
“Because He Lives, You Will Live” 

(1 Corinthians 15:22) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Today, Easter Sunday, day celebrate resurrection.   

2.  You’re familiar with Lord’s Day  

a.  Know celebrate every week.   

b.  This day belongs to Him  

c.  Because rose on it.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But why did He set this day apart?   

a.  Why want us celebrate resurrection every week  

b.  And not once year?   

c.  Because wants you to remember  

(i)  Importance of resurrection:   

(ii)  It proves that if have trusted Jesus  

(iii)  You will be saved from death and hell.   

 

2.  How are you saved?   

a.  Not by works.   

b.  But by grace alone through faith alone.   

(i)  Must trust in Jesus, turn from sins,  

(ii)  And follow Him.   

 

c.  But how know will be saved?   

(i)  That trusting Jesus, repenting makes a difference?   

(ii)  That it’s not deception  

(iii)  And that you’ll perish in end anyway?   

(iv)  The resurrection!   

 

d.  Paul says fact that Jesus raised,  

(i)  Is guarantee you will be saved, raised  

(ii)  If you trust and obey.   

 

e.  This morning, consider two things:   

(i)  Fact of resurrection:  Jesus was raised from the dead.   

(ii)  Importance of it:  You are safe only if He was raised.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, fact of resurrection:  Jesus was raised from the dead.   

1.  What is a resurrection?   

a.  The raising of dead to life.   
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(i)  When die, soul separates from body.   

(ii)  Goes one of two places:  heaven or hell.   

(a)  Doesn’t stay in or near body,  

(b)  Doesn’t become ghost.   

(c)  If trusted Jesus, goes to heaven,  

(d)  If not, goes to hell.   

 

(iii)  Body goes to grave  

(a)  Begins to decompose:   

(b)  From dust came, to dust return (Gen. 3:19).   

 

b.  Resurrection is reunion of soul and body –  

(i)  If body decayed, also restoration of body –  

(ii)  So one dead, becomes alive again.   

 

2.  Jesus died, but was raised from the dead.   

a.  When Jesus was on cross,  

(i)  He cried out, “Into hands commit spirit/soul” (Luke 23:46).   

(ii)  Then He bowed head and died.   

(iii)  When happened, His soul went to heaven.   

(a)  He told thief on cross  

(b)  Today, with Me paradise (v. 43).   

(c)  Didn’t mean compartment of hell,  

(d)  But paradise of God in heaven.   

 

(iv)  Where did His body go?   

(a)  Into tomb –  

(b)  Was with rich man in death (Isa. 53:9);  

(c)  Buried in tomb of Joseph of Arimathea –  

(d)  Where if remained, would undergo corruption.   

 

b.  On third day, soul reentered body;  

(i)  And was raised again to life.   

(ii)  An angel descended to roll back stone –  

(a)  Soldiers guarding saw, became as dead men.   

(b)  Angel didn’t roll to let Jesus out,  

(c)  But to let disciples in  

(d)  To see He no longer dead:   

(e)  He had risen, as said He would.   

(1)  As Jonah three days and nights in belly fish,  

(2)  So Son of Man three in heart of earth (Matt. 12:40).   

 

c.  Some have argued, Jesus not really raised.   

(i)  Didn’t really die – swooned on cross,  

(a)  Revived in tomb, then rolled stone and escaped.   

(b)  Took several men to move stone,  
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(c)  How Jesus roll it in that condition?   

(d)  Guards were waiting outside,  

(e)  How get past them?   

 

(ii)  Others say disciples came and took,  

(a)  That was lie leaders told soldiers to say  

(b)  To cover up truth (Matt. 28:13).   

(c)  But if disciples really stole,  

(1)  Why willing to die  

(2)  For something knew was lie.   

(3)  Most died a martyr’s death.   

 

d.  Jesus was raised.   

(i)  Enough evidence to believe on written testimony alone.   

(ii)  But fact that Bible God’s Word  

(a)  Can know certain happened:   

(b)  Jesus was raised –  

(c)  He overcame death.   

