
New Testament Survey 
(Part Twelve:  1, 2, 3 John & Jude) 

 
 
 

I.  1 John.   
A.  Title:  Named after the author.   
B.  Author:  The first letter of John is “the fourth of the catholic or "general" epistles.  

It was evidently written by John the evangelist, and probably also at Ephesus, and 
when the writer was in advanced age” (Easton).   

C.  Date and Occasion:   
1.  Audience:   

a.  “First John mentions no addressee and preserves no specific greetings, formal 
thanksgiving, or any of the other formal touches that normally characterize a 
first-century letter.  The second epistle is addressed to ‘the chosen lady and her 
children,’ almost certainly not a respected matron and her family but a local 
congregation.  It can scarcely be thought that this epistle is directed to the 
universal church, since it reports greetings from ‘your chosen sister,’ which 
must be understood to be salutations from another congregation:  the universal 
church has no sister.  Even so, it is just possible that the author chose this form 
of address not only for its symbolic connections but also because it was 
flexible enough to be used with respect to several congregations.  The third 
epistle is addressed to an individual, Gaius by name, not to be associated with 
Gaius of Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14; Rom. 16:23) or Gaius of Macedonia (Acts 
19:29), and probably not Gaius of Derbe (Acts 20:4) – though a fourth-century 
document, the Apostolic Constitutions (7.46.9), makes this latter connection.  
The document is late, and ‘Gaius’ was an exceedingly common name in the 
empire.”   

b.  “The geographic destination cannot be more than an inference from what is 
reconstructed of the documents’ provenance.  Probably, therefore, these 
epistles were sent to churches (and an individual) somewhere in the Ephesus 
area, including, perhaps, the territory spanned by the seven churches of 
Revelation 2-3” (Carson 451-452).   

 
2.  Date:  “The date of the epistles of John is entirely bound up with the date of the 

fourth gospel and their relationship to it.  As we have seen, although a few date 
the gospel of John before A.D. 70, and a majority assign it to the last decade of 
the first century, we have cautiously suggested 80-85” (Carson).   

3.  Purpose:   
a.  John states his purpose in writing the letter in 5:13, “These things I have 

written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.”   

b.  The book itself is a series of tests by which one might determine if they really 
have eternal life.   

c.  And this against a background of those teaching another Gospel, perhaps an 
early form of Gnosticism:  “It still seems best to conclude that John is 
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combating proto-Gnosticism, an embryonic Docetism or Cerinthianism that 
has already divided Christians.  Over against the emphases of his opponents, 
emphases that he frankly aligns with all that is non-Christian, John stresses the 
truth that Jesus is Christ come in the flesh and that genuine belief in this Jesus 
works itself out in obedience to the commands of God and in love for God’s 
people.”   

d.  “If this is approximately correct, the purpose of 2 John is primarily to warn a 
congregation or house church against admitting traveling teachers who espouse 
such false teaching.  Although many have attempted to find similar heresy 
behind 3 John (whether in Diotrephes or in the writer!), the epistle itself 
betrays no such aberrations and is perhaps nothing other than an apostolic 
warning against someone who is attempting to amass all local authority.  Even 
so, we would have to conclude that this was taking place against the 
background established by the other two epistles.  We might therefore 
speculate that Diotrephes was using the danger of heresy to build his own 
power base.  But it is hard to imagine that he himself is a heretic, or John 
would surely have denounced him for it” (Carson, 455).   

 
D.  Outline.   

1.  Introduction (1:1-4).   
a.  We have seen and touched Christ (1:1-2).   
b.  This we proclaim to you (1:3-4).   
 

2.  Conditions of fellowship with God (1:5-5:21).   
a.  God is light (1:5-7).   

(i)  If we walk in darkness, we have no fellowship with Him (1:6).   
(ii)  If we walk in the light, we have fellowship with Him (1:7a).   
(iii)  If we walk in the light, His blood cleanses us from all sin (1:7b).   

 
b.  If we deny our sins, the truth is not in us (1:8-10).   

(i)  If we confess our sins, He is righteous to forgive us (1:8-9).   
(ii)  If we deny our sin, we make Him a liar (1:10).   
 

c.  Christ is our Advocate, our propitiation (2:1-2).   
d.  Our relationship to the commandments (2:3-11).   

