
 

“Behold, My Servant” 
(Matthew 12:15-21) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we saw Jesus teaching His people about how they might best use the Sabbath Day, 
but as you will recall, He did it in front of a group of people whom He knew would not agree with Him.  
You know how difficult it can be to speak the truth in front of people not knowing where they stand on a 
particular issue.  But how much more difficult is it to speak knowing that those you’re speaking with not 
only won’t accept what you say, but also hate you for it?  What if a new couple moved onto your street, and 
while you were talking with them, they asked you what you thought about homosexuality, and you really 
didn’t know where they stood on that issue?  I think you would be a little bit uncomfortable answering their 
question, for fear that they might get mad at you.  But what if that couple was homosexual, or you knew 
that they supported the homosexual agenda?  How much more difficult would that make it to speak?  What 
if you were asked not only by two people, but by a hundred?  How much harder would it be then?  This is 
exactly the situation Jesus was in.  But He didn’t let their evil hearts intimidate Him into not answering 
their question.  He spoke the truth and did what was right, knowing that by so doing, He would only make 
they angrier than they already were and eventually bring their wrath down on His head.  The Jews hated 
Jesus and wanted Him to turn off the light He was shining on them, and so they persecuted Him.  But since 
He was unwilling to turn that light off, they decided they would put it out instead.   
  But there was something else that Jesus did besides speaking the truth in the middle of an 
antagonistic people, or rather, there was something else He didn’t do.  He didn’t allow Himself to get into 
an argument, but simply spoke the truth, did what was right, and then moved on.  He didn’t stop to debate 
with them and try to convince them that He was right, but continued to move ahead.  This is something that 
we usually don’t do.  We like to stand our ground when we think we’re right.  We want to convince others 
that we’re right too.  And so we stand and argue and fight until we either win our case, or make enemies of 
those we’re fighting with.  But Jesus didn’t debate them.  He probably would have tried to help them 
understand, if they were His brethren and really didn’t understand.  But He would not do this with His 
enemies.  Why not?  Certainly, Jesus knew that arguing with them wouldn’t do any good.  Their hearts 
were hard.  They wouldn’t listen to Moses or the prophets, therefore they wouldn’t listen to Him either, for 
He was simply trying to tell them the same thing.  But there was also another reason.  Jesus had come to 
fulfill all righteousness, everything which was predicted about Him by the prophets.  One of the prophets, 
Isaiah, had predicted that when Messiah came, He would not argue, He would not stand up for His own 
rights, but would press forward to continue His work until He had completed it and brought in 
everlasting life.  This is what I want us to see this morning, as we consider through the eyes of Isaiah the 
prophet, what kind of a man Jesus Christ was and is.   
 
I.  First, Matthew tells us that when Jesus understood what they were planning to do to Him, He left.   

A.  Now how did Jesus know what they were planning?   
1.  Well, Jesus did have eyes, and as we saw last Lord’s Day evening how the expressions of our 

faces can give away what we are thinking in our hearts, it may very well have been that Jesus 
could see revenge written all over their faces.   

2.  It could also have been that a believing Jew, or at least one who was sympathetic to Jesus, could 
have come to Him and told Him what they were secretly planning to do.   

3.  But of course, Jesus could also have known through the Holy Spirit’s revealing this to Him, even 
as we are told in John 2:24-25, “For He knew all men, and  . . . did not need anyone to bear 
witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man.”   

 
B.  But however He knew, knowing what He did, He decided not to argue the point with them, but 

simply to leave.  Since we know that Jesus was so concerned that His people know the truth that He 
even came down from heaven as a man to teach them that truth, why does He now leave without 
challenging them?   
1.  As I mentioned in the introduction, certainly Jesus knew that He wouldn’t get anywhere with 

them.  Their hearts were hardened.  They weren’t open to the truth.  They would only reject it.  
So why cast the beautiful pearls of God’s truth before the swine of unbelief?  Why continue to 
pour out living water upon dead stones?  It would only be rejected by them.   



 

2.  But certainly, we would also have to recognize that if Jesus stopped to argue with every Jew who 
disagreed with Him, He would get very little done.   
a.  There was a lot of unbelief among those people.  Jesus had to keep moving forward.  There 

would be those who would reject Him whom He would leave behind for the present.  But 
there would also be those who, by God’s grace, would believe what He was saying and 
follow Him.   

b.  And many people did follow Him.  They saw what Jesus had done to the man with the 
withered hand.  Some of them undoubtedly followed Jesus because they believed that He 
was the Messiah.  Others followed Him probably because they wanted Jesus to heal them, as 
we see in our text that He did.   

c.  But we would also have to recognize that the more Jesus continued to do His work, the more 
He preached and the more He healed, the stronger the case would be for His Messiahship.  
His miracles were not only acts of compassion upon His people, they were also irrefutable 
evidence that Jesus was who He claimed to be.  And so Jesus didn’t stop to argue, but kept 
moving forward with the work His Father had given Him to do.   