 

B.  What is this important?  Because you are safe only if He was raised.   

1.  Paul says, If Christ not raised,  

a.  You still in sins, those died perished (v. 17).   

b.  We most to be pitied (v. 18).   

c.  If there no resurrection, none us safe.   

d.  Only deluding selves.   

 

2.  What connection – why Jesus need be raised?   

a.  Wasn’t His life and death enough?   

(i)  The fact He fulfilled Law?   

(ii)  That He took guilt and died?   

(iii)  Apparently not!   

(a)  If not raised,  

(b)  Even those who trusted perished forever.   

 

b.  Why is resurrection important?   

(i)  Because this is Jesus’ justification –  

(a)  It’s the result of sacrifice being accepted,  

(b)  And Father’s declaration  

(c)  He accepted what Jesus did,  

(d)  So that might be Savior.   

 

(ii)  Bible says, Wages of sin death (Rom. 6:23) – that’s what you deserve.   

(a)  And without shedding blood –  

(b)  Without death,  

(c)  Without price being paid –  

(d)  Is no forgiveness (Heb. 9:22)!   
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(iii)  Jesus sacrificed self on cross –  

(a)  His body broken,  

(1)  His blood shed,  

(2)  To satisfy Father’s justice.   

(3)  To atone or bring peace.   

(4)  To pay that price!   

(5)  So become source of life  

(6)  To all who trust.   

 

(b)  If was successful,  

(1)  If Father accepted it,  

(2)  What would result be?   

(3)  Reversal of His death:  resurrection.   

(A)  Guilt took His life,  

(B)  Payment brought it back.   

 

(c)  How could we know accepted?   

(1)  Only one way:  resurrection!   

(2)  Only way to see reversal of His death.   

 

(iv)  Now if Jesus hadn’t been raised,  

(a)  Could only mean one thing:  payment not accepted.   

(b)  And if payment not accepted:  no forgiveness.   

(1)  Couldn’t guarantee blessings of covenant,  

(2)  So couldn’t be Savior.   

 

(c)  And so you would die  

(1)  With no payment for sin,  

(2)  No Mediator to reconcile to God,  

(3)  No Savior,  

(4)  And you would perish forever.   

 

(d)  If had put hope in Savior  

(1)  Who couldn’t save  

(2)  Would be of all men most to be pitied (1 Cor. 15:19).   

 

3.  But Jesus has been raised.   

a.  Father has accepted payment.   

(i)  Jesus has fully discharged guilt of sin,  

(ii)  Can guarantee blessings of covenant,  

(iii)  He is Savior – only Savior!   

 

b.  Fact He was raised is proof.   

(i)  Proof payment accepted,  

(ii)  Proof you are safe – if trusting Him.  
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(a)  All your sins removed.   

(b)  Because He lives,  

(c)  You will live forever.   

(d)  That certainly reason to rejoice.   

(e)  Also reason Lord would have remember every week –  

(f)  Every Lord’s Day.   

 

4.  In closing, realize what resurrection means you not trusted.   

a.  To forgive, Lord required death – of His Son.   

(i)  Only way could forgive.   

(ii)  Payment had to be great enough.   

 

b.  Do think will simply overlook your sins?   

(i)  There is price to pay –  

(ii)  Wages of sin death – eternal death, wrath, hell.   

(iii)  Someone has to pay it!   

(iv)  Either you, or someone else!   

 

c.  Lord is willing to pay:   

(i)  Already made payment – suffered hell on cross.   

(ii)  Payment already accepted – that’s point of resurrection.   

(iii)  Offers it to you freely, if you’re willing receive –  

(iv)  If will trust Him to save.   

(v)  Won’t you trust Him now?   

(a)  Not enough to believe happened.   

(b)  Must trust to save.   

(c)  Must turn from sins.   

(d)  Must willing forsake everything to follow Him.   

(e)  If do, will live forever!   

(f)  Trust in Jesus this morning,  

(g)  And overcome death.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