(i)  If we keep His commandments, we have come to know Him (2:3, 5-6).   
(ii)  If we say we know Him, but do not keep His commandments, we are liars 

(2:4).   
(iii)  A new/old commandment:  love one another (2:7-8).   
(iv)  If we hate our brother, we are in darkness (2:9, 11).   
(v)  If we love our brother, we are in the light (2:10).   
 

e.  Addresses to children, young men and fathers (2:12-14).   
f.  Do not love the world (2:15-17).   

(i)  If you love the world, you do not love the Father (2:15).   
(ii)  The things in the world are not from the Father (2:16).   
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(iii)  The one who does the will of God abides forever (2:17).   
 

g.  Warning against antichrists (2:18-28).   
(i)  It is the last hour; many antichrists have risen (2:18).   
(ii)  They went out from us, but were not of us (2:19).   
(iii)  The Spirit guides you into the truth about them (2:20-21, 27).   
(iv)  The antichrist denies Jesus is the Christ (2:22).   
(v)  The one who confesses the Son has the Father (2:23-24).   
(vi)  Abide in Christ (2:25-28).   
 

h.  The one who is born of God practices righteousness (2:29-3:10).   
(i)  He is righteous:  those born of Him practice righteousness (2:29) 
(ii)  We are the children of God (3:1).   
(iii)  When He appears, we shall be like Him (3:2).   
(iv)  If we have this hope, we will purify ourselves (3:3).   
(v)  Sin is lawlessness (3:4).   
(vi)  He appeared to take away sin (3:5).   
(vii)  No one abiding in Him practices sin (3:6).   
(viii)  The one who practices righteousness is righteous (3:7).   
(ix)  The one who practices sin is of the devil (3:8).   
(x)  No one born of God practices sin (3:9).   
(xi)  The children of God and of the devil are obvious (3:10).   
 

i.  The one who is born of God loves his brother (3:11-17) 
j.  Assurance comes through obedience (3:18-24).   
k.  How to recognize the antichrist (4:1-6).   

(i)  Many false prophets (4:1).   
(ii)  Those recognizing Jesus come in the flesh are from God (4:2).   
(iii)  Those denying Jesus come in the flesh are antichrist (4:3).   
(iv)  Those of God listen to us (4:4-6).   

 
l.  Let us love one another (4:7-5:3).   

(i)  Those who love from God (4:7-8).   
(ii)  God’s love revealed through the sending of His Son (4:9-10).   
(iii)  If God loved us, we should love one another (4:11).   
(iv)  If we love one another, God abides in us (4:12).   
(v)  Whoever confesses the Son, God abides in him (4:13-15).   
(vi)  God is love:  the one who abides in love abides in God (4:16).   
(vii)  Perfect love casts out the fear of judgment (4:17-18).   
(viii)  We love because He first loved us (4:19).   
(ix)  We cannot love God and hate our brother (4:20-21).   
(x)  Whoever loves God loves His children (5:1).   
(xi)  We love the children of God when we love God and keep His 

commandments (5:2).   
(xii)  If we love God, His commandments are not a burden (5:3).   
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m.  The one who believes in the Son has overcome the world (5:4-5).   
n.  We are of God if we receive His testimony regarding eternal life in the Son 

(5:6-12).   
o.  The purpose of the letter:  that you may know you have eternal life (5:13).   
p.  If we ask according to His will, He hears us (5:14-15).   
q.  Pray for your erring brother (5:16-17).   
r.  The Son keeps those born of God (5:18).   
s.  The Son reveals God, is God, and is the source of eternal life (5:19-20).   
t.  Guard yourselves from idols (5:21).   

 
II.  2 John.   

A.  Title:  Named after the author (1:1).   
B.  Author:  See above.   
C.  Date and Occasion:  See above.   
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  Salutation (1:1-3).   
2.  Exhortations (1:4-11).   

a.  Joy over your children walking in truth (1:4).   
b.  Love one another (1:5).   
c.  Love is walking according to the commandments (1:6).   
d.  The antichrist denies Jesus having come in the flesh (1:7).   
e.  Guard yourselves against this teaching (1:8).   
f.  He who denies the Son does not have the Father (1:9).   
g.  Do not receive or entertain those not bringing this teaching (1:10-11).   
 

3.  Desire to come soon (1:12).   
4.  Greeting (1:13).   
 

 III.  3 John.   
A.  Title:  Named after the author (1:1).   
B.  Author:  See above.   
C.  Date and Occasion:  See above.   
D.  Structure and Content.   

