desolate in her 
brother Absalom’s house. 21 Now when King David heard of all these matters, he was very angry. 22 But 
Absalom did not speak to Amnon either good or bad; for Absalom hated Amnon because he had violated his 
sister Tamar.  

Absalom takes revenge by murdering Amnon (2 Sam 13:28-29).  Again, no justice.  Absalom 
flees as David mourns Amnon but 3 years later is restored.  Even when Absalom hatched his 
treacherous plan and usurped David, David was reluctant to bring justice against him.  He 
seemed to forget the very principle that had guided him in his dealings with Saul. 
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What is interesting here is that Samuel saw Eli’s sons and David saw Samuel’s – yet problems 
seemed to persist.  Having a godly parent does not guarantee godly children. 

5. Where is Christ in these Books? 
A. Hannah’s prayer 1 Sam. 2:1-10 resembles the Magnificat and anticipates Messiah: 

1 Samuel 2:10 “Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered; Against them He will thunder in the 
heavens, The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; And He will give strength to His king, And will exalt the horn 
of His anointed.”  

B. David is a type of Christ – the warrior king, defeating and subduing the enemies of God 
A man after God’s own heart 
C. The Davidic Covenant: 

2 Samuel 7:1 Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the LORD had given him rest on every 
side from all his enemies, 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 
but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your mind, for 
the LORD is with you.” 4 But in the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and say to My 
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in?  
2 Samuel 7:10 “I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own 
place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 11 even from the day that 
I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also 
declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. 12 “When your days are complete and you lie down 
with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13 “He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
14 “I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of 
men and the strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away 
from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 “Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me 
forever; your throne shall be established forever.” ’ ” 17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, 
so Nathan spoke to David.  

Note David wants to build a house for the Lord. And the Lord says He, rather, will build a 
house for David and indicates what kind of house it will be. Every king in the tribe of Judah 
after this time was a fulfilment of this covenant and in some senses a type of Christ. 
D. The Last words of David (2 Samuel 23). 

2 Samuel 23:3 “The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, ‘He who rules over men righteously, 
Who rules in the fear of God, 4 Is as the light of the morning when the sun rises, A morning without clouds, When 
the tender grass springs out of the earth, Through sunshine after rain.’ 5 “Truly is not my house so with God? For 
He has made an everlasting covenant with me, Ordered in all things, and secured; For all my salvation and all 
my desire, Will He not indeed make it grow?  

Last words of a godly man.  Is Christ here? Can translate as follows, (merging 2 versions): 
2 Samuel 23:3 The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spake to me: One that ruleth over men righteously, 
That ruleth in the fear of God, 4 He shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, A morning without 
clouds, When the tender grass springeth out of the earth, Through clear shining after rain. (ASV) 5 “Truly is not 
my house so with God? For He has made an everlasting covenant with me, Ordered in all things, and secured; 
For all my salvation and all my desire, Will He not indeed make it grow? (NASB 1995). 

Compare with all that David knew concerning the house God would build for him (see above) 
and with the definitely Messianic Psalm 72, written by Solomon (can we speculate that 
Solomon may have been at his father’s bedside to hear his last words?) 

Psalm 72:1 Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s son. 2 May he judge 
Your people with righteousness And Your afflicted with justice. 3 Let the mountains bring peace to the 
people, And the hills, in righteousness. 4 May he vindicate the afflicted of the people, Save the children of the 
needy And crush the oppressor. 5 Let them fear You while the sun endures, And as long as the moon, 
throughout all generations. 6 May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, Like showers that water 
the earth. 7 In his days may the righteous flourish, And abundance of peace till the moon is no more.  

6. What Can we Apply to ourselves from these books? 
Applications fall over themselves as we read these pages – we have touched on some already. 
We maintain very strongly, and on the basis of NT teaching, that these lives were recorded as 
examples for us to learn from.  Some contest that today but they do not handle the Bible as the 
NT writers did. 
We also maintain strongly that Christ is very present in the pages of the OT some times 
obviously and sometimes less so – but we will find Him if we know where and how to look.  
This does not mean, though, that we must find Him in every verse or we will have mishandled 
the text, as some would claim today. 