 
3.  But this wasn’t the main reason Jesus withdrew.  Matthew writes that after Jesus healed them all, 

“He . . . warned them not to make Him known” (v. 6).  If Jesus pressed on only to strengthen the 
evidence for His Messiahship, why did He tell those He healed not to tell anyone else?   
a.  First, we need to remember that Jesus didn’t always do this.  When He healed the two demon-

possessed men of Gadara, He told at least one of them to go back to his people and tell them 
about what great things the Lord had done for him as a testimony to them.   

b.  But here Jesus warns them to remain quiet.  Why?  The answer must be that He did want men 
to know who He was, but not too many at one time.  If too many people followed Him, they 
could make it difficult for Him to get His work done.  Too much attention could also make 
the persecution against Him worse.  Sometimes, to keep up with what He had to do, Jesus 
left large crowds to go to other cities, to proclaim the Gospel to them as well.  On one 
occasion, after feeding the five thousand, Jesus left so that they wouldn’t make Him king.  
John writes, “Jesus therefore perceiving that they were intending to come and make Him 
king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone” (John 6:15).   

c.  Jesus did not come to reign as an earthly king over an earthly Jerusalem.  He came to finish 
His work of redemption and to become the King of all creation.  He could not let anything 
get in the way of His work, so He warned them to not make Him known.   

d.  But we mustn’t forget as well that Jesus also came to show us what true righteousness is like.  
If He were to get into heated debates with the Jews, He would be doing what He told us not 
to do.  We are not to be contentious, but patient and kind to all men.   

 
II.  This is exactly what Isaiah the prophet said would be true of Messiah.  And so Matthew now 

quotes Isaiah again to show us that Jesus was doing exactly that which again proved that He was 
who He said He was.  Let’s spend our remaining time now looking at this prophecy to consider 
what the Lord tells us here concerning Jesus.   
A.  First, the Lord says through Isaiah, “Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in 

whom My soul is well-pleased” (v. 18a).   
1.  The word “behold” means to look at, to gaze at, to consider.   
2.  What is it that we are to consider?   

a.  God says, consider this One who is My servant, My chosen One, My beloved, the One with 
whom I am well-pleased.  The Servant of the Lord was long considered by the Jews to be the 
Messiah, and they were right.  And yet with everything they knew about Him from the 
prophets, they still did not recognize Him, because of the darkness of their hearts.  But what 
should they have seen here?   

b.  They should have seen, for one thing, the intimacy which this servant shared with God.  The 
word “servant” here expresses a close and familiar relationship.  It literally means “child.”  
The Lord was saying to His people, Look at this man.  He is My close Servant, My Child.  
Certainly the Lord Jesus was closer than a servant, for He is the very Son of God.   

c.  They should have also seen that Jesus is the Father’s chosen One.  Chosen for what?  Chosen 
to conquer death, hell and the grave, chosen to bring salvation to His people.  He is the One 



 

who being in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, taking upon Himself the form of a bond-servant and being made like a 
man.  And in our nature, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient, even to the point of 
dying on the cross to free us from our sins (Phil. 2:6-8).   

d.  Furthermore, Jesus is the Father’s Beloved, the One in whom His soul is well-pleased.  Can 
you think of anyone who could be more lovely to God, or who could be more loved by God?  
Can you think of anyone who could ever give the Father more pleasure than Christ?  Jesus is 
God, the second person of the Triune God.  He shares the same holy nature as the Father.  He 
is the Father’s very image.  What could God possibly find more lovely or love more than 
Himself?  How could the Father take more pleasure in anyone else, than His Son?  He 
couldn’t.   

 
B.  Consider also that He not only chose this One who is infinitely loved by Him to bring salvation to 

His people, He also promised to give Him the divine help and power that He needed to do it.  He 
says, “I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles” (v. 18b).   
1.  The Father anointed Jesus with His Spirit above measure.   

a.  This is why Jesus is called in Hebrew the “Messiah,” and in Greek the “Christ.”  These words 
mean “anointed one.”  He is the One anointed with the Spirit.   

b.  The Spirit is the Holy One who empowered Christ with a holy unction, with holy and divine 
energy.  He is that life-giving spiritual force which moved Jesus according to the will of the 
Father.  He is the Spirit of Glory which shined through Jesus.  Even as the sun which lights 
up our Solar System needs a powerful fuel to do this work, even so the Spirit was given to 
Christ to work in Him that light which lights up the spiritual world of darkness.   