1.  Salutation  (1:1).   
2.  Prayer (1:2).   
3.  Glad for their conduct in the truth  (1:3-4).   
4.  Commendation for his hospitality (1:5-8).   
5.  Warning against Diotrephes (1:9-10).   
6.  Imitate the good:  the one doing the good is from God (1:11).   
7.  Commendation for Demetrius (1:12).   
8.  Desire to see Gaius soon (1:13-14a).   
9.  Benediction and greetings (1:14b).   
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IV.  Jude.   
A.  Title:  Named after the author (1:1).   
B.  Author:  “The Epistle of Jude, the last of the ‘general’ or ‘catholic’ (universal) 

epistles, is declared to have been written by ‘Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, 
and brother of James.’  Dispute over the authenticity of the claim is as old as 
Eusebius, who placed this letter, along with Hebrews, under suspicion.  However, the 
soundest historical and internal evidence supports the truthfulness of this text.  
Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 name Judas (Jude) and James as brother of Jesus.  That 
James is identified so simply in this Epistle is evidence that he was Jesus’ brother” 
(Introduction).   

 
C.  Date and Occasion:   

1.  Date:  “There is nothing very definite to determine the time and place at which it 
was written.  It was apparently written in the later period of the apostolic age, for 
when it was written there were persons still alive who had heard the apostles 
preach (ver. 17).  It may thus have been written about A.D. 66 or 70, and 
apparently in Palestine” (Easton).   

2.  Occasion:   
a.  “The epistle is addressed to Christians in general (ver. 1) and its design is to 

put them on their guard against the misleading efforts of a certain class of 
errorists to which they were exposed.  The style of the epistle is that of an 
‘impassioned invective, in the impetuous whirlwind of which the writer is 
hurried along, collecting example after example of divine vengeance on the 
ungodly; heaping epithet upon epithet, and piling image upon image, and, as it 
were, labouring for words and images strong enough to depict the polluted 
character of the licentious apostates against whom he is warning the Church; 
returning again and again to the subject, as though all language was 
insufficient to give an adequate idea of their profligacy, and to express his 
burning hatred of their perversion of the doctrines of the gospel.’  The striking 
resemblance this epistle bears to 2 Peter suggests the idea that the author of the 
one had seen the epistle of the other.  The doxology with which the epistle 
concludes is regarded as the finest in the New Testament” (Easton).   

b.  “This general letter to Christians warns against the heresy of Gnosticism, a 
philosophy that distinguished sharply between matter, as being inherently evil, 
and spirit, as being good.  Such a system of thought challenged the Biblical 
doctrine of creation.  It gave rise to the idea that Christ’s body was only 
apparent, not real, for if Christ had had a real body, it would have been evil.  In 
its effect on Christian ethics, Gnosticism prompted two quite different results:  
on the one hand antinomianism, the belief that one is not under obligation to 
obey the moral law, and on the other a form of abuse of the body to promote 
spirituality.  Both are opposed by Scripture.  It may be inferred from the epistle 
that the readers were guilty, in varying degrees, of rebellion against authority, 
irreverence, presumptuous speech, and a libertine spirit.  Jude’s tone is 
polemic, for he rebukes false teachers who deceive unstable believers and 
corrupt the Lord’s table” (Introduction).   
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D.  Structure and Content.   
1.  Salutation  (1:1-2).   
2.  Exhortations (1:3-22).   

a.  Contend earnestly for the faith (1:3-4).   
b.  God will punish those who pursue wickedness (1:5-16).   

(i)  He destroyed those He brought out of Egypt who didn’t believe (1:5).   
(ii)  He imprisoned the angels who rebelled (1:6).   
(iii)  He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire (1:7).   
(iv)  These reject authority (1:8).   
(v)  They revile things they don’t understand (1:9-10).   
(vi)  They have chosen the way of Cain and of Balaam (1:11).   
(vii)  They are unstable (1:12-13).   
(viii)  Enoch prophesied against them (1:14-16).   
 

c.  Remember the warnings of the apostles (1:17-19).   
d.  Build yourselves up in the most holy faith (1:20).   
e.  Keep yourselves in the love of God (1:21).   
f.  Seek to convert the lost (1:21-22).   

 
3.  Doxology (1:24-25).   


