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As you’ll recall, we’ve been looking at the three offices of our Lord Jesus Christ 
from the Old Testament psalms and prophets.  So far we’ve seen something of what the 
Lord had to say about His kingly office.  He was to be sent into a world that would fight 
against Him.  Even His own people would reject Him and would not submit to Him as 
their King.  But in spite of their resistance, the Father would bring Him to the throne of 
His father David.  He would reign over that kingdom and over all the earth.  He would be 
given such power and authority that all the nations would have to submit to His rule or be 
destroyed.  Eventually, His reign would bring righteousness and peace to the whole world 
when all of His enemies had been subdued, when He had put an end to all earthly 
kingdoms and established His own.  Then there would be a time of abundance and 
prosperity, both materially and spiritually, which the world has never known before.   

Tonight our passage tells us a little more about this Messiah and His coming 
Kingdom.  But it also begins to show us something of His prophetic role as a light to the 
nations.  Last week, we saw how, during His reign, there would be those who would see 
His beauty, forsake the world, and follow Him.  This evening, we’ll see something of 
how they will see His beauty through the preaching of the Gospel.   

First, the Lord tells us through the prophet something more about who this 
Messiah would be.  He says, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in 
whom My soul delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him” (v. 1).  Through Isaiah, the 
Lord calls upon His people to consider His servant, this One whom He would send to rule 
the nations.  This is something He had been trying to get His people to do throughout the 
whole of Scripture, beginning from the Fall.  He is the seed of the woman who would 
crush the head of the serpent.  He is the ark of safety that would bring the people of God 
safely through the deep waters of God’s judgment.  He is the seed of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob through whom the nations would be blessed and who would ultimately give the 
true people of God the true Promised Land of heaven.  He is the true Son of David who 
would reign forever on his throne over the true tribes of Israel.  And He is the foundation 
upon which all of the promises of God have been made.  And notice who this One is.  
Even though He would be the Son of God, as we learned through the second Psalm, yet 
He would be a Servant.  In order to become our Mediator and the fulfillment of the 
promises of God – as we saw this morning – the Son of God had to become a man, He 
had to become a servant.  And He had to learn obedience to His Father’s will.  He had to 
give Himself to His service.  Isaiah writes in 50:4-5, “The Lord God has given Me the 
tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word.  He 
awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.  The Lord 
God has opened My ear; and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back.”  In order to 
become our Savior, the Lord Jesus had to submit to His Father’s Law so that He might 
earn a perfect righteousness for His people.  But as a man, He couldn’t do this all on His 
own.  He needed the help of His Father, and this is what He gave Him.  He was the One 
the Father would uphold, that He would support with His divine power.  This help would 
come mainly through His Spirit.  He says, “I have put My Spirit upon Him.”  The Spirit 
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would give Him the power to do His work.  Christ was anointed with the Spirit above 
measure (John 3:34).  Christ means anointed one.  The anointing oil for the prophets, 
priests and kings was a symbol or type of the Spirit of God who would anoint Jesus to 
work in these offices.  He was the One through whom Christ ruled, the One through 
whom He spoke, and the One through whom He would lay down His life.  And the Lord 
Jesus did not take these offices upon Himself.  His Father called him.  He is called “My 
chosen one.”  The Father was the One who placed Him in this service.  But we also see 
here something of Jesus’ divine nature.  He is the One, the Father says, “In whom My 
soul delights.”  The only thing that the Father truly delights in is His own image, His own 
holiness and righteousness.  This is why we can only be chosen in Christ, because Christ 
is the exact representation of His nature (Heb. 1:3).  We are not desirable in and of 
ourselves, which is why the Father chose us in Christ from all eternity, because Christ is 
desirable.  He is the One that the Father delights in.  We read in Proverbs that He was His 
delight from all eternity (Prov. 8:30).  And when He presents Him to His people Israel, at 
the beginning of His ministry, He says, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased” (Matt. 3:17; Cf. 17:5).   

This tells us something more about who this Messiah would be:  He would be 
God in human flesh; the eternal God, who for our salvation would take upon Himself the 
form of a servant; He would be called by His Father to this work and upheld by the Spirit; 
and because He would be the eternal Son of God, the Father would delight in Him.   

But now, let’s consider for a moment what this servant would do.  First, He would 
bring forth justice to the nations.  He would not only be ruler over Israel, but the whole 
world – all the nations.  This refers to the fact that Messiah would also call the Gentiles 
by His Gospel, that He would establish the true religion among them, and rule over them 
by His Spirit.  His kingdom, in other words, would not be limited to the Jews.  The 
Gentiles also would be saved.  When He came, He would come humbly, not like other 
earthly kings.  “He will not cry out or raise His voice, nor make His voice heard in the 
street” (v. 2).  Monarchs proclaim their coming so that people can see their majesty and 
give them glory, but not this monarch (Matt. 12:15-21).  This also refers to the fact that 
when He would be opposed, He would not try to defend Himself, but as a lamb before its 
shearers, He would remain silent (Isa. 53:7).  Christ came to rule, but the path to His 
throne was one of suffering and death.  He would also be gentle to the injured and 
support the weak.  The Lord says, “A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning 
wick He will not extinguish” (v. 3).  Christ would be gracious towards His people, and 
even though they are weak, He would accept their love, even as He did toward Peter, 
when He said, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41).  He would 
faithfully bring forth justice.  He would give justice to those who are oppressed.  Even 
though He would be gentle to the weak, He would not spare the wicked, but judge them 
according to truth and justice.  He would not be disheartened or crushed until He has 
established justice in the earth.  Even though His work would be difficult and would 
mean a great deal of suffering, as we see in the story of His life, He would persevere 
through that suffering until He accomplished what He came into the world to do, until He 
could say, “It is finished” (John 19:30).  And He would persevere even beyond this in His 
church.  He would make sure that the work of evangelism and missions would continue 
until all the coastlands – all the Gentiles – would desire to receive His law.  His 
government would eventually subdue the whole world.   
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And so we have seen something about who this Messiah would be and what He 
would do.  Now let’s look briefly at who it was that called Him to this work and the 
prophetic role He called Him to.   

