
“Be Perfect, as Your Heavenly Father Is Perfect” 
(Matthew 5:48) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen the goal of the Christian:  the beatific vision.   
a.  The Christian wants to see his greatest love.   
b.  Also, the One who loves him the most.   
c.  It is the greatest blessing he could possess.   
d.  And it will be fulfilled when we see the face of Christ.   

 
2.  We’ve seen the map or directions how to get there:  the Word of God.   

a.  His Word is the only lamp to light the path that leads there.   
b.  And so we must study it, know it, know what pleases Him, what not.   

 
3.  We’ve seen that we need more than the map – we need the desire to get there, to 

follow those directions.   
a.  Knowledge is not enough.   
b.  We will still only do what we want to do.   
c.  We must have holy affections.   
d.  And those affections must be strong enough to move us in the right path.   
e.  We must beware sinful affections.   

(i)  They are deceitful.   
(ii)  They will make us think the wrong way is right.   
(iii)  God’s Word is the only safe path.   
(iv)  And so we must kill every affection that takes us anywhere else.   
 

f.  We must cultivate this love/desire through the help of His Spirit.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  The last thing we need to consider is the degree to which we must pursue heaven 

and the beatific vision.   
a.  Just how careful, how earnest, how meticulous, are we to be?   
b.  Is just some obedience, some regard to God’s Word, enough?   
c.  Is 99% obedience enough, 90%, 80%, 50%, or, as some believe 0%?   
 

2.  What does Jesus say?   
a.  “You are to be perfect.”   
b.  In case we don’t understand what level of perfection He’s referring to, He says, 

“As your heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48).   
c.  He tells us that we are to strive after perfection, moral perfection, the holiness of 

spirit that our heavenly Father possesses, which is perfection itself.   
d.  That is no small order.   
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3.  Tonight, I want us to see three things:   
a.  The Christian life is a life that requires the greatest effort.   
b.  What we are to be striving after is moral perfection.   
c.  We are to strive after it, even though, in this life, we won’t obtain it.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  The Christian life is a life that requires the greatest effort.   
1.  This can seem confusing, but it really isn’t.   

a.  Yes, salvation is free.   
(i)  Jesus did it all; all to Him I owe.   
(ii)  He obeyed; He died.   
(iii)  He earned salvation; guarantees it to all who come to Him in faith.   
(iv)  There is absolutely nothing we can to do add to it.   
(v)  If we add our works as the foundation of our salvation, we destroy the grace 

of God.   
(vi)  Paul tells us, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, 

otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom. 11:6).   
(vii)  Grace and works are opposites; it can only be one or the other, not both.   
(viii)  The Lord tells us it is by grace alone through faith alone.   

 
b.  But, on the other hand, salvation will also cost us everything we have.   

(i)  Jesus tells us, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own 
life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after Me cannot be My disciple.  For which one of you, when he wants 
to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has 
enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 
able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man 
began to build and was not able to finish.’  Or what king, when he sets out to 
meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is 
strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him 
with twenty thousand?  Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace.  So then, none of you can be My 
disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:26-33).   

(ii)  Jesus tells us there is a cost:   
(a)  We must hate by comparison those closest to us in relation to our love for 

Him.   
(b)  We must die to ourselves (carry our own cross).   
(c)  We must follow Him no matter the cost.   
(d)  Even before we begin, we must decide whether we’re willing to pay.   
(e)  We must give over all we have to Him.   
(f)  “Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must 

deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:24-26).   
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(g)  If we aren’t willing to give everything we have, if we hold back anything, 
we won’t be saved.   

 
c.  Salvation is free, but it will cost us everything.  Is there a contradiction here?  

No.   
(i)  The price we pay is not to buy salvation:  that is free.   
(ii)  The willingness to follow Jesus no matter the cost, is the evidence that we 

have salvation.   
(iii)  A gracious heart loves Jesus above all and will do whatever He says.   
(iv)  That doesn’t earn salvation, it only shows we have it.   
(v)  These works of love are necessary, but they are not meritorious.   
(vi)  James tells us, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith 

without works is dead” (James 2:26).   
(vii)  The Spirit creates in His new creatures a heart that is willing and does give 

all to Christ.   
(viii)  The challenge is there to see whether or not we have it.   

 
2.  And so these works must be there, but with what kind of effort, earnestness, zeal are 

we to do them?  We are to strive with all our might to reach heaven.   
a.  “And someone said to Him, ‘Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?’  