 
2.  And notice that this light which Jesus shined was not only to reach to the Jews, but also to the 

Gentiles.  The Lord continues, “He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.”   
a.  When the Father anointed Christ with His Spirit, He did so to prepare Christ to do three 

things:  to be our prophet, our priest and our king.  Here, He is speaking about Christ’s work 
as prophet.  As a prophet, He came to proclaim God’s truth.  This included not only the 
threat of judgment, but the promise of salvation as well to all who would believe.  But this 
message was not only to be preached to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles.  And it would be 
effective.  God would save the Gentiles through this message, for our passage ends, “And in 
His name the Gentiles will hope” (v. 21).   

b.  Now Jesus didn’t personally preach to many Gentiles.  After all, He was sent to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.  He came to His own flock first to gather those who had been 
dispersed.  But there was still the Syrophoenician woman (Matt. 15:24), and the Centurion 
(8:10).   

c.  And certainly we must also see in this passage all those whom Jesus was to reach, not only 
while He was on earth, but now much more while in heaven.  Jesus sent His disciples out, 
first to Jerusalem, then to Judea and Samaria, and then to the furthermost reaches of the 
earth.  Jesus is still sending His messengers and preaching to the Gentiles today, through His 
Word and Spirit.   

 
C.  But again, notice how this Servant of the Lord was to make this proclamation?   

1.  Even though He was the truth itself, He would not argue with unbelievers.  Even though He was 
the King of all Creation, He would not announce His arrival in the streets like other kings.  No.  
Isaiah writes, “He will not quarrel, nor cry out; nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.”  
He preached in their streets.  He proclaimed His message also in the wilderness.  But He did not 
debate with them.  Nor did He send messengers ahead to announce His coming.  Rather, He 
came in a spirit of humility and self-denial, calling His lost sheep to Himself.   

2.  This is brought out even more powerfully by the next statement, “A battered reed He will not 
break off, and a smoldering wick He will not put out, until He leads justice to victory.”   
a.  Jesus didn’t come to subdue a kingdom.  He didn’t come to conquer a people against their 

wills.  Instead He came clothed with the Spirit of gentleness and love to gather His people 
and to receive His kingdom.   

b.  When some kings conquer, they trample down the weak and subdue the strong.  But Christ 



 

came to strengthen the weak, to lift up the downcast.  He did not come to break off the 
damaged reed, but to bind it up, to heal it.  He didn’t come to extinguish the wick which was 
barely smoldering, but to fan it into a flame.   

c.  Christ came to revive His people, not to trample them down.  And this He has promised to do, 
until He has brought them all through judgment to final victory, until He has brought His 
church to eternal glory in heaven.   

 
III.  In closing, I would like to make the following applications.   

A.  First, we need to recognize that there is real comfort here for the struggling Christian.   
1.  Notice that Jesus didn’t come only to further strengthen those who are already strong.  He also 

came to give strength and encouragement to the weak.   
a.  Who are the weak?  Those who see their sin, who realize that they are weak and have little 

strength, who want to do more for the Lord, but can’t, who are struggling against their sins 
and not gaining the victory that they desire.  They are those who have been trampled down 
by the enemy and are fighting to stand up again.   

b.  They are like the bruised reed, which if it is struck again will break.  They are like the 
smoldering wick of a candle that is about to go out.   

 
2.  What did the Father send Christ to do for these?   

a.  He didn’t send Him to finish them off, but to care for them, to nurture them, to build them up.  
A shepherd doesn’t leave his weak and helpless lambs for the wolves to eat, so that the 
healthy might be spared.  He takes the sick lambs in his arms and nurses them until they are 
strong again.  This is what the Lord does for His sheep.   

b.  If you are weak this morning, weary from your sin, ready to collapse from the attacks of the 
world, your flesh and the devil, Christ cares for you and stands ready to help you.  He will 
never let you go, but will hold onto you, until He has brought you into His eternal kingdom 
to rejoice over you forever.   

c.  But you must look to Him.  You must trust Him.  You must call upon Him daily to give you 
that strength and protection and to deliver you from your sins.  He is able.  And more 
importantly, He is willing.   

 
B.  But I want you to notice secondly, that this promise is only for Christ’s sheep.  It is not for those 

who are outside of Christ.   
1.  The bruised reed and the smoldering wick refer to someone who is barely hanging on.  But they 

are hanging onto Christ.  A person who is outside of Christ is not bruised, but broken, not 
smoldering, but cold.  Christ did not come to nurse these, but to warn them that if they remain in 
that condition, He will one day condemn them forever, unless they turn to Him in faith and 
repentance.   

2.  If that is the case with you this morning, then cry out to the One who came into the world to save 
sinners.  He calls you this morning by His Word.  Do not turn a deaf ear to His voice, but listen 
to Him, trust in Him.  He is still mighty to save, and will save all who call upon Him in faith.  
Amen.   