Certainly, it’s already obvious who called Him.  There’s really only one person 
who could – the Lord God, the God of Creation, the only God there is.  Notice how the 
Lord identifies Himself:  He is the One who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and filled it with living creatures, who gives breath to all people 
and who puts within them the spirit of life.  He is the One to whom all men owe their 
very existence and who ought to worship and obey Him for it.  But He is also the One 
who has the authority to call the Messiah to this work.  Remember that as a man, as a 
creature, the Messiah owes perfect and complete allegiance to His Creator.  Jesus said, 
“The Father is greater than I” (John 14:28).  When He said this, He wasn’t saying that He 
wasn’t God, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe.  Rather He was speaking from His 
human nature, because as a man, He is created.  As a man, He is also submissive to the 
Father.   

But now as a man, what was the Father going to do with Him?  He was going to 
send Him out and appoint Him as a prophet to the nations.  Again, the Father promises 
that He would hold Him by the hand and watch over Him.  His work would not be easy 
and He would need the Father’s help.  He helped His Son in other ways than by giving 
Him His Spirit.  He also encouraged Him by allowing Him to see some of the fruit of His 
labors, to enjoy the company of some of His elect people, and by sending angels to 
refresh Him when He was weary (Matt. 4:11).  But He would do this because He had a 
specific goal that He wanted to accomplish, and that was to appoint Him as a covenant to 
the people.  This has to do with Christ fulfilling the Covenant of Grace and by doing so, 
not only becoming a blessing to His own people Israel – at least the faithful Israelites – 
but also by fulfilling the promise to Abraham that His seed would be a blessing to all the 
nations, to the Gentiles as well.  The Father was going to make Christ a light to the 
nations.  Light in the Scripture often refers to knowledge.  Here it refers to Christ’s 
prophetic work of declaring God’s Word.  He first declared it personally to the Jews.  
And what was the result?  It actually had two:  it repelled some and brought others to 
Him.  He said in John 3:19-21, “And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  For 
everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may 
be manifested as having been wrought in God.”  The difference between the two groups 
had to do with their hearts.  Those who loved truth and righteousness came to Him.  
Those who hated it didn’t, but hated Him instead.  But this light was to go beyond the 
Jews.  It was also to reach the Gentiles.  Jesus didn’t do this personally, but called 
someone to do it in His place and by His Spirit:  the apostle Paul for one.  Jesus appeared 
to Paul and said, “But arise, and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to 
you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, 
but also to the things in which I will appear to you; delivering you from the Jewish 
people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they 
may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified 
by faith in Me” (Acts 26:16-18).  Paul would preach the Gospel to them and for some it 
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would lead to their deliverance.  It would bring them from darkness to light, from the lie 
of Satan to the truth of God.  The Lord would use it to open blind eyes – to give them 
spiritual sight – and to bring those who are in the dark and in prison out of the dungeon of 
the devil’s captivity.  This all has to do with Christ’s prophetic office by which He would 
declare the will of God for our salvation.  He would be a light sent into this world to 
shine in darkness, to bring the knowledge of God’s salvation to those who live in 
darkness and to establish His covenant with them.   

In closing, I want us to consider how we also are a part of Christ’s prophetic 
calling.  The Lord has also called us, adopted us as His sons and daughters, anointed us 
with His Spirit, and has called us to lay down our lives for the Gospel.  He has called 
each of us to an office, not necessarily an office of service or rule in His church, but to 
the office of believer.  In this office, we also have a job to perform that has to do with the 
Gospel, and that is that we are to bear witness to it.  It’s true that the missionary is called, 
set apart and sent for the specific purpose of preaching the Gospel.  It’s also true that the 
elders are called, set apart and given to the church to teach it and to preach it.  The only 
difference between these two is that one elder is sent and the other not.  But He has also 
called each of us to be involved as well, through the witness of our words and the witness 
of our lives.  There is so much work and so many people that the officers of Christ’s 
church could never reach them all.  But the Lord didn’t intend them to.  He intended that 
all of His servants reach those whom they can.  We all have a responsibility to reach 
those in darkness and to shine the light of God’s truth to them so that they can find their 
way out.  If we don’t do this, they will remain in the darkness of ignorance until the Lord 
sends someone else to reach them.  But let’s not make it so that He has to.  Let’s be 
faithful to His calling.  Let’s do what we can to shine His light.  Let’s not be afraid to 
invite people to church.  Let’s be bold in our witness to others.  Let’s give so that the 
Gospel can continue to go forth in other countries.  And let’s pray that the Lord will give 
His Gospel success.  These are things we can all do, things that Christ calls us to do, and 
things that He empowers us to do by His Spirit.  We just simply need to focus our lives 
on them more, and be more faithful in planting seeds, if we are to see a harvest.  The 
Lord of the Harvest has called us to work in His fields.  He has called us to shine His 
light.  Let’s go then in His strength and do His work.  Amen.   