And He said to them, ‘Strive (agonizomai) to enter by the narrow door; for many, 
I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able’” (Luke 13:23-24).   

b.  ‘From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, and violent men take it by force” (Matt. 11:12).   

c.  “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the 
prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.  Everyone who competes in the 
games exercises self-control in all things.  They then do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable.  Therefore I run in such a way, as not without 
aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and 
make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:24-27).   

d.  Half-hearted efforts are not enough.   
e.  We are to strive, agonize, make every effort to enter that kingdom.   
 

B.  In essence, what we are to be striving after is moral perfection.   
1.  The kingdom of heaven is not a place in this world.   

a.  It is not a country or city that we are to make a pilgrimage to.   
b.  The kind of effort required to get there isn’t physical.   
 

2.  The kingdom of heaven is spiritual and requires spiritual effort to enter.   
a.  Jesus says, “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” 

(Matt. 5:48).   
b.  Listen to the apostle Peter, “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus 

Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:  Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His 
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divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, 
through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.  Now for this very reason also, 
applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral 
excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-
control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the 
true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is 
blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  
Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling 
and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 
stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you” (2 Peter 1:1-11).   
(i)  These are spiritual qualities.   
(ii)  They represent the moral purity that God possesses (partakers of the divine 

nature).   
(iii)  The cultivation of these things strengthens your assurance that the door of 

heaven is open for you.   
(iv)  The absence of them shows it is not.   
(v)  We must strive after moral perfection.   

 
C.  We are to strive after perfection even though in this life we won’t obtain it.   

1.  We must not believe for one moment that we will ever reach the goal.   
a.  “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make Him a liar and His word is not in us” (1 John 1:8-10).   

b.  If perfection were possible,  John could not have written this.   
 
2.  But the fact we can’t obtain it doesn’t change the standard.   

a.  Jesus says, “You are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 
5:48).   

b.  Though we can’t become perfect, we also cannot strive for anything less than 
Christ’s perfect image formed in us.   

c.  He is the perfect image of God’s holiness.   
d.  It is His image we were predestined to become conformed to.   
e.  And so we must earnestly desire it and press forward for it.   
f.  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

shall be satisfied” (Matt. 5:6).   
 

3.  In closing, let me read some comments on this subject by Henry Scudder.   
a.  “Let it be our prayer and endeavor to do good things well, and to fulfill God’s 

will.  And though there are failings in the matter of what is done (which also is 
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not to be allowed), yet if the heart is upright in the manner, God bears with much 
weakness, and accepts truth and uprightness.  Christians must aim at perfection.  
They must always press hard forward to attain it.  Now may the God of peace 
make you perfect, to do His will, said the apostle in Heb. 13:20-21. . . .  It may 
justly be doubted that someone is truly a Christian, if he has not a desire and 
longing after perfection of Christianity.  This casts blame on all that think they 
know enough and have made progress far enough in the race of Christianity.  
What says the apostle?  Not all that run, receive the prize.  If men fall back, or 
stand still, they can never finish their course.  Wherefore He would have others 
do as He did:  so run that they might obtain, and so fight that they might get the 
mastery, and win the crown.  He that puts his hand to the plow, and looks back is 
not fit for the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62).  The thought of heaven, the patterns 
for imitation which are in heaven, and the state of perfection in which we shall be 
when we come to heaven should be lodestones to draw us heavenward, and to 
perfection.  Be perfect, says Christ, as your heavenly Father is perfect (Matt. 
5:48); in every thing, and in every way, be perfect.”   

b.  That’s the goal; how do we get there?  “The way to attain this is first to convince 
the heart that we ought to be perfect.  Then we must see with the apostle that we 
are not already perfect.  Thirdly, let us not look on what we have done, and what 
is behind, but on that which is before us to be done.  Fourthly, we must be daily 
purging ourselves from filthiness of flesh and spirit, and so perfect holiness.  
Fifthly, that we may do all these, we must daily be reading, hearing, and 
meditating on the Holy Scriptures; for their end is to make the man of God 
perfect.  Lastly, give all diligence, and press forward, as the apostle did, toward 
the mark and prize of the high calling of God in Christ.  Do these things because 
those that do not aim at perfection do not have the perfection of truth” (Day by 
Day, 233).   

c.  He has the words of Paul in mind, which I’ll read as I close, “But whatever 
things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  
More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, 
not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of 
faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained it or have already 
become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was 
laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold 
of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.  Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; 
and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 
however, let us keep living by that same  standard to which we have attained.  
Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according 
to the pattern you have in us” (Phil. 3:7-17).  Amen.   


